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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmenf,.
11¢h March 1861.

No. 179. Read the following letter from C. PELLY, Esq., Member of the Board of
Revenue, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated 18th January 1861, No. 689 :—

SIR,

1. I have the honor in reference to the Orders of Government under date Tih May 1860,

paragraphs 10 and 11 to submit a plan for regulating the price to be paid to the manufacturers

of salt.

2. Salt is at present paid for by the garce of 424 mercals ; but in the scheme now submitted

I have provided for payment at certain rates per Indian

120 Indian maunds represent 1 garce maund. The number of rates have been reduced to

of 424 mercals. five and in framing them, I have generally abstained

from disturbing the prices at present paid, though in

calculating by the maund instead of by the garce. Some changes have necessarily been made
to avoid minute fractions.

3. I did not consider it necessary on the present occasion to inquire closely into the
suificiency or insufliciency of existing rates, though this has not entirely been lostvsight of in
regulating the proposed)rates. But as the Salt Department is now indergoing particular
investigation, I thought it better to await any epecial recommendations from Collectors based
on their matured opivions, after the careful inquiries of the Deputy Collectors into the subject,

before recommending any great changes in the existing prices based on the plei of ey
of exi-ting rates to remunerate the manufacturers. Should such changes hereafier 1o co adered

necescary they can easily be adapted to the scheme now submitted by the addition of 132

L]

-

Ansa per maund to the rates in my scale; and I would recommend that 3 Pice, or its mu
should invariably be taken as the rate in future.

4. Without greatly distmbing the prices now paid,

* 1 Adpna for swamp salt. I have been able to throw the meuny varying prices now

- d paid ‘into five®* rates. It will be chserved thai ja the
}“ (lz (o gifintorad sall Districts north of Ix[:l(}x‘zzs the 11;::.u[:‘c:_1‘11'u‘..; prices are
11 do. : AT RS much lower, generally 50 per cent., than in the re t of the
12 do. Madras Presidency. Asa general rule one Annais the

Anna and six Pice for the Southern Districts. The rates of 11 and 13 Annas may be celled
exceptional, as they apply, the former 1§ Anna to one Division only in Ganjam District; the
latter 13 Annas, to North Canara, and the single Division of Negapatam in Tanjore District.
The rate six Pice is for spontaneous salt in Kistna and Tanjore Dist:icts.

5. In regulating the price to be paid ; it was necessary to take into consideration the work
to be done by the manufacturers in addition to the mere manufacture of the Salt; and I found
different systems prevailing in the several Collectorates. In some Districts, especially in Nellore
and Madara the manufacturers have a vartety of extra duties to perform, he has to provide the
rrats and to thatch the salt heaps, to repair the platforms, to repair channels, to convey money to
the Tdluq Treasury, to provide guards, to do all the work required at the platform after the salt
has been stored and thatched, even up to the time it is sold, until which period his liability to

demands upon his services does not end. In some Districts these duties

+ No. 1. are all more or less, done at the Government expense. In the Abstract

of the Uollector’s reports which accompanies this will be seen the practice

that obtains in each District; and my notes to it shortly show what I consider are the preper
duties of the manufacturer, and what are the works which he should not be called on to perforn.
Briefly I may say that it is the duty of the manufacturer to attend to all works at the pans (with
the exception of repairing the main channels), necessary for the production of the salt, to convey
bis salt to the plaiform, to deliverit either by weight or measurcinent into the store, and

having done this there should be no further demand made in his time and labor. Juring the
|
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anufacturing season it will be the duty of the manufacturers if
mé g

required to assist the Goye
guard af the pans in watching their salt,

nmment

6. A few remarks in this place on the rates now

L W E Hlae
In Ganjam District I have allowed 2
Ganjam Division

proposed for each Distri
rates, the exceptional rate of 11
» where the labor of the manufacturer is mucl
Divisions of Nowpada and Oomray
standard rate of 1

ct will suffice,
Anna being given for the
1 heavier than at the other two

ally in the same District at which the
1 V[:;agapalam.

