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No. 1.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th Septembet 1861, .
No- 5,005 g ; 2 / B

1 )
¥

P. GRANT, Esq,, Collector of Malabat, to W. H JDLESTON *;‘

&

Read the following letter from L bty e
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Chepauk, dated Calicut, 3rd A stv’@;ﬁ_l‘ R

No. 173:— | . “
Sig, ; g é

b 4 "~
1. 1 have received the Government Order, No. 1,431, dated 24th August 1860, callingfor
<nformation regarding the system now pursued inthe ass,  nent of Kumerior Ponom cultivation

in Malabar. 4 { | 9.; i\t’ﬁ

-

o Somuch has already, I am aware, been written about Kumeri cultivation in Cana anars,
that it is unnecessary to enter into any detailed explanation of the labor to be undergone ere
the jungle is felled and the lanfl prepared for the seed. The circumstances attending a jungle Q‘

"Gl
2

Jife in Canara and Malabar must be pretty much alike. Its leading features are, hardship M"‘%@

disease ; for few men, I have long oburved.vwho are in the habit of passing mu? m m th@ fj‘:
{angles—even those who are born in and pass their lives in them—escape fever to a greater or 3

Juog To be tempted, therefore, to engage in Kumeri cultivation, a man must naturally
::kd:f::egood return for his labor, or his necessities must be great to lead him tomo » ﬂﬁ, By y
Itis not to be forgotten that after the crop has been grown, reaped and thmked,xfhn- \ 3
conveyed from the Hill side on which it has been raised to the owner's house, and marked, on.

the backs of men and women, a fact which greatly reduces the ,Pmﬁu' 4 q e . ; ¥

3. 'l'bc measure used in the following computation is the parah containing 20 M

L

or ten mercal. : :

- -

4. Kumeri cultivation is carried on in seven Taluqs, but in three only to any ei& p
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| ¢ nd of cultivation H 6. There is no fixed assessment on Kumeri in this province. As soon as the crop is read
‘.' K- v by to b .. s % ed : .' 1s ready
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% < O e 1 average quantity of seed required per acre, th : O A, e
e = e — - \:‘:‘_‘G‘ : B , the total yield, the rates of its apportionment
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2 ? & . . | L :“ _“‘:-_“.a’:.,; a1 "E'E # Annas seven, ar® tha. rates prevailing in the Chera " 'and Kurumbranad Télugs respectively. In
ix § -é l - - T -5 ! - 3 order to obtain a aniform rate of assessment, it will be necessary to fix it at 8 Annas per acre,
= z § 3 ) § —;-_F\a,l = T which in point of fact will place the tenants in Canara and Malabar on very much the same
z M N . :;. < - b o !: 4 Al footing. In the former District Government has fixed the assessment on Hill cultivation at
- ~ '; — —La : 'E’: E B Rupee 1 per acre, in the latter province when land is private property the tenant will
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| Lo , . 1: | but it may be pretty confidently asserted, that there is a larger breadth of land under cultivation
¢ g ' b : - F \E than is actually bfought. to account, and that so .long as the present system of valuing the
5 o : 3% crop on penoml inspection by .the Téluq subordinates obtains, this will be the case. It is
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accuracy of the account, he probably

sune bo the Thing. Tt.i? Personal examination of (L. o 18 the correet amonnt and transmits the
a minority of cases. The Officer sent robably f ;

he hears of the state of the season, &c? All iiu::::dh; estimate of the crop from the account
said official a visit; and #s much ma

¢ inspection of their cro y the
depend on the L Ps pa)
come empty handed. Once the uu{ gl Sumour be is i

n, few it may be prosumed
ement as t :
who have come best off, immediately here the out-turn of the €10p has been come to, those

or check impossible, reap them, and thereby render any further examination

9. The above description of the course : ; Fyi S
not, itis believed, far from the trut!n. or coz‘:::lie:‘ in‘ :‘;‘p.u"r::' ?::, ‘:“2:‘: llnltl' “lu"“w'b' .
facilities for fraud are very great, Ty PUL 880p 10 this to an : “‘“' gy ‘,')"l""'- the
sary to impose a uniform rate of assessment on each screand ’dlf"b" by 1t is simply neces-
found on examination not to have been s Goubie ©

brough . r treble rate on all lend
ing Government, Bt to account with the ubvious intention of defraud-

