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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Départment,
19th May 1862.
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No. 335.  Read the following letter from G. N, TAYLOR, Esq., Iném Commissioner, to
7. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint Geerge,
dated Vellore, 30th April 1862, No. 24 :-—_‘

SIR, .
1. I have the honor to report on the Petitions Nos. 20 of 1861 and 132 of 1862, from
P. Suryanarayana of Rajamundry, bearing the Indorsements of Government, dated 18th
February 1861 and 17th February 1862.

9. The lands referred to by the Petitioner are situated in the village of Maniganda of
Ralli T4luq and are known as Harsél Macta. These tenures, as far as I am aware, occur only
in two or three villages of the Godavery District, Indupalli and Munugonda, and in none of them
have they been yet finally settled by this Department. The lands now called Harsél Macta
appeared in the Permanznt Settlement Accounts as  Shrotriems,” bearing a Bilmacta, or fixed
rent, and they were also included in subsequent Indm Statements until Fasli 1254, when the
Zamindéri in which the villages are situated having reverted to Government, the lands under
notice, were thenceforward left out of the Inin returns, for what reason is not apparent, and
included in the Seri or Government Aiyakat; but separately distinguished as Harsdl Macta.,
No alteration of the tenure, however, appears to liave been made except in some cases in which
the J4di not having been paid, the tenure virtually ceased and the lands were. included in what
may be strictly called Seri, or Government land, and were subjected to the annual fluctuating
rents, which was the characteristic of the Seri on Circar lands, under the joint-rent system of
the Grodavery District. The other lands which still remain on the Harsdl Macta tenure, continue
to pay the Jodi originally fixed upon them. The term Harsil Macta denotes a fixed annual |
rent, and the rent has been considered so permanent, that valuable plantations of Cocoanut trees, |
which were objects of increased taxation on the ovdinary Seri lands, have been raised on the‘
Harsal Macta with a feeling of security from further additions to the demand,

8. The accompanying remarks of the Deputy Collector who investigated these cases will
o afford any further information that may be required on the subject. On the whole, I consider
the Hars4l"Macta to have been originally Circar lands held on a small abatement of the Govern-
ment demand, as distinguished from ordinary Jédi Inams which are held professedly on a low
rent; and hence they were probably left out of the Tném returns on the reversion of the
Zamindari in Fasli 125%; but as there is no substantial difference between thess tenures
and that of ordinary Tngms, and as, like the Asalminha and other special tenures in the same
District, they are of longer standing than 50 years, and have always been regarded as permanent
properties, I am of opinion that they may properly be treated as personal Indms and enfranchised
in the ordinary course by the imposition of a quit-rent in addition to their present high Jédi, and
I propose, with the approval of Governmznt, to confirm them accordingly.

No. 836. OxDER THEREON, 19th May 1862, No. 1,098,

The Government approve of such Harsal Macta lands as still exist in the Godavery District
being treated in the mauner proposed by Mr, Taylor.

(Signed) J. D. SIM, L AE
» Secretary to Government, ? :!
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