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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
30th April 1861. ‘

)

No. 494. .
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th April 1861, No. 1,820.

"Read the following letter from IL. A. BRETT, Esq., Collector of Salem, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated 27th February 1861,

No. 31. "o .
> Sm,-_ ) :
1. T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Board’s Order, No. 6,027, dated the
29nd of December 1860, forwarding for report an Order of Government, dated the 20th idem,
:No. 2,459, on a letter addressed by Captain Morgan, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to the
Acting Secretary to Government, proposing, with reference to a report made to him by his
Assistant, Mr. Blenkinsop, that every person taking out a Jicense to cut timber in the Salem
Forests should pay at the rate of 1 Rupee per tree, the Railway still paying to Government a
seignorage of 3 Annas on every accepted sleeper ; Mr. Blenkinsop having reported to
' Captain Morgan personally, that indiscriminate cutting in the Salem jungles was very prevalent,
and that rejected sleepers, amounting to 25 per cent. of the sleepers delivered to the Railway,

escaped any payment to Government, '

Read the following papers :—.

v

2, With regard to rejected sleepers, it appears that Doctor Cleghorn ‘in a letter to
Mr. Hathaway, late Acting Collector of Salem, dated the 31st January 1829, stated that he had
made arrangements with the Agent and Manager of the Railway to obtain returns of sleepers, ac-
cepted and rejected, in each month ; and that copies of these returns would in future be forwarded
to the Collector by the Assistant in charge of the Conservator’s Office. I find, however, that
no such returns have ever been sent to my Office since the date of that letter, and that in conse-

* quence T have no means of knowing to what extent sleepérs have been rejected from time to time
by the Railway Enginecers. - E .
3. 1t also appears from paragraph 3 of Doctor Cleghorn’s letter, dated 15th August 1838,
. No. 3 that, according to the arrangements he then contemplated, a Forest Overseer or other
Subordinate in his Department was to attend, as a general rule, at the time the sleepers were
delivered at the Railway, to take account of such sleepers as might be rejected. In paragraph 3,
Doctor Cleghorn provides that in case the Forest Overseer should delay to attend at the time
_the slecpers were delivered, the Railway Engineer should report to the Conservator, or to the
Collector, the name of the party delivering tae sleepers, and the number of the sleepers rejected,
But no Railway Eagineer has ever made any report of the kind here contemplated to my Office,
The Collector, therefore, has hitherto had no means of knowing whether sleepers were
| rejected or not.

4. The other point referred to by Mr. Blenkinsop is the indiscriminate cutting of timber
in the Salem jungles. Mr. Blenkinsop has been in clmrgq of the jungles since August 1858, the
year in which the Conservancy Department was formed. It was intended that no one should be

,permitted to cut any trees that had not been previously marked as fit for felling, But

¢ Mr. Blenkinsop has never had a sufficient Establishmeat to allow of his enforcing thisr ule. In most

cases, therefore, if not in all, any person wishing to fell timber has been permitted, provided-he

“took out a license, to cut dawn any tree he pleased, subject only to a seignorage charge -vhen

"the timber was cut for sleepers; or toa charge of 1 Rupee a bandy-load if the timber was
felled for ordinary purposes.

5. It issupposed that the license system has been much abused. Persons employed in
collecting the tax have passed more wood in many cases than the license properly covered.

+ In the second place, there is reason to believe that the tax has been evaded to a great extent,

i owing to the want of an effective Establishment to superintend the collections.

I3

. 6. The imperfect character of the present system was repeatedly brought to the notice
, ¢ Doctor Cleghor_n before hfe left the country, During my absence on leave, Mr. Knox wrote

to him on the subject. Again on the 26th July 1860, after referring to the past correspondence,
* I pointed out to him the necessity of introducing some chaage in existing arrangemeuts.
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o .

7. Ttappears from my records that Mr. Knox submitted to Doctor Cleghorn, on the
19th December 1859, a set of rules which Mr. Knox had prepared for improving the present
license system. The main object of these rules was to enforce pre-payment from persons taking
licenses, and to place persons contfacting to supply the Railway with sleepers on the same
footing, with regard to the tax, as those who cut for the general market. Captain Morgan
has proposed to levy a certain rate on every tree felled, This would, I think, be a good mode
of levying the tax. I see no need now of any distinction in favor of persons contracting to
supply sleepers. It is for Captain Morgan to state in what way he can secure due attention to
the rule that no single tree should be cut without the permission of his Department.