10. The means of checking accounts unde
" rthe proposed i
;n:’l g'bzor::cpif:i)wli!:hd?‘:l:::fsllrgugt. :z send to the -prft and hv?:::’emu.tm‘:::c;:m :‘:llll'v:t i:
a ies :
e I the accounts ; the fact that the crop has been reaped will not

11, From the representation made to Goy
: : . ernment, by the Co :

g dulmcuonb‘l:fﬁge '}'?!;" 1 many of the Forests, elPeci{llv inc(.?n:::‘:::s:o‘(l}bo"'l‘l::.f Tfim
nchu:{ 0 ell:_a de the Hil culm'aguog to be curried oy, Rreat stress is lnid o !h’ -
‘h.c“'““::%;n?ineﬁrlrlaon ofhcnluvl?uon “8 much as possible. Of course the o:Iy ::: rd::sx
this can in Malabar where all land iy et 3 ‘ B, 4 & gy

oo B i, e pley oy e, B ey i o
int cn:lo and on w!nch cereals are grown, would, for the S ek + Ang, 1 recourse to
be adopted were Coffee is produced. Both of these products stard o eo‘nn_ucu v required to
5o far as the destruction of fine timber is concerned. In  very fs exactly in the same category
timber caused by,iformation eryiew year, the destruction of fine

of Coffee plantations, will far
%] , exceed that consequention Hil
gu“ll;'.l;m“i  The late manager of the Beypoor Iron works remarked on the destruetion of 1 .
y Hill cultivation ; bnt‘u 18 notorious that 1}e quantity of hard timber whi h.r.“bu : .:Mwl
by the furnace of the said works in the ryge - et i
great, % arule, Hill

cultivation is followed on the higher .h"P' ! Ch"m;l. :‘u'r:zs :h.:’lltendou ol b
Ose who go

: elevations, and alwa
through the jungles, and wh lieve that the destruction of timber is greater

0 are thereby led to be
fine timber is destroyed in opening out and trﬂ'ptring the

than it really is. Endonbtedly much
land, but it is to be remembered that oy 11 :
b e . S vt ot W

stands, it is worthless, as it cannot S -
Malabar, that there is little chance of 5 tree, which will ;:n‘;'::?:ieag?zn‘:mmb:;,,m;im v
of view

being burnt,
12. “For a number of years a practica (; i1 -
of duty on all Teak under 8 inches in dinkie ¥ e horsined o exacting a high rate
Goverament this timber o e 57O but Ninco the sbolition of the Prastion oui Lmper of
ov m 18 Deing swept ors
disappear altogether. Anen tment blacT the face of the country,

actment plaei and in a fow ears will
valuable kinds would, | believe, be hSi!:g;n.s...n eabanoed export duty on small ¢ o{ the I:n

boou by all the Malabar hndloti::bﬂ
13. I shall now proceed to the considerati g it X ;
B e o . T s g, i Mol
o portion o ich I s are it
sea consists of a series of low lls or pfonich lies between the e

of a lying hills or hillock foot of the ghits, and g
':“ rice c“.l":';;.“";’ F".’P";}Y ”t?‘“ed. is earric?ico;.ue;hunl:d h'l;r;:h“:rh:':tm’ fais bn 'hic;
them, consis a laterite lormation, is lateri : Mw
looked on as one of the marked physical Secriorh sgh IS

characteristics of Mlll‘;::.m . directions, and may be,
14, The area of cultivation on these y is ati q

