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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
s 23rd April 1861. ;
o SR AT A e e O SN, > U REO M {.

No. 398.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th March 1561,
. No. 1,575 :— o .

Read again Government Petition, No. 3,278, dated 31st October 1860, from the Agent and
the Manager of the Shivagunga Zamindéri, praying that they may be allowed to use the Yadast

or Memorandum form of correspondence in addressing the Deputy Collector.

Read report of the Collector of Madura, dated 14th February 1861, No. 41, on the above

Petition.
(In Cons., 18th February 1861, No. 1,022.)
1. Resolved that the above recorded papers be submitted to Government, with reference
to their Order, dated 4th December 1860, on the foregoing Petition from the Agent and the

_ Manager of the Shivagunga Zamindéri in the Madura Distriet,

2. The Petitioners request— :

First. That “ they. may be allowed when addressing the Depuiy Collectors and Magis-
¢ trates in the Vernacular to use the style and manner of Yadast or Memorandum ;” and

Second. That “ the Revenue business of the Zamindari may, as far as practicable, be
¢ transacted by the Collector and Petitioners, rather than in part or wholly by the Deputy Collec-
“ tor and Petitioners.” '

3. The Board agree with the Collector that there is not sufficient reason for prescribing a
* different form of correspondence between the Deputy Collector and the Petitioners from that—
viz., of Urzi and Takfd—which is now used between the latter and the Collector, and his
- Covenanted Assistants. If a revision of this form be at all needed, a general rule should be laid

down applicable to all the other Zamindéris, &c., in the District, and not only to the Zamindiri
in question. .

4, The second request the Board need hardly observe cannot be acceded to without much
inconvenience to the public service. A Deputy Collector will often, by virtue of his office and
position, have frequent business to transact with Proprietors of Estates or their Agents, and to
require him to do this through the Collector would be unnecessarily transferring to the latter a
portion of his Deputy’s legitimate duties. : :

5. In the present case, however, the Board are of opinion that correspondence between the
offices of the Agent (Mr. Fletcher) and the Deputy Collector (Mr. Hayes) might with mutual
convenience and advantage be carried on’as much as possible in English in the usual official
style. As the Collector observes in respect of his own Office and the Petitioners, it is impossi-
ble to avoid some Tamil correspondence and this should be conducted in the style hitherto
adopted, until a change in the rules of Etiquette, now generally observed in Vernacular
correspondence, is introduced under sanction of competent authority.

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL, Acting Sub-Secretary.

No. 399. : ORDER THEREON, 23rd April 1861, No. 921.

1. In these Proceedings the Board of Revenue report on a petition from the Agent and
the Manager of the Zamfndar of Shivagunga, praying that they may be allowed to address Deputy
Collectors by Yadast or Memorandum ; and also that they may be permitted to transact the
Revenue business of the Zamindari with the Collector, rather than with the Deputy Collector in
charge of the Zamindéri.

2. On the first point ‘the Board are of opinion that the mode of address now in use between
the Petitioners and the Collector and his Covenanted Assistant, viz., that of Urzi and Takid,
ought to be adliered to also in the case of the Deputy Collector; and that if a change is at all
needed it should apply to all the Zaminddris in the District, and not to Shivagunga only.

The second request, they observe, could not be acceded to without inconvenience to the
public service.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departm'e;rvz.t:
23rd April 1861.

3. The Board also send up a letter from the Collector, in which he states that according
t(? the custom of th'e District the. Shivagunga Zamindér has always addressed the Collector an(ri
his Covenanted Asssstant'b_y ['Jr.zn, and that the Deputy Collector ought to be treated with equal
respect. He also gives his opinion that the Agent and Manager should follow the same style of
correspondence when using the vernacular ; though, he adds, when communicating in English
with the Agent, who is an Englishman, he uses the letter form. g o

4. The Shivagunga Zamindir possesses an estate of nearly 1,500 square miles in extent
with a rental of six and a half lacs of Rapees. He is of old family ; and is himself a youné
man of superior education and attainments, and anxious to do full Justice to his property and
his. Ryf)ts. According to the Vie.ws expressed by the Board and the Collector this nobleman, or
f:luefcam, as he would be callefl in other countiies, is to correspond with the Deputy Collector
in the humble form of an Urzi or petition, to be replied to by a Takfd or Order, The Governe
ment cannot regard such a state of things as becoming the Zamindar's rank and position,

4 1 r 3
5. Itis alleged that. th'c same style of correspondence has never been objected to in the
case of the Collector ; this is very likely, and probably it would not be evenin the case of a

Cf)vermn'ted ASSlﬁmn.t ; and yet the Government think it reasonably may be (and it certainly
will be) in the case of an Uncovenanted Deputy Collector.

