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SEPARATE REVENUE.
No. 1.

Tae Ricar Hox’sLE Siz CHARLES WOOD, Bart., M.P.,
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,

P :
5 His Excerrexcy THE Ricatr Hon’sie' EARL CANNING,

Govr, Genl. of India in Council.

MY LORD,
Dated London, the 9th January, 1861.

1 TrANSMIT herewith, for the information of your Excellency in
‘Council, copies of letters which have been addressed to me by the East India
and China Association of Liverpool, and by Messrs. Brandram, Brothers, and
Company, forwarding a Memorial signed by a considerable number of Mer-
chants of London interested in the trade in Saltpetre, representing that
injurious results have followed the increase of the Export duty under Act X of
1860, and soliciting that it may be reduced to its former amount ; and also a
letter from Messrs. Teschemacher and Smith, on the subject of the manufacture

of artificial Saltpetre.
2, I have to request that you will take the matter into your considera-
“tion, and report to me the result with the least practicable delay.
I have, &c.,
(Signed) C. WOOD.

From L. M. Winkine, Esquire, Chairman to the East India and China Association,
to the Right Hon’ble Sir Cusarnes Woop, M.P., &e. &c., dated.Liverpool;, the 14th
December, 1560, " 3 A

I ax requested by the Committee of this Association to bring under your ‘
notice, previous to the departure of Mr. Laing for India, the injurious effects
which are likely to arise from the continuance of the high Export duty now
imposed upon Saltpetre in India, amounting to 20 per cent on its first cost of
production there ;—the immediate consequence of which has been to check its
production in Bengal, and to enhance the value in this country to an extent
which offers a premium to its manufacture from the cheaper articles of Nitrate
of Soda and Sulphate of Pot-Ash: and already contracts have been made in
France where the substitute has been manufactured to supply large quantities
at rates even lower than it can now T)_e'imported from India into this country,
and which, if encouraged by the continuance of the existing Export duty, will
probably supersede its production in India altogether.

The obvious effect of which will be to deprive the Merchant in this coun-
try of an important item of returns for British manufactures sent out to
India ; the Importer of the advantages of dealing in an article of such consi-
derable consumption ; and the Shipowner of avaluable amount of freight.

Under these circumstances, the Association respectfully submit for your
favorable consideration, the policy and necessity of reducing the present Export
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Statistics of Sallpetre.
1860 1859 1858 5 5
Imports into London to " . A 1856
5th December a7 11,810 17,330 0,360 16,328 14,651 touns.
1860 1859 1858 1857 1856

Consumption including Ex-

ports, to December 5th 11,049 16,349 15,913 tons.

13,148 11,607

( 1859 1858 1857
Total Exports from Cal- 18,804 13,768 15,183 To Great Britain.
cutta, 12 months ending < 494 1,318 1,780 France.
7,235 6,402 8,903 America.

November 30th

L 26,533 21,488 25,866 tons.
r 1860 1859

Total Exports from Cal- 8,589 13,597 To Great Britain. .

cutta first 9 months of'< 20 529  France.
this year as compared 6,114 5,978  America.
e 857 1,476  China.

with last year

15,780 21,580 tonms.

-

The foregoing statistics show that the consumption, notwithstanding the
war in Italy this year, has fallen off to the extent of 4,400 tons, although
the price has ruled on the average £2 and £3 per ton lower.

It will also be observed that the exports from Calcutta to France, which
in 1857 amounted to 1,780 tons, and in 1858 to 1,318 tons, fell off in 1859 to
494 tons, and this year the quantity shipped is only 20 tons, while the total
exports to all parts for the first nine months of this year, exhibit a falling off
of 5,800 tons, as compared with the same period last year,

The quantity also from Bombay has been 1
Madras the export has almost entirely ceased.

A small shipment has come in from Japan of very good quality, and more
may be expected. It is also stated on good authority that Saltpetre may be
looked for from the Brazils on the completion of one of the railways now in
progress, samples of very good quality having been already received and

analyzed.

