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No. 184. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th April 1861,
No. 1,806 :~—

Read the following letter from E, B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. D. SIM,
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated 11th February 1861,
No. 24 ' ' |

SIR,

1. With reference to Government Order, 7th December 1860, No. 2,329, on the Hill
Abkéri, I beg to report for information of the Board and Government, that I took an oppor-
tunity, on lately visiting the Hills, of making such checks as are legal and practicable, to prevent
abuse and evil from the Abkéri on the Neilgherries.

2. T have, with the European Inspector of Police there, Mr., Callagan, visited all the shops,
closed and sealed all back doors and windows (of which, however, there were in reality few),
and am in treaty with the Contractor (for a compensation for his remaining five months) to close

two shops. The liquor, especially Beer and Ginger-wine, was

Tmpet and Hill at Coonoor, Wellington, gasted by myself and the European Constables ; not of course
snd Ootacaguud. formally or officially (as they probably would not drug the
Collector, or the Police Constables), but privately and without warning. All vendors have been
cautioned ¢ that the Abkiri Regulations will be strictly

Though of course it will lower the rent. enforced, and at the next sale in June, I shall reduce, if
' Government desire, half the shops, and shall introduce a

strict provision against all sales on « credit”, (though I cannot discover that such practice much

prevails).
3. On the further sale of Beer and Ginger-wine, 1 feel a difficulty. Government are mis-
: " jnformed in supposing country Beer is not much drunk by
Soe Mr. James’ Memorandum enclosed- 10 noorer native classes, especially coolies ; there is a large
consumption of it, as much as 1} Hogshead in one month, in one shop ; natives are adopting it
as they have done coffee, potatoes, and other European articles, and so long as wholesome and
undrugged, I think it is far better than fiery A‘rracl'c. A poor, fagged, shivering cooly finds
support and warmth in & glass of this Beer. Against its ABUSE, if found drugged, and against its
evil effect, drunkenness, I would act (through the Police) with rigour and activity ; and this
would be, I think, quite sufficient. I cannot and do not think that either Mr. James or
‘Mr. Honeywell, the only two makers (Europeans) would adulterate it ; the native vendors of
course may, and they are the parties to be watched and searched, which is now freely done, and
none object or resist. The two Europeans, Mr. James and Honeywell, offer * free entrance at all
“ hours night or day by the Police to their premises,” and court examination of their liquor and

materials.
4. They offered to affirm solemuly that the Ginger-wine is simply ginger, sugar, raisins,
and water, The Beer, batley and hop With some jaggery.
“ 5. 1 have reason, on full inquiry, to believe this to be strictly true. As regards Ginger-
wine, I am in difficulty ; all that I have yet tried or seen from Mr. James’ manufacture is whole-
some and pure ; not so strong as that on sale by the shops here, English made. I bought a bottle
of Mr. Dawson’s for special trial ; a/l Home-made wine, even Ginger-beer has fermentation and
some spirit. The Sudder still rule that it requires no license.
* Enclosed, Mr. James has appealed to Government, and sent me a copy ;*
and my own opinion is that 0 long as .Mr. James }nakes and sells bond:ﬁd? honest Ginger-wine,
it is both legal and wholesome ; and in so far as it supersedes arrack-drinking, which it does
(as the renter offered Mr, James 300 Rupees to cease making it), it is harmless and admissible,
and that it will be sufficient, and indeed alone legal, to come down rigorously on all detected
&dultemtiom or counterfeits; but I request Government final orders on these two points, Beer
and Ginger-wine. My own inquiry leads me to think the Ootacamund memorial has MucH
overrated the evil of drinking supposed to exist in Ootacamund, as well as in Ginger-wine and
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Beer. The statistics of three months’ cases of “ drunkenness,” compared with the population,
are really light. I suspect the returns of ¢ Wellington” (the
Only twenty three cases in all fined by the  Furopeans) would show much heavier if examined. Copy
Sub-Magistrate and et l;y 1:h a  of license is enclosed. Mr. James has been on the Hills since
Police ; every drunken man being taken 4
np and fined oot high 45 1890), and is thoroughly respectable. His Ginger-wine cannot
ke s honestly be called a  spirituous liquor” any more than that
of Messrs. Dawson, Framjee, &c. All the lower classes of respectable Europeans (including the
Police Inspector) use it in their own houses, as cheap and wholesome. I inspected every shop
with Inspector Callagan, Serjeant Hallock, and the Tahsflddr. Mr. Inspector Callagan (who is
one of Mr. Robinson’s best men, and is familiar with large bazars at Arcot, Vellore, &e.) gives
it as his clear and decided opinion * that thereis Zess drinking at Ootacamund, for its size, than
at either of the former large places,” The European Catholic Priest of Ootacamund gives the
same testimony with others.

1. The Board observe that as regards Ginger-wine, Government, in paragraph 10 of their
Order dated 7th December last, Revenue Department,
; No. 2,329, directed their Pleader to bring the Circular of
the Foujdaree Adlat permitting its sale, &e., without license under re-consideration by that
Court. The Board have not yet learnt the result of this reference.

2. Asregards Beer shops, the Government directed that all the small shops should be
put down ; not merely because the liquor was thought to be little used by Natives, but also

because the licenses appeard to be used as a cover for selling other liquors. They also desired
that Mr. James’ license should be withdrawn.

3. It now appears that a Mr. Honeywell also makes Beer ; that the article manufactured is
good and wholesome, and that it is much unsed by Natives, to the reduction, as may be inferred,
of the consumption of spirits. Under these circumstances, the Board think it not unlikely that
Government may consent to withdraw their prohibition, and to allow a reasonable number of

respectable shops to be licensed for its sale ; the manufacture and sale being subject to proper
Police regulations and precautions,

in Cons., 10th December 1860, No. 6,413,

4. Mr. James appears to have appealed direct to Government regarding the revocation
of his license, and the Board need not touch on that point.

5. The Collector will stringently enforce the Abkari Law, and make full use of the newly
organized Police in preventing abuses.

 He will address the Board regarding the next lease in sufficient time to admit of the subject
being carefully considered.

6. Resolved that a copy of these Proceedings be submitted to Government, and their
orders solicited on paragraph 3.

(A true Copy and Extract.) A
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary,

No, 185. ORDER THEREON, 14th October 1861, No. 1,984,

1. The Goyernment have not yet learnt the result of the reference which the Magistrate of
Coimbatore was instructed by G. 0., No. 1,473, dated 24th J uly 1861, to make to the Foujdaree

Adalat through the Session Judge of that District, for a reconsideration of the ruling contained in
their Proceedings of the 25th August 1861,

2., The Board are informed that the Government have no objection to a reasonable number
of respectable shops being allowed for the sale of Beer ; the manufacture and sale of it being
subject to proper Police Regulations and precautions,

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government,
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