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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
29¢h October 1861.

N SRS R s KPR ks L - e

No. 340. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd August
: 1861, No. 4,614:—

Read letters from the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated 31st January, No, 55, and 6th February,
No. 68 of 1861, and their respective enclosures. : :
(In Cons. 6th and 11th February 1861, Nos. 753 and 858.)

(1.) The Board will proceed to notice Mr. Wright's report seriatim as well as the Collec-

tor’s remarks upon it.

(2.) Paragraphs 1 to 5.—TIn the first five paragraphs, Mr. Wright describes the position
" and extent of the pans of the District, and laments the opening for fraud which is given by the

Choukeydars being permitted to apportion the quantity of Salt to be manufactured by each
individual, but he should have been aware that if the rules laid down in the Manual of Instruc-
tions be followed, the remedy will be applied and this abuse prevented.

(3) Paragraphs 5 to 9—.}e then goes on to describe the manufacture, and explains that
~ the brine is at present concentrated in shallow wells near the pans, and that the scrapings take
¥ place every sixth or eighth day. The Board are of opinion that a concentrating bed, even in
~addition to these shallow wells, would go far towards improving the quality of the Salt, as this

is always promoted in proportion as the water is condensed. Another point often lost sight of

is that the longer, up to 2 certain point, the brine is allowed to remain before scraping, the more

- perfect will be the crystalization, and the better the Szlt ; before fixing upon the sixth or eighth

% day, therefore, it should be carefully, ascertained that this exposure is sufficient.

¥ (4.) Paragraphs 10 0 12.—In paragraph 10, Mr. Wright proposes to adopt one uniform size

~ of heap, as a means of preventing some of the frauds which now take place ; but the Board fear that

" he overrates the result of such a measure. The Collector objects to Mr. Wright’s proposal that

' the Salt be not exposed as at present on the ridges, on the ground that the moisture contained in

the new Salt brought from the ridges into store would spread throughout the whole quantity.

~ "There appears to be no reason, however, why the Salt should not be ex posed in enclosures under

guard while the drying process is going on, but the Board are clearly of opinion that nothing will

~ secure Government against fraud so long as there is combination among the servants. The

~ Collector, in his remarks on this point, would appear to consider them immaculate ; Mr. Wright
on the other hand perhaps hardly gives them credit for the hones‘ty they do possess.

o (5.) Paragraphs 13 to 15.—1In alluding to the out-turn, Mr, Wright, on a comparison of that

~ of certain pans of a given size with that of other pans of a different size, deduces that at some

i pans very large frauds must take plac.e.' The Collector urges that no tangible evidence of fraud

& is produced, but the Board are of opinion that such evidence would be very difficult to obtain,

and they think that every endeavour should be made to ascertain whether the difference remarxed

o on by Mr. Wright is caused by fraud, want of" attention, or variation of soil to which the

~ Collector ascribes it.
) Farapropht 190 19.—In paragraph 16, Mr. Wright objects to the present plan of

" Jeaving the Salt so long on the ridges before taking it into store. The Collector explains the

]oss that would occur were Salt brought into store in a damp state. The Board think, however,

~ that there is frequently an unnecessary dela_y in bringing it into store, which no doubt opens the

~ way to fraud. It is done every other day in some places, and there seems to be no reason why

~ this should not be the general practice.

(72) Paragraphs 19 to ].—Mr. Wright then goes on to propose that the Salt be stored in

- godowns which appear to be unnecessarily expensive in const&ction. The Board agree with the

Collector that, in the general state of the exchequer, such'a large outlay as would be required,

for this purpose is out of the question, and they doubt whether any plan can be adopted more
~conomical and efficacious than the present system.

(8.) Paragraphs 22 to 95.—As to the sales again, Mr. Wright and the Collector are at issue,

the former stating that certain irregularities in payment and measurement are common, while the
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Collector denies their existence. Mr. Wright would prohibit the manufacturers from being the
measurers at the sales, as it leads to fraud, proved to Mr. Wright's satisfaction by one of the
manufacturers naively telling him that without manufacture and without sales he could not live.
Mr. Silver explains this by supposing that the man alluded to the receipt of the Kudivaram,
but the Board fear that Mr. Wright’s is the more correct explanation,

(9.) Puaragraphs 27 to 30.—Eight measurers are proposed for eacli of the northern pans,
and six for each of ihose in the south, who will do all the covering of the heaps, and the repairing
of the fences. The Board observe that under Mr. Pelly’s scheme, the manufacturers will have
nothing to do with the sales in future, and two measurers only are proposed for each division,
Much of the manual labor of measuring will be done by the purchasers, but this subject is now
under the consideration of Government,

(10.) Paragraphs 31 to 41.—The remarks and preposals regarding a change of the site of
some pans, the advisability or otherwise of refaining those lately re-opened at Vypaur, and of
re-opening those at Trichendur, have already been disposed of by the Board, as also the question
of the allotment of the beds at the new pans,

(11.) Paragraphs 4‘3 to 45.—In alluding to the transfer of the Salt beds by sale, mortgage,
and inheritance, Mr. Wright ascribes their low rate of price to their undefined size. The
Collector, in his remarks on these paragraphs, states that frequent orders have been sent for all
the beds to be madc: o.f one uniform size, 400 square feet ; but thatat the special request of the
manufacturE’f‘S at Koilpatnam, the beds at that place were made 600 square feet. The Board
attach great importance to a uniformity of size, and trust that the Collector will use his best
endeavours to have all the beds throughout the District brought to the same dimensions.

(12-). Pﬂra.q_mp/w 46 t0 49.—Mr. Wright’s remarks regarding the present system of measur-
ing Salt is deserving of attention, but the subject has lately been disposed of by Government by
an Order, dated 11th March 1861, No. 956, directing the substitution of weighing for measur-
ing throughout the Presidency. The scales will be of the
most simple construction, capable of being repaired on the
= spot, and of weighing large quantities of Salt with rapidity.
(13, Para,q.rapb 50.—The Collector, in commenting on Mr. Wright's statement that the
present system of Rowannahs facilitates fraud, appears to
in a wrong spirit, and does not seem to give his Deputy credit for the pains he has taken to

master the S‘beeCl' I.t is quite possible that Mr, Wright may see opportunities for fraud in
the system without being able to detect instances of its practice.

In Cons., 12th March 1861, No. 1,556.

the Board to receive these remarks

(14.? Pan.zgmpbs 51 Z0 60.—In these paragraphs the advantage of a speedy distribution of
the Kudivaram is dwelt upon, and it is suggested that when the remittances are made, a sum
sufficient to pay for the Salt measured into store up to that date, be retained. This appears to
the Board to be an excellent arrangement, and they think that the distribution of Kudivaram
should 'be made by the Superintendent, as well as by the Deputy Collector. The Collector, in
remarking that the retention of any portion of the remittance would be opposed to the rules laid

down in tll'e Manual, appears to forget that when the Manual was issued, no Deputy Collectors
were appointed for the special charge of the Department,

(15.) Par'agraplz 61.—The Board are glad to observe that the Collector is alive to the
absolute necessity of keeping the roads in a Ppassable state ; nothing can affect the sales so bane-
fully as‘xmperfect approaches. They trust also that Mr. Wright's suggestions regarding the
funds will be adopted, though the system of guarding the pans must be left to the Police.

.('16.) Paragraphs 62 and 63.—The new Salt Establishments are not framed with the idea
of giving any assistance to the District Post, which, under an approaching arrangement, will be a
distinet Department.

(17.) Paragraphs 64 to 69.—Praise is due to Mr. Wright for his experiments and inquiries
regarding the different soils, and the effect they have upon the quality of the Salt produced,
though the Collector passes over these observations without remark, The practice of receiving
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inferior Salt, alluded to by Mr. Wright as obtaining at Koilpatnam, is most improper and must
at once be prohibited, the servants being held responsible for the receipt of any bad Salt into
store which should be invariably destroyed.

(18.) Paragraphs 70 to 73.—Mr. Wright here goes on to propose that Tutacorin be made
a Depbt for export only, and that arrangements for the regular supply of Salt to South Canara
and Malabar be entered into, but as Tutacorin has been fixed on as one of the termini of the
Great Southern of India Railway, it hardly seems practicable to give effect to this suggestion,
for, as soon as the rail is opened, Tutacorin will be called on to supply not only Palamcottah
and all the immediate vicinity, but a large portion of North Tinnevelly, and many parts of the
District of Madura. This demand may probably be met by connecting the pans of Arasadi,
Paliacovil and Koilpatnam with Tutacorin by canals, and elosing the sale Depéts at those places.
The Board also trust that South Canara and Malabar ﬁl‘l hereafter obtain their Salt supply
from North Canara, as Salt can always be more easily transported thence than from Tinuevelly.

(19.) Paragraph 74.—:'13 regards spontaneous Salt, the board think it advisable to await
the result of the experiment sanctioned in thgir\PrOceedij_;gs . 1,113, dated 28th February
1861, before passing any further orders. : i -

(20.) Puragraphs 77 to 80.—The non-is i orms of Salt accounts is
here brought to notice. The Collector e: the late Head Assistant
Collector, and the Salt Peshkar, decided thae! ¥ be introduced till the Esta-
blishment was revised. These Otlicers had ﬁog?spgnd the Board's orders,
and the Collector ought not ta have perm ard are glad, however,
to find from the Collector’s letter, No. ‘Eﬁh?,‘-’e will-Be no. further
delay in ihe adoption of these forms. ;

(21.)  Paragraphs 81 and 82.—In
instead of Divisions, and proposes that
has been already disposed of by Mr.
the consideration of Government. ‘

(22.) Paragraphs 83 and 8%~
preparing all the accounts connected wi
Government on the recommendation of

¥right argues in favor of Depots
created Depbts ; but this subject

ollector, and is now under

of the Deputy Collecto r
t has already been ruled by
is of the Deputy Collector.

Establishment, Mr. Wright

tent officers of other Departments
with the efficiency which is

(23.) Paragraphs 85 and 86.—In
states that it has hitherto been the custom
into the Salt Department. Such'a course
now required. The Government look fblt‘i“.
and by the appointment of Deputy Collectors 3
they attach to it. Under these circumstances, t consider that it will be necessary when
the new Estabilshments are introduced to give the Deputy Collectors more power over their
subordinates in the Salt Department than they exercise at present. Subject to an appeal to
the Collector they might have power to fine, transfer or dismiss all the inferior servants below
the rank of Peshkar, the present returns of such punishments being forwarded to the Collectors
as usual who will review the same, while the higher grade of servants will not be punished in
any way except by order of the Collector on the report of the Deputy Collector.

(2+) The Board are of opinion that the zeal and jnterest Mr. Wright has shown in the
Department to which he was atcached in the Tinnevelly District does him much credit.

arge show the importance which

25. Resolved that a copy of the foregoing Proceedings
be submitted to Government for their information and orders,

with reference to their Order, dated 3rd August 1860, No. 1,291.
(A true Extract.)
(Signed) R. A. DALYELL, Sub-Secretary.

In Cons,,!4th Angust 1860, No. 3,803.
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No. 351. ORDER THEREON, 29th October 1861, No. 2,066.

1. With these Proceedings the Board submit the report of the |
Tinnevelly, Mr. Wright, on the Salt Departme
their own remarks on it.

2. The Salt administration of the District appears, in many respects, to be in a very
unsatisfactory state. It is not for Government, however, to discuss the det
The control of these is the province of the Board, and it is sufficient if
matters only are noticed by Government.

3. The Government desire that the apportionment of the manufacture among the Ryots
be no longer left entirely to the Choukeydars, 1t will at least be controlled and confirmed by
the Deputy Collector if he cannot personally regulate it.

nt of that District, with the Collector’s notes and

ails of management.
the more important

4. 'The retention of the Salt on the ridges for unnecessarily long period affords great
opportunities for smuggling and should be prevented.

