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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
12th March 1861.

Read the following letter from C. PELLY, Esq., Member of Board of Revenue, to
J.D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint

George, dated 20th January 1861, No. 708 : — -

Sig,

1 have the honor agreeably to the order of Government dated 19th December 1859,
n submitted by the Collector of Malabar through the Board
of Revenue to increase the rate of batta to the public servants of his District from Annas 3 and
Pice 9 per cooly per diem to Annas 5. The grounds adduced by Mr. Grant are the present high
prices of the pecessaries of life and the high rates of wages.

9. The rate of batta now prevailing was fixed so long ago as 1826 ; it was calculated on
the old currency at 3 Fanams per cooly, and the present rate of 33 Annas is the equivalent thereof
ordered in 1850 to be adopted for convenience in the preparation of the public accounts; it is
therefore evident that the existing rate has not varied for upwards of 33 years, though the price
of provisio’ns-and the wages of labourers have, as Mr. Grant observes, greatly risen.

3. On my requisition the Collector has furnished me with a Statement showing the number

No. 204.

1.
No. 1,708, to report on the propositio

and description of servants who were on Circuit during Fasli 1268, the expenditure incurred on
account of batta according to the existing rates, and what would have been the charge according
to the rates proposed by him. From this it is seen that the Collector’s proposition would involve
an increase of Rupees 791-4-0 ; but Mr. Grant surmises that this increase is not likely to oceur
actually, as the number of servants going on circuit in future will be smaller, and the number
of T4lugs have been reduced. The expenditure in this item can no doubt be diminished.

4. I am of opinion that a change in the rates of batta is desirable not only in Malabar but

in all Districts. Mr. Grant states that travelling in Malabar is far mére expensive than in
any other District ; but this is'doubtful, the rise in prices has occarred more or less in all Dis-
tricts, and [ am not inclined to recommend any distinctions between Distriet and District.
5. The.next point for consideration is the rate to be fixed for future adoption. I have not
thought it necessary to communicate on this subjeét with Collectors, as Mr. Ricketts the late
_Commissioner,for the Revision of Civil Establishments has been at some pains to eollect much
information, and has himself given a large share of his attention to the question of travelling
batta. He proposed two sets of rates of batta, one for Christians and the other for the Natives,
(by whom is meant Hindoos, Mahomedans, and others not professing the Christian religion) and
which I here extract from his Report.

Rates of daily batta proposed by Mr. Rickells.

e

e Prop:)sed daily r?tes. - ;
For Christians. For Natives.
’ RS. A | . e IS B ‘
+Up to Rupees M 0 1 6 0 || 0 l
Do. b ath 3 o ) 2 5 0 Bt U (e |
Do. 6 0 2| 3 e e B
Do. 7 0 41 6 0. 25T 30
Do. 8 0 41 6 0. |- 81 04
Do. 9 0 4| 6 0 8! 0]
Do. 10 0 4| 6 0 8- 0
From Rupees 11 to 15 - 0 6| 8 0 51 04
Do. 160 80 == z 0 6| 8 0 50
Do. 21 to 35 0 9 4 0 v 0
® Do. 36 to 55 7 0 12 0 0 9 0
Do, 56 to 76 0 | 15 0 0 12 ()
Do. 76 to 100 oy ety 1 | 4 0 [ 1 0 0 |
Do. 101 to 150 AL I 9 3 1 5 0
TSR TN S e = T S e 1 10 0
Do. 201 to 250 | 2 VS S 14! 0|
Do. 251 to 300 2 81 10 2 2 0 f
Do. 301 to 400 b 2 ‘ 2 13 8 2 6 0 |
Do. 401 and upwards. __._3.,.. g 01 0 & 84705
. SRS, SRR 35
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6. I need not enter into the subject of a distinctive rate for Christians and others, as 16

has been fully discussed by Mr. Ricketts; I shall for the present purpose take for my cuide the

neral rates proposed by him ar
gener: prop 1d modify them to meet the requirements, as I believe, of the

Madras Rev = Bstablis sibs s T . ' i
Madras Revenuz Establishments as lately revised ; and for the several grades I ber to propose

the following scale of ten rates of batta for the Madras Presidenc v generally, which I think will
be found suflicient.
. D |
Salaries, Ra |
H o B 1— --771
| ' '
| | ks, [A. P,
1 Above 1 and up to 5 Rupees... 0 10
; 2 Do. 5 do. 8 . L0116
' 3 I)(). 8 du, 11.. - T 0 2] /7,.
: 4 ])‘ P e Ve cen | : |- !
| 4 14 do. 25 ... .. 0 5 0
j 5 Do. 25 do. 50, i 0 '8 ()'
€ |

6 Do. 50 do. 70 .. 7w

7 Do. 70 do. 100... ... ‘(l) Hl :;
8 Do. 100 do. 200 .. .77 7 1 2o
9 Do. 200 do. 350... R (N) 0
10 ]_)({ 330 and upwards SR :} 0 0l

