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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
23rd April 1861.
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No. 384, Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatoré,
to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 4th April 1861, No, 11 :—

SIR,

I only saw the Proceedings and letter of the Improvement Committee of 18th March, passed

in my absence, on my coming to Ootacamund. As I think the letter of the Committee is calcu-
lated (no doubt unintentionally) somewhat to mislead the Government, and as some of the other
members agree with me, on the sewerage and other points, I deem it right to submit for the infor-

mation of Government copy of my Minute on the above,

S

MINUTE. .
1. TIonly received towards the end of March, the Proceedings of the Committee of the 18th,

- with copy of their letter to Revenue Secretary to Govemment in which they complain of “ autho-

~ rized obstructions” to improvement, from “alleged" and “trivial” Pattas near the market
place’; and again, of * allegations” and “ pretensions” near the lower part of the bazar, and ¢ that
* ¢ if such Pattas have been given,” it must have been so in *ignorance or wanton disregard to
“ the public interests.” As the Committee are well aware that all Pattas are given by the
Collector for the time being (now the President of the Committee), and as these strong terms
were adopted in my absence, I think the Committee might and should have done me the honor -
of seeking some explanation from me, before condemning without due inquiry my own or my

~ predecessor’s acts,

2. I beg now to state for their information, that one piece of ground alluded to below the

\

~ market place was sold on the express request of Dr. Cleghorn and Mr. Rohde, to Maddana,”

firewood contractor (then holding contract under Dr. Cleghorn’s and Mr. Rohde’s orders), to
“enable him to havea store of wood in a safe place, near water and away from the bazar., Maddana
has since lost his contract, and never used the ground ; it can, I have no doubt, be bought back

~ again if necessary.

3. The other small pieces of land below the market place and the general bazar, have none
of them been given within the last 20 years, but were held and occupied many years ago, some
as far as 30 years, by Patta or on verbal leave by the then Collector, when the present wants of
the place and proposed alterations were not dreamt of ; they have many of them documents, and
all a strong prescriptive, unquestionable right, and if their tenements are now wanted by the
Improvement Committee, there is no question but that they should be fairly bought out.

4. As to the strong language used regarding the Latrines, I beg to say, I visit them on
- duty every time I come to Ootacamund. I doubt if one of the Committee except myself can
say he has ever been close to, or looked into them, and the * intolerable stench” complained of

SN by “some of the members” has never struck me ; if it exists, it proceeds from the members

_ themselves, being caused solely by the Committee, in my absence, having turned off the water
 that always was allowed to run through and cleanse the Latrines and obviate all efluvia. A Latrine
over rubning water cannot be very offensive; and I still maintain that except for an idea,
Latrines over running water into the lake is the simplest, best, and most practicable arrange-
ment, and that in all the other expedients proposed, of carting, boatmg, &c., the remedy will

- just be worse than the disease, costly, publicly offensive, and needless. 1 shall be happy to give

the Committee, whether as President or as Collector, any mformatlon in my power if they
will do me the honor to ask me for it,

(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,

2nd Arril 1861, President of the Committee and Collector,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenye Department,

23rd April 1861.
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No. 385, ORDER THEREON, 931d April 1861, No. 914,

1. The Minute received with this letter does not cal] for much remark,

2. Adverting to paragraph 3 the Goyer
Patta, fair compensation must be pai
of time.

roment have to remarlk

that even where there is no
id to parties ousted from their

land when held for 5 length

3. Paragraph 4 of the Minute a

Ppears to relate to matters which have not come before
Government,

(Signed) J. D, BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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