8. Up to this time the tax charged on timber cut for other than Railway purposes has
been levied by Revenue peons who were stationed on the chief lines leading from the forests.
A certain number of peons have been employed in this work in the
Taluqs specified in the margin, commencing in the year 18538. The
total number employed till lately was 20 peons, but the Tahsildér of
Salem has been compelled recently to withdraw 4 of the peons belonging to his Télug.

9. At the time Tédlug peons were first detached un this duty, the Tahsfldars were far better
able to spare peons fc'xr such miscellaneous daty than they are under the present reduced scale
of Establishment, which allows only 21 peons to each Tilug. In even the smallest T4lugs the
Tabsfldar cannot spare an): peons for special or exceptional purposes like the present ; much
less can the Tahsildar of a T4aluq so large as Salem, containing upwards of a 1,000 square miles,

farnish peons for any extra duty; nor was it ever supposed, I believe, that the number of
peons supplied to each Téluq would suffice for any but the ordinary routine work

Tirapatur, Qotengiri,
Salem, Attur.

10. I, therefore, beg to recommend that the Establishment to be employedAin collecting
the tax on the main lines leading from the several forests should, in future, be paid from [h:
revenue realvized by the tax; and that the number of persons employed shoul

to the work. d be adequate

11. The amount of Revenue collected last year, exclusive of seienoraxe (paid at Madras)
was Rupees 5,293. The charge for the same period on account of th‘; Es::blishment aliowed t(’)
the Assistant Conservator of Forests, including his salary at Rupees 200 a month, amounted to
Rupees 4,028. The seignorage for 1859-60 paid at Madras was Rupees 23,471. ,

12. It appears, therefore, that the revenue derived from the forests in this District, is
sufficient to bear the charges that properly appertain to the collections ’

13. The above remarks do not apply to the forests belonging to the Denkencottah Tilu
for up to a recent date the Forest Department was unable cto take over tl :lf :est(:’
Captain Morgan has relieved me from this charge during the present month. Th 1;): ! f)mert(;
paid on timber and bamboos in the Denkencottah forests ‘was levied on a.scale :an‘c::io:ed b
the Board of Revenue in 18531, The Establishment hitherto employed 2t an annual charge 0};'
Rupees 318 has now been transferred to the Conservancy Department, 8

14. If the Board will recommend that the cost of collectj
. ¢ e ecting the f '
defrayed entirely from the receipts, I propose, in consultation with C: orests’ revenue should be

i . tai y i
statement showing what Establishment will be sufficient for the purp ptain Morgan, to submita

ose.
In Cons. 21st Deeember 1860 .
No. 6,716. ’ 1. Submitted to Government, with reference to their Order, datzd
, datz

20th December 1860, No. 2,459, Revenue Department.

0 .
2 The Collector 'c?pproves of Captain Morgan’s proposal to levy a fixed sum for each tree
cut in the Government jungles of Salem ; but considers that there is no lon

. e . er any necessity for
drawing a distinction between persons cutting g J y

for the Railway and those i

) . .. cutting for other pur-

poses. Mr. Brett gives no opinion as to the rate named by Captain Morean v?z 1 Rupcepper

tree, but he lays great stress on the insu ficiency of the present Conserva:cy ,Estai;lishment and
1 sibili H H tr ot ’

the impossibility of _h's affording the aid which he used to give before the recent reduction of

the Revenue Establishment,

-
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3. The Board believe that it is impossible to work the license system efficiently in
extensive jungle tracts without entertaining unduly large Establishments. They think that
where there is much forest, the best plan is to mark off the trees which may be cut, and sell
them periodically in suitable lots by auction at convenient places and after due notice. For
mere firewood where there is a good market or large supply, portions of the jungle might be
periodically sold under restrictions as to the size of wood to be cut, the length of the stumps
to be left, &ec., &c., as in Streeharicotta : a sufficient tract being first set aside for the use of the
villagers and their right everywhere to dead leaves for manure being reserved : where the jungles
are small, they might be left to the villagers altogether as common, for the license fee in such
cases is sure to be evaded, and the receipts will not admit of the necessary Establishments.

