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=D ] v ¢ ¥ Nd_ 58. Read the fallowirgg Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Jated 6th Decem\lfer
1860, No. 5,708 :— : -

from the Acting Collector of the Kistna District, dated 4th September 1860,
No. 195.

(In Cons. 10th September 1860, No. 4,510)

- Read again letter

= : o Read also letter from the same Officer, dated 22nd October‘_-_l?go, No. 233.

Wiis rF L Tl el (In Cons. 29th October 1860, No. 5,513.) -

o ' b ; £ 1. The Board resolve to submit the foregoing correspondence for the consideration and
= 7 e e orders of Government, in reference to the last para-
In Cons. 24th September 1860, No. 4,792. graph of their Order, dated 22ud  September 1860,

No. 1,690,

A - i 4 9. In the former of the above recorded letters, the Acting Collector secks fov the instruc-
tious of the Board of Revenue in regard to the amount of water cess (Tirvah jasti) to be levied
‘rom the holders of ancient Zamfnddris, for the water they receive for irrigation purposes from

“the anicut channels.

3. He points out that in pursuance of the Order

I Cons. Sth December 1859, No, 6,121.  of Government, dated 7th December 1859, No. 1,656,
a charge has been made for water supplied to

Giovernment and Indm lands at the full rate of

3 Rupees an acre, but that in the caseof the first two Zamindaris noted -

Devakota. in the margin, only two-thirds of this rate has been charged, while in the last
Chevendra-

Nopaveed. one no rate has yet been imposed, in consequence of there still being some

» P cases of concealed cultivation under inquiry.
R . AT P’ s 4. In the second letter Mi, Thornhill explains that this deduction of one-third was
- : ; . allowed f&r the trouble and risk of collection, under the orders contained in paragraph 16 of the
s Proceedings of the Board,j dated 30th July 1858,
In Cons. 15th December 1858, No 4,295. No. 2,894, confirmed by Governient in paragraph
14 of Minutes of Consultation, dated 22nd Septem-
ber 1858, No. 1,289.

5. He also reports in the same letter on the measures adopted annually for the purpose of
determining the extent of irrigated land in the Noozveed Zamindéri, which is liable to be taxed
‘with the water cess, exclusive of the supply which the Zamindér is entitled to have free of

.ghm-ge as an equivalent for the water he used to get from his own channel before it was rendered

‘ ! . useless by the Bunder canal.
& _ AL 3 b . The points upon which the decision of Government is now required are—1st. Whether
v _the rate of 3 Rupees an acre is to be levied in full on lands in these Zaminddris irrigated
_;‘ ¢ . b B ':['by means of the anicut, or whether a deduction is to be allowed from this rate as a remunera-
: e tion for the trouble and expense of collecting thecess. 2nd. In theevent of a deduction being
5 o T A allowed, the proportion which may be fairly remitted for this object.

7. Mr. Thornhill proposes at paragraph 13 of his second letter above recorded, that the
Government servants should collect the money instead of this duty being left to the Zamindaris.
He apparently considers that this would be a more efficient arrangement, but he does not show
~ * that any special advantage would result from it. He only adds that the saving which would be
S Heflected by discontinuing the deduction from the water rate, would cover the costs of both

N ™ B examining the lands and collecting the cess. :
4. The Board do not support this proposition, as it appears to them that the arrangement
_could only be dependent upon the consent of both the Zamindar and the Ryots, and they appre-
hend that inconvenience and difficulty would frequently be experienced in carrying it out.
Simple but effectunl means should certainly be adopted, and as Mr. Thornhill is now doing, to
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Deparﬁnent,
5th March 1861. .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, c:
5th March 1861. :

- e S e

aseertain with accuracy the estent of land which is annually liable to be charged for water, but
the demand for the tax, should be made, in the opinion of the Board, on the Zaminddr himself,
to whom a deduction should be granted for the trouble of collecting the dues the rate of 10 per
cent., which they think would be ample remuneration. TheyTagree with Mr. Thornhill that

y the old rates should be adhered to in the Noozveed Zaminddri for Fasli 1269, but on this point
also the opders of Government are solicited.

8. Mr. Thornhill's second letter shows foreibly that in the event of a Zamindar choosing
the former or detailed method, some checks will be necessary to aid the local Revenue Officer
in preventing abuse. What those rules should be deserves the careful attention of the Board
and the Collector ; the two following however, appear to be necessary, 1st, the Zamindér should
be required to state beforehand every year what land he wishes to have irrigated ; 2nd, he
should bind himself to pay double for all land found watered not entered in that statement.

%

(A true Extract.) ” G S -rgh ¥
9. The long delay to levy water rate on the lands of Nazid Zamindiri since 1858, is %
t
2

» g H sl ) r 1 Q] fl
v At N o s not at all satisfactorily accounted for. As respects the cause assigned for the omission in the
Ee Jatest year, Fasli 1269, it is obvious to remark that the existence of concealed irrigation ought _
N.o 59. Orper THEREON, Sth March 1861, No. 500. not to have prevented the levy of the tax on that which was ascertained. ' "x;r,-
1. In paragraph 10 of the Order of 22nd September 1860, No. 1,690, the Government (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON, 1

o desired the Board of Revenue to report what had been done in the Godavery e Cistn: Secretary to Government.
y and Kistna Y

Districts, in pursuance of the Order of Deeember 7th 1859, in which it was directed that wate
rate should be levied immediately on Infm and Zamfndéri land, and on Government land
where the state of the assessment might admit of it; and the Board now submit accordingly
two letters from the Collector of the Kistna District, one dated previously to the Order, report-
ing his proceedings in the matter.

