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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 18th June 1862. ‘
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No. 281, Read the follow:ing Proceedings of the Board of Re\;enue, dated 13th June 18G2,
No. 3,814 : —

Read the following letter from B. CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of Madras, to W, HUDLE.
STON, Esq., Sccretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated Sydapet, 7th May

1862, No. 141.

Sig,
1. As directed in the Board’s P:oceedir.lgs, No. 2,331 of the Sth ultimo, T have the honor
to submit my repo;t upon the propositiof of the I\[es§r5. Morison to rent for five years the

Abkarry of the town and precincts of Madras.

-

[2]
~e

general expediency of having the sale of country-made Spirituous liquors in a large and Populoys
town like Madras under the directed coutrol of Government Officers,

Before discussing this particular application, I would make a few remarks touching the

-

3. The only objection which I have heard against tI}e.present‘ system is, that it doeg ot
becomse a Government to conduct the supply and sale of spirituous liquors through the agency
of its own servants, and thus to lay itself open to the imputation of g direct interest ipn Increased
consumption and its attendant evils ; but as long as a rev.enue fy.om the sale of SPirits is one of
the resources of the State, I cannot detect any ap'premable dx‘ﬂ‘erencg, or any relief to t)e
conscience, in substituting the renting out of.the eyjcxse for the d.xrect levy of it ; indeed it.seems
to me that, when the latter system has prevailed without complaint on tie part of the public, as
it has done in Madras for the last thirty-two years, it were preferable to retain it, and to continye
, which as they would niilitate against the passing interests of Renters,

would not be adopted by them.

. .o
4. Under direct management, the Government are enabled to introduce at once, as in the

case of the late alteration in the closing of the Arrack Shops from 12 to ]9 p, M any improve-

ment which they think fit without reference to t.he vested rights of othe.rs, an adva.ntage in therr
hands of great import, and with which the renting system would much mterferf-: i indeed, if for
Police or Mum’cipal purposes it was deemed exped'xent' to mak? any change which might have 5

there would immediately be raised, under a reat, a cry for cor.
Pensatidn, which it might be difficult to satisfy except at a.n‘undue sacrifice.  The removal of
Shops from cer tain localitles by the orders of Government is not of unfrequent occurrence, and
this though of easy adoption, when they bave to account only to. themselves for the result, may -
Prove far otherwise, when the interests of others are-aflscted. Itis true that these incidents may
be provideq for in the rental agreement, but it is not so clear that the broposed Renters ape pre-

Pared for thege contingencies, or that if subjected to Lhex.n, they would not modify thejr Present

offer. \

S

3. Belieying then that the Government would be averse, €xcept on material apq manjfest

]
advantages, to a change in the present system, which of late years has wojkeq so well, I wil} pro-
g .

ceed toa consideration of Messrs. Morison's offer.
6. One of these gentlemen visited me and asked my support to thej, intended proposal, Lyt
I at once told him that [ should oppose it, as being in many ways detrimental to the Goverument
“ -

interests.

-
v

7. They have 2orrectly given the average net revenue of the Mad”fs Abkarry for the as¢ five
vears, at 6,253,174 Rupees, and they propose to farm that revenue for the next five Years on ap

RS
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annual payment of 6,735,000 Rupees or

: 50 ]
first mentioned. 50,000 Rupees in advance of the net proceeds of the period

'l'hey hav
e alleged .
partlnent, and dec]a -] certain causes f 1 . .
re that the r . or the progressive improve : .
evenue derived from this sourceain 1860 Glpc::;::ell)n Or'tht‘s':zz
- e maintained.

8. lint
. end to show th .
at their .
reasonings, and the conclusion drawn from them, are incorrect
» inc .