The first class, (1 Anna,) will include the lowest menials on the Huztr Esta blishments, and the

Taluq Peons when entitled

ntitied to batta, 2 ] =11 1
o The 2nd class, (Annas 1-6,) will include ihe Peons and
similar servants on the Huzlr Es

| Ll |
stablishments. The 3rd class, (2 Annas,) the Dafadirs, under
Muchis, and s i 5 )
4 > uch like. The 4th class, (5 Annas,) the lower grade of Clerks and Accountants;

and the 5th ¢l: ) the hi
and the 5th class, (8 Annas) the higher grade; and the 6th class (14 Annas,) the chief Vernacular

Clerks, Translators, chief English Accountants ; and the 7th class (Rupees 1-4) will embrace the
'S‘ub-Co]lector's Sheristadars, Head English Clerks and Cash-keepers, when required to travels
The 8th class (Rupees 1-12 ) will take in the Collector’s Sheristaddrs, and Tahs thal‘ when
required to travel out of their Talags on duty. The 9th and 101} c’lasscs are for the four

respective grades of Deputy Collectors, and are the same

as are now iﬂ use, and also for 1110 hishet
g adCS I Tahsilddrs w S i ’ o
T 0 ah 1lda1> ‘hen thChC‘ Oﬂlcers may be entitled to batta out of then T 14

I v €1r l1aluqgs.

7. The financial effec :
flect of the proposed change is a point on which I cannct give reliable

il
depend on the number of servants w hom the Collector ta
he travels through the District.

information. It w
akes with hina when

But the Collectors should be required to take as few servants
Compared with Mr. Ricketts' scale
The following table will show the diffe

those proposed by Mr, Ricketts, by the Collector of Malabar

as possible with them on circuit, tl d will
¢ rates now proposéd W

be found moderate. o :

rence between the existing rates

» and now by myself,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
12:h Mareh 1861.
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8. In order to show or wh s eha | ; .
ow however what the charge would be calculated on each of

referred to, I have assumed that the followine se
g

e
i Designation, i Sdlary. Desionatio
- o |
! l 7 . -
| 1 Sheristadd | a0y
DIETIELAURT . oy ennennoenarons i st | 2 2 Y )
| teristadar 449 a8 85t o 200 2 Vernacular Accountant on 20 |
{ 1 Head Vernacular Clerk............. | 65 )
i1 Do. L 50 2
| ( o [ 3
| l) Do. o e o0 |1
[ 2 Do. 25 each....... i » S0 |2
2 Do. 15 each,..... — 30 | 4
‘ 1 Cletk,  coiviiiiniies e : 50 ‘{ 1 :
l I Do v i TV — ‘ 35 1 ] '
L'l Do. e, o | 95 ] 3
| 1 Vernacular Accountaut.......... | 45 | o
‘ e ) | 1 l)u on { ¢ i
i1 Do " & | (il [ S
o S .. SO ) O o o0 |1 T;xnm-li‘hrv-:_ ,,,,,,
Total...34 Persons. -
. For this number of servants batta, calculated at different scales fur 130 davs, w
follows :— -
I
b3 = v 2 STea s € v 7 4 ) )
Batta for the 34 persons for 100 days at existing rates.. 550
At the rates proposed by the Collector of Malubar..... 1,100 294
s rateg T nOSe 2 Mv 3 ¢ ¥ .
At the rates proposed by Mr. Ricketts for Natives..... 1,153 300
] 1 ~ #
At do. proposed by mysell........ooooo L 1.U09 6 187

9. It will thus be seen that the rates | propose are below Mr. 12
) . J i S0 il iUy aYhle Vi
and at the same time [ think they are sufliciently liberal
SF Tonce e 1 '
10.  According to the present rules no batra is allowed to the servar
Vivicaos o Ay EY g 7 acrree 1 1 S
a place ; I entirely agree with Mr. Ricketts that this rule

recommend that it be cancel

1

.\fmzl'x I no longe eXi~t, ali
led, and that the servants be allowed batta for the
may be absent from Head Quarters, I

» on= YT TITTOD T A 1
No. 205, ORDER THEREON, 12(} March 1861, No =60
1. In December 1859 the Board of Revenue submitted il :
-YEUUC submitted, with the!r recommel

letter from the Collector of Malabar

» Tequesting that t]
servants of his Establishment miolit 1

e increased.  The paper was r ferred £
who replies in the present letter.

II supnorts tl 3 ‘
>, o B . NF =1 . Sujp rts the recominer
Paragraph 6. Malabar but for all the Districts

; but the new

i,

the scales

rvants may become entitled to batta for 100 days.

| Salary.