5. The platforms will be improved as soon
involve too great an expense,
purposes.

6. The Government desire that the abuses in the mode of storing be corrected at once.
The manner of conducting the sales also requires regulation.

as possible. Stone platforms and warehouses
and the ordinary mode of heaping Salt answers all practical

The introduction of weighing
will be a great improvement, but the weighers must be paid servants of Government, and have
no interest in the Salt.

7. The Board are right in recommending that Tuticorin should not be constituted an
Export Depot only. The carts employed in bringing Cotton and other produce to that seaport
must be provided with Salt for their return trips.

a4

8. As regards the disposal of new Salt heds, prescriptive rights will be respected ; but
where such do not exist, the Government direct that the beds be sold by auction.

9. The Government attach much importance to the prompt payment of Coodewarum.
There seems no objection to these being made out of the collections on abstracts sanctioned by
the Collector, as proposed in paragraph 58 of Mr. Wright’s report. The Board will give the
subject further consideration and lay down rules applicable to all the Districts.

10. The Salt Pecns are not to be required to do more in the Pestal Department than
convey the packet of the station to the nearest Post Office, and if this be distant separate
runners will be employed hereafter.

11. The Deputy Collectors in charge of the Salt Department should, the Government
think, like Assistant Collectors in independent charge, have power to fine, suspend, dismiss and
appoint his subordinates, superintendents excepted, subject to the Collector’s decision on appeal.
The Collector of course will have a veto on all appointments, The Deputy Collectors should
also have the power of recommending to the grade of Superintendent. If any Deputy Collector
abuses his powers his conduct will be reported to the Board, who will deal with the case on its
merits. The Board may also specially limit for a time the powers of a Deputy Collector on
first appointment, if he has had no previous experie

12.  As regards the preparation of accounts,
1861, No. 1,756, contemplate giving the De

13, The practice of emplo
themselves in other Departmer

nce or official training,

the Orders of Government 3rd September
puty Collector full means of check and control,
ying in the Salt Department servants who have misconducted
it, if it obtains at all, will be peremptorily forbidden. The

vesting the Deputy Collector with the power of appointing his subordinates will serve as the
most effectual remedy for this,

14, Mr. Wright deserves credit for his exertions and zeal.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Sc'crc'tary to Government.,

ate Deputy Collector of

Ix Coys. 6rn FEBRUARY 1861, No. 753.

rom J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of TINNEVELLY,
o : dated Trichendoor, 31st January 1861, No. 55.

i ndum of the 25th instant, I have the honor to inform

btz refeten:e tét{xzu:rxggi;;?;ehntma?:; pra_ét_iqé connected with the Salt Department, called

o Ry t(;rr\x aragraph 3 of their Order, dated 3rd August 1860, No. ‘1,2?], was aply

= Py Guv?ml\lzenWri pht on the Srd instant. As there are many inaccuracies in it, I delayed

l'ec"-'wed. ft‘ﬂf“ lilli. 1 'co;gﬂd send my remarks along with it, but as the Board now cg_ll for Mr.

fonfu‘rd,mg ‘t,rt in their Memorandum of the 25th, I send the original at once. o =
Wl‘lg:l ; sl:;;)iemarks on the inaccuracies and incorrect statements in this report, will be forwarde

to the Board at an early date.

-Exc. -

ice in storing and sales of salt in the
Rerort on the arrangements and m’;‘(;:::: :;\lgﬁsi:;l;:facture, toring a (s
e Kt THE MANUFACTURE OF SALT,—1. The area of land capable of
4 {Anm 9:%11:: ﬁnigﬁzfict, at the places only where it is now manufactured, is aboqt -
P s‘nf ; hich 43 are unoccupied, 113 covered by pans and 62 by wells, ridges, &c. . This
418 Ll ¥ wb1 3 ascertained by actual measurement, perhaps not very accurate, but sufficiently
o lms_ gen bl Q roximation. The area does not include the land of closed pans, nor
e tolert:io:s przight be opened, it is only the extent of land within and without the
B where‘ I";waitlr established stations, that which is yielding and which might yiel_d salt.
i ; : 9. The names of the nine stations where salt is manufactured
it ' are shown in the margin, and their position
1. Vypaur. g.' '11;';1?:;?111' - g: gﬁ%;? :riac;n " isindicated in the accompanying map prepared
3‘ ﬁm\a,n?olum. 6. COi'P“W;*~. 9. Coottenkaly- by the District Engin‘eer. s
: 3. At the commencement of the season, after it has been; arranged w'hat
P.U'rcttffl‘sg; ':'lr:;;:be malmf ctured at each of the pans, the Chowkeydars ?h,ttalp a 11l\flooclutl.lza. :
O O e s g ANt e in penalties to manufacture the quantity
?r oxnihemﬁ'fkﬁg‘fﬂ‘; {C“‘ fhgmselves under certain pe lt a
required by .Govmilfner'xt is ini'pérfect, for it will be observed that a given quantity being allotted
; c 8““}{";’ station, the Ryots collectively bind themselves to supply the same and 0
L .w - Pal:]'o'sion is il’lade to each individual. It is left for the Chowkeydars to apporifnon
autho'nz.e d Slllz' i tity at the time of manufacture ; thus opening the way to abuse and corrupt_mn.
e‘ach mdm‘d‘ualﬁ ‘l‘:‘m : J;riain extent drawn up according to the prescribed rules, but the object
’lh.e Moochﬂka % oPa :cub DilhlmvbOOk being kept, showing each individual’s annual engagement.
(éf 1thxs IgSt lf;rt::l:m!;: h:\'e &epfiveﬂ the Chowkey servants of making their own private arrangements
uch a boo aepri

J AR e : ules and
3 ourse was never introduced in spite of vernacular copies of the .ru ‘
with the Ryots, and of course g :;;;:%mh,m; iduz l: ity should be in proportion to his
'f‘ n ur o them in 1806. luach s ka.inacqqz'&lmce with the

:  Maupaeroun.—5. The genersl mods of mabufociure by solar evaporstion.is v
k l:l:r: Iw’rei; similar in all the districts, but remarks on the details of the process, including
nown an r P VAP L e ;

lan of the pans and certain arrangements appear NECCSSLy: ituated in the northern
iy sl 6. At the five stations in the margin, which are situated in the n

N +d of Tinnevelly, each bed is a rectangular space covering

Vypaur..  1.0f of the sea-board ,df&gh@éﬂ),;@b%@__a x:egtangu r S

} Tatacorin, md o0 de;pm;.mi ontiguous to cach other ; so that the word fgenein T"W“:f |
5 Paliool *yelly represents all the beds' of one station, and cach sa W
ttion s not Know as 4 pan o pans,but as & set of beds a such pans, just 1 the same way s
station: 18 ROLEDOWALAS. S T A el g TR

i

Ryot might bave so many fields under a particular tank.



; alternately a ridge from 8 to 5 feet wide on which

the scraped salt is placed and a channel from | foot to halfa vard in width for the passage of

tl_xe water to the beds, The beds are not supplied from back-wa;ers and the sea direct, but from

ijt.s 2 ‘sllallow We”s-about; 5 feet in depth ; the shallowness of thess wells allowing the brine to

?':12 sttu;n%th a{:d sy away with the necessity of having water beds for the brine to concentrate
rst betore being let into the salt beds, The wells are replenished from the back-waters.

8. The proces g
P s of Preparing the pans at the Commencement of the season for the manufac-

ture, such as clearing the w i

ells, reformin b iring ri ] .

» : eds, repairing ride 3 ;

of the beds, OCcupies four or fiye weeks g ) T€p S ndges, smoothing and treading the floor

9. When S y
i he beds are ready, 4 or 5 mches of concentrated brine
? Poration takes place ang the salt is scraped on the 6th or 8ih day.

the salt is dry is not allow o :
aptid s y e 10\\.ed, but the Serapings take place whilst some w
1€ sa s obtained bemg lefe to dry in small heaps on the ridge
PR l,neasur.efl and received ipg, store. In this manner
as the season will permit.  This year (
uantity of the daily scraninope . T : y
qd]'t' yl dal‘ly "Cl'apmgb of ch 1udividaal is estimated, and as an
additional preca y : CE
prec Utlfm the number of these heaps is recorded, but the plan is defective ; a heap may
be much tnder-estimated and sub 3

el : sequently divided to represent two ser
being clandestinely sold, or portions of th
with the salt of the heap

of fraud which these serap

contitll(:;)usjiri:::f;rl.,: ﬂping.s of_ salt of each Ryot to be placed i.n one
b6 Rbesdih Tt i e ges, varying in breadth at the bottom ac.couhug to

'¢ breadth of the ridges at the different statjons : for instance, if the breadth of the ridge was 9
feet, the bot_tom breadth of the salt Leap might be 5 feet, leaving 2 feet vacant on either side.
and the hel_ght 2 feet 5 but there should be gpe uniform breadth and height for these scrapings
at each station, and the salt thus heaped should be estimated by measurement. To facilitate
measurement, every station should be supplied with a frame like a bricklayer’s level of the required
dxmen.sion with which the Servauts might, the more readily and accurately test the correctness of
the dimensions of the heaps ; with (he assistance of this simple contrivance and a set of tables
Sho“'i“g the cubical contents of q runnir.g foot and inches, the esziumtinng of scrapings would consist
in the'simple operation of measuring day by day the number of running feet added to the heap,
entering the number in the book and in the adjoining column showing the equivalent in mercals
after consulting the table, A salt required o be brought to the platform before being received
into store should be uPon this plan ; but [ sonsider it would be scarcely ever necessary as the salt
might be taken from the ridges at once into store beginning with the furthest end and taking as man y
running feet off as are dry. The introduction of this plan will be a very considerable check

against fraud which those numeroyg and various sized swall heaps and large mounds now encourage.
11. At the next station,

and process of manufacture is g

from the wells are let

Total evaporation till
ater is over the crystals,
s before being taken to the

the process is repeated as Jong
[860) it was continued till the middle of October, The
sult on the ridges of ea

apings, the second scraping
. ¢ heaps can be brought up to the platform and mixed
.bemg sold, for the benefit of the servants. There are many other ways
Ings into heaps encourage,

40 would be for 4] the ser
haped heap on the rid

00“[’““"‘, every bed is 600 square feet, but the plan of the pans’

imilar to thoge of the five stations named.

12. At the remaining three stations the beds are irregular shaped, arranged according to no plan

Coolasagarapatam Coottenkaly and vary in size from 100 to 300 square feet at th‘e first and last and.
Viziapathy. from 200 to 400 a¢ Coottenkaly. The process differs at these pans
from the others inasmuch as water beds are used for the brine to
concentrale in.  There are no less thay 98 wells at Coolasagarapatam ; from the wells the water
passes to the small water beds and thence to the salt beds and the scrapings take place from the
6th to the 9th day. But from June to October the scrhpings are oftener, being on the 6th or
7t day, as the water beds are, during those mouths, supplied from the back-water and not from
the wells, as the former from the long absence of freshes is stronger.