to the fact that they are unfit for lhapluugh.phm :;::i::‘:".b,ud i in & great measure owing
in three years only), are during the hot season neatly as harg “" ich are cultivated (and that once
be left to the undisputed possession of white ants and ap el ?‘:M' aad would if in the Carnatie
of rain in this province enables the R 5013 10 plough andya; P ; but the and continuous fall
“The return of course depends on varioys circumstancey d:‘::’t' of N? or oil seed on them.
especially when the ear is filling, or the il seed pod forming o " ‘1o fall of rajg, i this fails
at times it is noz‘;:rg:x'cngﬁng. and the cattle are "‘"nd“::' itis very small

is s0 precarious that it is not ente : is ki ;
beliere that 1o ge the paope ot A1 PRODICY Pura " Collepan ool iien
low a rate of assessment that they hesitated to would be hecessary o fix so

-8 m.

uhuﬁouinu{,":m

Department, 5
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In the following table the aggregate cultivation and assessment and the average ra

15. In .

the latter per acre are given :—
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16. The avera
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l:"- The follow;
quantity of seed e
tenant, the landlord
ment at the commy

ng Statements sim;
quired per .C".
» and Governme
tation price : .

lar to those given for ¢
the total yield, the rate
ut, the net return, and 1k
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18. It will be observed the in each Téluq there is a difference in the rates at which the
Government assessment and landlord's shares are paid, in fact this difference exists in each
Parish and Deshom (a sub-division of a Parish) and depends on circumstaneces, chiefly the
productive nature of the soil of the respective localities. The settlement of these points took
place years ago, and no one now can tell exactly on what data it was arrived at.

19. Inthe column exhibiting the Ryots' net profits, there are no entires for some of the
Télugs in the Modan statement. This results from the very low estimates made of the return
of produce on inspection of the lands, and is of course fallacious, for no one would cultivate
land which would yield no return., The statement is drawn up from the imperfect accounts
available to exhibit the system prevailing.

20. The examination of the Modan and Ellu is similar to that followed in the case of the
hill cultivation, namely, inspection of the crops, and on that, the determination of the number
of fold yielded, which is then assessed. Of course the objections which hold good in the case
of hill cultivation, are equally applicable to Modan and Ellu cultivation, with the expection that
the latter crops are more easily inspected and the supervision of the officials who examine them

is artended with less difficulty.
21. One great advantage ofthe proposed uniform rate of assessmenton the acre for each

kind of cultivation will be the saving in time and trouble in the preparation of useless and -

ceally fallacious accounts. An acreage account will beall that will in future be required, that
< an account of the number of acres cultivated by each man. Another advantage will be that
we shall be able to dispense with the extra establishment entertained annully for the examination
»f these crops, and for which an annual sanction amounting on an average to Rupees 503-13-8

s gnnted.
22, At present the crops are divided into 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes, which at the commuta-

jon rates, show different rates of assessment per acre.

