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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th February 1861.
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No. 175.  Read the following humble Memorial of Reverend JOHN GRIFFITHS, Chaplain
of Vizagapatam, to the Honorable the Governor of Madras in Council :—

SHEWETH,

1. That your Petitioner in the year 1845 entered as an Assistant Chaplain in this Esta-
blishment, and having been appointed Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop, proceeded with him to
the Neilgherry Hills where he for the most part resided.

9. That his arrangement was that the Memorialist’s family should reside in a separate
house, and for this purpose a house was provided for his family at Ootacamund.

3. That circumstances led to the prospect of the residence of Memorialist's family
becoming continuous, and that eventually one of his relatives could come and reside there
perminently, and for this purpose application was made to the then Principal Collector,
Mr. Wroughton, for some waste land around his dwelling, which was granted conditionally, but the
d not be given until the Survey, then begun, should be finished ; but Mr. Wroughton

grant coul
Memorialist that he might proceed on any improvements he chose as there could be

assured the
no objection to its ultimate grant.

4, That your Memorialist, on the faith of this assurance, proceeded to rebuild his house
and improve the land by lplanting and other operations, among which were the bringing a stream
of waste water from a distance round the hills to his land, and which ultimately should run on
to the Cantonment for the benefit of the public.

5. That your Memorialist in order to cut a road to his house frorﬁ the centre of the Canton-
obliged to parchase from several parties, portions of private land through which the
if the line at a proper gradient should be adopted for the purpose.

ment was

road must pass,
6. 'That the nature of the ground rendered the accomplishment of this very difficult and

expensive, there being several ravines to cross, the hill side very steep, and parties possessing
land in such way as to run across the line, a deviation from which would destroy the evenness
of the gradient, as well as the security and possibility of the water being carried down to the
Cantoument parallel to each other, which was indispensably necessary for security.

7. Both the Commandant of the Hills, Captain Hall, and the Civil Engineer of the District,
Captain F. Cotton, were consulted on the subject, and both gave their approbation and highly
approved of the line and of the water-course, and, seeing that the latter would be turned to benefit
the public, Captain Cotton proposed to assist by recommending that Government should aid
your Memorialist by a grant of public money, but on Mr. Wroughton's departure for England, as
well as Captain Cotton’s absence soon after, this was forgotten—and the land was purchased, the

" water-course and road were cut at the sole expense of your Memorialist.

8.~ That sabsequently several Engineers in suecession to Captain Cotton, examined and

reported on the road, and among them the following : —Major Ludlow, Captain Quchterlony,

Captain Ludlow, Captain Francis, Captain Reilly, some of whom wrote officially to the Collec-

tor, recommending him to take the line on the list of public roads and remunerate your Memo-

rialist for the expense by an estimate.
23 9. That at this period Mr. Thomas was Collector, or Acting Principal Collector of the
s District, and refused to forward their recommendations, pronounged it “ steep,” and useless, in
~ the face of the professional examination of the line and of their opinions which described it as
¢ excellent ” in every point of view, and as forming the orly good line which could be made to
connect the Cantoument of Ootacamund with the north of Ootacamund, Kotagherry, as a dralt
road, but would be the best and shortest line to lead to the Mysore country instead of the present
- route via Segoor, and form also a level drive for sixteen miles to Kotagherry which latter, having
been pointed out and partly traced by me for Captain Cotton that Officer was authorized by thz
Governor General while residing there to complete at the public expense and which was ac.cor:L

ingly done.
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