


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd December 1861.

No. 210. Read the following letter from G. N. TAYLOR, Esq., Inim Commissioner, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,
dated Vellore, 18th November 1861, No. 62 : —

SIR,

1. I bave the henor to submit, for the approval of Government, a draft of the instruections
which I propose to issue for the guidance of the Deputy Collectors who are to be employed in
the Indmn Settlement of the Tanjore District,’and to solicit their carly orders with special
reference to the modification of the general rules proposed in paragraphs 10 and 11 of the
draft, as affecting the holders of Sikka Sanad Indms in that District.

2. As regards the policy of the proposed distinction in favor of this elass of Inéms, it is
to be remembered that the present Settlement consists simply in the voluntary eufranchisement

and conversion of the existing tenure of luams into titles of a perfect and permanent character,
upon terms derived from fair arithmetical calculations. This tenure, as defined by past orders
of Government as regards the great mass of Iniams which are held either without grants, or on
Sanads imperiect in their terms or derived from inferior authority, is described in Section 5 of
the Rules. The various terms of enfranchisement given in the following Sections are based
upon this definition of the tenure; but it was always
; Qﬁf‘l.}floythl\{‘gy s contemplated, as stated in paragraph 13 of my Memorandum*
upon a Minutef by the Honorable Mr. Walter Llliot,
appended to the Rules, that where perfect titles of a permanent character exist, an exception
should be made in their favor. Of this exceptional class are the Indms held on the Sikka
Sanads of the Tanjore Réjds, which are hereditary and permanent in their terms, and have been
declared by the orders of Government to be not subject to the various restrictions imposed by _
the Rules of 1848 upon adoption and succession in collateral and divided members of the
family. While the distinction proposed is, therefore, only just and necessary, the compromise .
on these terms will commend itself to the Tanjore Indmdars as a fair and reasonable Settlement,
and will induce them to come forward more readily to enfranchise their Infdms. I do not beI{gve,
Lowever, that the cases, in which childless widows, holding Sikka Sanad Indms, will be in a
position to take advantage of the lowest rate of quit-rent, will be found to be numerous.

3. Itis unnecessary to repeat the reasons I have given in the draft of instructions for
rejecting the claims, likely to be advanced by seme of the Indimddrs, to the effect that their
Indms are already freehold property. I was formerly under the impression that some of the
Tanjore Sanads did confer this right; but my present inquiries show that none of the Sanads
contain provisions to that effect either express or implied.

4. T have conferred with the Collector and with the several Revenue Authorities of the
District upon the subject of the treatment of the Tanjore Inams, and I have reason to helieve
that the Settiement, as proposed by me, will be received with satisfaction by the general body of
Tanjore Indmdérs. A copy of the draft instructions will now be forwarded as usual to the
Collector for any remarks he may wish to make.

4. There ars no other parts of the instructions which call for observation from me.

Proceedings of the Indm Commissioner, dated Vellore, 18th November 18G1, No. 435.
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Negapatam* and Tranquebar recently purchased from the

* Ceded by the Dutch in 1802, X 5 :
Dunish Government in 1845,




o S

Proceedings of the Madras Glovernment, Revenue Department, 3
' 23rd December

what interpretation is to be placed on the Tanj ?ée»s_anads, and what is the nature and extent of
the right secured to the Inamdérs by them. s : -

7. Ttisarule of law that ¢ that which the Crown has
Broom’s Legal Maxims, page 540. " not granted by express clear and unambiguous terms, the
«gsubject has no ri'gh'-t'”té claim under a grant ;” such grants, being a surrender of a right of
the State, ought to be * construed most strictly against the grantee and most beneficially for the

« Crown.” e D /
8. In the present case the Sanads are totally silent as to any authority on the part of the
grantees to sell and transfer the Iniwms, and sni;h a right ought not, in the opinion of the ‘
Commissioner, to be conceded on mere inferené;?s‘ ns to the intention of the grantor. DBut an-
expression more definite, which sometimes occti?g in these grants, to }be.eﬁ'ect that the Inam
is to be continued « both in the male and femal‘e'hhe," would seem .to indicate that al.l that was
intended by the grantor was simply that t.,he‘ grant should be enjoyed by the fan}lly of the
grantee to the remotest period, but not that it should pass to others who have no claims on the