23. The marginal State.

Pr;:n.(c:.m‘ Proboe! | Toowase. | Docreass | ment exhibits the existing
et ‘ and proposed rates, with their
a5 A P RS A P[RS CAS Rims AR,
- oy o 12 51) (0 0 0/ 0 4 5| increaseand decrease.
1 our=es i g g, V0 0 AR R :
~wrpenrgpgett ) ol BREL 7! i BT 24. The following State-
et i 2 ' o o 0| o 5 1| mentrefersto the three kinds
< prapan A - %“ 5 °‘{g § 910 & 5| of cultivation, and shows the
s~ R total average cultivation of
uwgumm--'""‘ -+ 7“ | s h in m‘%‘ vince for the
~erd 8 10 flo v ele 0selie Sr ey ek i i
:3:: o 510!} Mo 3 210 0 0] jor four years, the assess-
;;;_;-,::h at the average proposed rates of assessment, and the increase and decrease.
o : Average.extcnt_Of | Revenue as Commpariete Hietwe
acres cultivated in a per the pro- zoll:l:nmmmz #5 af"
year. lpooed rates of
Revenue [tSS¢ssment 9"*
Acres. : the extent in| Increase. Decrease.
' realized. oalimid
T iy M L. 4 5
| Rs. AP BS. A.P| RS A B ms. AP
e ...|28,776 15,109 0 911,888 0 0 0 0 O 3221 0 9
Ponom ... = % "ler087 83,892 13 5/35315 4 O 1922 6 7 0 0 O
;‘,‘.’.‘f‘“‘ o 032985 16,797 11 418554 10/ 1,756 5 8 0 0 0
Total...| ... |65299 9 665757 5 0 3,678 12 3 3221 0 9
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457 11 e e iy
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25. The gross increase in the whole Province resulting from : 3. The extent of Ponom cultivation during the four years Fasli 1266 to Fasli 1269, ranged
. s the ad fth posed . . ) Fang
rates is Rupees }54:“-6. To this must be added fho cost of ‘;-!:::r: OE:;bl:i':,hmem ! from acres 20,000 to 26,000, of which about one-half occurred in the Kavai Téluq adjoining
Rupees 503-13-8, yicldinga total of Rupees 961.9.2, and if to this be added the saving in time and '- South Canara.

trouble to the public establishments, and the cessation of a demoralizing system, the argument .

in favor of the uniform rates is much strengthened. It i, however, believed that the introdue-

| : 4. The average Government demand on the whole was Rupee 0-10-2 per acte at the
tion of the system would soon be followed by a considersble increase of revenue. ! commutation rate of the Government share of the produce. It ranged from Rupee 0-8-5 to
L ’ E Rupee 0-12-2 in the g;ﬁ'er:llt Tﬁléqu. but when comparing these rates with that of Rupee 1-0-0
irst, because it is probable that all the lands cultivated r acre recently introduced into Canara, it must be borne in mind that in Malabar the “Jenma-
1 : Pe { e “Jenma
sccond, because the people knowing that & fixed and lno::::: . bro:‘g:::‘t::‘c “:::'i d"t‘: r bogum" is claimed by the Proprietor of the Forest from the cultivator in addition to the Govern-
dﬁl'l.““dﬂ‘ from them would soon endeavor to improve the less profitable lands n“,’“,m, — { ment revenue demand, and thus the tax on the Ponom cultivators’ profits, underthe existing
which, under the present system, would be taxed in propotion to the amount of improve- { system in Malabar, is really higher than that on Sirkar Kumer{ in Canara, and probably to the
ment effected. ’ i full as high as it is on the Wurgdar Kumeri.
Modan and Ellg. i 2. The subject of these uplands has engaged my atten. ; 5. Mr. (l}fam l;rings ;;rominetmliy u:o notice the r::lm{‘ evils i;xhcr;nt in the system of sharing
” T on & good dea! since my first arrival in the Province. The ' the crop, invelving the empioyment o mporary establishment for the nominal examination of
most dmble thing would of course be to get the le 3 ke rmanently, but this E the caltivation which, however, is useless for the intended purpose, though powerful as a means
they will not do exc people ¢ them up pe % . :
’ except ata very low rate of : ' of extortion, and destitute of any means of check, as with the removal of the crop vanish also the
only once in three years, N assessment, for the lands can as & rule be cultivated _ _
only stand a ﬁx«h’nlmd O suppose the assessment iy fixed a1 12 Annas for Modan, it will 4 daca on which to calculate the Government share.
assessment of 4 An v s
conversed on the subjeet, landlords and fas per acre.  Must of the people with whom | bave ‘ i j X . :
ryots, as well ay » d ! 6. He proposes to substitute for this sharing system, an uniform tax on the area of culti-
ranging from 4 to 6 Annas inclusi - public servants, have all fixed on rates , ’ :
be equivalent to ve. At this latter rate G el 1d peofit, as it would : vation at Annas 8 per acre, with double or treble rates on all land fraudulently not brought to
. a rate of Rupee 1.2 on the present fl \ ment would peotl, i account, which rate in addition to the Jenmabogum will place the Ponom cultivation of Malabar
whether if made to them, 1he Ryots would tak ad B¢ cultivation, It may be doubted ‘ d the Kumerf of Canara on about the same footing.
tenure at the rate of 6 Annas per acre, T}, ;,. Vantage of the offer of the land on permanent ; oy
the uplands, and are afraid of the season [‘il?’ vebeen unaceustomed 1o the system A regards : 2
attended with difficulties, For the e ing MMI&&M question of tenant right is = At the average recorded cultivation and revenue, the adoption of this rate would
latier R ia 0 » yot has not .,?l’ 10 P4y the tax bat the rent, and this ! . appare.nll.y resul.t in a loss of some Rupees 3,000 per annum,
beldog: - Tit u'_mm"m“ mﬂto.h s u cultivati A ¢ # pps ot ; but this is not likely to be really the resuit, as the modera-
pemanent tenure, The system m '“}d be overcome, and the land would be taken up o8 ' :;.";;‘6'-- FeAp Ly 15,199 tjon of the rate and the facilities afforded by the system for
ight be tried, and L; on the sverage of four years. ascertaining with more correctness the area of cultivation than