RS,

24"

J |

yuld be as

cketts' and Mo Grant's,

l1¥'s halt in

| I would

period they

idation, a

1e rate of batta pavable to Un ‘)venamed

Vr. Pelly,
t only for

L cale of rates i ". hd propoSGS
differs somewhat from My, Grant's
0 ‘[. Y- M2 s
<. Mr. S rates are : L . ‘
Pelly’s rates are a modification of those propesed by Mr. Ricketts ing much
. 1 ! v U ML, fRVICREULS, -~
simpler, and somewh: 2 | zi
' . ) I .,F | newhat lu\\\l. e gives a stutement comparine the ﬁnan-lﬂl
) i o 7
aragrapi 8.  elicct of all tour sets of jates- vio t! ]
graj S of rates; viz. the present rat, IR ) sed b
Mr. Grant, Mr. Ricketts v L - o trates, and those profSy .Y
At Tant, Mrohucketts, and himself, on the assumntion of certain Servants
eing on circuit for a certain time. The result i« ] Lo o )
- hl | | ‘} Al 1 time. The result is that un ler s oswn seiale the navinents would
be 181 per cent. above the present rates. 20! : '
be 184 § ‘ fie present rates; 291 per cent. on Mi. Gran licketts..
¢ The or N £ the recommpndad: Foae . g
3. The ground of the recommendation that the sietiie tates of b . revised, i8
increase in the hire of coolies and earts.  Strictly soe.l- unless it
1 sPheak 1 1 -
1 be sh n that Y eXistine rat AvE paallse & .
caiy be shown ll?u (I‘.L existing rates are really insufficient for the rocessay 1| expenses
corvants ircutt. and this AQ 3 Yoz A o .
ul ~,‘\nh~~‘ on circuit, and this has not been atlempted. Yot considering the . fact that
prices and wages ave very much bigher now than when the Ttes wer ' 5 vears ago
i \ Mr. Riels¢ % e A \ 3 4 il AR AR . 4
susidering also Mr., Ricketts op:uion, and the ‘“"c,h rales uctually diaw ther parts of lﬂd‘a’

—

e i Grn’ S g o N
B

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 5
12th March 1861.

as appears from his report, the Government think some increase may properly be allowed here.
The subjoined scale, which is somewhat simpler even than Mr, Pelly's, will in their opinion be
suitable and sufficient, and the Government direct its adoption in place of the existing scale.

Below 8 Rupees pay... b 1 Aunna daily.

8 and below 15 ... ALK N 2 3
15 and below 25 e 4 s
25 and below 50 ... 8 >
50 and below 100 12 »

100 and below 150... il 0 P
150 and below 200 e e 5

200 and below 250... i =8 i
950 and upwards at the rates fixed for Deputy Collectors.
4. The lowest rate will comprehend all of the Peon class, including Daldyats ; and the next
rate would take in Dafaddrs, Muchis, &c. Up to a recent time Peons and Dafiddrs, and all
other servants drawing less than 10 Rupees a month had no
® 1510, March 1859, No. 329. claim to batta; the Order noted in the margin* extended that
benefit to them.

5. The remaining rates are generally higher than the present rates; but to the highest
class of all in the list there is a reduction. It seems to the Government however that the rate
proposed for that class, viz., Rupees 1-8-0 daily, is ample. The rate for Deputy Collectors of the
3rd and 4th classes is only 2 Rupees a day. The reason why the batta at present is so high for
servants from 200 to 230 Rupees pay, is that the same rate applied to all Head Sarishtadirs up
to 700 Rupees a month. The rate is just double that next below it, which is certainly not
reasonable ; nor is it at all necessary when it applies, as in the scale given above in paragraph 3,

Ll

to only a limited range of salary. 2

6. Mr. Pelly adverts to Mr. Ricketts’ plan of giving higher rates to Christians of whatever
nation than to Hindoos and Mussalméns, but he does not advocate it. It appears to Govern-
ment also that it is inexpedient to establish such a difference. The ground of the proposal is
that Hindoos and Mussalméns travelling in the Districts can find accommodation at less cost
than Christians ; this is true to a certain extent, as respects Hindoos at least, but the Govern-
ment believe the difference is not great, and they believe that the fairness of the distinction
proposed would not be recognized, and that it would create discontent.

7. Mr. Pelly advocates, with Mr. Ricketts, the abrogation of the rule which prevents
members of the Collector’s Establishment from drawing batta for more than ten days’ halt at one
time and place. He argues that as there is no such restriction on .Cov.enan'tefi Officers, there
ought to be none also on their subordinates. The Government agree in his opinion, and acc0f'd-
ingly direct that batta shall in future be drawn by Uncovenanted Officers for the whole period
of their absence on duty from Head Quarters.

8. It is not intended by this order to modify the rules as to the classes of servants enti'tled
on which they are so entitled. Thus Télug servants will not be entitled

to batta, or the occasion | title:
&e., Collectors' Oifices, except when on circuit

to it, or Peons of the Collectors’ or Assistant,
with the Kacheri.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
' Secretary to Government.

wJ
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