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No. 291. Read the following letter from B. CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of Madras, to
T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Uttukéttah, 11th October 1861, No, 44 :—

SIR,
1. Lieutenant-Colonel Tapp, Commanding Palaveram, addressed me on the 26th ultimo,
requesting that I would take measures for the removal of the Prickly Pear growing extensively at

the foot of the two hills to the eastward of the Cantonment, and in the gorge between the hills,
the main passage of the sea breeze to the greater number of the houses in Cantonment, as the

‘Banitary Officer had reported to him that the existence of this shrub was prejudicial to the health

of the station.

2. T requested him in reply to furnish me with the written opinion of the Officer in
question for transmission to Government, remarking at the same time, that the station was
notoriously healthy, and that as the plant could be removed only at considerable expense, the
Government would require to be satisfied as to the necessity of incurring it.

3. The enclosed original letter from Dr. Mackay, the Senior Medical Officer and Sani-
tary Officer of Palaveram, is the result of my communication, and on the former I would*now
request the orders of Government.

4. There is no doubt that the Prickly Pear largely abounds in the small plain between the
Cantonment and the hills, in the valley between the hills, and around the village (Tristilam) at
the eastern opening of the valley, and that the plant is encroaching daily.

5. Dr. Mackay is decidedly of opinion that the shrub should be eradicated, as the
sanitary state of the Cantonment is affected by its presence.

6. The recent order of the Government directing the Revenue authorities to expend up to a
gertain amount, in the removal of this plant, a sum equal to that contributed by the villagers, has
been and will be inoperative. The Natives are indifferent to the nuisance, and will not spend a
Rupee in‘abating it. Besides which, the plant is generally of long standing, and the villagers
object to take upon themselves the neglect of those who preceded them.

——

No. 292. Orper THEREON, 25th October 1861, No. 2,036.

The Collector is requested to state the probable expense of clearing away the Prickly Pear
in the localities mentioned by Dr. Mackay. He will also report whether the villagers will not
contribute their labor, the Government paying in money half the cost of removing the nuisance,

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government,
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