.

attempt, for so long as people cultivate land for I shall be glad if Government sanction the

three little will be attempted in the o S 008 season, and then throw it up for two OF

was possible under the old system in respect to the amount of the crop, will doubtless have the
Provement,

efect of bringing to account a larger proportion of the dues of Government. There will also be
gained the indirect but important advantage derived from the abolition of the extra establish-
ment annually entertained for the examination of the crops, and all the demotalizing effects that

b -4
e et - AP

: 4 in its train.
inzrease of the revenue, OPHion must issue in the Prosperity of the people and a9 ’_r fellovwad 2 SR
- e i 8. The Board strongly recommend the adoption of the Collector’s proposal.
~Je e m.i 0‘ “" l '- - 4
season as the ine Pt of 4 will enable me to bring the ' jon this A
pection. of the uplands is shortly to begi system into operation k

i 9. The upland cultivation referred to by Mr. Grant is carried on under most disadvan-
- ; tageous circumstances on the laterite ridges running down from the ghits to the sea, in the valleys
‘ » ? between which lie the beds of the streams and the rich low alluvial deposits forming the great

L. Ordered that the sbove letter be submitted to G i , rice fields of the western coast. The uplands have in the course of time been almost entirely
to

: ; i fuse would not yieid the scantiest return to the culti-
overnmen t 4 denuded of vegetable soil, and the stony re y :
A::ﬂcl::'-'. Hn: -l‘:;'g.-‘ i dated 244h Augum |" Witk refervate 3 ‘:.n“ 5 vator were it not for the heavy and continuous fall of rain in the south west monsoon. The area
Dm and 10th April 186) Nm'::: 1481, Rev " of cultivation is at best but limited, and the poverty of the soil requiresa two years' rest between
» N0, 4
2. Mr. Grant notices three .‘bj 3 each crop.
First, The P vation { the total Mod d Ellu culiivation was about acres 80,000,
onom culti 0. On a four years' average, the total Modan an u euly
""‘n'. with the KMQ{Q.. 3 l : assessed on the commutation of the Government share at
Seeond. The question of the timber 9 i 8 nAm:_”',,_ Rupees 50,000, or an average of Rupee 0-11-4 per acre for
Third *Upply to the market b | nek e AT ﬁ‘,’,‘e.zs 33,302 11 4 ke Modan, or Paddy cultivation, and Rupee 0-8-2 for the
- The upland cultivation desi Rie @ eans BAISE ARINT S0 .

Ellu or oil seed crop.

nd corresponding with the inferior Huck), o , Ellu, sccording as Paddy or oll seed
“itivation of Canara,

& » iy
- ﬁ o
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11. The cultivation isso precarious that it is not even entered i the Pattas, and the " order of Government, dated 24th August 1860, No. 1,431, They also notice two other subjects
sharing system between Government, the Jenmi or Landlord, snd the Cultivator prevails, as in ' brought forward by the Collector, viz., the ¢ upland” cultivation of the District, and the
the case of the Ponom, with all its concomitant disadvantages and evils. b prejudicial felling of teak saplings.

