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No. 195. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th February 1861
- No 1,010:—

Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. D. SIM, Isq.
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Neilgherries, 8th February’
1861, No. 31.
Sir,

1. With reference to Proceedings of the Board, No 5,286, dated 13th November 1860, 1
have the honor to report that I made early arrangements on my visiting the Hills lately, for
inspecting Mr. Rae’s land ; and invited him to meet me. I summoned the Tahsilddr, the Curnum, the
Burghers, Todars, and Kotars of that immediate locality, about 35 persons; and with Mr. Rae
present (who partially knows Tamil and Canarese), we fully and fairly discussed the land and
examined its boundarics, as pointed out and desired by Mr. Rae. The valley is a fine one, and
diate neighborhood of 5 Toder munds, 1 Kotar village of 30 houses, and one large
« Sooloor,” with 5 hamlets, some within quarter of a mile, and all within 13 miles

in the imme
Burgher village,
of Mr. Rae’s buildings.

9. The parties allege, and full inquiry convinced me that all have been in the habit of
grazing their herds there, though the Burghers alone held 40 acres in the centre of the valley
on grass Patta paid for during 20 years; the valley is well watered, and the Burghers and

Tahsfldar pointed out an old rude annicut and watcr-course made formerly by the Burghers,
and now repaired and appropriated by Mr. Rae; the main road from most of these villages into
nd runs through this valley, along the land Mr. Rae has settled on ; it is an old imme-

Ootacamu
morial way.

5. Some of the woods have been partially burnt and cut by Mr. Rae ; and his sheds (several)
built from taoeir timber: we walked down the valley all together, saw all Mr. Rae’s proposed
boundaries, and were there for several hours, till Mr. Rae said he had “ nothing more he wished
to say.”

4. Theabove are the facts. This same valley has several times been applied for by Native
Coffce planters through the Tahstldér and refused, as cncroaching unfairly on the Hill villages
and rights :it is undoubtedly a much coveted and valuable valley, whether to Mr. Rae or the
Hill tribes.

5. Asthe result of the whole inquiry, I should say, Mr. Rae has settled down rather indepen-
dently wherever ke thought best; cut, built, and planted without waiting for the usual and
'~.‘,11‘_\‘ inquiry and leave from any local authority, European or Native ;' fixing his own limits
without inquiring if they included Burgher lands and rights or no ; and closing to cattle (the
Burgher’s chief use) the old “ right of way” from Sooloor to Qotacamund : all this has been done
in writing dircet to Governmen t, precluding and forestalling inquiry by the Collector or any local
authority.

6. Tt is clear from caref:l inquiry, that 40 of the 200 acres chosen by Mr. Rae have been
long held and paid for on grass Patta, and belong by fair preseriptive and old right of occapation
to the Burghers; their Pattas and theGovernment accounts, with other good evidence, show this
sufficiently beyond any doubt; that he also used Government wood for his buildings before any
loase had been granted to him ; and that the land from which in his letter to the Tahsild4r, date;l
18th October 1860, he “ warns off the Burghers,” is part of tkat long occupied and held by the
Burghers themselves. :

7. If theland Mr. Rae has thus appropriated be essential to a tea experiment, the Burghers
should be bought out and induced to migrate ; but it must be a voluntary recession, and not a
compulsory or arbitrary expulsion ; and the 40 acres of “Sholah” (or forest) to be appropriated
by Mr. Rae (if Government so finally decide) will include that, where Mr. Rae has alicady been
cutting. '

8. I have tvery wish to encourage, as I have always done (in Captain Mann's and every
othor case) every real and feasible agricultural experiment ; while I protect, as my dufy requires
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the fair and undoubted rights of the weaker party, the Natives, appealing to me; and which [
think the Board and Government would not wish to see unjustly infrirged : and T have only,

objected throughout to Mr. Rae’s forestalling the usual and necessary gonction of the Board,

through the constituted local Revenue authorities, and taking actual pessessien, end commeneing ¢
- his operations, before claims have been examined, limits fixed, or any grant for possession given {

by Government. :

9. Mr. Rac has already spent some funds and pains undoubtedly on the spot ; but prema-
turely and unfairly, as regards Native rights, which have been entirely ignored. The valley, if
put up to auction at this moment, would undoubtedly realize a large sum. If Government ];nd
not already pledged themselves (perhaps through Dr. Cleghorn’s recommendation, Which Mr. Rae
quoted to me and seemed to rely on), I should have said the fairest way would have been “ to put
« up the valley to auction ; buy out or omit the 40 acres of Burgher holding ; and make over the
« valley (for tea) to the highest bidder, on whatever terms of tenure and tax the Board and
« Government thought fit.” It would be perhaps hard on Mr. Rae to do so now, though I have
no doubt either Colonel Woodfall or Mr. Lascelles, also applicants for tea land, would give a good

sum for it. ‘

10. There are two points on which the Board’s orders are still necessary. First, Govern-
ment say that if Mr. Rae has settled on Burgher land, he should take other Government land, to
prevent such invasion of private rights; this is impracticable. Mr. Rae has built his sheds, and
planted, in the centre and best part of the valley, though on land held and paid for by the Burghers ;
ho will not now willingly relinquish it; it should mever have been granted nor occupied without
previous inquiry and report. I see now no alternative but Mr. Rae buying out the Burgher right

of occupation, or taking other land, to which he will object.

