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Proceedm as of the Madras Grovernment Revenue Department
28th May 1862:
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No. 5214, Read the following letter from Captain J. J. BRINE, Assistant Conservator of - .
Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenus Department, Fort '

Saint George, dated Kétagherry, 7th May 1862, No. 7 :—

SIR,
1. I have the honor to acknowledge th@receipt of the Proceed-
q N:’ if%’ wiegh Bﬂ’t i ings of Government and Order thereon No. 942, dated May Ist 1862,
e 3 with copies of two letters* marginally noted, forwarded to me for my :
information and guidance by the Assistant Conservator in charge of the Central Office at Madras.
2. From the first of these letters it appears to me that Major Morgan has thought proper to
bring my conduct unfavorably to the notice of Government, without at the same time submit-
ting any of the explanations which from time to time I have had the honor of submitting to that
Officer. Neither was the least intimation given to me that it was his intention to lay the
watter before Government. Under these circumstances I trust I may be excused in thus
departing from the prescrilyed rules on the subject of correspondence : and beg respectfully to
submit the following explanation of my conduét in the matter in question. ! "
t No.842, dated March 8th, 1863, 8 As regards,para"faphs % to 4 of the letter} mm'gmﬂlly 2
noted, I bave the honor to state that I made the contract in : %
question with a view to help out the completion of the large number of planks I had SR
estimated to be cut in season 1861-62; 3,000 in all, knowing from experience the difficulty of o g
procuring axemen in sufficient numbers. I was wrong in not having submitted the contract Rt '1
to the Officiating Conservator : but I respectfully beg to urge that as he permitted the comple- = \J,:-f.
tion of the contract after due consideration, he should not hold me responsible for its short- s R e
comings, if any, Finding that the state of my health would preclude thie resumption of my P ) '»:
duties in the Forest, I wrote to Major Morgan, informing him of this contract ; and as from its =
being an innovation on the established practice in the Forests, I wished to personally superin- ! A i
tend its progress, I requested him to put a stop to it for the present. He, however, sanctioned
its being proceceded with under the supervision of Lieutenant Ouchterlony who had been

appointed to act for me. i
4. With reference to paragraphs 5,6, 7 and 8 of the same letter, [ have the honor to state -

that on my rejoining my appointment at Coimbatore, I found on enquiry that the Contractor's
planks 504 in number had all been delivered ready for measurement at the foot of the slip by -
the first week in December, and not sg late as the 20th December as stated in Major Morgan's
letter. It is the invariable practice in the Anamallai Forests that as soon as a Contractor has
cut the required number of planks they shall be measured at once and the account closed.
This duty, 1 beg to submit, ought most certamly to have been performed under the orders of
the Olficer under whose supanmeudence the planks had been cut, as there was ample time
before my arrival for its bemg done. I pointed out this matter most clearly to Major Morgan,
and I stated to him that' I was naturally disinclined to undertake the responsibility of a duty
which ought and could meost eaply have been performed by the Olﬁ«,er who was then on the
spot, and under whose orders the planks had been cut.

5. With reference to pamgraph 9, I beg to state, that as there was ample time, viz., from

first week in December to the 23rd, on which latter date Lieutentant Ouchterlony - quitted the
locality, to have performed the ‘ﬂesu'ed daty, that Oflicer should be held xesponslble and not

ey, Ty T S
9

A

A

¥
S a

“
LT R

. b Tl
L A U8 SR "

myself, ‘
In declining to take the responsllnhiy qi thqse mtasuremeﬂ :
elude the performance of my duties : but s 0
with which I consider I had been unjuﬂly @g@; : 3 '

6. With refaz@nce to pa;agraph 10 of the s same Tettez. Iinve the honor mﬂate that MaJor
Morgan has already called on me to explain wby the planks cut by a Contractor averaged 23
cubic feet, while those cut and measured by an Overseer average only 13 cubic feet. I E
explained to im that 13 cubic feet was the usual size of planks that had been hitherto cut by ®
my predecessors 3 and that 1 would alter the dimensions in futiie if he desired it, but I have

'f“hx'd no desire Whatewer to
: yself the onua ofa burd.en
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 28¢h May 1862.

not yet been favored with a reply.

I have also long ago reported the payment of the
Contractor in full.

It is always desirable to have the planks cut of as large dimensions as possible, bcmu'sc
the Bombay Agent pays for them according to their class, If therefore a great numb.er c .
entered as first class planks, to the exclusion of the inferior classes, the difference in ulnc'(f
payment is so much superﬁr for first class planks, as to far more than make up for the lower
rates allowed for the inferior classes. Knowing this I stipulated with the Contrz'xctor that he
should cut if possible all first class planks. When these are sold the procecﬁls will be fou;.d
to be greatly to the advantage instead of loss to Government, as stated by Major Morgan, His

. . 1 o 12} e
assertion that 5,000 Rupees has been paid in excess, can only proeceed from ignorance of th
mode of sale and manner of classification of the timber.

7. As regards paragraphs 11 and 12 of the same letter,
Gov

ernment will be pleased to desire Major Morgan to withd #h
and general incompetence therein brought against me. Tlee term * excuses and vague asse

tions” imply that I have been guilty of deception and. permit me to observe are not usually made
use of.in official correspondence,

8. I have already, I fear,
on the subject of these two con
tion of my duties at the expira
me has evinced so much want

I most respectfully solicit that the
raw the charges of neglect of duty

entered into too lengthy an explanation, and will not say more

cluding paragraphs. 1 can only say that ever since the resump-

tion of my leave, Major Morgan's style of correspoud(_:nce w1.th
of courtesy, that I have repeatedly directed his attention to it,

but to no effect. I have never yet had my conduct called in question by any of my superior
Officers, and I am not aware that I have deserved it now.

9,5 In conclusion, I have the honor to state that there is a total want of that confidence and

mutual good understanding which ouglit to exist between two Officers placed in the positions
which Major Morgan and myself hold,

I therefore most respectfully solicit the permission of
the Government to resign my appointment.
No. 525. OgrpER THEREON, 28th May 1862, No. 1,189.
1. The Governor in Council accepts Captain
from the date on which he may be relieved.
2. The Acting
would recommend for

3. Captain Brine cannot be relieved of the responsibility laid upon him in G. O. dated

Ist instant, No, 949, He was ordereq by the Head of his Department to measure the planks
and ought to haye obeyed the orders he received, v

Brine's resignation, which will take effect

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government,
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