12. Mr. Grant proposes to do away with this sy i ‘
: ) ystem in regard to the Government demand, ; ‘ " teall A is identi i o 4 B
D R A A S b P s e a2 . ! 2, The * Ponom cultivation of Malabar is identical with the Kumery" of Canara

which will result in an inc ' orests of Malabar are, however, for the most part, private property; the State is only
and yet will from the ﬁ:x:;e?i:rf:::rw;:}t:: r: lh:md S o ‘ e fi"""e on the Ponom, ' E:l;tlid to its assessment, O commuted value of its share of the produce, and cannot prevent
vators to improve those lands lying in the m g hom g :.ufﬁcmnl SERERREL the sait ] the cultivation as hae been done in the greater portion of Canara. The extent of Ponom
and perhaps in time to occupy permaneat) or: ",nm-':dmc neighbourhood of their residences, [ cultivation during the four years 1856-57 to 1859-60* has
quality. Time, expense, and worrying i : s:c Portions s may be S NSEtively eupestor ® Faslis 1266 to 1260, averaged 23,776 acres, paying an assessment of Rupees
in addition to the more direct ldvimf - e;c““ m'll be _'“ed b" the adoption of the scheme, 15,109, or about 10 annas per acre. Fully one half of this
bl BN Tocthe ;pesgle ‘nds‘:. a.n Mr. Grant is sanguine that the results will be . utol cultivation occurs in the Téilug of Kavai, which adjoins the Bekul Télug of South

peop ¢ State. ; :J‘n:n‘l. while 7,861 acres are £0 cultivated in Kottiyam, Thus, it is only in two Télugs that

i t : & Lt ltivation is at all extensive.
13. Onthe understanding that the land is clossed ones for all as Modan or Ellu according 4 B o

\ as it is suited for Paddy or oil seeds, the Bosrd ¢
g M . 4 -
: TP S 3 progess, Y SUOPE 3. There is no fixed assessment on Ponom: the crops, when ripe, are inspected by the

L ¢ 3 ers, who, determine the quantity of seed sown and the produce yielded. The
muu 'y‘:: :::?-:-u o Asetosmons at " . T h‘f result of Mr. Grant's proposals l(it:Vif;:“:;:; gi"ﬁiiled into shares between the Landlord, Tenant, and Gov::'nmeut ;yand the value
Acres. s p”w:: e & Pl bf’ - etane g ol_ Ru’pcts 456, on & four " vp i Government at the commutation rate constitutes the Government assessment.

Povom.. .. s+« 33,776 16,109 11,884 years' average of cultivation and commuted - of the share O : .
gty et e . . ‘ * The evils of such a mode of settlement are self-evident. The remedy proposed by the
Ellg o i oo 38,988 16,707 18554 g‘nm n-.mn?em, un.(hc Ponom, Modan and Collector is an uniform _ssessment, with a penalty of double or treble the rate for concealed
. Wkt e ot Ellu culmnuon of the District as shown in o cultivation. The rate proposed by the Collector and the Board is 8 annas per acre, or 2 annas
Difference, Rupees 458 including fractions. the margin. The 1_30"4 have no doubt that 3 and 2 pice less than the District average on Ponom cultivation. As already remarked, however,
and they request early sanction for the adopti b sack ot e - the bulk of the cultivation is in the Kavai Télug, and the average there is 10 annas 6 pice. 1In
adoption of the scheme, ) the Kottiyam Talug, where the cultivation is also very large, the average is 9 annas 7 pice. In
. . : ' . K the average is 12 annas 2 pice; and the lowest average is 8 annas 5 pice. The
lem:sther??s‘::t‘:::: :oq::mo:d: b vl C ollec\o‘r 'h pursgraphi 11 and 12 of the abeve ‘1 gn;l':c':ﬁ's rate, th&rﬁore, is less than that now paid in every Télug. The maximum and minimum

y much. The proprietary right of the people in the Forests having . by the Collector.

