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" No. 387. - Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th April 1862,
’ No. 2,361 :—

Read the following letter from P. GRAI\?T Esq., Collector of Malabar, to W, HUDLESTON,
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Calicut,

-

- 28th March 1862, No. 66,

SIR, °

. i 15 to Board's Miscell ~ 1. I beg to forward, for the information of the Board,
u rop o » &

. DY oyt Miscellaneons ircular, aletter from Mr, I, C Brown, of Anjarakandy, on the sub-

dated 2ud October 1861, No. 5,310.

Dated 14th instant. ject of the growth of Cotton in this country. The subject

.
%has enzaged Mr. Brown's attention for many years, and the result of his matured judgment is,

that large supplies of good Cotton wool can be raised. With his own letter Mr. Brown has

forwarded portions of the * Gardeners’ Chronicle” and Agricultural Gazette,” in which are con-
tained a series of lefters written by Dr. \tht, former Superintendent of Cotton Farms at Coim-
batore on the Cotton question, more especially with reference to its cultivation in India. The
result of thirteen )ears practical experience, in counection with Cotton’culture in Coimbatore,
is given in these letters, which are on that very account full of interest to many people in this

Presidency.
-1 shall be glad to Yeceire half a dozen copies.
2. Mr. Brown’s papers I request may be returned for re-transmission to khim nhen no,

2.
\longeur requned-

A

‘- -
«  « Tne QuesTioN oF CorToN Suppry.”

From Mr. T. BROWN to P. GRANT, qu., Collector of Malabar, dafed Anjarakandy,

11th March 1862,

SR, ' : L

1. After a diligent search of our records, [ regret much to say that those relating to the culti-
. vation of Cotton by my father, the late Mr. Brown, can no longer be found. They must have
shared the fate of lis house, when, in 1803, it was burned to the ground with every thiug it
contained by the rebels of Cotiote, my father, mother and family escaping with bare life.  But
I have the distinet and oft repeated testimony of my father to mysclf, detailing the results of
his careful Cotton growing experiments ; that he tried every kind, native and foreign, of which be
could procure the seed ; that every\kind flourished, flowered, and produced abuandance of excel-
lent Cotton, of more than average length of staple, all except the Pernambuco, the flower of
which was alw ays caten up by an insect peculiar to the plant, btou«rht apparently with the seed
from Brazil, its parent countr). . "

- 2, Of the foreign varieties tried, all, perennml plants, the Bourbon Cotton proved best
suned to the soil and climate of this part of North Malabar. - The samples of this kind which
Mr. Brown sent to London, sold readily at 1s. 6d. to 1s. 8. a1b. This import must have taken

'place in 1801-2, sixty years ago. Dut the culture of Cotton over the face of our steep rurmed
lnlls, where manual labor can alone be used; proved too laborious and cnstl_y to be remunerative
to an Lnglish grower. In 1800, the year after Tippoo’s fall, and the acquisition of Coimbatore
by the Company, Mr. Brown tried to export Coimbatore Cotton from Malabar to Englaud, but
first, the heavy land tax levied directly on all Cotton land, next, the utter want of roads from the
Cotton Districts to the Coast ports, and last, but by no means least, a-freight of £50 a ton,

which the Company in those days charged to the private Englishman on every article of Indian .

produce he was suffered to export to England on the Company’s ships, the only ships allowed to
come to India, made this attempt to open the Cotton trade a ruinous one. The Englishman in
Imdia being thus driven by his own countrymen, from his natural Cotton market, the maiket of
England, the American slave Cotton grower- stepped in, took undisputed possession and has
reigned supreme init from that hour up to the hour of the disruption of the United States.