OuT-TURN.—13. Tho out-turn of a single bed at Vypaur, Munjuncolnum, Arasady, Tutacorin,
Paliacoil and Coilpatam ranges from 8 to 25 mercals at each seraping with an average of only 10,

L

P

i : i the other four, it shows that there
As the beds at the last station are half Ss lgriera'f,r:x;a?i:];zfe::’fOr o7 SR
e reg”}” SYSt:Im (‘1) [ffx;a:u(i ﬁlr:;lalcplxts:se’mly show. The result at the other three pans cannot
b s d?";l var“ in size. Fortwo or three scrapings in the month of July the
R ll)le lbd uns);md above 40 mercals is occasionally obtained. Burt as thed sal‘b
L ; thle {) ends upon the care and attention they bestow, every 15 or 20 aysi
R YA adm!ctit lbtltiig scraping, the mud which is brought into the bed is scra!)ed u? m{(
that is, .after the se]c?“ ;)srte here and :here, for that purpose. [Irom the first gather.mg of s ;,
thrown into a bed le t o -apine of the mud has taken place, the largest out-turn o.f st is obtal;{ef
immediately after nl*". Sct P :;1 average season may be reckoned at 25, and taking 10 merca}.a as
e ".f ScraP"’é’“d‘“t one scraping at all the pans of the district, we have 250 mercals as
gy 0€ ot i a year, being gths of a mercal or 5 seers per square foot annua_]ly.
the out-turn of a single bed in a year, T?nneveuy el o it o gl
3 .the ik out-tul'? u(x)rf'na:f :l?:ey;zr should be garce 7,232 ; only 6,445 garce were obtained
oceupied by pans Elxed(-)t‘tx' -ence must be allowed for waste beds for all purposes, and 64 garce
this year, but thl’l. ‘::\im of an acre of land occupied only by beds in full \v?x-k.
represents the actual ou re.—14. The platforms are rectangular or square raised embankments
Pr,,m'}'s‘onus AS ':‘HEY(}r <;;1e side of the space occupied by the pans, These platforms look
e s cm:nerr the purpose in the dry season, hut in the monsoon they get very much cut
g e""f’gh " ;me_;(‘s thch are without any slopes whatever and consequently great gaps
g GSI’CC“’.HY § “(?'Sl : ,Laroe holes and ugly pits are made at the foot f)f the platforms _bO‘th fOr.
A ”"’3- e anz for covering heaps; whilst the surface, owing to the description of
s, HipHery, o muddy after a single shower.
e o pa"s; ls' ; zsls y——l5. Apart from the expense I do not think stone platforms
IMPROVEMENTS 5 ; L?I’FIFO Ala.tformé might be cheaply improved : first, the whole of the top
ks d‘Stf‘Ct'. ¢ 1 leh SOf ravel well rolled or beaten with a proper slope from the centre
should be covered with sl’\ﬁ‘:;: erain & To the present perpendicular sides, slopes shoul_d be.at once
to the four sides to carry 01 t 1(;19 r;cured and only useful for a while, these should likewise have
s g tm:f Y dflgifil‘l"; OWhiCE would become a permanent protection. This seems to me all
a sufficient coatmg 0 ) 1
that is required to lmp’rol% t:]i };,1:::;0:5“0“ T AR o L S i
STOMNG"—.}G. ; le;th or 8th day before another scraping takes place, but g?nel:a]ly every
platforms nominaily every facturers prefer letting it accumulate : first, to accomplish in one e
e “(‘;n":led into two ; and secondly, because the longer the salt remains % the
A B l;,l roughly estimated, the greater the facility for fraud: Whe“l it has
i ol tofn '{n eaccl,l individual's salt from any or all of his ,_bfads 1s made mtofotr}xle
) d all over as closely as possible with a board bea:rmg the name of the
e St_a'f‘l’c be measured ; the manufacturer having to risk wastage f,-ﬁm 111:}.
Qotteciabapt sl l‘?& u‘"“lflt ‘3;1“6 nantity delivered into store. Herg in like manner t'h? C ow le{
causes as he is paid onl)" e :bégt'ain ety e i e s one s o :r; l
s mcemng"a more than sufficient to form one of the heaps of the store and has
Lt MmN ?‘;nflamts Then the servants prepare themselves for several da)'s_hafd work
become perfectly red it “sl 'individual’s salt, one by one; the salt thus measured being poured
and commence measuring each here the 10 garce heap for the store is to be formed ; a\'fter the
st m'\ t(:i " Zﬁ(::z) 10 garce, another hea,p is commenced and so on until all the
quantity thus received amo g
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servants almos.t entirely engaged for several days consecutively in this duty. Another evil is, if
any great deficiency occurs in the heaps which are being sold, the wastage which would be recovered
from the servants can be made good from these mounds. In receivi"r‘lg into store the measure is
not struck : this I know to be the custom, though it is never practised when I am present,

. IMPROVEMENTS 1N sTORING.—]8, The present system of storing the salt in heaps covered
with Ieavea.; and mud by the Ryots is too objectionable to be continued much longer ; 1he salt
b}ecomes mixed with dust.and dirt and is liable to great wastage during the monsom; and when
]tu]ri :lail::'t;a:cti:re:}sl are r:heved of this d.uty (which they must be), the process of covering will show a
mf) e qhi;fd"]mgent (}SJ.lpendltur . After t.he tnanufacturers have once delivered the salt
i ;'lt Y kl iats not ing further to do with it. The cost of palmirah leaves to place

salt on the heaps in a palmirah growing district was 400 Rupees for this year.

: 19, T therefo?e propose for the better storing and preservation of the salt, as well for conve-
nience and expedition in sales, that godowns or sheds be erected on the platforms divided into
cm&partments to hold 10 garce cach., The godowns to be in double rows just as a double row of
:‘:‘beez l‘imllllt](i‘r be, the walls to be- built of sand-stone in clay pointed with chunam, and the roof
s fd ! :l:: ;Vb(;rk ?f bpz?lm u'a!l rafters and reepers cf()\'ered with bamboo matting, sloping to
e b: oty pable 0' . eing raised on two bamboos, like pandals in a bazaar, when required

_ pened for sales. The top of the main wall to have a coping and the compartments through-
ouf to have a flooring raised 6 inches above the level of the platform.

L ig obl:er%::; tillldte:}tlimate for the proposed godowns acc.ompanied this report. From this it
4 : hat the cost of one compartment for storing 10 garce of salt would be 105
pees, but tht? buildings when once erected will last for a number of years, and I presume the
a?)solute necessity of effecting a substantial improvement in the method of storing salt, which
.v.lelds. so splendid a revenue to Government, and from which source there are such great anticipa-
tions 1s to apparent in these days of progress to be overlooked, or only partly earried into effect.

21.  If these godowns were introduced at the new Tutacorin pans, where the average annual
manufacture will be 1,500 garce, we should require for the current season’s manufacture and the
two years’ supply on hand three times 150 compartments ; the cost of these 450 would be Rupees
47,250. or les_s than one-eight of the salt revenue of Tinnevelly last year, which there is every
probabl.hty will never be as low as 4 lacs again. But a proportion of the amount required might
be obtained from the sale by auction of new salt beds as I have already proposed.

SaLes.—22, The sales are conducted on the platforms at each of the stations. There are no
separate de;_:éts- The first heap of the year's manufacture, if there are none of previous years
remaining, is uncovered at one end and the sale commences. The manufacturers who covered over
the heaps in the process of storing, now uncover them and measure the salt with the mercal
measure of which there are from 5 to 10 used at once, the purchaser with his companion
holding open the mouth of the sack into which the salt is tossed, the measurers being totally
regardless how much is upset by their carelessness. The parties who come to buy salt pay the
money at the platform Kacheri for which they get no receipt ; then they proceed to that part of the
platform where the sale is going on, and the officer conducting the sale has to find out either from
a peon or by a chit, or from the purchaser himself, the quantity of salt he has paid for. The people
are not supplied in the order in which they pay, consequently there is some confusion, and of course
those who fee the peons and manufacturers get served first. But there is a far greater source of evil
arising from this method of conducting the sales ; purchasers who give presents before the sale to
the manufacturers, who ave the measurers, get wonderful measure, the mercal being well shaken
down ; in fact there can be no doubt that a regular bargain is struck beforehand by the purchasers
manufacturers and Chowkey servants, and it is well worth the purchaser’s while to accede, or the;
would get less even than they were entitled to. One Chowkeydar brought to my notice the fact of
the manufacturers and peons having money in their possession which they ;;ever woald have
blrm;ght to the platform. It must have been reccived from the purchasera. of salt then at the
platform, .

——

23. The improvement of the first importance in lhe manner of conducting sales, is to relieve
the manufacturers forthwith from the duty of measuring the salt sold. It was never, T imugine,
imposed or intended to be imposed upon them, as there have always been servants called measuring
peons aftached to each station besides watching peons. The manufacturers no doubt originally
helped to measure and eventnally undertook the duty and it has been expected from them ever since.
Frequent applications are made to me by the manufacturers to re-commence sales wherever there
are none; in fact only recently, when disbursing the last Coodewarem due for the season, several of
the poorer Ryots of two sets of pans said very innocently, “ At this season of the year without manu-
Jacture and without sales, how are we to live »

24. The reasons why the manufacturers voluntarily undertake to perform a duty for which
Government pays certain servants, which occupies se much time and which they now consider a
privilege beionging to themselves, have been briefly pointed out above and are too obvious to
require further explanation,

25. The duty of measuring the salt should be performed by measurers appointed for that
purpose. ILvery set of pans in this district is a station both for manufacture and sale, and 1 do
not consider it expedient to alter this arrangement owing to their distance from each other. The
position of the stations for manufacture necessitate their being also places for sale. On a reference
to Mr. Pelly’s scheme, I find only two measurers each proposed for a division or depét. In Tinne-
velly there are no separate depdts and each division will comprise two stations except Coolasagarapa-
tam, a single station. It is intended that the vettyans, two in number, shall go to the division (head
station) aud assist in the measuring when there is no manufacture going on at the station, which
if it be a place of sale also, as all are in Tinnevelly, will have one measurer and one extra vettyan.
Tiven the occasional assistance from these servants will be insufficient, and the result will be the
continual employment of extra hands. At present not less than five, generally eight of the manu-
facturers may be seen actually measuring the salt when the sales are active; whilst others are
uncovering the heap or breaking up the salt with a mamoty, or waiting to relieve them when tired.

96. 'The sale of salt by measure instead of weight is in itself so great an impediment to supply-
ing purchasers promptly that no approach to further detention should be admitted by an insufficient
establishment for measuring. .

27. I would recommead not less than eight measurers for each of the six northern pans or
stations, and six for each of the southern pans. Their duties should include the covering of heaps,
repairing of fences, &c. ; when necessary, one or more can be detached to the adjoining station. The
numbers may appear large, being no less than 16 for one of the large divisions ; but it must be
remembered the two stations wbich will form these divisions are seven, six and eight miles apart,
divided by heavy sand intersected by mud or rivers and will be almost independent stations ; besides,
it is absolutely necessary to provide against the sudden employment or interference of the manufac-
turers in the sales. Again, a fresh heap must be uncovered by some, whilst the remains of a heap are
being sold and when the manufacture is vgoip'g on with the sales or for about eight months, there
will be measuring nearly all day of one kind or the other, and for this hard work eight do not appear a
large number. I propose that the requisite number of measurers be obtained partly by redue-
ing the number of peons as a preferable course to allowing the latter to help the measurers
when required, as servants, when once called “ peons” look upon themselves as idle men and

employ substitutes as far as possible. _

28. The extremely irregular and objectionable practice of purchasers paying for salt at the
platform has been forbidden® and put a stop to. The money is paid
* District Gazette Circular, No. 1, 45 directed in the rules at the station Kagheri, in the village where

eagea the Treasury is and receipts are given to the parties.
29. Another improvement relating to the sales which has been
carried into effectt is that of opening the last heap of the year’s
This plan enables the Deputy Collector, whether in Kacheri or at the pans,“to

1 District Gazette, No. 85, page 851.

manufacture first.
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31. At the end
of Octob .
er I thought it necessary to anticipste this report, with reference to

::‘neo::l:setumiof fresh pans and the manner of distributing the bed
1ebter;t Phlsql‘ls desirous of .manufncluring salt and submitted a
that there had been any correspond o the Collector accordingly. At that time I was not aware
and Mr. Silver, and also betwgen spceBon the subject of opening fresh pans between the Board
correspondence. [ have since helsdu tlIe oard anfl Mr. Levinge, not having seen or heard of the
report more complete, 1 must recapit:b:tllpo;,tumty o ,r"_“ding it, and for the sake of 1endering this
thouih with deference to the opmions of M: gil}v)::,)i:“:cllu;;;s I::mc?e in my letter referred to above,
'RANSFERS OF PANS (RO: i _ ¢ . Levinge.
Tatucorin petsto’s P‘:sitli;‘: llie:)\:vfe sxt:hE To ANOTHER AT Turacory,—32. The transfer of the
have been all marked out; wells du n the present pans and the sea has been commenced ; the beds
There can be no question regardi i) :.nd“ the manufacture will be begun at the new site next seaﬂov;
of salt and by biinging the P;sns s:.:gnt i change, a5 Tutacorin must always be the port for ex ‘0;;
of bandy hire will be saved. The d‘:": t*0 th? sea, the salt can be carried to the boats and th(; 't):o«t
PVt S e f.z: ance from the platform to the sea will be about 400 "ard:,
for the convenience of purchasers n;- ;:;mm Vypaur to ald Vypaur was proposed by Mr. ];ev'x; :
simultaneously abandoned by u,‘e‘ % ’(‘:Qt see c?e advantage of re-opening pans at a place lhatlw%:
water,f L presume, from the position of ut;tzms?t:) :3) ﬂ:;mem on account of the shallowness of t}‘u;
manufacturers. are anxious . he wouth of a muddy river. ' X
colum pans and: expect, by&:};:‘ﬁﬁ:?g@, beeause they are jealous of the pl‘oyximity of titell\u.‘l';'?lll:
sales and a larger annual. &me s et close to the sea, to obtain all the expo,-g sales, more rapid
I \e present Vypanr and Munjuncolum pans are Blll;ost cnmilm.