9. The presence
. . i Of the Ra'l
inclined to think that since jts ‘: way Company has undoubtedly improved our receipts, but I am
]

years, When lhe l. Openingn in l8-6 .
ine w. . 20 1t bas n : . ]
as fOl‘mmg ot assisted us as rauch as in previous

bute mu H . Stations w .
ch increase in our sales to the t’r orkshops, &ec., constructing. So also I do not attri-

Bengal Muti . 00 .

withadxawa;]:"ny. hI think that any influx ofpsg tempgprarily located at Madras on account of the
. rom the garrison roops was more th .

N of ; e than com S
Mx]ftla was probably a clear q-the Fort, and from the Mount. The fo Pemf‘“ed :‘”' o
attribute our inereased revenugf; l: t.o us, but they were not long cmbod'ri]m“(o)no the Sappel['
share of credit, but desive to att ‘}’ll.mproved supervision, for “Eich I w'";l t t : A i
a 3 18 .
ch it chiefly to the Superintendent and Dcp:rt:neen tlz)llana(ﬁSz:s

10. Increasin
= g as the revenuy o
50,000 Rupees in the former, and szsm:f 1838-39 and 1839-60 are shown to be, we lost about

us with Batavia i 35,000 ;
avia instead of Colombo A 000 in the latter year, by the Commissariat furnishing

be added t . rrack, "
o those years, ifan average is to be ({‘:::“‘d‘?xooo fupees therefore should in fairness
ced from them,

11, Ttis stated, that T am made t}

for 1860-61 i .
0-61 is due to the enhanceq duye authority for the remark, that the rise in the revenue

. ' Y on importe iri i
fo:;:;t“g; Wi b ben sttty Abkayp d spirits. It is declared too that when the
or96,oooyRu;'e:hig':;ﬂ“’fextraord,uaryincgmafg; duti l'ths o B e e e
obtamed for Libor tha S Tom the good w uties show a corre dine falli .
ohiained fr Lbor, ths Gearaess of rundy ages ; sponding falling off. [ give
8t udd, from the effi y, and Marginall ini i
Ozkmung da, Depar.menél,ent mansgement iol lly th: extdract from my Administration Report,
iich gives the * dearness of B »
g ss of Brandy” as one reason for
a greater resort to country spirits, but the annexed

Gallons Dut

1856-57. y

; crenees 21,336 S

1857. > 27, tat . g, e

1&2,;.23_,:: 732’3},’2 43)2;_'1' Mad‘:mer}t of}:he quantity of spirits imported, and duty levied at

1859 60.. ... 2404 1,13,883 as, for the last five years, clear , .

1860-61......... ;2’0“ 55,368 18359-G0 and 186 . J . ly shows that the falling offin
© O 2HLIBL 72,100 and 1860-G1, is owing to the market having been glutted

o utte

8t03 Ruplézstl:; enormous imports of the preceding year, just before the
ns took place si @ gallon. 'Fhe Stat?me"t shows too that no fallina off in
was gradually recovering f simultaneously with the rise in the Abkarry, but that the :lark t
swelled by exceﬁSive‘im g from the flood of spirits poured into itin 1859-G0, which was f e
ports by land from Pondicherry, as givenin the marginal Statemcn‘gber

rise in duty from 1
the Customs retur

4
P Fasl;
1266, Gallons. Dt 12, Ti i
Toay e g 1lys. 2. hough we had to contend against an immense quantit
Efég \ 333 . 557 of cheap Brandy in the market, the collections of 1859-G0 Shoz
Cteasesges > R . . .
1270 e 1 95 the largest annual increase during the period taken by M
€SSYS.

LRI 11 ~ .
33 Morison, and were no less than 1,15,000 in advance of tho ]
sS€ o

the preceding year. Itis probable then that the consumptio
n

of imported 1 :
- lquor is by a dj
; . ifferent cl : i
affect the other in any reat de“reec ass than that of country liquor, and that the one dues not
. e -3 .