" Thus is, sunmed up; the histery of the Cotton question as beheld in India and in America, at the

yresent time,
1

I would recommend that they be printed for geheral cireulation or sale; in either

. 1&.
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3. To revert to our records their destruction, however much a regretable personal loss

has now become of no moment publicly, inasmuch as I am in a position to - place before yo\;

evidence of the freshest date, of official authority, andof the first scientific character, detailine

the naturalizing and the successful growing of American Cotton in Coimbatore by the name:

under English superintendence, during a period of thirteen consecutive years ; and this not on a

garden tract, but over some thousand acres of a soil in which India abounds, the well known
black Cotton soil-

4. If the passing internal history of British India ever survived ir Englishmen’s memories
for a dozen or a score of years at a time, it would be unnecessary to introduce this evidence with
the following preface. In the year 1840, the notorious national Bank of the United States, which
in a year or two more stopped payment, organized a scheme, under its Governor, Mr. Nics. Biddle,
for monopolizing the whole Cotton crop of the States, and of selling it at the Bank’s price to all
the consumers of Europe. At this news, Liverpool Me:rchams, and Manchester manufactures
rushed to Cannon Row and the India House, the manufacturers almost bent on storming the India

House, unless a supply of Cotton were immediately obtained from India. Captain Baylis, who
was on furlough in England, was sent to the Cotton States, with orders and money to engage ten
American Planters on their own terms with all their own implements of Cotton cultivation and
with a large supply of American ‘Cotton seed, bring them to England, and take them to India,
for the purpose of teaching the natives how to grow Cotton. Captain Baylis soon returned
with his squad of recruits, armed with their own ploughs and cultivators, and speedily departed
* with them and with tons of seed for Bombay. Arrived there, the Americans were dispersed,
generally two together, over the three Presidencies, ap area of more than a million square miles.

5. Of the planters who fell to Madras, two were sent to Coimbatore. The Civil Surgeon
at that time of the station was Dr. Wight, a Botanist of European as well as of Indian wide-
spread scientific reputation. Dr. Wight received charge of the . Americans to the following
extent ; he was to see them provided with the land thev themselves should select, and furnished
with every requisite they desired for its successful cultivation with American Cotton upon the
American plan ; he was to look on, attentively follow their operations, and report the result,
but he was specially restricted from interfering in those operations, or in any manner directing
them. Dr. Wight was further instructed to distribute Awerican Cotton seed among the
natives farmers of Coimbatore, and in order to stimulate them to make trial in growing this
foreign Cotton, he was authorized to engage to buy from the farmers all the American Cotton
they should produce. Sim}lltaneously associated with Dr. Wight in the conduct of the
mechanical part of the experiment, was an intelligent Scotch Enginecr, named Petrie, who
arrived from England plentifully stocked with the latest home improved gins for ginning Cotton,
and the latest improved screws for screwing it into portable bales. These machines were set
up at Coimbatore at considerable cost, and worked successfully thrdughout the duration of the
experiment. :

6. The American Planters thus furnished ad libitum with land, money capital,
labour, plant, seed, manure and every improved instrument of American construction,
began their cultivation of American Cotton upon the latest and best American plan. Side by
side with them, the Coimbatore farmers proceeded to cultivate the same Cotton upon their Jand
upon their own, or native, immemorial plan ; the farmers not only not receiving one of the

extrinsic aids supplied so liberally to the Americans, but being weighted in addition with the
annual tax upon all their Cotton land.

7. This joint experiment was begun in-the year 1840, twenty-two years ago, under
Dr. Wight's special official supervision, was continued under it for thirteen successive years, and
clused as regards him only.on his resigning the service in the year 1853. Itis from his retire-
ment in England, and through the press of England, that in the year 1861, the Cotton public
Jearn for-the first time, in a shape that is accessible and readable by all, the undisputed resulis
of this great experiment. Those results are summed vp under the following heads :—

(1) That atthe end of three years, the American Planters completely exhausted the fertility
of their soil by cropping it with Cotton year after year. .

(2) That in the fourth and fifth years, their Cotton crops were not worth gathering
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(3.) Thatat the end of the fifth year, the Planters retired from.the ﬁelr% altogether, coné'essing
candidly that they could not compete with Co.imbatore farmerj in growing equally good, an
equally cheap American Cotlon per acre. i » ot

(4.) That the Planters proved to be mere croppers of the soil, not farmers in any s
the name.