State.’ :
9. This view of the case seems to be further supported by th_e manf\er in w.vhich the
Tanjore money allowances, known as Ayakat Maniams, have been tr.eat.ed in practice ; tlu.ase
Maniams being enjoyed under Sikka Sanads exactly .of the.z same description as thos.e on which
the Inéms are held. Mr. Kindersley’s remarks on this subject are s0 much to the point that the
Commissioner thinks it will not be out of place to quote them here in full.
" Paragraph 2« There can be little doubt that the whole of ?hese grants, which appear to
¢ have been made by the Rdjds of the country and their
From Collector to Board, 31st May 1832. ¢ Ministers, fqriau endless variety of reasons, to institutions
¢ and individuals, were all intended by the granters to be
¢ permanent. But as this mark of favor, a grant in land or grain, was of such frequent
« goeurrence with the native powers, it must in a few generations have exhausted the resources
« of a conntry, had there beenno check to its progress. The occurrence of political revolutions
“by cancelling all the acts of the last Dynasty was one remedy, but even these were not of
« sufficient frequency, and when the wants of thqig}overnxx?ent required, itis probable that there
¢ was not much scruple on the part of the reigning Rédjé in resuming the whole or part of any
“ grant made by his predecessor. That such resgp}ptions did frequently take place is clear from
¢ the simple fact exhibited in the accompanyiqg Statements, which show that out of the total
¢ number of 3,243 Ayakat Maniams enjoyed in this District at the date of its transfer to the
« Honorable Company, only 494 were paid in full, the remainder being paid in one-half, one-
* quarter, or other fraction of the original amount, and yet Sikka Sanads, in the usual criental
“ style, all state these grants to be perpetual, wlgst as Jong as the Sun and Moon endure, and
¢ out of 290 Roz and Rokka Maniams 60 only were paid in full. Forany thing that appears to the
« contrary these resumptions were made at the caprice of Government, but it is probable that the
¢ succession of anew incumbent was an opportunity not usually allowed to pass without a
¢ partial reduction, and that many were resumed in toto after several successive reductions.”

10. It must be admitted that the Tanjore Inims have, in practice, been commonly sold and
transferred, sometimes with the knowledge of the Revenue
authorities or under the authority of the Civil Courts. This
remark, however, applies to Indms held without grants as well as to those supported by Sikka or
other descriptions of Sanads; and the practice has been equally prevalent in other parts of the
country, particularly in Rajahmundry and Cuddalore. No objections were raised to these sales
owing to the unsettled state of the Iném question throughout the Presidency, until the passing
of the Rules of 1848 ; but this circumstance, the Commissioner believes, ought not to alter the
real nature of the tenures, their reversionary right to which the Géve{nment have never formally
relinquished ; but consideration will be properly showa in every case in which an alienee may
have come into the possession of an Indm, by purchase or gift, in accordance with the prevailing

From Collector, 4th June 1838.

practice of the District. This is already provided for by the existing Rules, which place alienees

in the same position, in regard to the terms of enfranchisement, as members of the original
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family, though the commutation is made compulsory in the former case, while it is optional in
the latter. At the period of the Registration of 1809 to 1824 one-fourth of the Inimdars were
registered as having acquired their rights by alienation. :

. 11. Should the above views meet with the approval of Government the present Rules will,
with their sanction, be applied to all descriptions of Tanjore Indms with the following modifi-
cation :~—

(1) ‘Whg.n an Inam held under a hereditary Sikka Sanad, and which the Indmdar may
be unwilling to enfranchise, is confirmed on its present tenure, that tenureis not to be the re-
stricted one defined in Section V of the Rules, which was only intended to apply to the large
mass of Inams held onthe strength of mere prescription or of Sanads of a questionable validity ;
but, as regards Indms held on Sanads issued by competent authority, it was contemplated that
the actual tenure should in every case be explained by the terms of the grants ; which terms,
i the case of the Tanjore hereditary. Sikka Sanads, are declared to be as follows : —That the
In4ms are to be enjoyed by the family from,_generation to generation and to descend to heirs,
lineal, collateral and adopted, divided or undivided, male or female, but cannot be transferred
out of the family, and must revert to Government on failure of all heirs of the above description.

