


G overnment, Revenue Department,

June 1862.

Madras
10th

Proceé;diﬁgs of the

ing letter from Captain J. MITCHELL, Officer in charge of the
w. BREEKS, Eeq., Private Gecretary to His

No. 138,
tral Museum, to J.
as, 29th April 1862 :—

April 1862 to your address, T

ples of Cotton ‘sent.

My pEAR SIE, :
' ¢ of the 21st
the various sam

With reference to the lﬁth para.graph of my lette
rd & table_exhibiting the prices of
ok lines to show the average length

have now the honor to forwa
out by the Cotton Supply Association; opposite 0 which are bla
of Staple, which lengths are also given 10 inches and decimal parts. To this T have added a short
memorandum 0 show why the table has been prepared, and containing & few remarks having
reference to 8010C points to which it appears desirable to attract attention.
Will you do me the favor to ascertain whether this paper will meet the wishes
lency the Giovernor, a8 conveyed to me in para raph 7 of yOur lotter of the grd April 1862

of his Excel-




Len#k and Price on the 18th 'Déc{mber 1861, of the Following Samples of Cotton.
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# On the 20th Nevember 1861 for this sample only.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Levenue Depariment,
10th June 1862.

The white lines on this paper are intended to show, without having recourse to a scale,

the averago length of fibre in the several sampl
tion, being those in the greatest demand in the English market,
out repeatedly a small quantity of Cotton

es of Cotton sent by the Cotton Supply Associa-

The plan of measurement adopted was to tease
until a tuft was obtained with both extremities of the fibres as nearly as possible in line. It was
then tied round the middle with a thread, and applied to a one-inch diagonal scale.

But as, notwithstanding, every care, there will remain a few fibres which project beyond

oy . pais - v J w
> 1 o RPN i v A
the others, it1s proper to note that the lines represent the length of the principal body of the
o N ~ 1) A
tuft, and not that of these few extreme fibres.

both to sight and towch in different Cottons, some are veiry

There is a perceptible difference A e i ,
soft and silky-looking, others feel somewhat erisp and look less ‘b.mlh;?ut. But it 18 probable that
considerable experience 18 requisite before Cotton can be judged of in this way ; therefore u'.o attempt
has been made to lay down xules on that subject here. It 'n1:1:>t, lzo.wcvm‘. h‘c observod.tlmt in c-inttn::;‘;
of Indian growth the Microseope shews a greater ‘.\r(\l\v';(-t}‘nl-l of thin ﬂ't fibres than is found in the
American grown cottons, and it is probable that jauich of the beautiful glossy appearance 'of the
better class of Long cloths and Cambries depends upon t
fibres from the cotton of which they are made ; and it may be a question for scientific Agrieulturists
whether by alteration of the time of sowing or by some other means of which they will be the best
: btained for the accumulation of secondary deposits in the hairs of

he fibre also, may be due to the too rapid

he comparative absence of these thin flat

judges, more time cannot be o

cotton seeds. Tts absence, and perhaps the shortness of t
ripening of the pods, or, s it owing to the poverty of the soil ?

Some cottons present a considerable number of 8
consist of fibres in which the secondary deposit is absent, that is, of the thin flat fibres; consisting

“knots" ; these are found to

of the cell-wall only. \

The points to which the cotton spinner attaches the greatest importance is * LENGLH OF FIBRL
and “ ABSENCE OF FOREIGN MATTERS” or in plain words “DIRT”;un iformity of length also, is of course
assumed : a reference to the prices will show that they are in proportion to the lengih of slaple.
Thus on the 18th Docember 1861, Sea Island cotton which measured about one ineh and two-thinds
hilé saw-ginned Surat which measured one inch and one-

was worth 21d, say 14 Annas per Ib. w
id. or a trifle more than one-third of the price of the

fifth, say half an inch less, brought only 7

former. Wit S y
The point therefore to which the attention of the grower should be directed is, by improved

cultivation to increase the length of staple, for we see that w hen the staple was one-half longer,
the price was three times greater or increased from a trifle under five Annas, to fourteen Annzlxs
Ib. Tt is true the fibre was also betler in other ways, but it is likely that more careful culti-
vation would improve the cotton in every way. i

at in greatest demand, and it will be

The Cotton (No. 1) placed at the liead of the hist is the s .
scen that its length does not much exceed that of the Broach cotton. Knowing what careful

. N . - 3 - -y R R N OXDRe v y 3 OF sl ]
agriculture has effected in Burope, Huropeans have a right to expeet that the same c:u?sc should
produce the same effect in India, and an addition of one-half or 50 per cent, to the price should
be an inducement sufficient to the Cotton grower to endeavour to effect such an improvenient as
would give India that command of the cotton market whieh is new held by Ameriea.

No. 189. OrpER THEREOYN, 10th June 1862, - No:<1,270:
1. The Government aré mueh obliged to Captain Mitchell for the Table, &c.; submitted

with this letter,
As the Table cannot but be of much use, the Government direct that copies of it and
ers recorded in the Order of 5th May 1862,

s

of the Memorandum anunexed, as also of the pap
No. 977, be furnished to the Board of Revenue for distribution to the several Collectorsef this

Presidency, and to such other persons as are interested in Cotton cuitivation.
Siened) o de DL STM,

LS /

Secretary to Gavernment,
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