(5.) Thatthe Planters further confessed, that instead of their teachi.ng, they had bcer; ta;:ght
by the Coimbatore farmers, by what system alone Cotton can bfa cu.ln.vate(l successfully for a
series of years without exhausting the fertility of the land on which it is grown. 1 N

(6.) That in practical demonstration of this truth, whereas the American P.anters were
beaten out of the field in three years, the Coimbatore farmers, at the end of their thirteenth ycar
of trial, produced from American seed of their own raising a Cotton crop as good al.ld as abundant
as was produced by the Planters the first year from the fresh seed they brought with them from
the Cotton States. : .

(7.) That this Cotton, more than fully equal in quality and quantity, acre for acre, to the
Cotton produced by the Planters, was produced al one kalf the cost of the Co.tton of the Plante.rs.

" (8.) That the experiment was not a mere garden experiment, but a trial of ye:ars, cfxmed
on over some hundred acres of land ; the end of which was, that the. seed of Arfnencan Cotton
was naturalized with complete success in the soil, climate, and agriculture of C:oun batore.

(9.) That the Coimbatore farmers accomplished this great result by the stmples‘t and at t.he
same time, the most judicious means by growing Cotton upon the same land only in rot.auou
of other crops, which long experience has taught them to select as best adapted to their soil a-nd
climate, and best suited to restore to the land the fertility of which it is exhausted by so, sourging
a crop as Cotton.

(10) That in the single province of Coimbatore, there ave two millions of acres of the well
kunown black Cotton soil, on which the naturalized American Cotton would thrive perfectly, and
that ¢ the plant not being fastidious in its tastes,” succeeds on soils of other kinds, when it is
gr .wn with the requisite farming kncwledge and skill.

(11.) lence that the production of American Cotton in India, under these requisite
counditions, may be said to be without limit.

(12.) That the indigenous Cotton of Coimbatore proved, after many trials, unsusceptible
of any improvement, whether in quality, orin increased length of fibre, ot in facility of parting
with its seed, and that during a year of drought, when this Cotton failed altogether, the
naturalized American lived through and gave a crop.

(13.) That for frecing Cotton from the soil without injury to the staple, the native Chwka
succeeds better than the English or American Saw gin.

(14.) Lastly, that besides following jmmemorially upon all dry land a judicious rotation of
crops, calculated to restore and increase its fertility, the bases of Indian agriculture, for tens of
centuries has been a practice which is now only becoming generally the basis of English scientific
farming ; namely, the complete stirring up and comminution of the soil, and its thorough aeration
to as great a depth, as the best mechanical implements known in each country will penetrate.

8. Suchis the decisive testimony given by so able and competent a witness as Dr. Wight,
of the issue of growing American Cotton in the South of India by American Cotton planters side
by side with native farmers. To add to its value, it is given to the world after he has carefully
compared for eight or nine years his twenty years’ observation of Indian farming, with modern
English scientific agriculture, and catisfied himself what the one in its native domain has to learn
from the other. The sum total is not greatf, when Dr. Wight states his belief that the native
farmer, with his plough and bullocks, prepares his soil for his crop in quite as e‘ficient a manner,
as does the English agriculturist with his steam-plough, costing hundreds of pounds.

9. DolIat all exaggerate in calling this evidence of world-wide moment ? After food,
Cotton, at the present day, has become the next necessary of life 1o all men, whether barbarous
or civilized. By what chance is it that this evidence finds the light after nearly a quarter of a
century’s oblivion ? ﬁy the merest possible accident.