(2.) For the same reason the childless holder of a Sikka Sanad Indm, having heirs of any
of the above descriptions will be allowed to enfranchise it on the lowest rate of quit-rent, or
one-eighth of the assessment, equally with those who have lineal heirs.

12. The above exceptions do not apply to Indms held cn Daftar Rukas and Arzi Rukas,
which are general and vague in their terms. The interested statement made in the Petitions of
the grantees, or the reports of the Daftar Kacheri upon which the Rukas or endorsements were
passed, cannot be accepted as a part of the grant. These Inims, like all others held on Sanads
of an imperfect character, will come under the general rules.

13. Under the system of Revenue administration peculiar to Tanjore, by which the demand
of Government was fixed on entire villages leaving the internal distribution of it to the Mird-
sidérs, no regular accounts of the area and assessment of fields annually cultivated have been
hitherto kept, and such accounts are even more scarce as regards Inims. Ou the assumption of
the District, the Maratta Statements of Indms which existed at the time, were obtained from
the Ré4ji's Kacheri, and these show the extent of Inams and the names of their holders. The
standard of measurement in general use under the Réjd was a rod of 14 feet, but sometimes the
grants were given in larger or smaller measures as 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 20, or 24 feet, but this is
always specified in the Savad as well as in the statement above referred to. The Register of

1801 to 24 likewise indicates, the reputed extent of the
. Iuims::e‘corded in it, the names of their holders and the
‘ titles by which they are supported. In 1804 a general
measurement of the lands of the District was made during the administration of Mr. Harris,
which comprised the Inims situated in Government villages; and subsequently, in 1226, a

From Collector, 29th November 1815,
Do. 21st December 1824,

“_special measurement of Indm lands alone, including entire Indm villages, was made with the

view of determining the amount of Réavah fees leviable on them under Register 1 of 1816.
The standard of measurement adopted in both cases was a

From Cullector, ist May 1805, paragraph 111.  rod of 12 feet, 2,000 squares of which formed a Véli, being
: equal to 5 Kams. These measurements made by the

Village Curnums without proper superintendence cannot pretend to accuracy. In Fasli 1238 a
more methodical survey, conducted after the model of that of the Ceded Districts, was accom-
plished throughout the District, inclusive of Indm villages ; but it came into force ovnly in a few
Télugs, the lands of which were classified and brought under field assessment. Inthe present year
the survey areas have been brought into use throughout the District as a guide to the conversion
of the Olungu system into a money settlement ; and as these areas represent more correctly the
real extent of Indms in actual enjoyment, they will be likewise adopted in the present Inim
Setilement. The Survey fields, however, will not be readily distinguished either by the land-

holders or the Curnums, from their not beij:g generally in use, and the Deputy Collectors will

therefore take the necessary precaution to prevent discrepancy, and will enter in the Registers
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the names of the old Katlés or fields which are familiar to the Indmddrs, as well as the numbers
of the new survey fields corresponding to them.

ENTIRE VILLAGES. 14. Compared with the reputed areaofihe

] T 1 i
néms, the survey has brought to light excesses

! Sheigal. Waste and Poromboke. y _ 4 3 & e Z
l in diffo-rent degrees as shown in the margin.
| . o -

‘ l In the Sheigal, or cultivated, area of the minor
' Former extent. ‘Sur\'ejy €¥-| Formerextent. Survey extent. i 2 "
| {"Cntent. \ Indms there is on the whole a decrease ; the
{ D | T " < y > .
! el e Acres, | Acres, ERceRs i the wafte may ha.xe resulted 'fx om the
| 1,01,000 221,000 | 1,86,000  2,59,0000 circumstance of its area being entered in former
[ ! Minor Infims. ‘ : .
, P accounts by estimate. In the area of entire

) 4 | g 7 . . ’ .
| s gy, g | 19,7001 yillages there is an excess of 16 per cent. in the
I'I‘otnl. 2,41,0000 2,609,000 |  1,88,300 2,78,700l  Sheigal and 40 per cent. in the waste and