) O I A (L] te ol a m!.‘le a Al o L t to any in th(,‘
> [ml:t The ;&ll‘. i3 X ey ncarl’ ual in qllah y i

34, Mr. Silver wished to abolish one (Muni ;

e ST B, & i miﬁes)}:}:? g::, @iumnnc«ﬂum?, Mr. Levinge to transfer one (Vypaur)
present site would be sufficient, the ty ..a@ St _t}i!nver. As both agree that one pan at the
old Vypaur north of the rive i o Hightie ‘u.mt%d. Mr. Levinge’s reasons for the re-

L s ' r are that cotton bandies after discharcine thei Roe SR
south of the river, might without concern return empty across tl s, ieir loads at Chippecolum,
be and find salt ready on the north side. U t:questior;a-bl y gl;is l\fofll‘dcr in whatever state that midh
purchasers'of salt, though in the same degree a serious inconvenie Ebes prem cotimencs tp ‘t.he
a muddy river between these pans aund the other station at Mu e to Government by interposing
village of Kollattur, the peshcar would live. : ORISR neat which; & the larg:

35. We do not drag the bandies across the river, the bandymen ;
to 1]‘!8' serew house at Chippecolum, and cannot under these circumeta(::) Ve WM-) loaq.s of cotton
hardship to recross with & load of salt.  1f Messrs. Line and Co.'s scr(;w hces consider it so great a
;o the 1norr:h side of tl?e river, it \fvo‘u'l‘d be the. first step in the right direclizufebcoulfl 2 “'Z'illsferrml
ye as long as the dealers are willing to deliver their cotton on th Che R IInoe LERSHiTol
leaving the Vypaur pans where they are and uniting them wit} n\; g 'south side,
be called Munjuncolum after the village close by and not after \"v;)a:,-"'i;:(c:h-:m L5 ;)ne 'Sl:'.lion. 19

3 ch is several miles distant.,

* No. 86 of the 23rd October 1860,

I am in favor of

Re-isTABLISHMENT OF PANS AT Tricuexptr.—56. 1 have recommended that pans be

e-opened at Trichendur. The position of these pans with reference to the others wiil be six and
ioht miles respectively from Coilpatam to the north and Coolasagarapatam to the south ; and thus
Pelly’s classification of divisions, Trichendur might together with the present
lasagarapatam form a division. The soil is of an excellent kind, being of the
same deseription as that of Coilpatam, hitherto esteemed the best pans. Theve would be every
facility for expoit, if required, as the pans would be on the beach and vessels need anchor at it
greater distance than at the other ports of the district. The pans would possess considerable
wdvantage in supplying salt for inland consumption, as the road from Palamcottah to Trichendur
is the only made road to the coast in the district, and at certain seasons it is the only way carts can,
5 without great difficulty, reach the coast. The available arca will onl);

*%)Ztt?:ei?s?gl{gtﬁ"& No.37, allow space for 1,500% beds of 400 squeve feet, the standard for this
The pans would be about a quarter of a mile from the town of

al expense in the arrangements of the Mofussil

wceording to Mr.
isolated station of Coo

distriet.
Trichendur and weuld incuy but little, if any, addition
Police. '

37. The Collector was in favor of re-opening the old pans at Trichendur and closing those
at Coolasagarapstam ; whilst the late Acting Collector, Mr. Levinge, would retain and ext;md the
manufacture at the latter and only re-open beds at or near Trichendur as an auxiliary pan, if the
extension at Coolasagarapatam Wwas insuflicient. ,

38. I beg respectfully to adhere to my recommendation in favor of the re-establishment of
pans at Trichendur, upon the grounds that the practical extension of the pans at Coolasagarapa~
tam of half an acre is insufficient, Mr. Silver having, since an extended manufacture of salt in Ve
district has been considered requisite, withdrawn his objections to the closing of the Conlasagara-
patam pans as the condition of re-opening pans ab Trichendur ; the views of Mr. Levinge and Mir.
Silver will now be in reality carried out, if salt pans are re-established at Trichendur and 1
hope the proposition will be sanctioned.

DispOSAL OF NEW BEDS.— 39. As regards the disposal of beds whether at new pans, or at the
ewtended areasfor manufacture at the existing pans, or whether at pans to be re-established,
here a certain closed area is to be re-occupied, it has been the practice to give the
manufacturers, notwitbstanding the difference between the first two and last two
descriptions of beds. Whilst respecting the rights of cultivators and their heirs to old pa'_lt.q
and to closed beds, about to be re-occupied by an extension of manufaciure which they or their
predecessors have enjoyed, I am unable to admit the right of these persons to new beds at new pans
or to beds where the manufacture is to be extended for the first time, that is, to the area in excess
of that {ound to be occupied by salt pans on the Government assuming the monopoly.

40, The distribution of wh

blished pans or stations to the exc
unfair. The opportunities for obtaining

newly
or at old pans w
preference to the

at T call strictly new beds, amongst the holders of beds at esta-
lusion of all persons desirous of manufacturing salt, seems most
salt beds are rare. During the last few months there
have been many applications for beds both from cultivators and non-holders of beds. ~ The
demands have been for 200 up to 500 beds ; one individual, a non-holder of beds, asks for 500 and
states that he will be satisfied with a Coodewarem of 7 Rupees a garce, Rupees 10-9-7 being the

rate in this district.
41. 1 therefore propose that all n
be occupied on the assumption of the monopoly,

down to the highest bidder unconditionally.
~ TRANSFERS OF Beps BY G1PT.—42 Transfers of beds from one party to another are of {four

descriptions, by gift, by inheritance, by salesand by mortgage. Of the first kind, it is not unusual for
the parent to divide the greater part of his beds amongst bis sous and to retain a small portion for
himself, or to give a portion to the female children as dowries; it the latter case the transfer is in

{ the woman and noft of her hushand.

ew beds, comprised in the' area in excess of that found fo
be put up to anction in small lots and knocked

and remains in thie name ©
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beds are left to pacod sfers by inlieritance are of course only ; :
pagodas, _ rsc only after death. Occasionally

By Sanes.—44, &
LES. . Sales of b
o S eds are

\:tluahle‘)mperty and in fact only take ] of rare occurrence, as their possession is considered such
ot the standard size fetches from ';O ¢ : Race by decree of the Court or in case of great distress n-b l
- om ¢ = f S 83 {41

were sold for Rupees, 1,243, being on(l) 3‘1 * upees. An instance has recently oceurred in which 56 bed
Jattherate of 22R §

“=Rupees 2 bed, but this wasa ¢ i

s a case of necessity, the
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By Morrgac
FAGE.—45.  Tle t
3 : em .
oceurrence. - At the six norther porary. transfer of ibeds by mortgnge is of the most frequent

0B oF 4hs. Lang tha manufacz: Pans, the beds are mortgaged from 10 to 25 Rupees each. A
RO ol i themsehesrers are extremely jealous of their rights and avi)id if o;sibl ;
‘ R.}JI)CES, owing chiefly to the reat. At.lhe three southern pans the beds only fetch i:romptg t le(i
Vi it i, % TPANS required to produce an inferior description of )

ed partly to the heds being irregular and undeﬁne;l, 1'39)11('1(:::&::gs:::c'roaallzll:-t

.
- ments extremely

S probable at the

' tion of the beds takes lae: Commencement of the season, when the reformation and prepara-
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i pah e from the manufacturer and store i
excess for the purposes’ 50 c?;:clld % great deficiency.  Of course where they areo;)eexlx': t:: sl::::ii:ts tl;:
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measure ¥ 1he most dhi] kindusftfbe remembered that the practice of Jjerking and shaking the
less Tisk than i e g an; : l:aud; that it can be carried on most systematically and gwibh
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compressing the salt into a measure of so ]arg.ze a capacity that the

true quantity is op] :
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‘ ring by shakin
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time S0 as .
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Rowanah by a peon without a belt who, if the salt was stopped, would at once enter the particulars,
but persons are seldom or ever stopped and I imagine that as much salt is smuggled and sold
without as with recourse to Rowanahs. Rowanabs are only a very limited check upon frauds
but cannot be doneaway with. The Mofussil Police will be a check against smuggling of salt.
There is only ove rate of Coodiwarem in Tinnevelly, which is 10 Rupees
for a garce, 400 mercals of salt was continued to be received from the manufacturers up to the
present season inclusive, as the equivalent of a garce or 120 Indian maunds, whilst it has been
stored and sold at 424 mercals. Iven the annual dittum was given and accounts of manufacture
and sales were kept at the equivalent of 400 mercals a garce. The coutinuance of the practice
was brought to the Collector’s notice® when on my tour

% Taetter No. 34, dated 9th October 1860. paying the salt Ryots the arrears of Coodiwarem. After
Board’s Circular 18th July 1856, paragraph 5. obtaining his permission to introduce the Board’s order,
d rate for the correct adjustment with the manufacturers for

the extra 24 mercals, the Choukeydars were directed by
* No. 5, District Gazette, No. 11, 3rd Novem- , (Yireular® to receive hereafter 424 mercals from the
manufacturer and to consider that as the equivalent of

(CooprwaREM.—51.

granting 6 per cent. £0 the sanctione

ber, page 297
0 Indian maunds in receiving, storing and selling salt,

59. In the meanwhile the manufacturing season had slipped away and so no Ralb havthos
year been reccived at the authorized equivalent. B-ut next year the correct equivalent will be
introduced and the Coodiwarem rate of Tinnevelly will then be Rupec.s IO This s an Ho0N-
venient rate. 1 would suggest iis being reduced to Rupees _10-9-0,. or mcre:ased to Rupees.l()-lo-()_
Tt would be still more convenient if reduced to Rl'lpees 10-8-0 without bemg any ha'rdslu.p to the
: nired to make up the authorized equivalent of 120

Ryots, as they gain in the extra manufacture req
Indian mauuds. ' . |
53. The payment used to be about once 11 three months or three times during the season,

B and the Board®* have already expressed their disappro-
g8, No. 3,370 of 23rdJuly  pation at the delay. The first payment made for the
current year was by me in July for salt manufactured

this was completed at the end of July and the next payment was Sho o
ed up to 3lst August; but then again the Coodiwarem in arrears for

in October and a portion even of that for October within the same month,
¢ setting in of the rain and I happened to be at

one garce or 12

* Board's Proceedit
1860.

up to the 15th of June, ;
September for salt rece:lv
eptember, was disburse :
: rt’ltxi man’ufaclurc of the year had closed WltlT th
the pans where the manufacture had been continued so late. :
« 54. TIfihe Coodiwarem could be disbursed regul'arly onge a mc.mth, it would be the best arrange-
ment, but unless the Deputy Collector was only a disbursing officer, it could not et
in a district with a long line of coast. The northern pans urt Vypaur are (d x_mles by the roads
from those at Viziapathy to the south over heavy sand. There are nine stations to be .halted at,
s would occupy the whole month. Oceasionally a

i Sunday
ic b three days at eachand the Sunday |
::%:-c,:]}’,u‘::ied :11arch fnight be made; but if the method of manufacture, of storing and conduct-

i i swlon R A the aceounts and beoks also are to receive attent:ion, ‘no tour of. all the pans can
be made in less than one month, even if the officer had no police or .other duties. The n;zturn
march as far as relates 1o the Coodiwarem would b(*: a blank, .unless 1t was .delayed _“ntl_l the
accounts for the past month had been received, examined and a list of the Coodiwarem 1n arrears

submitted to the Collector for sanction. Orders would then require to be issued to the Tahsil-
dars to send the money to the various salt stations. These arangements would occupy a furtmght.
be disbursed month by month regularly in this district, but it might

Coodiwarem cannot therefore :
be managed after one month and two months alternately.

