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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th November 1861. :
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No. 167.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st October 1861,
No. 5,775:—

Read the following letters from the Acting Collector of Sea Customs, dated 18th and 24th
September and 9th October 1861.

Letter dated 18th September 1861, No. 470.

1. Inreply to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th instant, No. 5,036, I
bave the honor to state that the bale was not deposited in the regular Bonding Warehouse
when injured, but in a godown of the Castom House, temporarily used for goods in bond. Ido
not know whether the Board contemplates these godowns being repaired and floored with
asphalte. The outlay might be very considerable. Farther I think goods should be bonded
only in the regular building.

9. 'The state of the Bonded Warehouse had some time ago attracted my attention, and 1
communicated with Colonel Hitchins by letter and in person. I have no final reply, but I have
wow asked for a full report upon the building ; but I know he considers the building old and
dangerous to meddle with ; the upper floor is of timber and too weak'to bear much ; a good deal
of space is thus lost as also in the lower room wheh is needlessly lofty.

3. T would propose that the Boar® should at once authorize me to decline to receive goods
except into the regulu'.Warehouse; when there is no room there, licensed Warehouses ghould
be resorted to. ‘The goods usually bonded are liquors in casks on the ground ficor in 1 to
4 dozen cases on the upper floor. There is scarcely more than space enough for the quantity
of these goods usually in bond. The Board might at once authorize me to decline to receive
into the public Warehouse any other description of goods; other goods should be bonded in
private Wayehouses.

4. Ifthe Board should concur in these proposals, I consider that the existing Establish-
ment is quite numerous enough, nor do I'think the rates of rent will then need to be raised.
Indeed~during the last ten years the rent received has been nearly double the outlay for Esta-
blisl.nnent.

5. I will submit the Engineer’s report as soon as furhished, and I think his inquiries might
extend to the condition of the godowns of the Custom House. But what I have proposed might
be carried out at once, and I incline to believe that on every ground it will be found that the
right measure will be the eventual abolition of a public Bonded Warehouse.

————

Letter dated 24th September 1861, No. 481.
B have the honor to forward copy of a letter from the District Engineer, Presidency,

dated the 23rd instant, No. 1,058.
2. The Bonding Warehouse is efficient enough in the sense in which the District Engineer
has understood the term. Otherwise it is inefficient, but not so much from * the want of space”
. as from the impossibility of appropriating the spac the
® Lattdeto Boasl of FATRHY aated 18 1 uilding contains. The upper floor as mentioned be?@ie’
SR - is too weak to bear all the goods that there is room- to stow

there, while the lower room is needlessly lofty. T request to be informed whether I shall apply

to the Engineer for an estimate for improving the Warehouse in this respect.

3. 1 further request the orders of the Board in regard to the repair of * the lean to sheds”
or godowns in the Custom House yard, as also in respect to their use in future for bonding
goods when the Warehouse is fulk If totally unfit for that purpose, theif use for storing
goods at all is more or less hazardous. [ concur in thinking that they need a thorough ovel;

hauling.
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4. The defects in the new sheds in the yard mentioned in paragraph 3 of the District

Engineer's letter, were by my orders pointed out to Licutenant Wood :
s. Onth
applied to the Barrack Master. i this matter 1 have

e

Letter dated 9tk October 1861, No. 502.

In veply to the Board's Proceedings of ’ £ AR
state that from letters rei:ei_ved fromngBombayyes:Tag:lc:il::’ ilxlq ol.i'e;;:f:; la:: ‘;i:l::hh(;:::r u:
appears that at Bombay there is no public Bonded Warehouse, but only licensed private L
and at Calcutta there is also no Government Warehouse, but only the licensed Wu'l:house :;“ es,
Association at‘ld some Pri_vate Warehouses. The Government, therefore, is not exposed in oith.n
place to any liability in respect to goods in bond. i =

—

1. Ordered that the above letters be submitted to Government, with referen'ce to their

Ta Cons. 13¢h Septembor and 7th Ostober 1 roc€edings, dated 12th Septe
1861, Nos. 5,3%4;;;“13,341?& i Nos, 1,815 and 1,930, Rcven‘:u ?)eb;:::“thu(::::: l =
2. The Board have in company with the Acting Collector of Sea Customs ‘Mt:d tke
Government Bonding Warehouse which is situated at a short distance from the Customs House
vard, in the rear of the Supreme Court House, and have also inspected the lean to sheds in the
Customs House yard which are used, as occasion requires, to supplement the insufficient space in
the Bonding Warchouse, and in one of which sheds it was that Messrs? Binny & Co.'s goods
were injured by white ants,

3. These sheds are decidedly unfit for the purpose of bonding goods, so long as Govern
ment is tp be held responsible for their safe keeping and delivery uninjured, which l'eopon.ibm-
it would seem is a necessary consequence of receiving rent for the use of a (iovemn'uer;v
building. ’

4. At the same time the regular Bonding Warehouse does not afford sufficient accommod
tion for the goods in bond, partly from the great amount of space lost in the unnecessary hej l:-
of the ceiling to the lower range of rooms, and partly from the insufficient suengz;yof lti :
ceiling which forms the floor of the upper range, and will not bear the quantity of goods :

)

which it would afford an ample superficial area. -

. 5 The District Engineer, however, thinks that the building is too old and weak to allow of
its being meddled with to any extent, and it is by no means free from the incursion of Whi:)c
ants. )

6. The building is usually occupied with casks and cases of li i :
Collector proposes that he should be authorized to notify tha:‘;l;q::l:elrnklzongd.fmgo?l‘ : Af—‘"ﬂg
received into the Government Bonding Warehouse, and that no other buildin (:h - h3 v
Warehouse will be allowed to be used for this purpese ; all other goods oS RSU]‘N’
private licensed Warehouses. . s i

7. The Collector considers that if this rule be ado 3 .
. pted, the existing Establishment i
sufficient, and that the rates of reat will not need to be revi'aed, R > Bt isamply

8. The Board strongly recommend the adoption of the Acting Collector’s proposal

9. They have no doubt that it is desirable for Government to withdraw from maintaining :

Bonding Warehouses as speedily as may be consistent with due consideration for the requ;

ments of the trading community. Neither at Calcutta nor Bombay are any such Emblishqum.
maintained by Government, and their relinquishment, here would afford the best inducem "‘eng
private enterprize to take up the work. Most of the larger Firms already have licensed b:n:]'r £
godowns, but these are employed solely for their own consignments. It would ho: vl .
doubtless be found worth while for individuals or a Company to establish licensed V'hrehc ok
for the public when Government ceases to maintain such themselves, e
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ald also recommend that the sheds in the Customs House yard be put
ughout so as to muke the whole of the covered space there thoroughly
ents of the Import and Export trade.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary.

10. The Board wo

into thorough repair thro :
available for the ordinary requirem

No. 168. Onper THEREON, 16th November 1861, No. 2,171
1. Under the circumstances stated by the Board the Governor in Council consents to the
Govex:ument Bonded Warehouse being closed, but to prevent inconvenience to the mercantile

community three months’ notice should be given of this intention. The Board will insert a notice

in the Gazette accordingly-
2. Meanwhile they will instruct the Colleetor to receive no more goods than he can find
room for in the proper Warehouse.
3. The Board will consider whether good
be removed without the consent of the owners.
4. The Board will act on Section XV of the
5. The Customs’ sheds should be placed in proper repair at once.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.

s now in bond can, under Act XXV of 1836,

law above noted, at their discretion.
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