been very generally admitted in Malabar, the remedy for . 48 2 A rates are not given
of undersized timber can only be applied by the Inzial‘:t:::muo PP J9i0s dasiign: 5
' 4. The substitution of an uniform assessment will undoubtedly bea greatimprovement; and

16. The prohibition on the export of undersized | z . -_: ' 1y question for consideration isits rate. The cultivator’s net proﬁt,uamed‘bythsc‘)“mf-
was altogether illegal under the circumstances, n:; eou“:f‘n::l::‘ was in force for some years 3 :h;i::".{bl Rupees 1-13-2 to Rupees 2-10-4 ; but little reliance can be placed on such calculations.
subject of complaint. The Board are in hopes that a sense of thei g .hcf g - b In Canara, the Collector estimated the profits at 3 Rupees per acre, while the assistant Conser-
is too late, induce the landholders concerned to take ste fo: t:: eir 0wn interests m.ll, before it E s vator of Forests calcalated it to be 9} Rupees. The
source of profit to themselves, and if they are in favor ofp: diﬂ.g: rr?:rnuon of so0 ‘mf”f':ln; A X + :;'f; m};& ;e: ;l:’ .17);}5 f:leghoms " object now En v.iew is .not.to ?geoqugf,_this desultory
of the more valuable kinds, in view to checking its destructi tll: ial daty on uudcmutd Finer A mode of cultivation, which is ruinous to F!-G Forests, btft
its imposition as the tax will fall on the consumer, and m“'. there seduns to be no objection (o E to introduce a better mode, of settling the Government assessment, and no particular reason is
consumption. ' Y itis to be hoped tend to limit the 5 A alleged for reducing the assessment to any material extent for the sake of having one uniform

& rate throughout the District. The Malabar assessmeats are all known to be light, and the com-

17. The Board beg to recommend the subject to the considerati 58 mutation rates are now low. The present rates ought, therefore, to be followed more closely ;
can be no question of its importance not only in connecti consideration of Government. Theve - &8 "4 the Government propose 12 annas in Kartenéd, 10 annas in Kavai and Kottiyam, e
market, but also with respeet to the rain-fall of the 108 With the futurs sypply o the timber 3 § anmas io the other Tilugs. These rates approximate nearly to the existing oncs, and follow the
from excessive evaporation, country, and the guarding of the sprivgs r 533 ratio of profit in each Thluq to a certain extent. Neither the Board nor the Collector specially

- : notice Ponom cultivation in Government Forests. These are not numerous, but in them Ponom
(A true Extract) 3 caltivation will not be allowed without the previous permission of the Collector, who will bear
. 3 in mind the desire of the Home Government, as communicated in paragraph 4 of Despatch, dated
= . E - - . . - - d
(Signed) W : i b February 1861, No. 11, that this practice should yield to a better kind o.f cul‘nvmou, an
igued) W, HUDLESTON, Seeretary. " ?::t \he Officers of Government should discourage by all legitimate means, even in private Forests,
Le 5 a practice which is opposed to the best interests of the people.
No. 2. Onver Tuewso, Ist November 1861 N : i
1. With th ; . ) The * upland” cultivation is termed  Modan” or ** Ellu,” according as the crop raised
. ith these Proceedings the Board of Reve : T . ® : 4 he fow lying hills intervening between the ghats and
Malabar, and state their own vie nue submit a report from the Collector of is paddy or oil ceed. The uplands are the low lying g ‘

' ‘ " .
s o0 the “ Ponom cultivation of Malabar, as required in iho
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the sea. Thev are of laterite fnl’mnlinn; the soil is l“‘.['.',‘u;‘:.\ poor, and the cultivation is

The assessment is fixed in the SAMEe Way as of
cultivation, and an extra Establishment is yearly

necessarily expensive and precarious, s the Ponom

sanctioned at an expense of Rupees 504
per annum for the examination of the crops.