Renirrances.—55. Remittances from t.he' Chaul'iey.
or 31st of the months. The whole of the cash including

stations are made on the 16th and 30th
fractions of 3 Rupee are forwarded under



* Sections 40 and 41, page 35, guard of Sibbundies, The Arrangements are not in accordance

with the rules laid down jn the Manual* of Instructions, consequently
ately been requested to alter the dates for sending these remittances
onth, and Choukeydars will be directed to attend to the rules regard-

the Colleetor’s permission has |

to the 10th and 25th of each m
ing remittances.

¢ speedy distribution of the Coodiwarem that when
. v measured and received into store every 15 days, that is,
€ remittance, should be retained. - This will not of course include
» Some of which will gti]] pe on the ridges drying, but only that actually
ment will enable the Deputy Collector to pay u-p the arrears whenever he
et et A ‘lé.muf'acturers who occasionally would have to wair two months, would some-

Y DeIng paid after a lapse of only 15 days, but the great advantage would be that all
arreurs whether much or little be due, would be settled upon each oeeasion. The plan would,
mesenta, Keepiti (f'honkcy Servauts up to their work and also the Deputy Collector, who to pre-
vent the accumulation of large sums for which he would be answerable, would make disburse-
ments as frequently as possible, but (}e accumulation of funds for Coodiwarem at the end of two
uld not exceed Rupees 4,000 at any station, a sum equal

remittances are made the sum due for salt
up to the date of despatch of th
all the salt manufactured

months, which I consider the limit, we
only to Lalf of most of the remittances,

5T In the event-of there being no sales gt asingle station during the manufucture, provision
.unght b_e made at the time of sending remittances for retaining the requisite amount in the adjoin-
ing s:tauou. This sum should pe sent for, every 15 days, by the officer of the station where it is
required. As every manufacturing staiion in Tinuevelly must be g place for sales there must be a
treasury ‘at each, for though twe stationg may form a-di\'ision each will be comparatively inde-
pendent on account of the distances as [ have elsewhere stated.) ;

58.  This arrangement woulq unavoidably do away with the Collector’s previous sanction for

the disbursement of the Coodiwarem, but it woulq save the carrying of money to and fro as at pre-
sent .and the peculiar nature of the salt transactions necessitate a change. If the Collector's
sunction must be previously obtained, it might be effecteqd by the Deputy Collector sending monthly a
Memorandum of the probable amouat, required for disbursement in the following month with

refen‘ance t_o the manufacture, which Memorandum would be simply returned with the Collector’s
sanction without the amount being transmitieq ¢, the various stations

Fm\'cms.—ﬁ.Q. All the fences are bad ; in some places it was easy to walk through and in many
places as 9.35_)' to jump. I have seen cattle within the fences and upon the platforms at all the stations
except Vlsza_thY' At present with an irregular ragged hedge, chiefly of thorns continually blown
over the. Space Intervening between the hads and hedge, it is a painful duty to get round the pans
by day -llght.gven and no Very easy task to walk along the ridges scarcely wide enough for the scraped
salt ; both difficult feats on g dark night with sale heaps to stamble over and wells to fall into. With-
out some regular beat, it will be impossible for the Mofussi] Police to aid in guarding the pans and
stores. The Parkinsonia {s a quick-growing tree and if planted close fogether, the stems grow
straight upright, and form an excellent hedge, impenetrable to man and beast. It has been extensively
planted at the foot of road embankments and tank banks in South Arcot, and I have ordered its
introduction at all the salt pans, ;

60. Tbe ground taken up by the pans, platforins, &c., shonld be a rectangular space with the
hedge or other fence placed not nearer than 15 or 20 yards, from the outer beds or the end of the
platform and between these and the hedge there should be a broad walk round which the watchers
should patrol frequently during the night and for this duty there shoald be not lessthan two
for each watch, The night being divided into two watches of six hours, four peons will be required

e
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Roaps.—61. Not having travelled inland from the pans, I know no[.hingt of (tlheCr(.);ldstiz
tracks leading to them generally, The approaches of the roads .to .the Pa]lnacoll an - oi pavzst
both under repair when I last saw them. T.he coast line is nothing more than a1 1
fa:n; v::rek intersected with swamps, hollows, muddy rivers or bac‘k-“fal;ers. To form meta an‘n
. efs -ould be out of the question ; but water communication by a coast canal appears
brldgf: s e “(;uh ; be opened some day. The chieflines to the pans which require to be
P S ,formed and made into roads have been prominently mnoticed by
Letter to Board, No. 433, nr yooinge.  Another of greater importance noticed by l'lim as being
O under the restrictive order on Public Work.s, though- not dln'fzctlg com-
:atine with salt pans, is the line between Palamcottah and Tutacorin ; the distance is 32 01. .f33
m-umcatmg wi t“ -Ip ’eutl travelled part of the way by palkee was altogether 31 hours reach-
fmle;. ] e (flf! “1: (i)srﬁto:I; arr)z;inst the road that persons complain but of the want of one between
ing Palamcottah. 2

] f such importance as the Huzur station, and the chiel pluce of trade and the sea port
two places of suc

{ the district.  All these lines will, I know, be formed as soon as the funds are available.
town of the district. ‘

Pappar.—62. The practice of compelling the salt department t(;) furnisl? peo;)s I;)r tappal
s s i to me ohjectionable ; no system of te.xlu'q‘-tappai can be complete that leaves o'ut
e N&ngt'rs'd'r)pwr' depdts. I would point out that in Linnevelly the salt peons are not special
the salt divisions and e!];(?m:d into tappal runners. At Colasagarapatam and s
St 5 N clm .mininfr large populations are stationed tappal writers for the convenience
considem.l)l.e trade anc VC(;‘“,‘,,“: ino“ thL?pOSts‘ both of the salt department and of the towns B
T dl:ypt()i:“c)ni d?;'ecti‘)n\ for a short distance from Coilpatam wheve there.is one
formed by peons, exce

St imity of the Vypaur and Munjuncolum pans and the two at the south,
o promm{t):ﬂ?l bé‘ebu; r;even places to be furnished with runners along the sea
v ::};;;i' W ;Our of these places are sea portsas well as salt Stfltlon‘S, and two
T\{Eﬂco;in- of the remaining three are situated between these ports. If regular runners

Coilpatam. : eons at the salt stations might be reduced.
()%]Esagampatam. were appomted, the numbers of p

= LO0 =

s les of soils were taken from the beds of the different stations. Those

Sorws.—64- The sampd~ ‘Tutacorin are alike and appearto bea stiff brown clay ; with this

of Vypaur, M"n-]uncu‘.um :;lmv“ proportion of lime in the Vypaursample. The Arasady soil is a
difference that there ';?la tives attribute the difference in the Arasady and Turacorin soils to the
very stifl blue clay: b n::‘-i her level. The Coilpatam clay would be equal to that of Arasady
Tutacorin pans being "m fatheg manafacturers, who have neglected clearing their beds occasionally
but for the car.eles'sucss o oht in with the water. Theslime with repeated scrapings gets mixed
of the slime which is .brouc, l 1 d its power for retaining salt is decreased ; common sand, slime
bsorbed in the clay anmuished,i{‘ the sample is broken in two. « The Paliacoil soil is
DColasagaraputam and Viziapathy contain a great deal of sand.
sand and slime, and lilge the specimen from Coilpatam

up with or a : . &
and black sand can be plaiuly distir

a red sand, a very poor description: g
The specimen from Coottenkaly is blac
offensive smell. ‘ o ' |
e i k;re.ll a great deal of importance is attached to the descrnpnon of soil, and there
e T"““e utf’rially affects the quality of the salt according as there is a grefxter propor-
e ltlma.n;J also according to the description of the clay and sand found in or brought
ay or sand, ¢ A

-

tion of el

to the beds. : , s |
i ion of the samples of salt, it will be at once seen that
—66. From an inspection o
QuALITY OF SALT.

s i i f the crystals give it
; : of the others ; the size and white colour o f
the Arasady salt ns;upe:;;)rot: avr:iich this salt was produced is, as above stated, Stlﬂ‘bl}le clay.
& ﬁrlmtplac(?' Pzn: Psroduce the mext best in quality. Vypaur, Munjuncolum and Coilpatam
The Tutacorin

until LIT. Peﬂy's scheme is intrOduced and the new po]ice are organised’ not as the Ch()ukey_
dars now truly speak of it to sleep at the platform, but to watch and patrol round the divisions.

e

i i v 1 i 3 ey hree
the Coilpatam salt is very inferior ; there are t
t place, but some of
together take the nex

" N

= ———2

. wammger AT e N yrrgi—
e —— ¢ B TR
& ~ B N e
-

ordys.

4 P

R
?




samples from these pans ; the two best specimens are what I selected from the ridges ; the other re-
presents by far the greater proportion of the salt manufactured there recently, I hav’e been always
told the Coilpata'am salt was the best, but neither that which is being sold of last year's manufacture
nor the produce of this year can obtain the first place. The soil is of an excellent kind, but the
working of the pans has been much neglected. The Royts finding that inferior salt v’vas even
taken ax.xd that these pans still continue to receive the largest annual dittum, have satisfied them-
selves with manufacturing the requisite quantity and the Chowkey servants have with equal careless-
ness received the salt.  The Coilpatam pans require and must receive particular atteuti:,ln_ s

67. Thf: produce of the remaining four pans, Paliacoil, Colasagarapatam, Viziapathy and
Coottenkaly is of avery poor deseription, Viziapathy is perbaps the best and P;lincoilpthe {vorst-

68. The recessity of bestowing paias on the preparation of the beds, clearing them frequently
of slime, using the strongese water procurable and producing salt of the best quality possible, are alyl
' points 10 which the attention ‘of the mavufacturers and Government servarts sim]l be ca,lledl in
future operations.