13. Mes
srs. Morison h i .
, owever rizhtly state that 1860-61 be re
an hat 186 m s :
4 .d that the collections of th o Fasli wi ay be re\garded as an exceptional
ut the are wrong i . e present Fasli will be a lac short of those of its predecess
g in supposing that the revenue will fall off in like degree 18 precesessen
o .

year,

14, Oue, a
. nd 1 .
in the Admi“’i“ratio:pf{rehend a chief, cause of the tise in 1860-Gl, and which, though omitted
eport, is mentioned in the Demand, C : ’ sf omitte
) ' .d, Collection and DBalance mo
nthly
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” Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
18¢h June 1862. ‘

e

e and prolonged attack of Cholera which harassed the town
le were alarmed and drank Arrack either as a cordial, or to

ed from that period.

returns to the Board, was the sever
about the middle of 1860 The people
: allay their fears, and our sales largely increas

sent year is greatly due to the very unfavo.rab'le nature of
Following as it does an adverse years {he resources of the .A..rrack drinking class are
find it difficult to maintain themselves and fzm}xhes, nfuch more to ?nJoy
Had the year been an average one and the price of rice at the ordinary
uld not have been more than 50,000 Rupees.

15. The falling off in the pre

the season.
so straitened, that they
the luxury of a dram.

rate, our decrease in collections WO

L
d they included the current year's revenue, at their alleged

r still more favorably. 1 do potsee however the possi-
e is to be taken, they would include 6,18,000 as the

i i he much less revenue of 1856-57, which
. - 1ude from their comparison t : s
- er;u:go(i;ot(l)n;) e am;:zid\;n; this years’ revenue, even ab their figure, the average collections
\\ ::sthe’e;iv,e yeal‘suvs?lis\.)e 6.42,820 Rupeess and not 6,25,174 the five years' average given by them.
H

16. Messrs. Morison state that ha

deficit of one lac, their offex would appe
bility of this result, as if five years averad

Dos
men of capital, but are supported by Messrs. Parry

. I believes ~- N
17. The applicants & noly if the Government could call upon them for any -

: curit
& Co., who are unexcepuonable e y ddenly thrown up, but the liability of the above .

. €
loss sustained by them o the contract -b months’ instalments.
named Firm extends only to the depostt of two

the two months’ deposit is not really f

18. Experience tells us that when difficulties arise,

available. .
month elapses before this ulterior

would be in hand, and it would b

operation within a month to P .
for the re-organization of the Department:

, vai
servants, who would pTOPab]y not be 2

e necessary fo
s and this P ;
The renters would disc

lable when require

From consideration i dopted, and in this case sore
r the Government
eriod [ confident]

the farm is not immediately attac
60,000 Rupees only

management to be in full
y assert is much too short

harge several of

bed; and a i

our present

|

Lry

d, and stores of Arrack, Jaggery,

firewood, &c., must be laid in.

{hat the necessarily large stock of }

19. The Contractor
material, which they must

s declare stra
keep OB hand,

ngely in my opinion,
would bec

onfiscated to the Government by their failure,

would extend only to the amount deposited, and

LS

1
i

R

. h seizuré i .
but they.mus.t well know that i\;colnly be taken at its estimated value, and - that far from the E
that their private property cou 1d have to purchase from them {
!
i

Government wou
T : . & confiscateds the
SI:'I::S. and other mat;nal beli“i qu'\red . jate use, for such could not be procured else-
at their own prices, the stock

A " " probab fore that the Government would have to purchase at
- where at short notice. 13

high pri - fact was the case when the Contractor of 1830 threw up his lease, and forced
gh prices, as in fact Was ’

N ous rates-
his stock upon the Government al enorm

8

not in my estimation cover the probable loss to

refore does , .
the ddenly the Contractor’s business.