Poromboke, but such excesses in entire villages result from various ordinary causes and cannot be
declared to be encroachments so long as their recognized boundaries have not been exceeded.
On the other hand different Collectors of the District have expressed their opinion that extensive
encroachments have been made by Inidmddrs. There are, however, no data to determine what

portion of the excess is due to the differences

From Collector, 15th February 1814, paragraph 20. and imperfections of the former measurements

Board 5th  do. ,» paragraph 11,
Collector, 28th Sept 1824,
21st December .,
» 96th day 1830, paragraphs 4 to 6.
From the Board 23rd June 1828, paragraphs 5, 7 anid 8.
Order of Government, 10th Feby. 1860, No. 212, paras, 4 to 6-

3

and what portion resulted from encroach-
wents ; and this ditficulty was recognized by
Government when in the recent conversion of
the Olungu they left the matter to the
tion of the settling Officer, who was allowed to enter into a compromise with the landholders

in regard to the excesses found in their holdings, having in

” LH]

discre

i C"}gsgi‘;" ,1_,:)311 i};,tt 1&2&0. view the general bearing of the assessment. 'This course,
" CO}l;l(e\i;r‘;r', 21&?l§h ,S‘I:;irfh 1:‘7' however, will net apply to Indms. On a former occasion
i Collector, 4th June 1338. when excesses found by the Survey in the Inidm area of a
- R OUAC NG »  number of villages of the Tiravadi Téaluq came under the

notice of the Board of Revenue, they were obliged to leave them alonz, because they could not
be supposed to have resulted from encroachments on Government lands in which there was also

found to be an excess.

15. On the whole the Commissioner is of opinion that the rule sanctioned in the recent
Despatch of the Secretary of State for India, dated 29th June 1860, No. 38, paragraph 4 will be
best followed in this District also. That is, excess within 10 per cent. over and above the average
excess found in the Government land of the village is to be allowed, and the remainder is to be
fully charged unless it can be shown to the satisfaction of the Deputy Collector that no
encroachment is likely to have been made, either from the existence of recognized boundaries
to the Iném, or from the circumstance of the Indm being surrounded by other Indms or cvltiva-
ted lands, which being valuable property in ‘Tanjore, encroachment is not likely to have been
permitted, or from the existence of cbvious errors in the original accounts, especially in record-
ing the extent of the waste portions of the Inams. In such cases the Deputy Collectors will be
careful to record, for the approval of the reviewing officer, the evidence upon which they are
satisfied that the excess forms a part of the original Indm.

16. Except in the field assessed villagesin which Inims have been classified and assessed,
the data available for assessing Indm lands are limited. In general Statementshitherto prepared
for submission to the Board of Revenue, the value of Indms has been taken at the average assess-
ment of Government lands in the village which must however bear unequally. The Commissioner
is of opinion that the value of entire villages can, as elsewhere, be fixed with reference to the
average Collections and the extent of waste available, checking the results by the average assess-
ment of adjoining Government villages ; while the assessment of minor Indms can be fixed at the
same rate that is paid on the nearest Katlé or tract of Government land of the same quality ; for,

though the Government demand is fixed upon the entire village,
From Collector, 1st May 1505 paragraph 156.  a fair distribution of it is made upon the several Katlés with
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reference to their known grain values amongst the villagers themselves in order to determine the
share of the demand payable by each landholdep;:i«_.

s o g B 17.  The pnnﬁx/!‘ai state-
Entire Villages. No. %‘m ;:}{”'&éﬂ B,{I,i‘,,,' | ment shows the estimated ex-
oy o e tent and value of the different
SATVAMANFAMS.orss: e ven camear) . 881 lt;g,g;.g 3,76? 58 | ;g.m f"}ﬁbdg"-’d {pﬁgﬂ:}nm&pr@aﬂi{z&. 7
g‘;f,ff;.ﬂ’tmm mone): renk 47 ’11:688 ’“,g, 14174 in the District, 'fhe entire vil-
Graiu Guthaga or grain rent...| 5 llgg; | e i 2’332 lages are situated mostly* in the
AR TR S o e "’;'f... . high land Téluq of Pattikota
g i?fi_ £ 31908 5’“?;“?_’ g 95,904 where several of the Shrétriums
Mincr Infma...| .. | 47,085 | LSLSS81 22,064 | beara heavy J6di. The Rokka-
Grand Total.. | .. | 2,69.046 | 747,400 | 116915 | guttage or money rented
> Two-thir;ls. . .