Export or SALT.—69. An export trade in Tirmevell
the third year. The quantity manufactured in 1859 and 1860 has been greatly in excess of previ
ous years, though not extended solely to meet the demands for export, El the Mthree' ve;ns imfm(;']-
ately preceding 1859, the manufaciure averaged less than 34 laes of maunds: in 18'5‘) and !"86611)-
it was 5,71,000 and 7,73,000 maunds respectively. The quantity exported ir: 1858 \\';15‘ 1,09,954"

maunds ; in 1859, 1,38,272, and in 1860, 95,728 maungds e
: ’ » Ik Xported, : ‘
Suuth Canara is being executed. ! : e L

y has only lately sprung up, this beipo
(=]

70. The Tutacorin pans have been transferred close to
and I would recommend that this station as regards sales b
and inland supplies of the neighbourhood might be drawn fro
to the north of the town. Salt would of course be

the sea for the convenience of export,
¢.a depdt for export only. The Home
m-the Arasady pans three or four miles

shipped more speedily from three or fo
: ; S \ ur ports at
the same time than all from one, but the convemence of export from one place would be great to

Gl'lrover]?ment. The arrangements 100 ‘would be the most economical.  For shipment from any of
the other ports, as the pans are at present situated, would entail bandy hire, and transfers of more

pans nearer to sea, even if a site could be found W iccti
» Would be object : i
could answer the demand made. Gy s B b b

71.  Having established a dené r o
) a depb6t on the beach of Tutacorin, it only remains for arrangements

fl?i}::e':eal‘ll? d?sl:xl-lictthe COUSCIOPS Of South Canara, Malabar aud North Canara for allotting {o the
Sliacs tg ik : certain quantity of salt to he supplied annually. Tt would be equally advan.
Db hose districts to k?ow whence their supplies are to be regularly looked for, and we should
be better guided in the quantity of the annual manufacture, s
0 G 3
(2. The transit of the salt to the Western Coast has hitherto been effected by contract. Tphe

contracting ‘[Jifljlles pay for the price of the salt here and teceive back this sum with the price
freight on delivery of the salt on the other coast und

to this system is that-the contractor ady
on the money deposited here.

ol
er certain severe penalties. The great objection

ances the price of the salt to Government, losing interest

o 3. 3 was atout 10 propose that the transport of the salt should be let on a lease for three years,
u ;onsxl ering (;w mm':h"r,.beT rates of freight fluctuate, I believe the most equitable plan would be
to.zev:;ttlls‘e anllzua !yhfor. freight, leaving it for the Collectors of Canara and Malabar to atfjust the
ri ¢ : A WAL
}s)ah shoulz snl t :n ,‘.‘trhe Collector of Tinnevelly. The iuterests of the district require that the
S w° uldehgil e“] away. Re.pectable firms wight upon such terms be induced to come
8 Ying larger vessels, and the empl
= e : ployment of a larger class of vesse
zlnr‘:rlcz Ofbgleat convemenfce to the Collectors on the Western Coast fg)r inste iy
€ts by a suceession of small schooners and dhons o
¥ 3 : L dhonies by which the proces
s extended over several months, it would be received in large (luant}i)ties 2

Is would be
ad of receiving salt in
of landing and storing

)

SpoxanEoUs SALT.—74. The places on the Tinnevelly coast where spontaneous salt would

: form, if allowed, and the manner in which it is prevented from form-

% No. 313, 11th August 1859. ing have been deseribed in Mr. Levinge’s letter* to the Beard. The
time when it farms is between March and September.

75. The Board of Revenue in their Proceedings® of the 14th of July 1860,

® No. 3,235. directed 500 garce of spontaneous salt to be collected. This order unfortunately came ~
just after all the salt forming had been destroyed and when orders were issued in

August for 360 garce to be collected at '\"ypaul: and 200 at Tutacorin ; it was t(-)o late. None has
bevrbx collected at Vypaur. In September 1 visited several of the places where it forms ; there was
nothing but mud in the hollows. The Chowkeydar then told me we should not be able to gather
anv this season as it was too far advanced. Whet}ler any salt did subsequently form, I cannot say,
’0u~t the Chowkeydar said none had. At Tutacorin all that formed after the receipt of the Board’s

. pax o
order in August was collected and stored and amounted only to 235 mercals.

=G. At Paliacoil, about the end of September, I gathered two or three seers of excellent
Ld 1‘ ; l;r e hollow near the sea, where it would form extensively. The method of
ntam‘eous' Saft ‘m atlion gat this place was by bailing. The pits for the picottahs still contained
gagir el 5 ; ]'Itm:vﬁs near the top of one of these that the sample now forwarded was obtained.
kg brmf: ﬂ;‘ slont;neous salt is of so good a quality and the salt manufactured at Paliacoil is
Toh;it:?o[; (;1:“ Ipconsider it would be advisable to give the preference to the former, if the Ryots do

not take greater pains in the manufacture next season. . '
. axp AccounTs.—77. The new forms of salt accounts ordered to be introduced in the

Boolfh st ,ver been brought into use and consequently there is still much confusion and
o e o .nd submission of returns from the Chowkeys to the Depaty Collector and
delay in the l)reParatloil {:he Collector. A copy of the revised accounts and a Manual of Instructions
from th.e lattcr.Ufﬁ;BEI' doto each salt station in the district in the year 1856, but the only use made
AR a'eto have been to place them at once in the bundle of records. The time and
o the_se LR ted officers, hitherto in charge of the salt department, was so much pre-
attentio ot th{a coven‘al\ Aossible for them to look into the details ; but there was a Peshcar, an
oty B A to the superintendence of the department, and upon the successive
the blame. The Peshcar used to be attached to the Head Assistant’s Kacheri more

Peshcar‘s Lipk, Sheristadar, In 1856, Mr. Silver ordered this officer to travel and inspect the
in.0e h\ght 2 13 lfjri(i tmvc‘l and occasionally measured salt heaps and disbursed the Coodiwarem
pans, . The e el -ements in the manufacture, storing or sales ; nor any in regard to the books
hx aleciades (;mpilm'multaneously to his becoming a travelling superintendent, to be revised.
A4 a‘?coums G erle ‘: introduced the revised system of accounts sent. The Chowkeydars only
He might at least ‘1a' vespectively the daily manufacture and daily sales ; every thing else appears
ligxe two hosks Sh?‘vmg i Pbundlés. The Peshecar himself had only three books with two bundles
on slips of Pnper.ued Tup lnf the books were abstracts of those kept by the Chowkeydars and the
o PR e R t-v:::r‘:l éf heaps. As far as I can understand, his duties were very light and
Othef relat-ed t.o.theh?:l & inion occasionally when urzees were referred to him. He had no books
i gl:;mtg ntcupy his time. I am even obliged for want of these books to refer to the
to SR 1P X g f fmatiun required to be furnished by me, or to make a reference as the
s i vkeydars who have recourse to the bundles whence the information is

: s T
PGShcalr d‘;l tzbtt:i:)(z(;w"l'he Peshcar received 100 Rupees, or including batta 130 Fpess, neh
miraculously 0O :

e than the pay of a . i
s 8 Th 1; I s and rules for keeping the accounts in the Manual of Instructions are so com-
78. ¢ form : J

offer mo_suggestions or improvement. The bgoks Bppear, numerous Retayr ek
pleke £has I can. uired Mauy of them will consist of ouly one quire of paper, others of two. A
more than ﬂ;\; 1::?; umbe.r g d de,é cription of the books required bas been submitted to the Collector
statement O 2

spo

oceupie :
officer specially appointed

Grst-class Tahsildar.



and they will be introduced at all stations as soon as parchased. It must henceforth be one of the

duties of the Deputy Collecto:.- to examine the books and accounts of the divisions and statjons and
to record the resultin a book kept for that parpose.

79. In connection with the examination of books, T would suggest that a statement of the
conduct of the division servants be prepared quarterly for submission to the Collector. A similar
statement forwarded monthly has a very beneficial effect on the subordinates of the Public Works
Department.  This Return should be confined strictly to the subordinates’ character during that
quarter, in noticing their activity, zeal, apathy or carelessness. A form of this Return is submi:ted for
approval.

- PRESENT EsTABLISHMENT. —80. I mustered all the Chowkey establishment, as I visited each
station, noting the age, length of service and physical strength of each individual. From this
inquiry I bave pronounced two Chowkeydars unfit for further service, one was past all work, being
65 years of age with scarcely a tooth in his head ; the other was said to be 55 years, had served 31
years and did not appear capable of enduring fatigue and exposure, the deterioration in the quality
of the Coilpatam salt, especially this year where he was employed, shows that he was not in the habit
_ of exerting himself. Two other Chowkeydars are also unfit for {he charge of stations, but they may fill

lower situations in the new establishment when introduced. The hardest \vorke(; servarts arve the
Surpredies and Gomastahs; they do almost all the work. The only two ssed mndi;lazes who
-bave entered the salt department have done better than any other servants i:mthe department, and
in less than a year have outstripped others of several years’ service. The services of the Sibbundies
who now guard the treasuries will be dispensed with on the organization of the new Police.
| Fom:umx of DEPOTS INsTEAD oF Divistons—81. Inmost districts, in accordance with
L.I r. Pelly’s scl.xeme, the salt pans will be formed into divisions, each division ;ompriting s0 many
vrllages or sta.tlons, but where sales are to be conducted apart from the (iivisions deplts are pro-
Vld(ﬂ-l. In Tinuevelly, as [ have already observed, sales must be conducted as h;theno where the
salt is manufactured, and as each manufacturing station would be so independent and cntail the
same amount of labor, the formation of two into divisions would be a needless expense. The

:::(:;:, a;ttactl;:zdl to the division fx:'om being of equal importance would have to be treated at least
POt the lowest pay of which for an Amildar wonld be 40 Rupees ; whilst the Peshcar of the

es.for performing similar dutjes, g
lf:::eion :)f divisions is unsuited to Tinnevelly, owing to
- ut stations be conside nufacture
2 dee of . Gl upon M. Pely's schome o depit o el of lvonly. - Thi would b
i et meaf i;veryls:;t]l?n a d-msxon and allotting depdt establishment as the term division
e g;r 23, 16v¢, situated as the salt pans are in Tinnevelly, it is absolutely
o v AT ::nt:l;lmg to remain independent stations, The stoppage of sales
B A Werey : uch felt. As the duties of these depdts would be greater than
s e only aale.s, I .would recommend a second Gomastah as provided for the
> the designation and classification to be the same as Mr. Pelly’s, but the scale of the

establishment to meet the requi
quirements of th i
Ist class Depi...... ... defals ud b o Mice Xigher.

ol 55 Rupees :iﬁ -
S S e e ey R .
............ .

en depdts falls a little below Mr. Pelly’s allotment for
a statel_ncntof the establishment recommended for depits is submitted,
epdts with the pay of the Amildar of the first class equal to that of the
ere are prizes for those who exert themselves.

—83.  As regards a part of the duties of a Deputy
ould not barden* him with the duty of preparing the
generally ; but T would respectfully submit that if the
arge of the salt department, it would be a more economical

establishments in Tinnevelly,
there being three classes of d
lowest class division. "Th

PreparATION OF AcCOUNTS,

* Paragraph 8. Collector, Mr. Pelly says he w
accounts of the department

Deputy Collector is to be in general ch

4
1
i
4
i

—

- i nstitution of the new office that the Deputy Collector
s s oln % rlndore mal::"::l(;ntyh:lﬁc:)l:it‘;oc:nnect'éd with the department and bear the respon-
]~l'1b'cl!lta-r < Ti 5 ti::liin the Deputy Collector with the preparation of the accounts general.ly
: iluxte)r;ded :: l;:lie\n’ h%m of an arduous daty to be urdertaken at the Huz;l‘, “":‘Chb«f:(:]!i!:l;::
onerous and responsible character, would inv?Lve the efzpense f’f at least one we k-lp:l ‘81: mxa“ e
who, from the geneml control he would exercise for-thls pamcuh.r dultly, wond e;] 1im ’ei’tin
Deputy Collector and the latter his general superintendent, or in other words the insj g

Peslicar
‘ er hand entail so much extra expense, if the accounts were
prepasttd vat u::o:::x: (;tex:'!;:x}::, :1:‘0 had made up th.e details ; another .hand woﬂd.?e req:t:red b‘;:
h Jower paid than the servant at the Huzur station ; at all events it would faci itate the worb,
;‘;‘i‘;}is cubordinate was attached to the salt deP”_'tm“t Kacheri, -The scovants requlre.d T
fumislu;d to the Board should be prepared in Quphute by the Deputy Coll;;tor and fubmnted t(o1
the Collector who, after satisfying himself of their 33“.“‘ et ; onH P o
toisralis 'original to the Board, the other copy being retained at t ? nzur. :
85. Adverting again to the present establishment, I_ha_ve to bring to notice that the salt
- A herto been the great penal settlement of the district for all offending Revenue an_d
II”Z?;::Z:;::S of various grades and for peons in particular, et e e L U
< . effect.
bamshmen; b:slh:i :tmt}:o;itice will be now abandoned, otherwise it must be prejudicial to the
efﬁciz?t: wor:ing of the revised establishment. ~Besides, as the establishments are ';}(: b:e?hc_ed Of; a
.ale that will raise their position, the situations could not be. treated as before. e h::uon; ;r
:IL:; iituations as well as promotions and transfers should be in ha.t.lda of the oﬂioer‘m (; ge 1(: :{e
dep:;rtment. Dismissals from office of all below the grade of A'g‘lﬁ" should remain also with this
officer, but Amildamsltould only be removed from office by the Collector.