4. The Board would leave the Collectors and Conservators to apply these principles accord-
ing to circumstances,

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 493. From Captain H.R. MORGAN, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort

Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 11th April 1861, No. 440:— -
Sigr,

1. In forwarding a revised statement of an increased
Establishment® for the conservation of the Salem Forests, I have
the honor to recommend the sanction of the same,

# Amounting to Rupees 105.

2, Although I have lately traversed most of the Salem Forests, Mr. Brett's long residence
and local knowledge gives his opinion greater weight than mine,

3. In paragraph 10, Mr. Brett points out that the collections during the last year amounted
to Rupees 6,680, exclusive of seignorage on Railway sleepers. Therefore the Istablishment
proposed by him is in excess of the receipts by Rupees 603 per anuum, but the Collector
anticipates that under an improved system the expenditure and receipts will be soon equalized.

4, In paragraph 11 the Collector is decidedly of opinion that the Tahsild4r’s Peons can po
longer be spared for forest duties, therefore an increased Establishment is absolutely necessary.

Report on the Salem Jungles.

1. The frst forests T inspected were the Shevaroys. On the south-west face there is but
little jungle of any kind, bamboos predominating. By placing a tax of one Rupee per
bandy-load on bamboos, a considerable revenue might be derived.

2. On the plateau of the Shevaroys there is but little wood, I observed a few fine Cedar
trees in a ravine, and some fine Jambai trees scattered about.

3. The Coffee plantations (without exception) evinced unmistakable sigus of bad manage-
ment, pruning had been utterly neglected, manure but scantily administered, and trenching the
ground undreamt of, the consequence was plenty of wood but no fruit.

4. The Orange tree is the great feature of the Shevaroys; this tree if properly manured
and cared for, would produce a valuable crop of fruit. In Australis, by care and attention, such
as mapuring with bone dust, &c., some of the finest oranges in the world are grown; indeed, I
consider the Shevaroys (notwithstanding their generally poor soil) capable of producing, in
great perfection, apples, pears, grapes, figs, oranges, limes, lemons, &c., vegetables would
flourish there.

5. The elevation of the Shevaroys, 4,500 feet, is not sufficient for Tea of a good quality, an
inferior kind might be produced there. The Cinchona might succeed on the green hills, eleva-
tion 5,000 feet, but there are so many better sites on the Neilgherries and Pulnies, that at
present it is hardly worth while to examine these localities.

4
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6. On the northern side, near the head of the Nagalore Ghit, I observed good soil in
patches and some stunted forest, consisting of Kullee Mudree (Terminalia coriacea) Vella Naga
{Conocarpus latifolia) and varieties of Engenia. - All the best trees had been carried away fc:)r

i Railway sleepers. . .

+ + 7. Passing by the eastern face of the Shevaroys (which is very bare) through the Munca-
wady Pass, very stony, I visited the Chittairy and Coleroin Hills, and CotaputtyDValley l

Acacia Speciosn. . 8 On thf eastern face of the Chittairy Hills there is but little
Pterocarpus Marsupinm, jungle of any kind ; on the western may be found trees
ﬂiﬁih‘”’“ glabrs or Muddree.  good woods for house building and sleepers,
e Nag. few old Sandal-wood trees, and many promising
banks of the streams may be found that nt:)
(Terminalia glabra), some specimens six feet in diameter at ten feet from

» a8 per margin,

On the top there are a
young plants. On the
ble tree, the Muddree

- ihe ground,
9. On the Coleroin Hills to the north-west, elevation about 3,700 feet, bat litte forest of
] 19 )

any kind was to be seen, a few Muddree trees in a ravine, some noble J

i : ack

Malialies, and the rest stunted forest intermingled with bamboo jungle. 'cl‘lxzzzeshl')lllzmwd b-?' ™
e o o Mo g ils are said to

10. At Cotaputty I found a Depét of timber, the greater part of which is carted 'd
Ternamally to Arnee and other places. On this road I propose placing a Tannah ta“"a)' ‘
check evasion of the payment of the tax. ° | station to

ey e e

11. Examining the valley in a southern direction along the base of the
was much struck with the paucity of good timber,
nothing was seen.