9. The water rate of 3 Rupees an acre sanctioned in the Order of

& No. 1,656. Tth December® 1859, has been charged in full on all Government and Iném land.
But from a mis-apprehension of the intention of the Government, the Order

has not been fully applied to Zamindéris. TIthasbeen acted onintwo Estates ; viz., Devakotta
and Chevendra ; but one-third of the demand has been remitted as compensation for the risk and
trouble of collecting the rate, under an Order passed

# 99nd September 1858, No, 1,289. in 1858.% Mr. Thornhill states his opinion, however,
that the Zamindgrs do little for this large commission ;

and he advises that it should be reduced to 10 per cent., or b&tabolished altogether ; the duty

: . . 0 3
of collectifig the cess from the Ryots1in this latter case being performed by Governmentservants.

The Board are in favor of the former proposition.

g. Tt is to be regretted that the Acting Collector mis-understood the intention of the
Government in the Order of Jecember 7th 1859, Its terms were general, and made no reference
to any previous rule to be retained : if, however, Mr. Thornhill had any doubt, he ought to have

asked for instructions on the point without delay.

L
i ot G

4. On another point also the Acting Collector has deviated from the intention of Govern-
ment. It was no part of that intention that the Government Revenue Officers should interfere
in the details of collecting the cess in Zamind4ris. The intention was that the Collector should
deal with the Zamindar only, leaving him to make his arrangements for collecting the water

cess from his Ryots.

5. 1t was consideved thut where a Zamindér paid for water in detail, no remission need
be given him. But on reconsideration, and in deference to the opinion of the Collector and the
Board, the Government now consent to allow a remission to the Zaminddr of 10 per cent., on
the condition that he shall pay the remaining amount without deduction for any cause. Zamin-
dérs will not be permitted to compel the Ryots to take water, or to oust them of their land on
refusal.

G. TInstead, however, of such detailed arrangements between the Government and the‘
Zamindér, the preferable course would be a composition such as is indicated in paragraph 3 |/
of the Order of December Tth 1859 ; and in such cases, the Government would be willing to remit i 3
as much as 20 or 25 per cent. instead of 10, of the amount chargeable under the ordinary rules. '

7. As the Zaminddrs who received water in Fasli 1269, were led to expect a remis-
sion of one-third per cent., itwill be allowed to them for that Fasli, But for the future, one
or the other of the two courses above indicated (paragraphs 5 and 6) should be followed.
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In Cox. 10TH SeprEMBER 1860, No. 4,510,

©  TFrom G. THORNHILL, Esq., Acting Collector of KISTNA DISTRICT,
g~ dated Masulipatam, 4th September 1860, No, 195.

_ 'T have tile honor to solicit the instructions of the Board as to the qmourigfbf teerva jasty to
be levied from the holders of ancient zemindaries for annicut water supplied -to former dity lands.
% Tatad 76 Desens 9. In the last orders® of Government, it is lai;d down that the ‘hew water
ber 1859, No, 1,656, rate, viz., Rupees 3an acre is to be applied invariably toall Government and
paragraph 3. ' inam lands, as well as to zemindari lands.

3. 1In the case of Government lands and inams including aggrahara;ﬁs and mokhassas, this
has already been done and the water rate collected for the last season ; ‘but inthe case of the

‘ ancient zemindaries natcd in the margin, two-thirds only of this rate has

been charged to the two latter and none as yet to the former, some cases of
concealed irrigation being still under enquiry. , '
4. I am in doubt whether the above quoted order is intended to supersede the previous
Order of Government promulgated with Extract Minutes Consultation, by
which a deduction to cover the expenses of collection was specially con-
ceded for the Noozveed zemindari.

5. Should it be decided that the full rate is to be collected for the future, Iam still doubt-
ful if it ought to be collected for the pas't season. The Order of Government was not issued untii
the close of the year, and all cultivation of that year had been undertaken on the faith of the old
rate, and it would appear more just to adhere to that rate for the season in question at all events.

1 find this view entertained by Mr. Newill in his letter to the Board, dated 27th January 1860.

o

Noozveed Devarakota
Chevendra.

Dated22und September 1858,
No. 1289, paragmph 14.

Exd. ® P Tulloch-
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13. The Board will see from the foregoing paragraphs, that the trouble of ascertaining the l \ &
amount of water tax due by the Zeminda’s Ryots, entirely falls upon the G ‘ l\

overnment servants ; it would
not add to that trouble, nor would it lead to any further interference, were the collection of the

:
i money to rest with them likewise, relieving the Zemindar entirely of all concern with the matter ; the ‘ 4
‘ L saving which would be effected by discontinuing the deduction allowed to the Zemindat would |
provide sufficient establishment to examine the lands and collect the money. A
14. This point was prominently noticed by Mr. Melville,in his recent enquiries ; and I ‘
| venture to enclose extracts from his letter on the subject, and to submit the proposal for the !i
t Board’s consideration. ‘ 0
: { 15. Should th.e Board,.h‘owcver., consider that the Zemindar is the proper person to collect Il .
'% the money, I am quite of opinion that a deduction of 10 per cent. would be ample remuneration l,
! for his trouble.
| e
| A ; Exc. 1.
b o AsstRAacT.—Extract from a letter from the Aot : : - 1
i £ : . e Acting Head Assistant Collector of Kistna Dis- ‘
: trict, dated 4th October 1860, No. 31,
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