bear,like the Shrétriums, a fixed
. favorable rent; but, while the
fessedly low rent, the Rokkaguttage tenure
7 in a small abatement of the Government
¥ demand made in favor of the holders of Cirkar Villages.

Grain rented villages are similarly held on a favorable rent
fixed in grain which is converted into money at the current price of the year, Ardhamaniams

pay one-half of their annual collections as Jédi The fluctvating Jédi hitherto paid on the last
nuted into a fixed quit-rent. This is easily

two descriptions of Villages, require to be ¢

done in the former case by converting the grai di into money at the commutation rates fixed

for the District or Tdluq ; and, in the case o rdhamaniam Villages, by taking the average
‘making some addition for improvements which

actual collections of J6di during the last five ye
may be expected from the cultivation of waste.? All the above descriptions of Villages being
 be enfranchised under the rules.

18.  According to another statement ob&ed from the Collector’s office, which does not

&1 quite correspond with the one above
: given, the various purposes for which
the above Inims are held are shown
in the margin. The personal Indms
- will be enfranchised under the Rules,

Shrotriums are grants made to strangers on a
consists sin

Colltector's Report, dated 31st Januar
1802, paragraphs 129 and 130.

Description of Indms,

Emonal s e
Devadayam, or Hindn Pagodas

: 1godag.......uuveeis ?
Mattam, or Hindu Religious Institutiong Y
Christian Ch\mches
Davga Maniamelic i e ghonsn o

while the others, being enjoyed for
‘c;_mmy.....i Wi o different descriptions of Religious or
gﬂﬁ;ﬁ; .. .................. chm-itgble mViOEI, will be_conﬁxmed

B — on their present tenure so long as the
, service continues to be performed.
. Lo5

19. One description of tenure peculiurf Tanjore is the Grima Bh‘gam Indm ; when the
Réjds of the country granted waste lands in m they generally purchased or obtained jn git
the Mirdsi right of the lands from the Mirasids, and conterred it on the Indmd4irs. Another
arrangement somtimes made with the same object was to confer a portion of the Ingém on the
Mirdsiddrs of the village in compensation for their rights over the waste land which was given in
Todm. This was done either by the grants or subsequently by the grantees. In either case the

Gréma Bhagam Infm will be treated on { ' same terms as the original Infm 1o which it
appertains, N

20. re are no descriptions of village service Indms
Collector’s,23rd February 1832, paragraph 4

~ Onder of Governmeat 15t March 1560, S8v€ 2 small extent of rent free land held by the Taliars,
No. 335, paragraphs 11 to 13.

of Govem%nt, the Indéms in question will be enfranchised
on a quit-rent equal to one-half of their assessment,
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m
roceeaing 93rd December 1861.

-'\‘ Dt - 21. Underthe recent orders of Government, alienations*®
5th December 1669; 50,705, 1 ot of the nature of Indm made from the landed property of the

# Extant Estimated Réjayawhich has now reverted to Grovemmen.tl,I ar:;. to bg
“  Velisy A"mm,i,‘.tt' ¢ brought\mder the present settlement. They will be dispose

SRV REINS of according to the terms of the grant in each case.
.

ly. private estates in ‘this'District are thirteen small Polliams which do not
s e U B 2 “"appear to have been brought under the permanent settle-
Collector’s Report. 316t January 1802, paragraph ment like the other southern Polliams, but continue to
8 y .
.olgs. £ 1812, the portion on the pay the same Peshkash that was paid under the former
Fﬁ%tleﬂiﬁlzf ;’olliam.l- Government: Any Inémssituated in these Polliams which
existed at the date of the British assumption will be brought under the present settlement.