‘ Coleroin IIills, 1
with the exception of a few Muddree trees,

12. In the valley running west at the bas;e of the Chittair
Acha and Muddree trees. The soil in this valley was superior. I observed
trees newly felled, they could not have been more than twenty years old ﬂn:l solme young Acl}a
inches. It is this system of cutting young trees that is destroying thej:lnoleon :);SQUa.red to six
trees for posts, for rafters, purlines, pandals, &ec., the jlmglés stand 2 fai: CIS; what ;‘wth young
exterminated. To stop this pernicious system, the most stringent measures m a:];e z becoming
to, and a notice in the Salem Gazetie has been issued "declarine all band ‘;S de " rccornsc
Jiable to confiscation. ~This system of cutting saplings was Partic:xlarly obse);;:l?les a(r:'o:ileti:

o

Satin-wood trees. None but very old or very young t .
rees
for posts. ¥ young trees were left, all others had been cut

y Hills, there were a few good

- g —

13.  Hurroor, the present head-quarters of my Assis e : .
Railway sleepers and other timber; l?ere every pieze t:sl:::::l, tﬁ?x:.cljli?lkl;nsop’ " a,I-)cP?t f];)r
ca]l.ed a sleeper.was collected to be passed off on the Railway authorities )'”han-y Eomm!l.ty :
or ignorance, pieces of wood, half Sapwood, were ready for delivery, and ‘:} ;'m:g conm\'anij
certau?]y rot in less than six months. Many again were simply cut,to evaduc lhtfpassed would
?o Railway Contractors for other purposes., A notice forbidding this ract?y t 1e ‘tax, anfl > d
in the Salem Gazette. The new system that I have prbposed ot? gi\inljy i e la:. be(;n msu;e
load of wood and exacting pre-payment, will effectually put a stop to th:seci({FeS::ls;)r:ur:L);sizr -

a .

14. At Tripatore I was glad to learn from the Resid i

. : ent Eng
(who takes a great interest in the matter) thathe now finds no diﬁicul?cmeer’ e, Ledersteds
a good quality, that he had one year's supply in store,

intioduced of allowing free access of air to the slee y
! ) -© i pers where they were laid, th .

px:obalflhty of their durability being far greater than it had been heretofore ailn :thise;eﬁ:\‘;xs ‘;‘:,erg
with him and have already discussed the question with the Agent and Mz:n'mer Mr I‘"lyetct;mr
. dger, - .

- -

¥ in obtaining sleepers of
and by pursuing the new system just

15. Denkincottah.—Here the Cedar tree grows well, and a plantation near the town

would pay. I observed ina grove two trees containing 40 cubic feet of good timber. The
surrounding jungles at Voshully contain some patches of Sandal-woud

16. I ascended the Neilgherries (height about 3,500 feet) by an casy bridle path which
conducted to the abandoned Coffee estate of Glenmore, Shortly after the death of the

r
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Overseer by fever, all the trees were accidentally destroyed by fire, the bungalow once a
substantial one is fast going to ruin. The site did not appear a good one for Coffce, there
being but little water on the top of these hills.

17. The chief trees were varieties of Engenia, nux vomica and some Cedar in the ravines;
a good many Sandal-wood trees grow in the ravine near the bungalow, the plateau some 20 square
miles is covered with bamboo, there is but little cultivation though the soil is superior; the
people had no tanks for the storing of water, hence though the rain-fall cannot be under
50 inches, there is in the dry weather a scarcity of water. The climate is agreeable, the undulations
gentle, and the plateau well suited for the growth of potatoes and fruit trees of various kinds.
The people have a fine breed of cows which in the dry weather feed on bamboo tops.. The fever
in March, April and May is no doubt severe, but the clearing of the bamboo would tend to
decrease it. I did not observe large sheets of rock such as obtain on the Shevaroys, and which
are said to be the cause of fever. X

18. From Voshully I proceeded to the Gutyroyen Iill, on the road many Sandal-wood
trees were seen, but little timber of any other kind. At the base of the hill there is a fine wood
of Engenias with some Cedars. From the top of the Gutyroyen Hill, more than 4,000 feet in
height, we surveyed the Mysore, Coimbatore and Salem countries, and from the appearance of |
the banks of the Cauvery and its feeders, the Gondwalla river and parallel streaws, it was apparent
that if there was forest any where it was in this corner of the Salem District,

19. From Tully 1 inspected the Sandal-wood jungles near Jawlhully, a few old trees were
growing and many thousand young oncs at the head of the ravine leading to Anchatty. Up
this ravine small Acha and other logs are brought.