20, A two months’ deposit
d to take up 8¢

Government, if they were oblige

¢ . - Mr , se of the Chingleput Abkarry, t}:e Govern-
21, Ttis d.ec\ared that onlyT1: : 13;53 D from Faslis 1262 P8 taclusive, ‘ol o
ment have lost in such 1e . fore Rupees 2,38,650, of which the Govern-

5 P regate was there
of Rtupees 79({5.)0 yearly. The aggres 2,000 was on it of an unfavorable scasov,
ment remitted 31,237 Rupees, ©

¢ which Rupees 1

B
2,

i

’
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and Rupees 19,237 were lost

lose by f t e COlltla
actual de aul ) they f ] h Ctor
¥

do not f
rom but i
other causes always r if the Government do not -

eali
ize the rent agreed upon.

Fasli.
{ Remissions, | 22, There
! are usuall . .
—— Seas ua -
1259., | —— ons, though it would Y remissions for unfavorable
1260... , 1:35,900 2,9 mentof Messr . appear from the :
1261...... 113)8' 5’053 that the 8. Morison’s leases of the N marginal State-
126@;’. 99 5,000 ¥, usually paid up the full amo orth Arcot Abkarry,
: 1,04,0 23 unt of thei
1266....! ,000 23 Ido . their contract
eset cee no T .
lQ(g--. ...... e 2,495 bemg‘ Present aPpliCay t tlflnL 1t 'mPTObable howev . i .
127 1,25.000 et 00 ar! 1 lon 13 successful vever that if their
P PRI 000 rears, : Plea or anot} ul, they will .
< None, tive lt‘ra.large remission for t ! obtain on one
—_— | : WO Years o
—_— ut of the

fO[' a co H
nsiderable 21
S reduction j 2t The
w . ion ) y assert
ith considerably few in the Establishment, and that the farming syst )
supposed to be ny °r serva »and I presume therefore :}, ystem gives room
meri \

erie Our force i3 noft u;e'y would work.

. w o .

the advantaces ) 4-3 only on the reve » and they have e.l paid, and is
not so readi] attaching to Gov nues, and I cannot s a pension in prospect
leadlly assisted by tl )ef-nment servants, and from b -JPPOsc that fe prospect,
1e Police, would collect the re eing the agents

yeénue “liich .

13 now

—-——

w .
er men, without

of private parties,
realized, ,

o=
~Jd. The
number and situat;
nd situation of shops are to be th
e the same
¢ as at

can be »
at
vision fﬁ)mh‘:r?d from the application
einT mor
o e suQCes’rul .
in pre

chSun)ed - b

. u

inferi H t these results .
tor class of sz ould s2em doubtful

itself, the prese
rofi nt, so
proiits must be lovked fOr’fro l:)‘at as far as
m better su
per-

2, and from i

: excising
_ mo i

e o l' if the establishment o b duge® liquor
tal fuice of the Govern

is to
be decl’c‘ascd, an

rvants entertal
terdained, and ¢
ment tak
en aw:
ay from

the m:
Imanagement.

26. Tt
’ re applica
Tast two b nts may, an :

- two huve been bad, and i,f:e d with re
etter, but it is obyi previou
away ;1 . 1t is obvious that the G o
¥ the advautage upon oth overnm

ners,

ason X ct run ‘ r ‘d‘
y €)1 pc arun o Inore
hrec rO0 a 3 y "

not ‘bo d, nd we ma (3]
' X
ent mdy as w ell b(‘ncﬂ

orable seasons, ag the

ady pect a change for the
13 contingency, as th

- , row

n-; l‘h us fe H
. cre 18 ('.n')llle!’ ca
e not p n u W
a,“u\led to m thc a phc‘ﬂ.io b t
¢ ’ .}“('h [{s]
’ ul(l not }
ave

escaped notice i
, which make

. st
shall prove that even § : he future of the Abk .
mean tho ety inancially the present off; arry still more hopeful, i

g y reduced cost at which we "b(’“er is not advant s explainip

sball work her
eafter,

aoce 7 whi
geous to the (}overnbm bieh [
ent, I

OS A .
~ C]OSe inspe M
ction of
char + the Sta . .
ges having of late years been in ex tement given in paragraph 7 wil
Xxcess ratio to ° i will d
the collecti raw att .
ctions, €ntion t
o the