P

No. 211 ORrDER THEREON, 23rd December 1861, No. 2,346,
0. »

Ordered to Ife over.
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Qovernment,
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No. 210. Read the following letter from G. N. TAYLOR, Esq., Indm Commissioner, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,
dated Vellore, 18th November 1861, No. 62 : —

SIRr,

1. I bave the honor to submit, for the approval of Government, a draft of the instructions
which I propose to issue for the guidance of the Deputy Collectors who are to be employed in
the Inim Settlement of the Tanjore District, and to solicit their early orders” with special
reference to the modification of the general rules proposed in paragraphs 10 and. 11 of the
draft, as affecting the holders of Sikka Sanad Infms in that District.

2. As regards the policy of the proposed distinction in favor of this class of Inéms, it is
to be remembered that the present Settlement consists simply in the voluntary enfranchisement
and conversion of the existing tenure of Inams into titles of a perfect and permanent character,
upon terms derived from fair arithmetical calculations. This tenure, as defined by past orders
of Government as regards the great mass of Inams which are held either without grants, or on
Sanads imperfect in their terms or derived from inferior authority, is described in Section 5 of
the Rules. The various terms of enfranchisement given in the following Sections are based
upon this definition of the tenure; but it was always
contemplated, as stated in paragraph 13 of my Memorandum®*
upon a Minute by the Honorable Mr. Walter Elliot,

appended to the Rules, that where perfect titles of a permanent character exist, an exception
should be made in their favor. Of this exceptional class are the Inams held on the Sikka
: Sanads of the Tanjore Rdjds, which are hereditary and permanent in their terms, and have been
| declared bys the orders of Government to be not subject to the various restrictions imposed by
the Rules of 1848 upon adoption and succession in collateral and divided members of the
| family. While the distinction proposed is, therefore, only just and necessary, the compromise
on these terms will commend itself to the'T'anjore Indmddrs as a fair and reasonable Settlement,
and will induce them to come forward more readily to enfranchise their Indms. 1 do not believe,
however, that the cases, in which childless widows, holding Sikka Sanad Infms, will be in a
position to take advantage of the lowest rate of quit-rent, will be found to be numerous,

* Dated 30th July 1859. -
+ 27th July 1359,

3. Itis unnecessary to repeat the reasons I have given in the draft of instructions for
rejecting the claims, likely to be advanced by seme of the Inémdérs, to the effect that their
Inémg are already freehold property. I was formerly under the impression that some of the
Tanjore Sanads did confer this right ; but my present inquiries show that none of the Sanads
contain provisions to that effect either express or implied,

4. I have conferred with the Collector and with the several Revenue Authorities of the
District upon the subject of the treatment of the Tanjore Inams, and I have reason to believe
that the Settiement, as proposed by me, will be received with satisfaction by the general body of
Tanjore Indmdérs. A copy of the draft instructions will now be forwarded as usual to the
Collector for any remarks he may wish to make.

4. There are no other parts of the instructions which call for observation from me.

Proceedings of the Indm Commissioner, dated Vellore, 18th November 18G1, No. 435.

1. The Province of Tanjore came uunder the rule of
the British Government in 1799 by treaty with the Réjs.
Besides Tanjore proper the District corcprises the old possessions of Devikota and Nagore

Negapatam* ar- tee ; ; : +
* Ceded by the Dutch in 1802, sapa ‘“‘ and Trflnqueblr recently purchased from the
Danish Government in 1815,

5ih Report of the House of Commons, 1812.
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Proccedmg: of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, &
‘ 23rd December 1861. :

what interpretation is to be placed on the Tanjore Sanads, and what is the nature and extent of
the right secured to the Inamd4rs by them.

' 7. Ttisarule of law that ¢ that which the Crown has
““ not granted by express clear and unambiguous terms, the
« subject has no right to claim under a grant ;7 such grants, being a surrender of a right of
the State, ought to be ‘¢ construed most strictly against the grantee and most beneficially for -the

-

Broom’s Legal Maxims, page 540.