5 Rupees per
hat the high rate of 2 Annas per mau'rl).d o:.atleoin thi S
a i 6 Pice the prevailing
p Butas 1 Anna : h. 1 have deemed
tam pans. ; T n the North.
ce be allowed for the Negagais 50 per cent. higher than 1s_g1veln lte at Negapatam higher than
.‘ga; very remunerative rate, an ent) not to make the ERSapusan, a In M:dura and Tinnevelly
]: ufficient (at least for e pre:han at the other pans in the District.
1t 8 i ore
3 or 3 Plce mor
1 Anna 9 Pice

been allowed. 3
1 Anna 6 Tlice per i 2-11-6 per garce which are very high.
the standard rate of he rates paid now are Rupees 1 P
h Canara the b
11. Tn Nort

ommended by the Collector t
rec

Anna only is allowed. In the other 4 Northern Distri

1 Godavery. but 1 rate, and that the same for all, viz., 1 Anna

% I{,szi::fe the spontaneous salt in the Kistna District,
i . Pice, for the re

fur i Pie to
1 i ase of the fraction of a

d w h urther than to make a slight increase

i ith them

1 hav t interfered v

have no

: he Collector.
; d as suggested by t
9 Pice per maun
e of 1 Auna
Cts

; except for
where a distinct rate of 6
asons given by the Collector, has been adopted,
In Madras District there were 14 different rates paid for the sa]
Fasli 1268. But the rate of Rupees 10-9-7 per garce is the price paid for the salt at the Northern
pans, at which by far the largest proportion of the salt is manufactured, at the other pans there
are large Merdsf privileges much raise the price to rates varying from Rupees 12-6-0 to Rupees
The Collector recommends that these rates should not be interfered with, But
I am of opinion that the Merisi privilege should be ( and that one 1y
facturing rate should be settled s and accordingly I have adopted the rates of the
slightly modified and have fixed 1 Anna 6 Pice per maund as the rate
8. And with respect to the rights of the

inquiry be made by the Collector into every m
tion, framed on the basis of a calcul
and the rate hitherto given,

fixed on an average of

. the subject
. ' have conferred on
bring them 1nto the rat cnment in the order under replycfmke does not agree to the plan
e : Ir. ; :
5 9. As directed by Gov urs with me but Mr . d by Government, can
» 1S necessary 2. Mr. Hall conc e if approved by
ith the general Board, Mr. f Coodewarum proposed by m . ears desirable to prevent
wit! = me. The rates 0 he Districts. Their early adopuon\alppﬂnme Seastbons i)
introduced at once into L{ll tl'es caused by the numerous rates wit 1(1115 e TR
ntr nich 1 gl jan maun
= on in the accounts wd in the public accounts in Indlanf with reference to the payment
Salt transactions are entered ation of garce is still made u:e Of nce to the garce. When the
3 . n ith refere
istricts the denominatio ates were fixed wit Indian maunds,
:0 some Distric icinal rates it equal to 120 Indi
mf; odewarum, because the: oggfrom 400 to 424 mercals to make it eq
ot Lo was raise
«d-of the garce
standard 0

t10 i i ti ns.
C igi mn Ol es frac
i nt- as 0
iti n Of 6 pel‘
an addl 1

A reight for
: f substituting weig ]
ry suggests that until the' system o R
13. The Collector of Grod'aﬁ’es yis b:;ought‘ into operation the pl'eLnt 5 R
3. £101) ived by meassureme T
1 salt transac for salt received by is to be maintained
odewarum § 0 mercals is to
cent. on the amount oflcos'the present rate for the lgl'a!;:e ofd4?ates and to provide new rates
6 per ' acion for this unles with all the o in the
asion 10T e to do away . cen down at once in
] see no ";‘clfe new scheme 18 mt;nde(:l salt be measured it shouldh be :;:egoodewarum e
thou en
o maundd fo% 424 mercals measufed. 5 ;s lculation and ensure speedy
¢ 120 Indian maunds This will greatly facilitate calcul e
S sily at the new rate. facturers. 1 have reason to believe 2
d ea ufacturers.
the man

o
.

t manufactured ip

proposed by

confusl
26-2-0 per garce,

ealt with separately anu-
Northern pans
for the whole District,

Merasdirs, I wou
an’s claim to compe
ation of the difference be
be made where f

Id beg to recommend t}
usation ; and th
tween the r
airly claimable to the
a few years to be paid annu
of compensation in lien of resumed privileges, &e,
the higher rates appears to be about 71,000 Indian ma
would not probably be more than 2,000 Rupees
should be deﬁnitcly arranged
Arcot the