Yupees 1,08,000, on recei
,000, ceeipt of i
pt of Rupees 6,338,000, that while they were in 1856
a0-57

Rupees 9,68,00
,68,000.  This enhq they w i
nhanced expenditure has be)eu“:arz 1:; blSG()—Gl Rupees 2,49
se ~
¥ the high ra 40,000 on
s rate at whicl
:h the «

Department i i
is debited b
y the C issari
;l Annas per gallon, an in lsg(l)ng.lls;{mat for the Colombo Arrack
ar § . -
- as I can sce, merely at the will upee 1-8-0 per ga'lon v.hc lsupphed. It wasin 1856.57,}
cess of the prime cost > ill of the Auditor of C e atter charge bei L
at which rate they profes ommissariat \cco 8¢ being fixed as &
ess to supply it unts, as it was far in |

[,() I
e~ ‘ast year I W .
sunply as directed
PPy, ar . d b .
I'Cduc)c’s old I procured it at 15 ‘\nnay the Government to make 1p
the year x:‘r ‘lel’ehditure this year bysrt-},lgog““on, and the reductj Y f)wn arrangements for t!
s that althous! 57,800 Ru onin pri or the
oh our eoliecti . Lupees, and this wi Price on this i
lections will fall off a lac of”i{w‘“ so tell upon th”s ttem elone
! upees . e out-turn of
3, and will
il amount to
about

—
Rl T T,
—

g N N R

P ——

Y

i

so exceptionally h

Proceedings of the

Rupees 8,76,000, our cha
Rupees 7,22,000, or 4,000 Rupees a
igh, that it could not be

§rvidy

(2]

0. The average net revenue f

. :‘:d Messrs, Morison’s offer shows ©
e Rupees 2,49,125, which they have put

81. I fully expect to obt
that a contractor is ready to furnis
would have given a reduc
exceeded that of last yea

9
32. If a successful manage

an opinion, I will give the
less than 7,30,000 Rupees,

Mevo.

T 0y \
h;' lg;"“f‘ﬂ Petitions Nos. 1,103 and
3; ',c) of 1862, uro herowith returned,
Mis report sulficiently replics to

them,

[a] r
. 31, The Governmen
0 possess in keeping the Abkarry

upon biings them no

cha rer 3
arges were at the lughest, whe
are appar

apparently favorable, but that ¢

ﬂﬁlm'r;'r l"r ha collection of the revownue
3 tro'n the rotul sale of epiritu-
fermeated higquors with the -

pun
b and Madras, ahal
of M e]r the charge of the Collector
Mahas, who shall perform the

ous ot
Town and saburbs of

1 .
i;t}es“'“}‘“et‘_m\ therewith unde
itrol of the Board of Revenue.

306, 1 bolieve thent

favorably of it, and

public competition, and that no d
wle Faw 3 i i
sou’s favor, as tuok place 11 granting them th

o= Thi
YR his reply has been soI0
I‘G;zn-dnlg the Nourth Arcot Abkarry,

A .1' Ordercd to be subm
‘ p.il 1862, No, 767, Revenu®

AN AR AN

Department, ®

Madras Government, Revenue
18th June 1862.
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700, and our net revenue will be

Rupees 1,53
orison notice as beidg

rges will be only
f 1860-61,which Messrs. M

bove that 0
maintained!

is Rupees 6,63,637,

dine four years,
[=]
instead of

or the present and prece
7 Rupezes in the five years,

nly an increase of 56,00

forth.

indeed, I understand,

s of the present year
would have

at 12 Annasthe gailon ;
anl this onthe collection
and the net revenus

ain my next supply
hit at that rate,
tion in costs of 63,000 Rupees,

r by 15,000 Rupees.

