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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
19¢h June-1862.
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No. 289,  Read the following letter from Captain J. MITCHELL, to J. W. BREEKS, Esq’
Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor, dated Kilpauk, 10th June 1862 :—

'

My DEAR SIR,

. I have the pleasure to send you the report on the Native Cottons,

t I have only measured three, as the others were evidently
24 to geta better average. . -

.

2, Thave examined all, bu
I have extended the measur

duplicates. ements to
ike and only want length; F is remarkable for the general

3. A and B are very much al

fatness of the fibres.

N. B.—The last number on the former report was 18. I thought it best to carry on, and

have therefore entered the first of this 19,
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the a’I\:};:a::h;ct:,,:Ln:; ﬁc;n t'bistllml:xpcr 9.re1 inten;]ed tfo show, without having recourse to 8 sca_Ic,
ion beiu: t}ms: b ot re in the several samples of Cotton sent by the Cotton Supply Associa-

’ 2 e greatest demand in the English market.

e et o o e o oty ol ey G
then tied round :h ““}&nthl} hOt hexa;emltf;s ° ;hz Bbres as l-m‘my a3 possible in line. Tewas

Do oo ':bml 'd'e with a thread, nr:h app x.en toa .one-mch diagonal s.ca.le. - 2
the othor :t : withstanding, every c:xr.c, ere will remain a few fibres which project beyon
" 5, it is proper to note that the lines represent the length of the principal body of the

uft, and not that of these few extreme fibres.

There is a perceptible difference both ta sight and touch in different Cottons, some are very
soft and silky-looking, others feel somewhat crisp and look less brilliant. DBut it ig probable that -
considerable experience is requisite before Cotton can be judged of in this way; therefore no attempt. @
bas been made to lay down rules on that subject here. It must, bowever, be observed that in cottod
of Indian growth the Microscope shews a greater proportion of thin flat fibres than is found in the”
Anierican grown cottons, and it is probable that much of the beautiful glossy appearance of the
better class of Long cloths and Cambrics depends upon the comparative absence of these thin flat
fibres from the cotton of which they are made ; and it may be a question for scientific Agriculturists
'Whether by alteration of the time of sowing or by some other means of which they will be the best
judges, more time cannot be obtained for the accumulation of secondary deposits in the hairs of
:?tton sceds. Its absence, and perbaps the shortness of the fibre also, may be duec to the too rapid
cipening ef the pods, or, is it owing to the poverty of the soil ? ’

Some cottons present a considerable number of *specks
ronsist of fibres in which the secondary deposit is absent, that 1
>f the cell-wall only.

The points to which the cotton spinner attaches the greatest importance is
And * ABSENCE OF 3OREIGN dMAT1EES” or iu plain words “piut™; un iformity of length also, is of course
wsumed ; a reference to the prices will show that they are in proportion to the length of staple.
I'hus on the 18th December 1861, Sea Island cotton which measured about one inch and two-thirds
Annas per 1b. while gaw-ginned Surat which measured one inch and one-
71d. or a trifle more than one-third of the price of the

" or “knots”; these are found to
g, of the thin flat fibres, consisting

“ LENGTH OF FI3RE"

a3 worth 21d, say 14
dfth, eay Lalf an inch less, brought only

“ormer,
The point therefore to which the attention of the grower should be directed is, by improved

cultivation to increase the length of staple, for we sce that when the staple was one-half longer,
-he price was three times greater or increased from a trifle under five Annas, to fourteen Annas
ib. 1t is true the fibre was also better sn other ways, but it is likely that more careful culti-

vation would improve the cotton in every way.

The Cotton (No. 1) placed at the head of the list is that in greatest demand, and it will be
scen that its length does not much exceed that of the Broach cotton. Knowing what careful
agriculture has effected in Europe, Europeans have a right to expect that the same cause should
produce the same effect in India, and an addition of one-half or 50 per cent. to the price should
be an inducement sufficient to the Cotton grower to endeavour to effect such an improvement as

would give India that command of the cotton market which is now held by America.

OrbeR THEREOS, 10th June 1562, No. 1,27.
1. The Government are much obliged to Captain Mitchell for the Table, &c., submitted
with this letter.

2. As the Table cannot but be of much use, '
of the Memorandum annexed, as also of the papers recorded in the Order of 5th May 1862,

No. 977, be furnished to the Board of Revenue for distribution to the several Coliectors of this

Presidency, and to such other persons as areé interested in Cotton cultivation.
(True Extract.) .

(Signed) J. D. SIM, |
Secretary to Government. |

the Government direct that copies of it and:

To Captain J. Mitchell. v
To the Board of Revenue. :
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RevENUE DEPARTMENT.

@S OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
in charge of the Government
s Excellency the

PROCEEDIN

Read the following letter from Captain J. MITCHEL
Central Muscum, to J. W. BREEKS, Esq.

Governor, dated Madras, 29th April 1862:—

L, Officer .
Private Secretary to Hi

My prar Sir, ’
With reference to the 16th paragraph of my letter of the 21st A}ml 1862 lfo 5'0;11;J atddreSS, i
have now the honor to forward a table exhibiting the prices of the Yarlous Samptel;‘! of Co tox; sex:h
out by the Cotton Supply Association, opposite to which are bieel lines to ;}'JOVIVh e av;;aie 01;8 X
of Staple, which lengths are also given in inches and decimal perts. To this c ave a i ;s .‘;r
memorandum to show why the table has been prepared, and containing a lew remarxs Javing
reference to some points to which it appears desirable to attract a.ttennon. . .
Will you do me the favor to ascertain whether this paper will meet the wishes of his Excel-

il 1862.
lency the Governor, as conveyed to me in paragraph 7 of your letter of the 3rd Apr
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Length and Price on the 18tk December
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4
¥

Number.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

__.i

Description,
B %
i X E
American Medium Cotton e e "'l
P"l!
Seq Jsland Cotton ’ee . s - —F
F‘
gea Tsland Cotton, stained . ves - - <y
5 jan Cott —_— i
Egyptian Cotton ser e .es . -2 s
}
e . —n .
Pernambuco Cotton e s — -
Fair Orleans Cotton o s v I —
Middﬁng O_rleans Cotton_ see oo e o : 4
Broach Surat e e - e . —
]
SaW-ginned Surat 1y :u s .re "‘": ::‘

% On the 20th Novewb |
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