1at
at ¢ompensa-
ate now to be allowed
Merésdir, a cert
ally or once for all, and ¢
The quantity of salt no
unds and the com

annually and it gee
avd the manufactyy;

same system of special Meras( privile
but to a smaller extent; and may be dealy with in
I Anna 6 Pice fixed in thig District

is it found though it is probabl
Southern Districts m

in al
measurement 10 a

ain sum being
ebited to the heaq
W manufactured a¢
pensation to be adjusted
s to be desirable ¢},
distinet from i
1anufacture exists g i
the manner proposed
manufacturer’s pay.

e that some general proprietary claim jp Mad
ay have been acknowledged, to account for the gre
the price paid for salt in these Distri

CIS as compared with the prices
Districts.

intact. ‘
at so much per Indi

at this
In South
1 Madras,
» and one rate,

But in no other Dis

alculate .
caymer‘\t of Coodewarum t
P 1{

h nt of Coodewarum
larly made- ; : nt showing the amou
are not regu submit a Stateme

14. 1 beg to

isting rates and what
Salt manufactured in Fasli 1268 at the e,};.l;;lr{]%rmer amounts to
chasgeiig i tding to the rates proposed by OS:"XS catsing & et inereaes
it would ?etta:‘;‘; Riinass 4,23,875 the new scheme
s he latte
06,316 and t
Rupees 4,00,

rine ct ;—
S 4 559 as shown in the fOllO\h ing abstra
: Of Rupees L

viz,,
also for the triet
ras and the othey
at difference between
allowed iy the Northern

No. 2.

9. In ix)Vcstigutiug the

Increase. Decrease.
RS. RS.
kv o 8014 g
claims of the Merdsdars to Compensation, it woylq be proper to e i |
aded 10w bresent holders of the Pans are the legal Tépresentatives of the parties Vizagapatau‘_ AN o e a i 21018 0
alluded to in column [ Section 4 of Regulation T of 1805, whether the Manufacture has heen . Godavery Dl.stuct. don i w4 3
greatly increased since the Passing of that Regulation; ayq to determine ¢, what extent Godnery Disict 0 | 0
compensation would be required ip consequence of the reduction of the old rates; and to Nellore .o en oo Ll e WA 2,125 S
inquire whether any compensation had ever been made where the manufactyre had beep given Nollow s g
R shcre has been no Manufacture at the Pans at Cheyoop and :Umu South Arcot ... . s o = 1,129
cther places in M adras where ng Compensation hag apparently heep made, [ South Sou ot :
Arcot also the manufacture appears to have beep stopped for a number of o S s
pans at Mercanum and to have been restricted to a few pang only and ne com
have been demanded. Eveq In pans where m

Pensation seems g

anufacture is ¢ on it is ip some

circumstances j
at the high Merast

arried
than 4, 11, 4 and 5 garces and under such
the Merdsdars to hold the pans

2,148
Tiunevelly .o wor e o
North Canara ... ...

cases no more

0

0

2 ran e s 5 0

Madura ... s oo 0

advantage to
Collector of Tanjore

rcely any salt,

anufacture seq
It appears from the report of the

34

92,393 3
A

that at Vadaranycm the right of manufac-

turing salt was formerly vested in the Pagoda of that village, and that it was commuted intg gy

annual payment including sea customs, This is exactly the coyrg

559
Net Increase...... 17,
ST
and South Arcot, where only the Merdsi rights are stated to int
rates. In some cases it may be e

all the privileges which may be

proved to exist,

> r . p—— »h‘.’li_r‘
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s i ”ir 3 i , 53 o ‘}
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15. It will be seen from the foregoing abstra

ct that the highest incre
ents at Nowpada, a¢ w

ase is in Ganjam ; the
hich place there s

Y to equalize anq adjust rates, advantage

« The rates Proposed by some of
aK i ost. very considerable ; but the necessity

? especially ag 4he duties devolving in future on the

7 the proposeq scheme.,

ering the ga; heaps shoulq form one of
ave come to e conclusion that

the responsibility of the manufactarers should
! Y delivereq into store, In all the Northern Districts except
Nellore the covering is done