(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT,

TUTACORIN, } Deputy Collector.

94th December 1860.

—_—

m Mr. Wright at Palameottah on the evening of 3rd January 1861.

(Signed) J. SILVER,
Collector.

Received fro
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Ix Cons. 11TH Fepruary 1861, No. 858.
From J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of TINNEVELLY, \
: dated Trichendoor, 6th TFebruary 1861, No. 68.
Referring to my letter of the 31st ultimo, T have now the honor to forward to the Board my
observations on Mr. Wright's report on the managemen® of the Salt Department.

—_—

Exc. L.

Asstract of the Deputy Collector’s report,
dated 24th December 1860, and received
3rd January 1861, on the arrangements
and practice connected  with the Salt
Department.

Paragraphs 5 t0 12. Remarks on the details
of mlaufaﬁuﬁng»ult, and sug-
: ements which appeared to

plete ; stat

on tnhe ridges may

and subsequently divided to vepresent two
scrapings, the ond scraping being clandestinely
sold, or portions of the heaps can be brought
up to the platform and mwixed jvith the salt of
the heap being sold, for the benefit of the ser
vants, and that there are many" other Ways ©
fraud which these
rage ; obse ir .
scrapings of s idges ?lght be
taken at once into store, as soon as it is dry,
instead of permitting it to be again deposited
on the platform.

Treats of the out-turn of a
acre in Tinnevelly, and

adds that as the beds at Coilpatam are half as

' Jarge again as those of Vypaur, Munjuncolum,

Arasady and Tutacorin, it shows that there vmust
be a regular system of fraud praotised, or 'no
pains taken, or the soil must be very inferior,

Paragraphs ‘ . Speaks of the pre-

cent system of storing salt, and also states that
~ the longer the salt remains o1 the ridges and on
Jor Ry 2

' X3
ko gy e~ N o

REmARrKs of the Collector.

The division of salt heaps oun the ridges for
clandestine sale would cause 2 deficiency in the
quantity already intended by them to be manu-
factured. Besides, such supposed  clandestine
sales would certainly be difficult to be made by
any one without the fear of detection in the
face of his neighbours, the beds being contiguous
to each other. As soon as the salt manufactured
each day by each individual is deposited on the
ridges, a chit chowing the number of heaps is
produced by the manufacturer before the Choukey

f servants, who proceed immediately to the beds,

estimate the quantity of each heap, and seal the
came with a board bearing the name of the
Collector, and a return showing the number of
heaps manufactured each day, and the quantity
as estimated by the Choukey servants, is rendered
to the Huzur; therefore there is mo room for *
committing frauds as suggested by Mr- Wright,
unless all the Ryots, purchasers and all the
servants, without exceplion, are formed into a
combination to defraud the Government.

The removal of the qalt direct from the
ridges to the store without exposing it on the
platform is not advisable, as the salt heap so
Jong as it remains on the ridges does not become
“perfectly dry, though only the upper surface
may be so: ¥ mep 4

The soil at Coilpatam i inferior in certain
places. No proof of fraud is shown ; these are
mere asseriions unsupported by any tangible
evidence.

Jide remarks on paugriphs 5to 12. The
Government is not answerable for any wastage
in the salt before it is delivered into store, and

-




the platform unmeasured, the greater the facility
for fraud and inconvenience to purchasers, and
adds that by leaving the salt on the pla:form
unt:il it can be measured, the manufacturers are
ohliged to run the risk of wastage from any
causes, as they are pai it
delivered into ystore. s

Par.agraphs 18 to21. Suggests asan improve-
me.nt in storing that the manufacturers must be
relieved of the duty of heaping and covering the
salt, and that godowns or sheds be erected oi the

platform divided into compartments to hold 10
garce each.

p Paragraph 22. In remarking on the details of
;‘e present system of conducting sales, observes
that the parties who come to buy sal’t. ay th
money at tl.le platform Cutcherry for whir;hyth ;
ﬁ«:.t no receipt, then they proceed to that part ?t"
g ﬁciacle;:azfon: wl.xere the sale is going on, and the
i onducting the ::.\le,hasto find out either
g p::: :; :{ti: chxft. or from the purchaser
s 0 i
that those who fee tl’;e pe::xl: t:l:d l::ln\?fmdt -
get served -ﬁrst and get a wonderful mea::r:r:;:
:)nercatl .bemg well shaken, and that a reg'nlal'
argain is struck before-hand by the purchasers
manufacturers and Choukey servants, and tha;
the manufacturers and peons keep :noney in

their possession which th
ey ney
brought to the platform. ? er would have
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the delay in doing so is owing 0 nothing but
the damp state of the salt. The receipt of salt
direct from the ridge into store will, when the
system of weighing is introduced, occasion some
loss as the salt diminishes in bulk as it'becomes
dry.

The manufacturers can be relieved of the duty
of covering the salt heaps if the Governmetft
undertake to pay for the labor of doing 80, in afldl'
tion to the charge they nmow Ppay for Palmirah
leaves. The estimated cost of erecting godowns
is so great that for one single station, Tutacoris
which yields an annual out-tar? of 1,500 garce
besides two )'Cl\rs’ supp‘y on bﬂl\d, it amounts to
Rapees 47,250, at Rupees 109 P€T 10 garce;
while the total cost for constructing godowns
at all the pans amounts to Rupees 2,030174
at  the samerate, the salt manufactured

during the year 1860, amounting £ 6,445 garc®

besidesthe two years’ supply on hand -wl.nch ra:]ses
it 10 19,335 garce. Under the exxs'tmg orders
of Government, restricting expenditure apon
Public Works, and the stmitenec.l condition ©
the finances, the Government W
pared to sanction such 3 lar
scheme proposed by M. Wright involves.
As soon as the paymcl“.‘ 18
pnrchmn a Rowanah orac¢ nt,
be, is prepared in the platform Cutcbeﬂ'}; an
sent by a peon with the purchaser 0 the
conducting the sale whe, on jts receipt 8°
salt measured out to the purchasers. s
and peons have little opportunily of rece! <h-
any consideration from purchasers, the pu™’
ment to which they are subjected W
guilty of such an act, and the presenc®
Choukeydar or Sumprethy at the time of
operating as a check against an attempt on
part to commit fraud in the measure™ %
Money found with the manufacturers and Pe°a
at the place where the sale is conducted,dmoz
have been brought for their own use an
paying the coolies employed by th
manufacturing salt and measuring the S
the time of receiving it into store and selling’
to the purchasers. The restriction pw;w’"‘l by
Mr. Wright in patagraph 30 would, therefor®s
instead of producing any real benefit, entail &
unnecessary hardship upon the manufacturers
and coolies employed by them. The regula
bargain, &c., suggested by Mr. Wright, 1 would

sale,
their
ent.

r o

Paragraphs 23 and 24, States t}mt the
manufactarers should be relieved forthwith from
the duty of measuring the salt sold, and thatwhen
disbursing the last Coodiwarem due for the sea-
son, several of the poorer Ryots of two sets of pans
said very innocently, ¢ At this season of the year
without manufacture and without sales, how are

we to live 2.

Paragraphs 25 t0 97. States that s‘,uﬁicient
number of measurers should be appointed for
performing the duty of measuring th.e salt, and
adds thatthe dutyof reasurers should include the
covering of heaps, repairing of fences, &c.., and
that the peons ar¢ idle and employ substitutes
as far as possible.

Paragraph 30 Suggests that any money
found on the persons of measurers, peons
manufacturers or Choukey servants within the
boundary of the pans, should be conﬁscate:d.

Paragraphs 31 to 38, Treats of the subject of
transferring pans from one site to another, re-open-
ingof old pans and opening fresh pans, and further

adds that he does not sec the advantage of re-
opening pans at Vypaur which was abandoned
by the Sea Customs’ Departmer.lt- Suggests
that the present Vypaur and Mugjuncolum pans
should be united, and that the old pans at Tri-

chendoor should be re-opened for reasons show.

accept, if he produced a single instance proved,
or adduced any evidence in place of assertion,
which may or may not be true. A
Tt has already been proposed to the Board
that the manufacturers should be relieved of the
duty of measuring the salt sold and that mea-
curers should be appointed. If there are no
sales there will be no manufacture, and as the
manufacturers depend for their subsistence chief-
ly upon the amount of Coodiwarem they receive
from Government for salt manufactured by them,
their statement to Mr. Wright is not surprising.
The duty of covering salt heaps cannot be
done by the measurers who will be few in num-
ber, but it must be done by coolies paid by Go-
vernment, if not by the manufacturers. The
peons obtain leave and employ substitutes occa-
sionally, but not more than other peons.

Certainly not.  Zide concluding part of the
remark on paragraph 22.

The transfer of salt beds at Tutacorin from
the old site to near the sea, reflects credit upon
my Head Assistant Mr. Garstin.  As the old
pans on the north of the Vypaur river which
were abandoned in 1844, have been re-opened
under the orders of Government, dated 21st Fe-
bruary 1860, atthe expense of the Ryots, they
cannot now be abandoned. The Board in para-
graph 8 of theirProceedings of 16th January 1861,
No. 295, observe that the convenience of the large
body of cotton growers residing on the north of
the river Vypaur who resort to these stores of
salt, and to whom it is of importance after having
disposed of their cotton to recross the difficult
and unbridged river with unladen carts, as well
as the necessity of maintaining some effectual
guard over the large salt marshes on the northern
bank where Spontaneous salt is found in large
quantities, render it highly expedient if not
absolutely necessary, that the station at old
Vypaur should be quickly restored. The present
pans at Vypaur can be united with those at
Munjuncolum. The Board in paragraph 5 of
their Proceedings above quoted, state that the
question of re-opening the pans at Trichendoor
has been fully and repeatedly considered by the
Board of late, and that there is nothing new to
lead the Board to modify the view already ex-
pressed by them, and in which the Government
concurred that the measure Was inexpedient.




Paragraphs 39 to 41. Speaks on the details of
disposing of new beds, and suggests that all new
beds comprised in the area in excess of that found
to beoccupied on the assumption of the monopoly,
be put up to auction in small lots and knocked
down to the highest bidder unconditionally.

Paragraphs 42 to 45. States the details con-
nected with the transfers of beds by gift, inheri-
1 e sale ¢ 4 '
tance, sale and mortgage, and adds that the size
of the beds is irregular and undefined.

Paragraphs 46 to 49. Enters into the details
of the present system of measuring salt,

Paragraph 50. Speaks of the present system
of giving Rowanahs or chits for the purcha;ors of
salt,and adds that from 6 mercals and 5 measures
up to 20 the sales are retail, and small cadjan
chits are the permits given instead of Rowanahs;
that no quantity lsss than 6§ mercals is sold,
and there are no sales between 19§ and 26}
mercals ; that it is very easy for servants to ob-
tain an old Rowanah and get copies printed, but
this course would only be resorted to where it
was intended to blind the purchasers and sell
surplus salt at the monopoly price ; that the
most easy way of committing frauds with
Rowanabs is to send with salt clandestinely sold
a blank Rowanah by a peon without a belt who,
if the salt was stopped, would at once enter the
particulars, and that he imagines that as much
salt is smuggled and sold without as with re-
course to Rowanahs. :

Paragraphs 51 and 52,  States that 400 mercals
of salt have beencontinued tobe received from the
manufacturers as the equivalent of a garce of 120
Indian maunds; that with the Collector’s per-
mission the Board’s order granting 6 per cent.
to the sanctioned rate of Coodiwarem for the

In regard to the mode of distributing the new
pans, Mr. Wright has already been informed by
a letter from this office, dated the 29th January
1861, that the Board are not desirous of.having
them put up to auction, but that the rights of
the present manufacturers should be fully r(-gun{‘
ed, and he was requested to bear the Board’s
instructions, contained in paragraphs 14 and 1.5
of the Proceedings above-mentioned, carefully in
mind in making the allotment of the new pans
at old Vypaur and Tutacorin.