11. Second.—Dr. Cleghorn and Government seem to decide that Mr. Rae’s expression

« froedom of action” (which he construes into absolute possession and use) means liberty to use
the land but not the timber, which is to belong to Government. M. Rae does not recognize
o « Ringing” it to kil it this, but asserted to me his full intention to keep the whole of the
gradually. timber* in the 40 acres. To this I can only suggest that if Mr. Rae
requires tho land and the timber, he should pay for the laiter at a fair valuation, which can be

valued by Major Babington the present Hill Conservator.

12. These two points settled, there is no further legal impediment to Mr. Rac’s holding the
land, though on terms to which the Government has hastily pledged themselves, and which seem
likely to be refused to other bond fide capitalists and tea planters: Captain Mann having eight years
ago already tested the experiment successfully at Conoor, myself and
otherst having tasted very fair black tea manipulated there.

13. Had Government desired to induce further “ tea cultivation,” the best way would have
been to publish the terms (10 years free, and 40 acres of forest) to all bond fide tea speculators,
and then have sold it, land and forest, at auction ; it would have fetched a large sum, and called
forth at least the two present applicants, Colonel Woodfall and Mr. Lascelles, if not others.

4 Colonel F. Cotton, &ec.

14. Mr. Rae has no where, either in writing or verbally, pledged himself to * tea” only for
which these liberal terms are, as T understand them, given. I would recommend that his legal
indentures be to that effect. I am sorry to have to say so much on the subject ; but I sce so much
needless loss of Government land and forest, and injustice to others, in the indulgence to Mr. Rae,
that T should fail in my duties if T did not bring the whole case fully to the notice of the Board.

Tt is my strong belief {time will chow if I am right or no) that Mr. TRae has not the mears, if
he has the intention, to earry out the tea experiment, to

¥ 7 years is but the beginning of it ; a Tea planta- 27 4
tion cannot be in full bearing under 6 or 7years.  which qlone such terms are due in opp\'JSltIOD to Sir

Charles Trevelyan’s late orders regarding all Hll land,

S dad P. 8.—-T drafted the above on the Hills ; T since received the Government Qrder
§No.226. £ 9oth January 1861§ I am still of opinion that the timber should be carried to
the credit of Government; that the Burgher old occupants should be femunerated and nob
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summarily ousted, as Mr. Rae has practically done; and that Mr. Rac should be held to a tea
exzperiment (no where pledged) for which alone such terms were recommended by Dr. Cleghorn
and conceded by Government.

(Signed) E. B. THOMAS, Collector.

—_————

1. The only two points which are raised in the Collector’s letter are:—
First.—The claims of the Burghers to part of the lands which Mr. Rae has fized upon.
Second.—Mr. Rae’s right to the timber on his forest allotment.
i Coud RS N 800, 2. As regards .the first point,the Government, in their
Order, dated 29th ultimo, No. 226, Revenue Department, clearly
contemplate a full inquiry into the Burghers’ claim.

3. From the report now submitted, the Board are unable to make out even the nature of the
Pattas held by the Burghers; whether these wero permanently for the land in dispute, or merely
shifting grass Pattas; nor is the value even of tholand’stated. The Board are consequently
quite unable to foand any recommendation on the Collector’s letter, The Collector is requested to
forward the Pattas of the Burghers with translations, and any evidence forthcoming in their
title. Te will also state whether payment in full has been yearly made for these lands;
and if not, wky remission was allowed. The compensation payable, if the elaim be admitted, should
also be stated, and the mode of caleulation adopted. Z

4. Asregards the second point, the timber belongs to Government who will decide the
question when they pass orders on the Title deed preparcd by the Government Solicitor for
execution by Mr. Rae.

5. The Board have only further to remark that the terms of the grant to Mr. Rae are no
longer open to discussion. All that the Collector has to decide is the claim of the Burghers,

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 196. OrDER THEREON, 12th April 1861, No. 819.

1. The Board lay before Government a long letter from the Collector of Coimbatore on
the subject of the land lately granted to Mr. Rae for the purpose of planting tea, and of the
claims of certain Burghers to part of that land, together with their own order thereon.

2. The Government have carefully considered the present and former papers on the subject
and they are of opinion that the Burghers have failed to make out a title to any part of the land
selected by Mr. Rae. Further investigation by the Revenue Officers is unnecessary ; and the

Collector will be informed that no further inquiry or report is necessary from him.

3. As respects the wood on the land, the whole of it is to be at Mr. Rae’s disposal, so far
as it may be wanted for use on the premises; and he has full liberty also to clear and destroy it,
except that trees useful as shading a spring are not to be felled. If, however, wood should be

sent to Ootacamund or elsewhere for sale, it will be
® Order February 5th 1860, No, 270. charged one Rupee a cart load by the Conservancy
Department, as Government seignorage.®

4. Before concluding these remarks the Government resolve to point out to Mr. Thomas

that their decision on Mr. Rae’sapplication for land was carefully and deliberately made, and has
been aflirmed on re-consideration ; f and that it is improper for him

+O:tober 19tk 1860, No. 1,911. to speak of it, a5 he does repeatedly in the course of the correspon-
dence as if it were not final but were about to be reversed.

5. In their Order of January 29th the Government called for a report on the grass patta
system on the Neilgherries, but on this subject Mr. Thomas’ letter is wholly silent.
(Sigved) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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