6. The averageextent of cultivation is about 80,000 acres, and the Revenue 50,600 Rupees.
The average assessment is for * Modan™ or Paddy

s L1} annas, and for “Ellu” or oil seed, 84
ctor for this as for the Ponom, viz., & fixed as-

and 9 annas for Ellu”
recommendation, with the proviso that the lan

annas. Lhe same course is proposed by the Colle
sessment of 12 annas per acre for “ Modan™ The Board support this
1 shall be classed permanently either as * Modan”
or “ Ellw."" The Goverament approve of the proposed rates but without the proviso stipulated
by the Board. On all settled cultivation it is quite right that the assessment should be fixed
permanently, and on the land, instead of on the

crop. Bat this upland caluivation is extra and
occasional ; the land, cannot bea

r continuous eulture and must be wasto two years out of three.

exceptional circumstances is to levy 1
is grown, and 9 annas for oil seed, in eonformit

would lead to two unfavourable results ;

The best way to deal with such 2 annas per acre when paddy
¥ with the practice heretofore. The Board's proviso

First, on that land where oil seed happens to be grown
at present, the higher assessment for Paddy would if hereafter raised be lost ; Second, on that

land where Paddy happens now to be s WD, a0 uil see

1 crop could only be raised hereafter under
a heavy penalty,

7. The upland cultivation is said to be so very precarious that it is not even entered in
the people’s puttahs ; but the Collector 1Uggests that the permanent oceupation of the land should
be eucouraged by charging one-third of the proposed assessment yearly, on condition of its being
paid in every year whether the land be cultivated or not. The Board do not notice this subjcct,
but it is worthy of consideration. Where the proprietor of land
\l.a\c it entered in his puttah and pay ye

compound with him by fixing an Assessment of G annas jur acre.

cultivators seem from Mr, Grant's letter to be pot proprietors, but sublenants paying reni lo a

landlord as well as the tax to Gu\‘crnmuul, aud in poor circumstances. To give | ;‘““l" to such
it will be difficult to realise the compounded assessment
yand the tenant refuses or fails o pay i1, for the land dannot be
rights of the proprietor,

of this description is willing to
arly for it, the Collector should be authorized to

But caution is necessary : the

people may lead to cmbarrassluent, and
when the land is not cultivated
sold, without trenching on the

8. As regards the felling of Teak splings,
for the preservation of private fore
private property : and if the owne

instead of leaving the

it needs scarcely be remarked that
*18 requires much considerat;
s prefer present 1o future
m to reach maturity, the
resultivg from their shortsightedness,

legislation

on.  The forests of Malabar are
profit,
fault is their own,
It must also be b
down his own tre
prompt him to do sn, the necessary result

snd cut down young trees

and the Y must bear the loss

orhein mind that, if the Law interfercs

to prevent a person from cutting es whenever |

I8 interests in his own judgment
of planting. People generally

c““tf\)l H “hl‘l ‘f“‘, under sue i

15 the discouragement
s which place it be
a law, would plant trees from which they ¢o
their lives,

will not invest capital in way yond their owp
uld not hope 1o derive
proposed by the B
home demand unaflected,

e Gu"c
propose. For the present therefore the
pow do is to conserve their own fure

like other privam‘ property 1o the

A differential export duty, as
consumption and would leave the

it is doubtful whether the Supre

Sy pecuniary benefit during
oard, would a.uly affect the foreign

The latter is perhaps small ; but
0
subject must lie over,
S8 wicietly, leaviag
owners' "l'i

Mmment would conge ttosuch & messure as the Bostd

All that the (Government can
the pPressevation of private forests
ireciation of their personal interests

\-._\'hui J. l}. h!\‘.

Secrelary 1o Goverament,
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