Circular Orders have been repeatedly sent to
{he Choukeydars to the effect that the irregularly
shaped hnl; should be arranged according to the
standard size, viz., 400 square feet. ‘.‘\t ‘lhc
special request of the manufacturers at Coilpatam,
orders were sent for increasing the size of the
beds from 400 to 600 square feet.

The Government have already indented for
the required number of scales and weights for
weighing salt.— Vide Proceedings of the Board
of Revenue, dated 19th May 1858, No. 1,802.

The daily accounts of sales received from the
Choukeydars show that cadjan chits are given for
any qun.utity below 264 mercals, and not from
6§ to 20 mercals as observed by Mr. Wright;
and further that there are sales between 19 and
26} mercals. The practice of granting chits or
passes instead of formal Rowanahs to purchase.rs
of small quantities of salt for retail sale in
the villages round the pans, has been appro-vcd
by Government in Extract Minutes Consultation,
dated 12:h May 1858, No. 625. Under the present
system of issuing Rowanahs which bear the seal
and signature of the Collector, as well as the
consecutive numbers of the Huzur and Choukies.
there exists no facility whatever for getting
copies of old Rowanahs printed, for the pur-

pose of committing frauds. No complaint has

ever been heard or made of the smuggling of salf
since the Collector took charge of the district
in November 1855, and he is certain that Mr,
Wright cannot cite a single instartce ?f smug-
gling, capable of proof. Mr. Wright’s rePort
bears the great blemish, that he deals entirely
on suppositions,

On the receipt of the Board’s Circular of 7tk
September 1855, authorising the change ol
equivalent of 120 Indian maunds from 400 tc
494 mercals, Mr. Bird caused Circular Orders tc
be issued to all the salt Choukeydars, to the effect
that 424 mercals should be reckoned as the

oo >

the manufacture, provision

S

e

extra 24 mercals was introduced by bim, that
next year the correct equivalent will be intro-
duced, and that the Coodiwarem rate will then
be Rupees 10-9-7, and that the annual dittum
was given at the equivalent of 400 mercals a

garce.

authorised equivalent of 120 Indian maunds,
and that sales should be effected at the new rate
of 424 mercals for 120 Indian maunds from the
1st of October 1855. Lver since, the salt has
been received from the manufacturers, stored,
credited and sold, at the rate of 424 mercals to
120 Tnudian maunds. It has all along been paid -
for at the rate of 10 Rupees for every 400 mercals
received ; as 10 Rupees for 400 mercals and
Rupees 10-9-7 for 424 mercals, are precisely the
same, and as 10 Rupees for 400 mercals was an
easy rate for calculation, no fresh orders were

. issued to the salt Choukeydars on the receipt of

the Board’s Circular of 1Sth July 1856, raising
the equivalent of a garce from 400 to 424 mercals,
and the consequence was, that the salt was con-
tinved to be converted into Indian maunds at
the rate of “1 garce and 24 mercals for 120
Indian maunds.” The annual dittum was given
out in garces of 400 mercals, but not as the
equivalent of 120 Indian maunds, the salt being
received and credited at the rate of 1 garce
and 24 mercals ; in other words, 424 mercals=
120 Indian maunds. Mr. Wright, on this being
pointed out to him, states that he was under the
impression that the’ equivalent of the garce had
been raised, otherwise in paragraph 51 of his

" report he should have stopped after the word

-
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Paragraphs 55 to 58. Treats of MMef

gending remittances from the Chowkies to nearest
talug Treasuries, and suggests for themore speedy
distribution of the Coodiwarem money that when
remittances are made the sum due falt::. a;'.lt
d received into store every _: _
:ne::fp.:th date of the despatch of the re-
mittance, must be retained, ud that in the event
of there being no salesit a single station during

time of sending remitiances for retaiting ¢
rcqmli; amount in the adjoining station, and

might be made at the

garce, and avoided the mistake of adding “or
120 Indian maunds.” The informality arose
<olely from the denominationof a garce not
having been changed to 424 mercals, and the
<alt received having been continued to be con-
verted into Indian maunds in which the accounts
are kept, at the rate of 1 garce and 24 mercals
—-120 Indian maunds, instead of 1 garce of 424
mercals=120 Indian maunds. There was an
ipformality in this mode of account, but in
point of fact there was nothing wrong; snd
\bis informality will be rectified from _this year.
" Mr. Wright's proposal of retaining in the
Choukies, a the time of sending bi-monthly
remittances to the nearest taluq Treasuries, the
amount required for the disbursement of Coodi-
warem at cach station, and of doing away with
the Collector’s previous sanction for the disburse-
ment of the said Coodiwarem, is* opposed to
Rule 26 of the Manual of Instructions, page 32.



that thl.s arrangement would unavoidably” d
away Ymh the Collector’s previous s;:;n‘cl’y ;
the disbursement of the Coodiwarem‘ i:’“ f‘_"'
would save the carrying of money to, a““l‘ i“L
::a?]: ::;t.asent and ttte peculiar nature of the ~'n:
lwm,:s:l: f)ecessltate a change. If the (~;.u‘|-
e be.ec;:o; (;nust be previously obtained, it
oo cted by the Deputy Collector send-
g y's Mcmorz.xndum of the probable
xs qmreq for disbursement in the fol-
w}:u:lgﬁomh with reference to the manaf 'lcm‘;t
w.lt:; theecu:{::ndum wou‘ld be simply l‘ctumeti
s b <':t,0r's sanction without the amount
Pasarie ;ug:ted to the various stations.
- whicﬁ S a .States that the chief lines to th
i qure to bt? formed and made ime
s te;n prominently noticed by MO
mﬁced,b 5 at anotlger of greater imPOnanr'
g gub;fn v:;s being under the restrict':e
ocspen; w;l;l thorks, though not directly c:’ox:-
i b Te salt pans, is the line betwee
e utacorin, the distance of whi;,;;
el 4 “tl :s; that an officer who recentl
ita pP : of the way was altogether 31 ho 4
oo begf alamcottah, and that all thes B
ormed as soon as the funds are av:ihl@‘l':les
nds e.

v tuh t he Tac-

peons for ta al
tionable. ppal messengers appears tobe objec-

Paragraph 70. R
. Recommends that i
a
:nl;ei‘;d;, gales should be a depot ;f: t:ion:‘t
oo ‘he, as the pans have been tramfeprorod
ez sea for the convenience of expor , and
ngement would be most ecozo:i:;

For making some of the import:mt lines of

salt pan roads in this district, estima
amount of Rupees 66,300 have peen Prepare
and forwarded to the Chief Eoginee’
eventual sanction of Govemmcnt-. Tt has already
been reported to the Board
office, dated Srd October 1860, No. 377, that the
. 0“"1 No. 8, leading from Pnlamcobmh to Tuta-
corin, the principal sed port town in this
district, requires jmmediate 1
be 'mninhined in a state of efficiency Mr.
Wright knows that Colonel PBabingtoDd was stop-
ped at the river which intersects the road and
which becomes unfordable for \wo or three days
together during freshes in {he monso0M
that officer passed the wight on the bak® of the
river being unable to get across:

noticg and should

g Tl.lﬂ requirements of the
district are now under considerations
report upon the subject Wi
Mr. Pelly shortly, with reference to his Circular
of 8rd November 1860, No- 617. When this
] ent is carried out, runners will be
ftmoned at all the salt Jivisions and stations
in this district.
The Tutacorin station alon€ will not answer
{he demand of salt for the Western Coast and for
private trade, Mmmwd in the year 1860 to

Indent...Rs. 1,84,679

{Ou Government
Private Trade. 66,798

whilst the quantity manufactured at Tatacorin it
that year amounted to Indian maunds 1 ,23,120,
and the average manufacture from 1858 to 1860
to Indian maunds 90,814. )

e p
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psit of the alt A {he contractors for the ¢xportation of

been effected galt to the Western Coast make a large profit by
their contract, they will not lose interest on the
amount of the prime ‘cost of the salt paid by

them in this district. 1f there is 10 profit, the
ny agrecment.

1’a|'agmph =9, States {hat the tra
to the Western (Cloast has hitherto
by contract 3 that the congractors pay for the
price of the salt here and receive pack this su®
with the freight 0B delivery of the salt on the
other coast unde i contractors will not enter into @

that the great objection t0

contractor advan
losing interest

(’icvernment,
deposited here.
Paragruph Sugge:ts that the mosb Mr. Wright does not know the ports of Canara.
The Collector of Canara has repea tedly recom-

advertise annually for
Ane it for the (lollectors of Canard mended that small craft should be cent to his

the price of the salt with ~ portss because as they draw little water they

could cross the bar, enter the harbours and
d to come Jeliver their cargoes i the different fvers. This
hat saves boat-hire which must be incurred if large

forward and wout g larg ' .
f vessels would  ships are emp\oyed. Moreover, they will be best

the employ ent of arger class of ves . |
be a matter of great convenienc to the Collectors abl.e to contfmd. with the north-Westerly winds
onthe WestemCoast, for instead of receiving s2 which prevail 10 Canara  after January—See
in driblets by & succession of small schooners 81 pamgraph g of the letter from the Collector of
dhoni€s, oY ich the process of landing 2% Canara 10 the Board of. Revenue, dated 23rd
storing 18 'ex ended over geveral months, it would Sept.cmbe\' 1858 ; also his letter to the Collector
be re:eived in large quunt'xties. of Tinnevelly, dated Ist December 1859.
Paragraph 76. Qpates that the sample - yeport on th.is b:'as peen made O the Board
spontaueous salt gal\\ercd at Pa\-.\yaco'\\ is of 80 by the Collector 13 his letter of the and Febrnary
ood 2 qua\'lty the salt manufactured a-t 1861, No. 59.
Palayaco! inferiot, that considers 1t
would Jvisable tO give the preferenc® to the

ots do mot take great pains 10

ext seasom:
The late salt Peshear, Soobramania Pillay, in
reply to a0 order issued 1° pim on the subject
in the year 1856, have pever been prought nte reports that copies of the revised ?ccounts.an
the Manual of Jnstructions in Tamil weré ciren-
. dar in the district in

use and consequen
sion and delay in the preparat\on an y salt CF
e s to the Deputy the year 1856, with instrucuons to report 10 the

1 =9, States that the new

Paragraphs N7 1o .
forms of 84 { accounts ordered t0 be mtroduced

of returns m th Choukies :
Collector and from the Jatter officer * he Huzur which of {he new forms of accounts were
t one of the # plicable to this district, 3% that thetr replies
were forwarded 10 the late Head Sheristadar

duties of . ol !
divisions and stations, Konary Row for his opinion and repor® and after

ith the late salt Peshear Peyagaral®
ead Assistant Collector

charge of the salt

urnose Moodaliar and the late
e Mr. Swinton-who was in




i -

Collector in charge should prepere. all the

accounts connected with the department and
bear the responsibility, and for this purpose
proposes that an additional hand should be
attached to his office as an inspecting Peshear.
Paragraphs 85 and 86. States that the
selections for the situations as well as promotions
and transfers, should be in the hands of the officer
in charge of the department, and that dismissals
from office of all below the grade of Amildar
should remain also with this officer; but Amildars
should only be removed from office by the

Collector,

On the 28th September 1860, Mr. Wright was
informed by a letter, No. 7924, that any transfers,

~promotions and dismissals in the salt depart-

ment should be reported to the Collector for his
fore they are carried

approval and confirmation be

“out, and that any recommendation from him will

always receive due consideration ; and again, he
was informed by an Official Memorandum, dated
91st January 1861, No. 78, that in regard either
to inflicting fines or making transfers of any of
the petty servantsin the salt department withou®
previous reference, a report should be made sub-
sequently to the Colleetor for his information ;
and as regards the officials drawing a higher.
salary than Rupees 5 a month, 2 reference about
themmutintheﬂrstuaébe made to the Col-
lector. Further,a special reference will be made
to the Board on this subject.

(Signed) J. SILVER,
‘ Collector,

f
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