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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmentﬁ,mm )
. Tth July 1862. : —_—
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No. 90. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Public Works
. ¢ Department, dated thh June 1862, No. 1,393 :— |

Passing orders on letter from Deputy Chbief Eugince’rq
Southern Circle, on the subject of Lieuntenant Smalley’s

Jiability for the amount of mouey abstracted from the ; \ . )
\;Va,inédyTreasm-y by means of & forged cheque, and reforring '> (Vide Public Works Proccedings, 19th June

for consideration Coloncl Onchterlony’s remnarks on the 1862, Nos, 359, 360.) .
rosponsibility of Tahsilidrs as Cashiers of the public funds | ) . v .
and the suggestions offered by him for a more cirenm- i . .
speot discharge of their duties in this respect. J
- » : -
. No.£91. . OrpEr THEREOX, 7th July 1862, No, 1,471, z

The Governor in Council approves of the suggestion made by Colonel Ouchterlony in para-
graph 7 of his letter of the 20th May last, that Tahsflddrs should be prohibited from paying any
" cheque issued by an officer of the Department of Pablic Works ¢ until they have received from
¢ the drawer aregular letter of advice specifying the number, amount and date of a cheque drawn;,
*4¢ and the name of the party to whom it has been, or is to be made payable,” and requests that the
Board of Revenue and the Chief Engineer in the Department of Public Works will issue the
necessary instructions on the subject. All paying officers should at the same time.be warned

that they will be held personally responsible for payments made by them on forged cheques.

‘ ~' (Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT, '

, . Acting Chief Secrelary.
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Pusric WoRks DEPARTM.ENT.
* . Public.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

" Read the following letter from the Deputy Chief Lngineer, in charge Southern Circle : —

Submits with obsorvations further cor.reﬂpondcnce on the tsubi.‘
ject of Lieutonant Smalley's linbility for the amount © (Here enter 20th May 1862, No. 796.)

wnoney abstracted from the Waindd Treasury by mesus of
a furged cheque.:
. . e e
OgrpER THERESS, 19th June 1862, No.1,:303.

1. In their Order of the 99nd March last, No. 531, Government decided that Lieutenant
Smalley should be made to pay the difference between the 500: Rupces fraudulently obtained by

his Accountant and-the amount that m
individual under attachment. \Vith the Jetter recorded at the head of these Proceedings, the

Depaty Chief Engineer, Northern Circle, submits one fronﬂl"lLieute'n:mt, Smalley {vher’ein he asks
toba relieved from responsibility on the following grounds :—: © © % K Yoo :

(1st.) Rccause it cannot be proved that the. forg?d cheque was stolen while he’was in
'char”go of the Wainad Range. o B A S S

- (2nd.) Because the forgery was comnutte
. L

nfidence was to be placed. = 7.t
k, but merely a file of loose cheques which

. g ¥ M . “ . ) N
b - -~ e

d by his Accountant, who, from his position, was

necessarily a person in whom co
.- (3rd) Because he Lad no proper cheque boo

afforded facilities for abstraction. , .. S ¢
© (4th.) Because the Numbers are not printed on the cheques which renders it difficult to

detect any abstraction.

' » ‘ .
1 . “ o g C

. v e
cot oy . ¢ 1

v

ay be cventually recovered from .the f)ro[Jeft}’ of “that -«

e,
at

5

LR
~ A [

it

R A
o ! ;
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-,
P L S N

t - f P

-.! (5th.) Because ncither furniture nor a cash chest had .been suppliéd to the Waingd " * " _ %,

» 1

Range Office. Lo T, -
5. With regard to the first of these grounds on which Lieutenant Smatley claims exemption
from responsibility, it is clear that as the forged cheque was dated 8th December 1861, and Liea-
tenant Smalley Liad delivered over charge of the Wainad Range to Captain Syme on the 10th of
the same month the robbery of the cheque must have taken place during Lieutenant Smalley’s

Licutenant Smalley himself admits that the cheques were not always kept under
night locked up his Office in which his

bout, he nevertheless® deposited the key
* };";r(?.fr?lﬁfglm"' dated 16 April ity one of his own servants. These admissions afford evidence

, . of the fact that Lieutenant Smalley had, by his neglect, allorded
facilitics for the perpetration of fraud. The other grounds on which Lieutenant Smalley begs to
be relieved from pecuniary responsibility are, however, deserving, of consideration, and the
Government will not therefore insist on his makinZ good the loss entailed by the late case of

tenure of ofiice.
Jock and key, and although he states that he every
cheques were lying a

forgery. ‘
et ¥
3. Coloncl Ouchterlony’s Temarks on the responsibility of Tahsildars as Cashicrs of the

public funds, and the suggestions offered by him in paragraph 7 for a more circumspect dis-
duties in this respect will be considered in the Revenue Department. In the

snstance now under the notice of Government it is evident that had the Tahsfldac exercised
' even ordinary care, he would have been able to detect the forgery,
T%’f&i?}’};;;;,rgf;gge” dated #h  Which, as the District Engincer reportst, * appeats (o have been
most clumsily effected.” The easc’ under review fully warrauts a

caation to all paying Oflicers that they will be held personally responsible for payments made by
them on forged cheques.
4. 'The revised rules for drawing funds approved in Proceedings dated 14th June 1861,

, No. 1,086, provide for drafts being printed in a cheque book form, and numbered consecutively,
the pumbers running on in monthly scries. The Chict Engineer will report whether those pro-

visions of the Rules have been carried into eflect.
. (True Extract.)

iput.-Colonel,’

"

Secretury lo Governm

To the Deputy Chicf Engineer, Southera Circle,

Revenue Department.
« 1 P22 22 4
Exd. TV .109 Y.
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 No.859.

