


Lroceedings of the Madras Government, Revenye Department,
24th May 1862.
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No. 457, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated Is¢ May i862

: Noi 27553 —

Read the following letter from E. B, THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to
V., HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated
- Ootacamund, 16th April 1862, No. 87.

Ik,
Wilhsreference to paragraph 3 of the Order of Government, datedr.?sth February 1862,
No. 486, communicated in the Board's Miscellaneous Circular of the 11th ultimo, No. 1,612, 1
.‘};‘;lvj,a_‘ the -liomr to forward copy of letter from Mr. W. G. Mclvor,- dated 12th instant, No, 122,
Win s original enclosure containing the information called for on the Neilgherry Nettle,

——

From W, G, McIVOR, Esq., Superintendent Government Cinchona Pla_ntats'ons, {0 DA
THOMAS, Esq, Collector of Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 12th April 1862, No, 122,

- Withsrle*:';rence to your letter of the Ist instant, No. 129, and the Proceedings of the Board

of Revenue, dated 234 January 1862, No. 556 ; I have the honor  to enclose herewith a

Report on the Neilgherry Netile, supplying the particulars of cultivation, produce per acre, and

node of preparation of the fibre. This report is necessarily imperfect in some of the details, as

I have only cultivared the Plant to a limited extent.
Fe (True Copy.) »
3 (Signed) E. B, THOMAS, Collector.

Report on the Neiigl:erry fibre, producing Nettle Urtica Ifelcr()p}/ylla.
ompliance with the Order of Government  Revenue Department, under date the 28},
ruary, No. 436, paragraph 3, I have the honor to submit the following brief remarks on t}e
cultivation of the Neilgherry Nettle and preparation of the fibre,

OulZiizatio,n.-—The Neilgherry Nettle has been described as an annual plant
proved at least in cultivation to he a perennial, continuing to throw out fresh
roots and stems with unavated vigour for a peri
therefore best suited to the plant,
fifteen inches apart, and cutting d P
and January. When planted in rich, damp soil, the shoots cut in Jg]
height of four feet, while the shoots cut in January will average from five to gix feet
The soil best suited to the growth of this plant is found in ravines whie
the deposit of alluvial soils washed down from the neighbouring slopes, In cutting off the firs
shoots from the seedling crop about six inches of the stem is left aboye the ground ; this forms
* stools” from which fresh shoots for the succeeding crops are Proluced ; after each cutting
the earth is dug over between the rows to the depth of about eight inches, and where manure
can be applied it is very advantageous when dug into the soi] between the royws with this o
: | the shoots have once bezu

te imposaible for to go in
indigenous or growing wild al
feet and this indicates the temperature best suited to (he perfect development of

DProduce Per acre,~From the crop of July an average produce of from 450 ¢, 500 Ibs, of
clean vay be expected.  OF this quantity about 120 lbs, wij] be a very superior
] : g and tender shoots which should be placed by them.

r

+ The erop of January wil] yield On au average 6 or 70 |
, but the fibre of this crop is all of a uniform ang somewhat coarse quality owing

oots being matured by the setting in of the dry season in December, It might, there. .-!
fore, ba advantageous where fine quality of fibre only was required for to cat the shoots moye
"‘frequemly, probably three or four times in the year as only the finest quality of fibre is pro-
duced from young’and tender shoots,

i it has howevyer
shoots from the
ars, the mode of cultivation
wing the seeds iy rows at
e twice a year, vig,

in height,
h has receiveq for years
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ORDER THEREON, 2 : 62, No. 987,

No. 458, ith reference to Government Order 6th May 1862,
Recorded with (Signed) P. P. HUTCHINS,

Acting Deputy Secretary to Government,

No. 2,755, .
PROCEEDINGS oF THE BoARD oF REVENUE, dated 1st May 1862,

Read the following letter from E B, THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to W, HUDLE-

STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated Ootacamund, 16th April
1862, No. 87 :— ; ‘

With reference to parag}éph 3 of the Order of Government, dated 28th February 1862,
No. 438, cemmunicated in the Board’s Miscellaneous Circular of the 11th ultimo, No, 1612 1
have the honor to forward copy of letter from Mr. W. &, Melvor, dated 12th

( instant, No, 122,
with its original enclosyre containing the information called for on the Neilgherry Nettle.

Excrosvre No, 1.