¢ Crown.” ¢
8, In the present case the Sanads are totally silent as to any authority on the part of the
grantees to cell and transfer the Inams, and such a right ought not, in the opinion of the
Commissioner, to be conceded on mere inferences as to the intention of the grantor. DBut an
expression more definite, which sometimes occurs in these grants, to the effect that the Inim
is to be continued  both in the male and female line,” would seem to indicate that all that was
intended by the grantor was simply that t.he grant should be enjoyed by the family of the
grantee to the remotest period, but not that it should pass to others who have no claims on the

State. . - .
9. This view of the case seems to be further supported by the manner in which the
Tanjore money allowances, known as Ayakat Maniams, have been treated in practice ; these
Maniams being enjoyed under Sikka Sanads exactly of the same description as those on which
the Indms are held. Mr. Kindersley’s remarks on this subject are so much to the point that the
Commissioner thinks it will not be out of place to quote them here in full.
Paragraph 2. ¢ There can be little doubt that the whole of these grants, which appear to
“ have been made by the Rdjas of the country and their

From Collector to Board, 31st May 1832. ¢ Ministers, for an endless variety of reasons, to institutions

' - “and individuals, were all intended by the granters to be
« permanent. But as this mark of favor, a grant in land or grain, was of such frequent
« gecurrence with the native powers, it must in a few generations have exhausted the resources
« of a country, had there beenno check to its progress. ‘The occurrence of political revolutions
“by cancelling all the acts of the last Dynasty was one remedy, but even these were mnot of
« sufficient frequency, and when the wants of the Government required, itis probable that there
« was not much scruple on the part of the reigning Rij4 in resuming the whole or part of any
« grant made by his predecessor. That such resumptions did frequently take place is clear from
¢ the simple fact exhibited in the accompanying Statements, which show that out of the total
« number of 3,243 Ayakat Maniams enjoyed in this District at the date of its transfer to the
¢ Honorable Company, only 494 were paid in full, the remainder being paid in one-half, one-
“ quarter, or other fraction of the original amount, and yet Sikka Sanads, inthe usual oriental
¢ style, all state these grants to be perpetual, to last as Jong as the Sun and Moon endure, and
 out of 290 Roz and Rokka Maniams 60 only were paid in full. Forany thing that appears to the
“ contrary these resumptions were made at the caprice of Government, but it is probable that the_
“ succession of anew incumbent was an opportunity not usually allowed to pass without a
“ partial reduction, and that many were resumed in toto after several successive reductions.”

10. It must be admitted that the Tanjore Infums have, in practice, been commonly sold and
transferred, sometimes with the knowledge of the Revenue
authorities or under the authority of the Civil Courts. This
remark, however, applies to Indms held without grants as well as to those supported by Sikka or
other descriptions of Sanads; and the practice has been equally prevalent in other parts of the
country, particularly in Rajahmundry and Cuddalore. }\To objectioqg were. raisggto these sales
owing to the unsettled state of the Inim question throughout the Presidency, until the passing
of the Rules of 1848 ; but this circumstance, the Commissioner believes, ought not to alter the
real nature of the tenures, their reversionary right to which the Government have never formally
relinguished ; but consideration will be properly shown in every case in which an alience may
have come into the possession of an Indm, by purchase or gift, in accordance with the prevailing
practice of the District. This is already provided for by the existing Rules, which place alienees
in the same position, in regard to the terms of enfranchisement, as members of the original

From Collector, 4th June 1838.
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es of the old Katlés or fields which are familiar to the Indmdirs, as well as the numbers

w survey fields corresponding to them.

ENTIRE VILLAGES.

Sheigal.

Waste and Poromboke.

xtent. sn'"t.:it e Formerextent;lsn_rveybxtent.‘ ¥

Acres.
2,59,000

Acres, Acres.
2,21,000 1,86,000
Minor Infims.

e e e ——

48,000 2,300 19,700

91,000

50,000

- 14. Compared with the reputed areaofthe
Indms, the survey has brought to light excesses
in different degrees as slown in the margin.
In the Sheigal, or cultivated, area of the minor
Indms there is on the whole a decrease ; the
excess in the waste may have resulted from the
circumstance of its area being entered in former
accounts by estimate. In the area of entire
villages there is an excess of 16 per cent. in the