1 Lett{:r, Lieutenﬁnt Smalley; ‘
). Do. Captain Syme. .

1 Do, - -Bean. - Ly
’ R © -" ineans of a forged cheque. J
s

.be a very hard one.
solely and entirely wit

. not by any form of leg
~ " Setting aside the grave i
“‘Ain all reason and prudence
Government would scarce

which, ev

* thatif Licutenaut Smalley is mulet
in'the period barred by the Statut
sum levied, with interest, by asimp
appear, at least not by any

" on the occasion in point;

" frr » ~meothersource:as

 tecuion or tne Daiiy TV T - s . e
ation of ¢ sheer carelosssness’” adopted by Colonel Birdwood

" human precaution, even to the extreme measure of placing

“then (to put a very extreme case)
" a fittinz and easily discovered scason,

- states that he ¢ cannot justify - Mr.

bira (self) from responsibility on t

)

e g ST ¥ SE T EE
e T _

POEFT B SR 2

o .

e

¢

1

r

Read the following letter ‘from’Lieuten
in charge Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, to Lieutenant-Colonel W. L HORSLLY,
 Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Chgpauk, 20th May 1862,

- SiR, o - L o' Co
1. With reference to Order of Government No. 531, dated 22nd March 1862, 1 have the
l R the honor to submit for their consideration some further corres- .-

pondencejon the subj
the amount of money gb

ect of ' Lieutenant Smalley’s liability for
stracted from the Waindd Trgésury by

< - &

um V.misvép‘propriated, ,h'is“cas'e_ will
tate that by law the “liability rests - -
false_cheque ; "and that it could .

T § must confess if this Officer is made to refund th

s Itis of course
b the Treasury Oflice
al process be fastene
nexpediency of releasi
ghould devolve upon
ly desire to adopt a course of proceeding
uld not be recognized ds strictly legal. * L % ]

unnecessary for me to s
r who cashed the
d:upon the individual whose name was forged. -

ng the Tahsfldérs from the responsibility which.” -

towards one of their servants

en if porne out in equity, €0 : S AR
; view of the case I believe I am not exaggerating 1% when 1 say -
t of the forged cheque, and he were to die with-
e of Limitation, bis heirs would be in a position to recover the |
le procéss of law. And the‘imore'readi,ly that it does not -
his Office, to have been proved that the cheque employed -

“vas stolen from Lieutenant Smalley's file ; and that it was not obtained
from a Printing Press, or even from this Office, whence all the cheques

*-a" gfter passing’ through many bands, and are finally consigned to tbe uncertain pro-

PP SEPUE S SRSt it

3. Totakea very extreme

ed in the amoun

Jocumentin ¢

'

4. T think also that the alleg
is not altogether sustained. Thirty years experience of this country has satisfied me that no
keys beneath the owner’s pillow at -

night, can preserve property or papers from the scrutiny or grasp of a Native servant bent upon
their possession. No man can be constantly on his guard ; his keys must at some time or other be
out of his possession for a brief space ; and if at that moment while literally unable to retain them

as when in the bath or otherwise, a watchful servant seizes upon the cheque book and abstracts a’
blank valueless piece of paper, which be then renders worth 500 Rupees by forging thereto his
| ressing it to a4Tr'easurer ‘with whom that individoal has credit; and he |
sells the document toan employé of the Treasurer, by whom at
the money is embezzled ; surely under such circumstances

Lo amount from the pillaged

mnaster’s name, and addressing

Government would never for 2 moment contemplate recovering t

Oficer. A decision to the contrary woul

o admit that Lieatenant Smalley might have exercised greater precaution than be
] . But in the same spirit in which his superior Officer Captain Bean.
Smalley's carelessness in not keéping his cheque book
under Jock and key,” I must remark that I, to use Captain Béan’s: own words, * cannot exonerate
his Aécgount," since in the course of his doubtiless frequent vigits

ment.
. 5. Iquit ‘
appears to have adopted.

to the Wainfd Range Office, and consequent inspections of |
surely have ascertained and Latisfied himself *that so importaut an instrument_as the Govern-

nient cheque book was kept in safe custody ; especially as the Range Officer Was a young man.’
601 beg leave thercfore to recommend that Licutenant Smalley be allowed to escape with

an admonition ; bu
dérs -and Rangs Officers, of there
regard to trausactions similar to th

Lo s by

.

sponsibilities which Governmert consider them involved inin
at which has bad so unfortunate an issue in Malabar. I

’ -
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" . difficult for the most accomplished forger to imitate alname twice over on the .sam
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. 7. 1f no inconvenience is to be apprehended by such a course, I would suggest that ail

" "Tahsildérs be enjoined by a Circular Order not to cash a Department Public Works chegue,
“until they have received from the drawer a regular letter of advico specifying the number,”

" ‘amount, and date of a cheque drawn and the name of the party to whom it has been, or is to be
made payable, and it_v'vould be a further precaution against loss t.hro{xg‘n‘ this L'mhappil y prevalent

. crime of fcrger'y if cheques wete invariably drawn in favor of the drawing Oﬂicex, and endorsed
by him to the individual to whom he wishes the amoupnt tobe paid; as it'would then be very

A it S "5t , ! e document
without betraying evidence of the fal‘uqatlon to eyes not wilfully blind. T
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