From W. G. McIVOR, Esq, Superintendent Government Qinchona, Pla
THOMAS, Egq., Collecgor of goimbatore, dated Ootacanund, 12th April

With reference to your letter of the lst instant, No. 129, and the Proceedings of the Board
of Revenue, dated 23rd J anuary 1862, No. 556 A ; T have the honor to enclose herewith a Report
on the Neilgherry N ettle, supplying the particulars of cultivation, produce per acre, and mode of

Preparation of the fibre, This report is necessarily imperfect in some of the details, as I have "
only enltivated the plant to a limited extent.

(True Copy.)

ntations, to E, B.

(Signed) E. B, THOMAS, Collector,

—

Excrosure No. 2.
Beport on the Neilgherry fibre, producing Nettle Urticq He

In compliance with the Order of Government, Reyvenue Dgpartment, under date the 28th

Fobruary, No, 436, paragraph 3, T have the honor to submit, the following brief remarks on the
cultivation of the N eilgherry Nettle and preparation of the fibre.

Cultivation—The N eilgherry Nettle has been described as an annug] plant; it has however
Proved at least in cultivation to be a perennial, “continuing to throw oyt fresh shoots from the
roots and stems with unabated vigour for a period of three or four years, the mode of cultivation_

e _best suited to_the plant, is to treat it as a perennial by’ sowin _ i .
ven inches apart, and cutting down fhe young shoots for the f

terophylla,

en the shoots have once begun to grow, no further cultivatio
lmpossible for to 89 in among the plants owing to their stin
nous or growing wild all gyer the Neilgherries at elevationg varying from 4,000 to 8,000 feet and
this indicates the'temperature suited to the perfect development of the fibre, :
Produce per acre.—From th

e crop of July an average produce of from 450 to 500 lbs, of
clean fibre per acre may.be expected. Of this quanti

per ty about 120 Ibs, will be a very superior
quality ; this is obtained from the

. young and tender shoots which should be placed by them-
selves during the operation of cutting

. The crop of January willkvield on an average 6 or 700 lbs.
BET acre, but the fibre of this crop is all of a uniform angd S0 at coarse quality owing to the

shoots heing matured by the setting in of the dry season inf{lcember. It might, therefore, be
‘advantageous where fine quality of fibye ouly was required f8F to cut the shoots more freq

: uently,
Probably three or four times in the year ag only the finest quality of fibre is produced from young
and tender shoots. :

periments being limited, our treatment of the fibre b

respect only in extensive cultivation can efficient

. alion can be applied as it i quite
81ng property. The plant is indige-

The inner bark of the whole of the plant abounds in fibre, that of the young shoots being the
finest and strongest, while that of the old stems ig comparatively short and coarse, but still producing
a fibre of very great strength and of a peculiar silky and woolly-like dppearance, and one which no
doubt will prove very useful in manufactorjes,

1862, No, 122. + =



For cutting down the crop fine weather is sélected and the shoots when. cut are allowed to-
romain as they fall for two or three days, by which time they are sufficiently dry to have lost their:
stinging properties; they are, however, ppliable enough to allow of the bark being easily pealed off
the stems and separated from the leavés ; the bark thus taken from the stems is tied up in small
bundles and dried in the sun, if the weather is fine, if wet, 1s dried in an open shed with a free
circulation of air, when quite dry, the bark is slightly beaten with a wooden mallet which causes
the outer bark of that in which there is no fibre to break and fall off. 'The fibrous part of the bark
is then ‘wrapped up in small bundles and boiled for about an hour in water to which a small quan-
tity of wood-ashes has been added in order to facilitate the separation of the woody matter from the
Gbre ; the fibre is then removed out of the boiling water and washed as rapidly as possible in a clear
running stream, after which it is submitted to the usual bleaching process employed in the manufac-

ture of fibre from flax or hemp.
(Signed) W. G. McIVOR,
Qoracamuxp, 12th 1&%{8(62. Superintendent Government Gardens.
in

Submitted  for

. ormation of Gov;rnment, with reference to paragraph 3 of their Order
quoted by %he C_gllect

ri
X
(True Copies and Extract.)

5 Sub-Secretary.
To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D.

Copy to E. B. Thomas, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore.
? B*:;Vd' J, R. Macfarlane, u.a., Honorary Sccretary Agri-Horticultural Society.
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