6. The QO\'erxlox‘ n Council is of opinion, however, that correspondence by Urzi and
Takid even with the Collector, is unsuitable to the position of the Shivagunga Zamfndér
. (] s ’

and he directs that for the future that by Yadast or Memorandum shall be ‘substituted. The

same form should be followed in correspondence between the Zamindér and Sub, Assistant, ox
Deputy, Collectors. ; .

. Wf'th re{;art'l to the style to be used in the intercourse of the Agent and the Manager
of the Zamindari Vi./lth the Depaty Collector, their request appears to tl?e Governor in Cou gil
to be reasonable, viz., tlzat their correspondence should be by Yadast or Memorandum “?icth
; t}'le (,ollectoxz an‘d his Covenanted Subordinates it should still be by Urzi and

Page 41, para- Takid when in Tamil ; but the simple form of address prescribed in ;he Mannal
graph 154, of Tilug -accounts,‘ should be adopted, and the form of the Takid should be
equally simple. The Board of Revenue will be requested to supply a suitable
form for the ending of the Urzi, as well as for the beginning and ending of the Takid,
When communicating in English with eit
BT gty < g g her the Collector or the Deputy Collector, the

8 The Board will be requested also to direct the adoption of the same forms for Urzis
and Tak{ds in the correspondence of Collectors and Sub, Assistant, and Deputy, Collectors, with
Tahsilddrs and other Subordinate Officers, in all Districts where they have not yet been br’ought
into use.

9. The Governor in Council concurs in the opinion expressed by the Board, with respect
to the second request in the petition, :

10. The Petitioners will be furnished by the Collector with a copy of this Order ; he will
also communicate a copy to the Zamindér.

(Signed) J, D, BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,

5 R

. In CoNs. 18t Fesruary 1861, No. 1,022, -

From V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Collector of MADURA,
o= dated 14th February 1861, No. 41.

With reference to the Government Endorsement on the accompanying Petition, No. 8,278 of
1860, communicated by the Board on the 15th December last; I have the honor to ‘réport that ever
since the transfer of the Southern Palaigar’s country from the Carnatic Nabob to the hands of
Government, under a treaty passed in 1792, it seems to have been the invariable practice of the
Palaigars or Zemindars of this district to address the Collectors and their Assistants in the form of
Arzi, and for the latter to address the former by Takeeds. = :

2. This custom, it appears, originated from. the subordinate position of the Zemindars to the
Collector, and the respect due to his rank as the agent of Government. '

3. Accordingly, in the estate of Shevagungah, to which the petition in question relates, the
same style of correspondence has been uniformly observed from the Istimrar Zemindar’s time
down to the father of the present proprietor, who died in 1849, when the estate came under ward-
ship, on account of the minority of the present Zemindar. The estate was made over to him in
November 1859 on his attaining his majority, when he appointed the petitioners as his agent and
manager respectively to conduct the affairs of his estate, framing, it appears, a set of rules for their
guidance.

4. A copy of the Hukumnama or Manual containing the rules was furnished to the then
Collector, Mr, Clarke, who seems to have ordered it as a matter of course to be placed on the
record of the office. A
peaLT, 5. By this Hukumnama,* it. appears that the Zemindar has simply on his own

" responsibility] empowered the petitioners (his scrvants) to correspond with the Col-
lector and other authorities in the Zemindari concerns on his behalf, concerning which he did not,
however, prescribe any mode whatever, nor do I find on my records any written order passed by
Mr. Clarke, allowing any deviation from the long established form of correspondence, or making any
concession as the petitioners call it.

6. As goon as appointed, the petitioners improperly deviated from the respectful mode of
correspondence successively observed by the forefathers of their own constituent, and still followed
Ly the other Palaigars or Zemindars, and commenced addressing the Collector, Assistant and the

Board’s Cireular, 10th May 1859, No. 1,689, L¢Pty Collectors (who are under the Government Qgder
L dated 22d March 1859, entitled to the same respect and
mode of address as the Covenanted Assistants) in the form of Yadast or Memorandum, which the

Board are not unaware, makes no difference between the positions of the addressor and the
_addressed.

7. This innovation escaped the notice, it appears, of Mr. Clarke during the short period of
three months that he was in the district, afier the restoration of the estate and of myself, But it
was not long before being discovered by Mr. Hayes, my 2d Class Deputy Collector, who therefore

desired the Zemindar in June 1860 to revert to the usual mauner of address.

8. An appeal was then made to me from that order of Mr. Hayes. On a careful reference to
the old records and from my enquiries, I was satisfied that the petitioners had altered the old stylé
of correspondence, and therefore ordered the Zemindar on the 14th J aly 1860, to instruct his ser-
vants, the petitioners, to resume the customary style of correspondence, or to correspond himself
direct with the Government officers as his ancestors did before, g
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