last seven years entitles me to offor
ext five years will average not

* plorison.

bkarry for ths
fihen
¢ tendered by Messrs

nent of the A
e net revenue 0

» assurance that th
amouu

or 33,000 Rupees above the
Jeepers and 515 Toddy

o have hitherto done well ander the liberal
d who look with dismay

e will, I am

33. There are 139 Arrack shop

wh

f the Department, a3

shop-keepers,
and their €as

administration ©
at being handed over to2 Renter,
ation,

eive fitting consider

sure, 1ec

.
ich 1have declared them ‘.(
{he application now reported
roper time, when our
alpable, and its texms

amined.

atting aside the 2 1vantages wh
in the hands of their own servants,
It has beed put forward at the P
acticable redaction in them was P

ears when the question 13 ex

¢ will see that P

ga'm.

napt
tqracter disapp

peeuniary

a3 Lastlys it seems to me that the Madras Abkarry cannnl

HE N U3 " ; .

for the present Act (XIX of 1852) passim, and >

subjoined Section, places the Abkarry ux?der j
uthorized

t m'l-m'rement, and therefore alease of it must bea
Rlahar=]
rment. At present 2 Renter would be

n rights.

be rented 00
cularlyin the
dircc power
a speci W1 enac

« the by
force his oW

less to ¢
hould they think
be submitted to
in Massrs. Mori-

piication,but s
¢ the rent will
ill again oceur

ernment will reject this ap
Iaw, 1 frust tha

lat the Go¥
blished rule w

ssing a new

determing on P8 : :
L0 e N
sviation from €8 \. M
o lease of the North Arcot Abkarry in Fasli 1:202.
ting the:
been detained for the information

red, and has

yed only on the Gth instant.

prep?

e d.t)’s .
S recel

which wa

e

. - : "
it Governmen ¢, with refereuce to their Proceedings dated 3th
tte 0 Ll . . s . ar th e
itte whe Board concur in epiion with the Collector that

<
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as the Liw now stands,

satisfied that such
doubt w

the Abkarey of the Ma
ah arrangement w
lether the auod

‘change in the existiny
ou this point the B,

3 t
y are 1o

dras to 0 cannot ba rented out, hut they ¢
ould be financj

tion of
System of (irpgr

ard conside

. ‘er, admits of
iy disudvantageons, I, howe.\cr’,cz’\ldl;;x‘t:_my
the Police of the town would be promone:
Government mana rament
¢ that the opinion of the
al Principles the majoriiy of
ground, the change be oo

divest itself of ¢
should be obtained to allo

should ba sold for terms o
not be made over Lo

administr,

i ul
which is of lonz stuvling,
) : 1.
’ | e tanclle
Comnissioacr of Police should be t:
2. Oagomor
the last mentione

Joveins

.. . 1. . 1w Gove
red objectionable, it is d..-sxrab.e’.h.xt tl T
ment should ministration of ths Abkarry, and thatan B
ation in the system, b
s by pablic
any individy ap

12 detailed a1 {2 loase of the Tarm

W oof this altep atin this case, the leas + should
i tould b2 iavited, butit s

y austion, or tenlerss'ion 2

plicant,

(\ true ('up_v and Dtiact.)

J b n 1%} 4 \] w r Il"!/c
0 ( io’ ‘d’ . ”UDLI‘:b ro. » ASLC Clt
LO. “8 ~_).

——
Forw

REWx, 18:h June 1862, No. 1,31s,

ner of Police at Mudras
siderations of P

avded to t)e Commissi,

on the expadioncy, g0 f,

Madras,

: is opiniun
cnression of his of
for an carly expressior

e Uf
T i he Abkarry
traseom tice are concerned, of renting ont t

V)

(Signed) J. D. SIAI,

. »l,
Sierctary to Grovernme
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