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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
Tth December 1861.

i e A

No. 42.  Read the following Endorsement from the Under Secretary to the Government of
India, dated Fort William, Financial Department, 15th November 186[ No. 13,664 g

Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD Bart., Secretary of
State for India (Separate Revenue), to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor
General of India in Council, dated India Office, London, 80th September 1861, No. 33

My Lorn, .

I transmit herewith for the early consideration of your Excellency in Council, a copy of a
Memorial from certain Soap Merchants in Whitechapel, complaining of the unequal mede in
which it is alleged that the Customs duty has been levied on the perfumed Soap 1mported into

‘ India under the Tariff of 1860.

e

From Messrs. BOWDER & Co., to the Under Secretary of State for India, dated London
Whitechapel, 5 Old Montague Street, 17th September 1861. : s

Tue MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERSIGNED RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

1. That your Memorialists are largely engaged in the manufacture of perfumed Soaps
considerable guantities of which are made expressly for the Indian markets. ¢

2. That until recently an ad valorem duty of 5 and then 10 per cent on the i invoice pnce
. of these goods was pmd on their introduction to India.
8. That recently a mode has been adopted of assessing the duty on perfumed Soaps e
valuation of one Rupee per dozen cakes or pieces.
4. Thet as these cake!J or pu_zces vary greatly in size ranging from large ones of 2% and
3to the 1b. to small ones of 16 to the lb ; this new mode of levying the duty operates most

. unequally and injuriously, WWM paying more than 4 per cent.' duty, whilst. on the
‘small ones it reaches to 33 pa'm aa ‘amountmg to afi actual prohw ion to their unporl;

: o India. - y :
5. Tha Sogps ywr Mei:tormhsts manuf’acture for Indxa, xnd for : machinery at

consxderable expense has been erected, are in small cakes ranging mmn]y from‘ 8 to 16 to the
lb,, ‘on which in consequence of the altered mode of 1mposmg the duty

o 20 per cent. instead of the legal one of 10 per cent., by which co 1 e
sus:gmed by your Memorialists by the extra duty so enforced as well asbyibss of fude onthe
smallest cakes which they : from the high diu:y prevented from expomng t

6. That your Mem :

jntention whatever on the purl: of ‘the Customs Aut,honues in India, to assess the duty unfairly ;

buL from their not being aware of the effect of this new mode of i Jmposing it on the mannfa tures

in qnestlon. 2
7. That as the trade of your Memorialists is vitally affected by this matter, they earnestly

enireat that speedy measures may be. taken for more eqmtably levymg the duty on perfumed
Soaps, either by an ad valorem duty on the i mvoxcapuce as former]y, or by i lmposmg it according
to weight or some other equitable basis.

: 8. That as your Memorialists have been conlhderable losers by the duty being so unexpect-
edly unpcsed in such excess of the right one, they would further and very urgently entreat that
a return may be made to them of the amoum:s 50, ohdrge'd n excess beyond the 10 per cent.,
which the Government wishes only to recognize, and f justic
would feel truly grateful.

‘Transferred to thevrmdnéml D _partment.

Home DEPARTMENT, - ‘ (By Order, Be.) ¥
Separate Revenue, (Signed) J. H. RIVETT CARNAC,

9th November 1861. Qﬁg” Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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| Copy forwarded to thevqwemi.ients of Bengal, Madras and Bombay, hp&ﬁvdy. for early
report, & o : d ;
By Order of His Excel-leney the Governor General in Council,

; o Ty - (Signed) Re <% BERNARD,

; 5 : Under Seey. 1o the Goot, of India,
.No.A 585

OrpEr “THEREOY, Tth De,cembei 1961, No. 2,265,
Forwarded to the Board of Revenue for early Teport with
Soap before and since

2 Memorandym of the import of
the adoption of (e Present duty, 3 .
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