: at the €Xpense of Government. It is only in Nellore, Tanjore,
Madura and Tmnevelly this b i the manufactyreys

“f+ Levinge fyrthe,
Aping and Covering, by
the rates Prevailing
plan ¢f giving (his
being fixed, the
contract,

: aPPears to be done gt the cost of the
“HgZests that op an average 9

2 Rul)ees per hean ay be
' t this APpears to me, high, [p Ganiam ang Kistaah Distriets
on this aceopy appear to be g and § erlh(—:ip of 10 garces. ‘The
work gn contract appeq to be good; Moderate Prices syj p
anufactyyeyg themselyeg would iy Some cases b

allowed foy he

ted to each District
willing 10 undertake the
18. TItis only in the four Diggys
fall newly on Government
Government in the

duction of contract systepy and by 1
my plan is one of their dyy

ies. The eXpenge ill also be saved to
J wh = ore will 4 S0 De saved
fernment in soime ;g e
('}n erament in ggpe Districts. € saving {14 indire
tional charge to Government ;

ctly obtaineq will cover the

storing which aceo; ing to

addi-
\\
No. 180, Orpep IREON, March 186
1. This

ik “HY R Teport g the subje
lanufacturers, ) r. Pelly’y Plan is ¢ fix the Price qt
€xpedient, though not absolute]y Necesg
Measuring in gl] gy)¢ tr

1, No, 556.
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ct Of th& price

- S0 .
would make j¢ much fo,

to be paid for salt to the
an Indijay maund, This

ANsactions, 7y, G b ntrodyce Weighing iy, fpiace of
3 Overnment resoly [
. : A et
Point at once, feserving theq, orders heremre

to pass org rs on this
©4 Mr, Peltyry - b 8
more mature consideratjop,

¥, till they can give their
2. \Veighing

is admitteq ¢, be va
does not vary as its bylk does, witp tir
adoption wij] also greatly simplify ¢,
Department, which are iy, garce

stly or : .
y m re fair than meﬂsul‘mg, becayse the weioht of salt
ne, with h\mdling, ©

e accoun, trick of the measurer, Its
t tesent th
8, have tg e con 2 ko

verted ; “€ accounts Lept in the
"erted iy, Indiyy, . \

i Maangds ¢4, 1. TR—
of Indja. ands for the Governmen
* Janvary 164, 1856, Ny, 57.

Janvary 16 506, 7 3. ove fiye years agqx the Gnvernme:t solved on
the change, aAd it g 5 't resolved on,
could be proyideq with w

i
eighing apparatus, Ty, ihtervening
ngland, anq afterwards for Some g
0w it appears that, aftey all,

l:}' deferred until the  g41 works
time g been lost in w
to Bombay. ¢
the Commop

for machines from Iy
been received, and p

ailing, first

Lese latter have at Jast
€am segleg w

ill be the most conve-

; , 5
‘Jiﬁavwmnt,- Revenue Department,

1h March 1861.

e
LS

A ot

TR SR tober 27th 1860 on
o ' ) J“‘ﬁﬂ% of Mr, Clarke’s report of (::; Opmcured B
nient means of weighing, see P"‘f;ﬁ@..a cars that these beam scales cat; C ALY ot hraiary
the Salt Department in Nell@re; rm%pm!eau on the Board of I?,e;enuin view to the change
difficulty ; and the Gmﬂf?}f: Districts, with the necessary i approaching Fasli, viz.,
s'l:eps to supp‘y them tf’ :ling being m ﬂd ’?‘t ﬂi{? vwl'nmn'eement (0]
from measuring to weig u:; e te of price
on the 1st July. vers EHat 1k R Atiws 5n the denon}"}'::“°‘:n‘;;t§: 'x:a Sy
: € e e e
P atl b;aﬁde:ehmde ’the" ch““geffm i v::‘ligt :::ﬁnot be made in every
. 5 ; to postpone it for a year, in time
advocated by Mr. Pelly - therefore ﬁ?. i 16 A% be made in ]
time. It will not be necesx;:?; i::;;; ﬁhél'e#??{% requm}te arm;lgi?:f::; can
District on the ny abovea in other places as soon as practicable the il
it miayake placs:then, ud imopierih  (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON, t
g - r oI Secrelﬂfy to Government.
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