90. At Anchatty were some fine Acha trees, and in the neighbouring hills Sandal-wood
was reported to be found. ' ) /

21. On the banks of the Gondwalla river, now dry, large Muddree trees were seen, and
in the hills towards Nantlopollum many fine Acha trees were growing. ,

22, From Nantlopollum to the banks of the Cauvery, thousands of fine Acha trees fit for
felling were seen, and it is from this source that we must look for our future supply of timber ;
Lere also by the roadside we found hundreds of Acha saplings had been cutover by the herdmen
in the months of April and May to supply food to their cattle, this pernicious practise and the
pollarding of the old Acha trees for the same purpose has been strictly forbidden. ' The road all
through is very steep and stony. '

23, At Wutturhully the Cauvery river divides into five branches, creating several small
jslands, then uniting, the river plunges thirty feet down into a chasm thiriy feet wide, called the
¢ Goats leap,” and rushes through wallg of rock fifty feet high and one hundred and fifty yards
in length, ﬁnql]y emerging into a wide space of broken rocks. This impediment prevents the
fluating of the timber down the river.

24, From the Cauvery to the foot of the Penagram Ghit the road is passable for Wudder
carts, but the Ghét, which more resembles the stony bed of a ravine than a road is quite imprac-
ticable for even Wudder carts. ' ot

25. 'To work the very valuablé forest of Acha trecs commencing at Nantlopollum it will
be necessary to make a fair road from that place to the foot of the Gh4t, trace a new line of Gh4t
and then widen the road from Penagram to Sholapaadi, at present impassable for Wudder carts.

. From Sholapandi the timber could be floated to Bowani or Trichinopoly in the freshes. If the

-

g

road to Penagram were even improved, the timber could be carried to the Railway at Murapoor
vid Daramporry. Until the Penagram Ghitis retraced, these valuable jungles must 1emain
closed, and indeed valueless to Government.

20. The wood merchants at Penagram and in the neigchbourhood have hitherto been in
the habit of cutting young trees and bringing them up the Ghét on men’s heads.

27, Should the road to the forests be putin good order it will be necessary that an
Overseer on a superior allowance be placed in charge of the forest.

28, I found the village authorities fully alive to the necessity of preserving the young
trees, and were the Dolice simply to give their assistance by preventing Drinjarries and Lumba-
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dies from cutting young trees for fodder, in these remote parts it would go far towards preserving
these jungles.

29. The Tannah stations having been made over to the Police by the Collector, I have
posted forest Peons at some of them and forward with this Report a Memorandum showing the
whole number required for the collection of the Government tax on timber and conservancy
of the forests. . ‘

30. I have not visited the Javadies as these have already been visited by Dr. Cleghorn, and
further with the exception of a few Sandal-wood trees, they contain little else of any value.

S

From II. A. BRETT, Esq., Collector of Salem, to Captain Il. R. MORGAN, Conservator of
Forests, dated Senkaridrfig, 6th April 1861, No. 8 :—

Sir,

1. Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 19th ultimo,
No. 398, enclosing a Memorandum® of the Establishment you

propose to employ for the Salem jungles, and requesting me
to inform you whether the Establishment and the proposed stations meet with my a;}proval?

you have not, I find,
I explained in paragraph 8
(acopy of which was sent
ling the tax at the different

* Memorandum and Report returned.