1,000 2,609,000 | 188,300 278700 Sheigal and 40 per cent. in the waste and
ke, but such excesses in entire villages result from various ordinary causes and cannot be
to be encroachments so long as their recognized boundaries have not been exceeded.
her hand different Collectors of the District have expressed their opinion that extensive
ments have been made by Inimdars. There are, however, no data to determine what
portion of the excess is due to the differences
and imperfections of the former measurements
and what portion resulted from encroach-
wents ; and this difficulty was recognized by
Government when in the recent conversion of
& ; E the Olungu they left the matter to the
acter, will co = | ”. T iaf ) of the settling Officer, who was allowed to enter into a compromise with the landholders
Fasa e e o : e f , in regard to the excesses found in their holdings, having in
;ﬁl 2‘;‘;:; 1?6' view the general bearing of the assessment. 'This course,
ector, 16th March 1337, however, will not apply to Indms. On a former occasion
244;& ‘35.'-.'5 1338. when excesses found by the Survey in the lnim area of a
acd, . Uih Opci »  pumber of villages of the Tiravadi Téluq came under the
1 of Revenue, they were obliged to leave them alone, because they could not
; chments on Government lands in which there was also

r, 15th February 1814, paragraph 20.
ard 5th  do. ‘,, paragraph 11,
tor, 28th Sept 1824,
21st December .,
26th May 1830, paragraphs 4 to 6.
oard 23rd June 1828, paragraphs 5, 7 and 8.
vernment, 10th Feby. 1860, No. 212, paras, 4 to 6.

e
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2

‘the Boar
sed to have resulted from encroa

be an excess. ,
On the whole the Commissioner is of opinion that the rule sanctioned in the recent

of the Secretary of State for India, dated 29th June 1860, No. 38, paragraph 4 will be
wed in this District also. That is, excess within 10 per cent. over and above the average
und in the Government land of the village is 1o be allowed, and the remainder is to be
‘ ged unless it can be shown to the satisfaction of the Deputy Collector that no
ment is likely to have been made, either from the existence of recognized boundaries
m the circumstance of the Inim being surrounded by other Indms or cvltiva-

&m, or fro 2 .
y Tanjore, encroachment is not likely to have been

. which being valuable property in ach: 10 b
1, or from the existence of obvious errors in the original accounts, especially in record-
’

xtent of the waste portions of the Inams. In such cases th? Deputy Colle(ztors will be
record, for the approval of the reviewing officer, the evidence upon which they are
hat the excess forms a part of the original Indm.
Except in the field assessed villages in which Indms have been classified and assessed,
vailable for assessing Ingm lands are limited. In general Statements hitherto prepared
ission to the Board of Revenue, the value of Infms has been taken at the average assess-
3overnment lands in the village which must however bear unequally. The Commissioner
\ion that the value of entire villages can, as elsewhere, be fixed with reference to the
“ollections and the extent of waste available, checking the results by the average assess-
djoining Government villages ; while the assessment of minor Inims can be fixed at the
that is paid on the nearest Katlé or tract of Government land of the same quality ; for, -
3 though the Government demand is fixed upon the entire village,
ctor, 1st May 1805 paragraph 156.  a fair distribution of it is made upon the several Katlés with




Proceedings of the Madras Government,
- 23rd December 1861.

21. Underthe recent orders of Goverﬁmeﬁt, alienations*
of the nature of Iném made from the landed property of the
’ m‘“‘ f‘ﬁm‘*ﬁt’ Réja, which has now reverted to Government, are to be

425 2,191, brought under the present settlement. They will be disposed

of according to the terms of the grant in each case.

22. The only private estates in this District are thirteen small Polliams which do not
appear to have been brought under the permanent settle-

@P;W s Report, 31st January 1802, paragraph 16t Jike the other southern Polliams, but continue to
Fifth Report of 1812, the portion on the pay the same Peshkash that was paid under the former

settiement of Polliams, Government. - Any Inimssituated in these Polliams which
existed at the date of the British assumption will be brought under the present settlement.

P et}

5th December 1859, No. 705, paragraph 9,

No. 211. ORDER THEREON, 23rd December 1861, No. 2,346.

Ordered to lie over.
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.
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