These
enhancing the price,
substitute.

facts all tend to prove the injurious effects of the new duty in
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the wood and sea-weed ashes (barilla, sal-de-varec, &e.), and which exists in France,
the Channel Islands, and some parts of Germany, and add to this supply of the
potash basis, Nitrate of Soda at 12s. to 15s. per cwt. with Bengal Saltpetre ruling
from 36s. to 45s. per cwt., and you at once obtain the conditions under which the

artificial production of Saltpetre becomes a most profitable trade. It so happens
rofitably pursued on the continent than in these

that this trade can be more p
Islands, since not only has the foreign manafacturer from the wood and sea-weed

ashes a much larger supply of the potash basis available for his use than can be
ptocured by the English maker; but he has not, like his English rival, to contend
to the same extent with another manufacture, that of Alum, for this potash basis,
a trade which consumes large quantities of potash sal, and which is carried on in
this country on a very large scale. Alum being the principal mordant used by the
Calico Printers and Dyers.

ere a further and additional duty to be levied on Bengal Saltpetre,

rise in price must take place here followed by a gradual cessation
fitably imported. Under such additional

the produce of the Canadian and

Again, W
a corresponding
of imports since it could no longer be pro

stimulus to the artificial production of Saltpetre,
Russian forests, potashes and pearl ashes could be profitably employed in this

manufacture, and the Indian production and trade in Saltpetre thus be utterly

extinguished.

Thus, the Saltpetre duty not only tends to produce an artificial increase of.
the price of Saltpetre, and to disturb regular mercantile action, but it also acts as
a direct bounty to the foreign maker of artificial Saltpetre in his favor, and against

the Indian or English producer, importer and réfiner, and this te the exact amount
of the duty levied in India. :
(Signed) ~ E. F. TESCHEMACHER, xp

: : J. DENHAM SMITH.

»

BranDrRAM, BROTHERS, and Compaxy present their respectful compliments to
Sir Charles Wood, and beg to send him an extract of a letter received by the last

Mail from Calcatta, in reference to Saltpetre :—

FEutract of letter dated Calcutta, 22nd November, 1860.
« Notwithstanding the advance in prices at home advised by Telegraph vid
« Bombay, and the diminished shipments afloat, we siill think that prices here
« are higher than circumstances appear to warrant, for it must be borne in mind

« ghat although the exports of Saltpetre to America have somewhat increased,
ve virtually ceased. Not a maund has been shipped to

We are told and have reason to believe it to be the
lusively employ in their Powder

“ the exports to France ha

¢ that quarter since May.
« fact that the French Government now exc

« Manufactories Saltpetre made from

Nitrate of Soda and Sulphate of Potash,
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%& . “.and that such ean be produced much cheaper than Bengal Saltpetre. = All this

“ however, if true, is doubtless known to you already. = But with this fact known

Ly

" going on as usual, we repeat that the prices now being paid are higher than
“ the surrounding circumstances would seem to warrant,

“We may add here that we have brought under the notice of the ‘Roard of
“ Revenue, the serjoug falling off in the exports to France, and thé’y'gafus&e to
*“'which we attribute it, which seemed to be new to them, and it is not at all im-
““ probable that the enhanced rate of export duty, which was levied under- the

* belief that India alone was the only source of supply of Salipetre, will soon be
“ modified if not enfirely abolished.”

: ies, which had ﬁ?&’clusively supplied the Government with

@t Saltpetre by the old method of refining, have almost, if pet entirely, ceased

ke working, : :
Lztract of a letier, dateq Paris, 124} December, 1860,

“ The contracts for the Government have Just

‘ the Contractors are Mr. Lemarchand of Lille fo
“and Company of Javel for 500 tons.”

et They also.beg to_hand.him slatistios of Nitrate -Soda.
e N itrafe.Soda, imported into the
with same periods 1859 and 1833 .

been taken here, and I believe
r 800 tons, and Messrs, Boyer

TSP, ™
‘:_y{‘._
'

United Kingdom to 80th N, ovember, compared

~ Tons ‘;’
In 1860 35013
» 1539, 23 503
» 1858 19 g97

independent of Floating Cargqgs,_ sold for the continent, amounting to ubout 3,000
tons during the last two months alone, showing the inecrease of consumption, and
ct;nﬁrmiug the opinion as to the unlimited capability of production of this article
in South America and at very sr_nall;- cost, as the Price is less than one-ihird that
of India Saltpetre. . Ruésent price in Wareliouse £13 to £13-10 per ton.
a3 ¢ R o 1

1 R + vgi #
! P : o X4

Tip SR S

it i

4

// crcd s ’\ﬁ/a’f//;)?«[//
y &

3 ;
o 7 ,2 y
l / X -] ‘
, P Z 3w
ks 't ’ )

)/ipv-!t/(),- :
77

Fe v 5 A
(/S A7 ﬂ/

7
,/// 7 f(/,r/ﬂ'/ o

L







	Image00019
	Image00020
	Image00021
	Image00022
	Image00023
	Image00024