2. Under the head of * present Establishment” in your statement
included the Revenue Peons hitherto employed in collecting the tax.
of my Report to the Board of Revenue, dated 27th Febmary last
you) that twenty T4luq Peons had been employed since 1837 in"collec
Tannah stations,

3. In the enclosed statement prepared in communication with som
have provided a certain number of Peons for each of the Talugs in whic
excepting the Denkincotta Télug, and have shown the tax levied during Faslis 1268, 1269 and
half of the current Fasli. The statement also gives the number of lr{’evenue i;eo;;s i:ithe;no

employed in each Tdlug. I do not think that any smaller Establi i
this statement would answer. y ishment than the one shown in

e of my Tahsfldars, I
h forests are situated

4. The collections in the Tripatr and the Namkul T3
.o . . : : ilugs are at pre mall,
I imagine there will be a considerable increase in the collections hgreafter in It)hesseent':w:::'rly{zl?zqs if
the Establishment is sufficiently strong to carry out an improved system, Very little timber has

been cut hitherto in the Collimalay junples (Namk 1 T4 .
taken out for those jungles. Jungles ( ol Télug) for no licenses have as yet been

5. For the Tripatar Téluq I have allowed one P
the T ygust and four Peons. This Establishment
may be sufficient for the present, In respect to these Hills, care js needed tlxz:ts peis?)l::slsdlo :°‘

clandestinely cut and remove timber on the s joini
Districts. sides adjoining the North and the South Arcot

, G. The collections made in the Attir T4luq i i 3 i
Hills, forming part of the Chittairy rang:i)f ﬁi;]l:xl. i for timber cut in the Toomulmamanjee

7. The whole Establishment amounts to a month!
harge of R i i
105 Rupees more than the cost ot the I i .Y charge of Rupees G19, which is
the Téigq Peons. ost ot the Eistablishment hitherto Maintained, including the pay of

8. The Establishment
be sufficient.

you have proposed for Denkincotta ang Penagram will, I hope,

9. Idonotgive any opinion in regard to the ¢

. . stations” wli
with the proposed Establishment, for in your statement tions” which you propose to occupy

no stations are specified.
10. The collections during the last year am

. b t

on Railway sleepers. T'he cost of the E)s.t Samcdto

Rupees GUS per annum above the receipts,

will soon be equalized under an improved 8y

Rupees 6,630 i i
g 030, exclusive of seiznorage
st e, tee | e rcrd i3
pate that the expendi s
stem, penditure aud the receipts

11.  In preparing my statement I have not ov
the present mode of collecting the tax on timber,
tlmb.er as it passes Tannahs, it will stil] be necessary
leading from the forest, that licenses may be exam
clandestinely. I am decidedly of opinion that the
employed at the Tanunahs can no longe
Taluq Peons.

erlooked the

rwy—cy o YT T e e A O Tty e,

I . RS N
a - .

Statement showing the present and proposed Establishment required for the Comservancy in the District of Salem.
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Officiating Consercator of Forests.

(Signed) IL R. MORGAN, Capta

OoTacavunp,
11eh April 1861,

~

-
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No. 496. From Captain H. R. MORGAN, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to
J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 16th April 1861, No. 451.

SiRr,
1. As requisitions for sleeper Licenses both for the South West and North West lines are
yumerous, I have the honor to request you will be so good as to bring the following subject to
the notice of Government as early as possible.

2, With reference to my proposition contained in letter No. 281 of 13th December 1860,
I have the honor to report for the information of Government that since inspecting the Salem
jungles, I would modify my proposition and simply levy a seignorage of one Rupee per bandy
load of wood, whether it be sleepers for the Railway, or wood cut for general purposes, and thus
relieve the Railway of seignorage, which, on rejected sleepers has through want of proper

supervision been evaded.”
3. The Collector in paragraph 7 of his letter to the Board of Revenue, dated 27th February
1861, No. 31, writes. I see no need now of any distinetion in favor of persons contracting to

s supply sleepers.”
4. The trees suitable for market purposes are so very distant from each other in the Salem
jungles that the cost of marking them would require a very expensive establishment.

No. ‘497. OrpER THEREON, 30th April 1861, No. 970.

1. The three papers recorded above relate to the conservation of the jungles of the Salem
District. The first of the three is from the Board of Revenue, submitting the opinion of the
Collector on a proposal made by the Acting Conservator, to levy a seignorage or fee of one

Rupee for every tree felled; the seignorage of
# From Acting Conservator December, 13th 1860, No. 281. threpe Annas fo ry each sleeper, being sticl‘l pa;a ble,
as it seems, by the Railway Company.*

The second is from the Acting Conservator, submitting a Statement of the Establishment

required for the Salem jungles.
The third is from the same OMcer, recommending a fee of one Rupee a bandy load for all

wood, in place of the one Rupee a tree recommended in his former letter.