10. The Cotton Supbly Association ventured last year to put forth in ¢ The ‘I'imes” some
random assertions relative to the causes of the failure of the American Dlanters sent to India in
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1840. These assertions were vigorously met by Mr. Petrie, the Cotton Engineer. The "ot

lemic waged between the parties on such a subject, naturally attracted the attention of
pO emic wa

7ight. Ile came to the aid of his quondamsCoimbatore ally in refutation of t}e association
o “lgf“il aioiding all controversy, and preserving the strict character of scientific and
but (.:are (‘:bs):arver he chose as his organ, for addressing more especially the practical and educated
;g:l\;:;i(;u\ihom he ,desired to inform and instruct on the fapabilitic:s of India‘ to pro'duce good,
cheap, and abundant American Cotton, the colums of ¢ t}m Agricultural Gazette,” o weekly
journal of modern English scientific Agriculture and Ilorticulture,

11. To this journal Dr. Wight sent a serics of eight able and thoroughly re
dated from the 21st October to the 9th December 1861, detailing at len

progress, and the end, aslong as he himself witnessed them of the Coimbatgre Awerican Cotton
expaerimeﬂts’ which 1 have taken upon myself to summarise very imperfectly, The Jus letter,
in its conclusion one of most valuable of all, has only lately reached me, I have scparated the
series from the rest of the journal, and do myself the honor of sending them 1o you separately,

12. 1 need not invite you to read them, who take so great and active ap interest in oy Ty
matter calculated to augment the Agnculnfral wealth and productions .of.S.nuth India,  After you
have read, and perhaps re-read them, I think, I may rely upon your Joming your strong recem.
mendation to my humb.lc and most earnest entreaty that the Government will see fit immcdiutvly
to publish the letters in the cheapest form,

and give them to the public ast)e most valuable
manusl which can be put into the hands of all persons in estineg themselves
a

India, who are iuter

on the vital question of growing Cotton for Eungland, whether they be Collectors, Mere
Planters.  Observe, 1 pray you, what {s passing at this momeat in Cudd

great area of the best black Cotton soil.  The Collector of this fine Prov
free grants for fize years of this waste 80il to the native farmers, to g

took theland, and proceeded as usual to ar
does the Collector on secing this
their cropping the
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gth the beginning, the
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row Cotton, e farmers
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naturally demur to ruin themselves as he bids them, while e has not a suspicion o
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The farmers
[ the reason
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13.  Again there are Pprobably many Englishmen, who are rushing largely into Cotto
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3 tematically depressed
a3 half told : how it was sys - 1786 :
in India is not ) . ith it, about the year :
16. Th; sw:]‘ytor\lca(:;“jc\);erican Cotton came 1nto com?et;(t'lo; :;l reve’n we, the other half by
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as the best contribution I can make in answer to the question you have addressed to me, * the
question of the Cotton supply,” and itis with all diffidence that 1 venture to offer it,

NOTE PAGE 24.

This cloth, wove by the ordinary country weaver, is intended to make four cloths, or lower
dresses called poddas, such as are habitually worn throughout the interior by ms. A,
women of the labouring class. The average price at which it sells in the piece is..,

4 12 0
1ts making costs as follows in money, time and labour, (the labour, being e

labour of the weaver’s family, men, women end children, who like him, can by

caste do nothing else but weave, can only be given in time),

Going to the nearest coast town, there bu
and red dye for borders, cost...

ying 8 bundles of English yarn, No, ¢
Steeping yarn in fresh water, then in conjee, or rice water, diying o

- 9
» Tincing ko
and drying it... ... RN TR Y 7 PR
Preparing the warp (by the women)... ... woo wev we .. L 2
‘Weaving it into clothby two men... v see wer wee oer .- .. 8
”
Remains for‘ the subat.istence cf 17 persons, 9 men, 8 women for .., T% days. ——
or five shillings sterling, . Rs. 2 g 0
Out of this sum the weaver has had till now -

to pay lLis
annual hiouse tax 1 Rupee, over and above lLig land li . ol
round his house, how litile svever it may be to

The value of his loom may be from 3 to 4

existence,
Untaxed Manchester is calling upon
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