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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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No. 177, Read the following letter from W, G.McIVOR, Esq., Superintendént Government
Gardens, to J, D. SIM, Esq., Secretary t0 Government, Revenue Department, Fort

Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 15th May 1862, No. 4:—

Str,

1. 1 have the honor fo acknowledze the receipt of the Order of Government, dated 6th
May 1862; No. 987, accompanied by a letter from J. Quchterlony, Lisq., on thé subject of the
cultivation of the Neilgherry Nettle.

2, 'Tlic experimental cultivation of the Nettle was tried in the Government Gardens as
early as June 1848, and continued until the end of 1853, The produce was forwerded to the
late Di. Royle, Naturalist to the Honorable East India Company, for report, this gentleman
su‘b‘gﬁnpd it to the Dundee Manufacturers, who reported it ¢ a very good fibre, but rather dry.”
1t was subsequently submitted in 1851 to Mr. Dickson, who “having passed it through his
“'machine and liquid, has reduced it like a° beautiful, soft, silky kind of flax, and calls it &
« wonderful fibre, of which the tow would be useful for mixing with wool, as has been done
“ with hina—grass,,g\qd the fibre used for the finest purposes.” I received no further report on
the fibre from Dr. Roy]E’, although I am aware he' also submitted it to the Leed’s Manufacturers

il in ox*‘dgx': to ascertain its value and capabilities of forming a mixture with woollen material.
« ' N 3, T have lately forwarded, through the Collector of Coimbatore, samples of this fibre for
' the Intérnational Exhibition of 1862, and I would respectfully suggest that the experiment the
Government now recommend to be conducted in the Government Gaardens may be delayed until

we receive the report of the Jurors.
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No. L&), OrpER THEREON, 12th June 1862, No. 1,296,
1.°%Tn this letter Mr. McIvor reports that he has already tried the cultivation of the Neil-

gherry Nettle, and that his experiments extended over a period of five years. The produce has
been submitted to Dr. Royle, and Mr. Dickson, in England, and has received favorable mention.
Samples ;.Of the fibre have also been forwarded to the International Exhibition of 1862.

g

9. Under these circumstances Government do not see the necessity of troubling Mr. Mclvor
with any further experiments, but he will be requested to draw up for the informdtion of the
public g‘br‘ief account of the mode of culiure adopted by him, the soil and treatment required by
the plant, &e. ‘ |

(Signed) P. P. HUTCHINS, .
: " Acting Deputy Secretary to Government.
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