9. Some attempt to conserve the Salem jungles has been maintaived since 1858, when an
Assistant Conservator (Mr. Blenkinsop) was appointed to the District. Bat he was almost
wholly unprovided with Establishment; and although a system of felling under license was
established, yet the licenses were notoriously abused, and no means were taken to prevent the
cutting of young trees, though that is in fact the primary object of conservation. Iven under
this very defective system, however, the receipts have been much more than sufficient to
maintain an efficient Establishment, The produce of the license fees last year was
6,680 Rupees, while the amount of the seignorage on sleepers in the official year 1859-G0, was
93,471 Rupees; making a total of above 30,000 Rupees a year. The receipts under the latter
head will probably fall off to some extent; but the annual demand for sleepers is still likely to
be large and steady, as sleepers need periodical renewal, Their average duration has been
stated by Dr. Cleghorn at only eight years. The ordinary income from the jungles would
ly be materially increased under an eflicient conservancy.

3. The conservation of jungle timber is a matter of great and increasing public import-
ance. Captain Morgan’s report of his tour of the Salem jungles, which forms an enclosure to’
his letter of April 11th, shows (paragrapts 12, 22, 26) how the timber resources of that District
have suffered, and continue to suffer, from the practice of felling saplings and half grown trees.
The great object of the Conservancy Lstablishment in such Districts as Salem, is to check this

In Districts of this character the forests canuot be of any importance as a

ruinous practice.
source of revenue ; but they can bo made to pay for the means of preventing waste and the

eventual destruction of the timber and fuel supply.

certal.
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4. Captain Morgan’s propositions now before Government contain, however, scarce]yI :Z
i provision for conservation in this sense ; they provide chiefly, and almost solely, for the cofr -
1 P tion of a revenue from the Forests, without care to prevent improper fclling, The onlyFe cst
tual way of doing thisis by making arrangements to have trees to be cut marlfed by the 0:;’-3
P Department ; and to prohibit the felling of trees not so marked. This is noticed botl.l by lld
Collector and by the Board ; but the Board couple with it a system of auction sales which wou
probably be found to be applicable in but very few parts of Salem, if in any at all.

5. To maintain an effectual conservancy in the Sal
Establishment than Captain Morgan proposes
want of funds from proposing a larger one.
receipts for Railway Sleepers,

g e e

em jungles would require a larger
3 and he was probably deterred by the supposed
But it has already been seen that including the
which Captain Morgan had overlooked, the available funds are

ample. The proposed Establishment indeed

‘ Mouthly cot, is only the existing Establishment slightly
Present Establishment..... ee..cvsesse.., Bs. 418 8. ¢ . R 1 Peons instead
Pay of Collector's Peons employed....ccap, 95 8 ¢ Increased, and with Departmenta eon

Total Rs. 514 0 ¢  of those heretofore furnished from the T4lugs,
cireen gy 619 0 @ who, Mr. Brett truly says, can no longcr. be
Tocrease Rs. 1060 o  supplied from the present Télug Establish-
) ments,
' 6. In pursuance of the view
to desire the Acting Conservator,
Establishment would be sufficient
placed under it ; and what rules shou
due attention should be paid to e

necessary for the purpose in view.

Proposed Establishment..,........

3 above expressed, the Governor in Council resolves
in communication with the Collector, to report what
for an effective conservation; what localities should be
1d regulate its proceedings. In proposing an Establishment
conomy 5 and no more should be asked for than is really

As a temporary arrangement 1lis Excellency in COUHT:;
sanctions the Establishment now proposed ; with the exception of the Peons, whose pay shou

be five Rupees a month, being the same as the Téluq Peons, instead of six Rupces.

7. Pending final orders the Collector will adopt one or the other of Captain Morgan's two
Proposals respecting fees, as he may, on the whole, think best, Byt it appears to Government

that a fee of one Rupee a bandy load on ficewood would be excessive, and the Collector will
be authorized to reduce the rate,

' 8. The Penna
i and deserving of ca
T4lug,

B e gy — e

o

garam Forest (paragraphs 23, &c., of the Report) is evidently a valuable one,
reful conservation,

The Sandal-wood forests, especially in Denkancotta

might probably become 3 source of revenue of some value,

1}

(Sigued) J,.D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Gocernmenl.
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