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3 Pr@:eﬂﬂings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .-
T W s  24th May 1862. i
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No, 447.  Read the following letter from Mr, G. WILLIAMS, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary
to Goverament, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 9th April 1862 :—
Sir, ¥ o k. NEOh W 3 i ':t\
1. I take the l'ibertyj to submit for the consideration of Government, Extract from a letter
that T addressed to the Collector of Madras offering my services in the cultivation of Cotton :—
“ A remark of the Governor’s r;garﬁug the cultivation of Cotton in His Excellency’s letter
“ to the Horticultural Sbciety “ that some of the botler descripfioh of Colton might be cullivated
“ with advantage in the sandy land bordering the sea coast,” and that it might be well worth:
“ while to make the experiment, &».," givesanopportunity which I would take advantage of for
“ laying the subject before you in connection with my knowledge of the Isthmus betwcen the
* Bar at Coromandel, and Moonappolliam, where the Armogum Light House is placed. I am
“fally persuaded that the soil of the low grounds bestween the backwater and the serubby
¢ jungle that pervgdés_ the éountgy’ up to the sea beach at Strecharikota would be well a‘da,pted._
“ by a little improvement to the culture of the country staple. - Exotics might be introduced
“ after ascertaning the result of the first experiment. The belt of land between Cusbah and the
“* Bar at Dugaréizpatam is ka‘pt Jlggisi by a continual exudation* which followsafter the evapora-
““tion of the mqhmm"ﬁagq:sjvpt_ﬂ'au-cing,,.as I am inclined to think, a suitable mould mixed with
“ indurated clay wh ch forms the sub-soil, and which might easily be improvgd so as to render it
““ adapted iu every wq,y to;thé growth qf__Cotton. The whole length of this 13311; is well protected
*“ from the drifting of the loose sands nearer the sea, on the east side of the dense scrubby jungle,
“and’on the west by the back water and extensive inlaid swamps, &ec., &e.” ' <
2. In my letter, from which the foregoing passage is quoted, I asked Mr. Cunliffe, as
SR Collector of the District, whether he could find me employ- !
+ Mr. Ounliff's lotier is horewith appended-  ment in such an undertaking; to which e repliedt that “as-
S “ the Government have publicly declared that they will not
“ engage in Cotton cul’ti'vatig?n- or do mote than assist generally the private trader by opening .
“ out communicatipns, i‘gﬁ&eiﬂg coast, publishing statistical information regarding the past.culture
““ of the plant in India, &e.,” he could hold out no hopes to me in the manner suggested. He
agrees however in my opinion as Lo the suitableness of the locality, and offers to render assistance
if I should undertake the q;pgrim*gnt in my own behalf, + AN i }
& I Wﬁmf‘;‘?ﬁ‘&hﬂf? ;??‘flfﬂ.bﬂqféit;_but Lhave not the capital required, It was just uader
such circumstances, when my efforts were crippled in carrying qut my Railway contract, that
Government ,asﬁhted me with the loan of halfa lac of Rupees ( . 4 ik '
my Sureties) seeing how dull the ?gbﬁle were in coming forward to throw in supplies of timber
for the commencement and 'pfogf‘éss of the Railroad; while (as a ru Y b e iﬁ‘o 3 4
were cven made to other Contractors of the Railyay Company.- I repaid the lom'ﬁ’yheniirély
fulfilling my contract, glthqughl_ suffered severe loss y the Kl%at risein fre; SBT o'h éccount‘bz‘
the shipment of Salt from this Presidency to Bengal, and the breaking out of the Ciimean Wa,
4. Itisalways ‘extremely, difficult in this country to stimuluta sapiealists fo ‘embark in
enterprizes which do not present lmm_efiiace advantage ; if it were otherwise, the Gwmm‘
would not have been so readily persuaded by the Railway authorities to assist me ; ‘had‘g more
active spirit prevailed, the whole country would present a véfy diflerent aéfiec't; Horen s it be
not altogether opposed to the designs and objects of Government in  relation to the »-i)resént
subject, I wo‘uld"'resyﬁéi‘fully beg, with the view of reclaiming the waste T réfferreii:;o by
embarking in the experiment of growing Cotton th e o
pecuniary aid for the purpose on the same.terms, and on similar security; and I-promise to

attend to the due, faithful and persevering observance of the duties that the work would entail, /3

50 as that the ;rf;li"sliatl inevitably end in the attainment of some gractical result, 7 ¢ S0
5. The lands so reclaimed would, "‘.?1 events, prove of value to the State ; for even should
the experiment in Cotton fail, the soil will e
fruit trees; and the supply of fuel to the Madras market would be increased in proportion.
The jungle that feeds nearly one half of the fires in Madras must naturally extend over the waste
which the water overflowed before those improvements took place fér secur;n_g the Canal :

. but
the extension of the jungle would be very gradual indeed, and therefore any outlay for improving

N o’m.—T!xik'is the gort of nuwrfure that the plant vequires; asit isndt grown by irvigation, hut depends only on the
moisture which the earth retaing after the rains ; the surface soil will have to bg raised in some place to provent too great wat ,
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Messrs. Arbuthnot: & Co. being

ere, that_‘Go,vernméﬁt would grant me -‘

be prepared for the production of timber and other
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