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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
10¢% October 1861.

i .,va\,‘,.M,V\,.,.Mw-,.,.,...,_.,,._,.,..,.,

AR AT ﬂ,_.M-~w“~wwM~Mww

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated Ist June 1861,
No. 2,814 :—
Read again letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 4th March 1861, No. 47.
(In Cons., gth March 1861, No. 1,469.)
Read also the following letters from the same Officer on the same subject :—
No. 73, dated 13th, in Cons., 17th April 1861, No. 2 326.
I 30th April, in Cons., 4th May 1861, No. 2,761.
100, + ;,  Bthyin Cous, Tlth May 1861, No. 2,882.
s T 14th, in Cons., 90th May 1861, No. 3,061.
1. Ordered that the above letters be submitted to Government with reference to the pre-
vious correspondence relative to the grant of land on the
[a Suns., 18th April 1861, No. 2,265. Neilgherries to Mr. Rae, and specially to the Proceedings of
Government, dated 12th April 1861, No. 819, Revenue
Department.
' 9, In those Proceedings Government Were pleased to
00111;‘;“?@“5*;%‘;‘{ dated 4th March and yecord their opinion that the Burghers had failed to make
; out a title to any part of the land selected by Mr. Rae, but
pplied by the two first letters above recorded was not then

as the evidence on this point su
Board’s opinion, entitled to great weight if not to be deemed

before Government, and is, in the
sonclusive on the point at issue,

notice of Government.
3. The evidence in support of the Burghers’ claim is afforded by the testimony of the

Curnum and neighbouring villagers, by the existence of an old rude anicut and portion of a
channel, and by the entry in the Burghers’ Pattas of the 14 Bullahs, or about 40 Cawnies of grass
land, which it is asserted 1s included in the particular Jand occupied by Mr. Rae.

weighed Mr. Rae’s unsupported assertion that the

they consider it their duty to bring the matter again under the

4. Against this evidence has to be
claimants’ land is not included in bhis occupation. ; ;
5. Itis scarcely necessary for the Board to remark that independently of the fact that

Mr. Rae caunot possibly be in a position t0 give evidence on this point from his own know-

ledge, his denial of the truth of the evidence adduced on the opposite side is altogether insuffi-

cient to upset it.
6. Inan unenclosed country like the Hills, itis necessarily the case that the evidence as
to the occupation of grass land in a particular spot must be to some extent imperfect, and in the

present instance the Board would balance probabilities.

7. There is unquestionable evidence of former occupation ; there is the narrative of the
reason for the change in the nature of that occupation which is perfectly compatible with the
probabilities of the case; there is the inclusion in the Pattas, for a long series of years, of the
extent of grass land claimed and described by name ; and there is the evidence of a considerable
number of witnesses to the asserted fact that the land so described is included in that occupied

by Mr. Rae.
8. There is also the inherent improbability of so favorably situated a Jocality in the vicinity

of their village being left unoecupied by the Burghers; its advantages being sufficiently evidenced

by Mr. Rae’s selection of it for his experiment-
9. The Board consider that the cumulative evidence cannot be set aside by Mr. Rae's
lands are not included in his occupation.

unsupported assertion that the Burghers’ grass
for decision, and will

10. The Board will Jeave the point in the hands of Government
merely remark that should they on re-consideration see fit to admit the Burghers' claim to the
land, and right to compensation if the land is retained, Mr. Rae is also entitled to consideration




i e it s e o T S RGN

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue I
10tk October 1861.

e

epartment,

from the fact that his taking “ immediate possession” was sanctioned by Governwent in their

Proceedings of 21st September 1860, No. 1,685, Revenue
Department, without reference to the Collector ; that Mr. Rae
on the strength of that permission has incurred considerable
expense in the formation of seed beds, cooly lines, manager’s bungalow, &c., which must be a
serious loss to him were he now to be required to abandon the Spot ; and that the complication
having mainly resulted from the Telegram despatched to him by Government, it may faitly be
required that Government should bear the chief portion of any expense to be now incurred in
compensating the Burghers for the relinquishment of their right. To refer them to an action at

Law for the establishment of thejr claims, is simply equivalent to a denial of justice with a
people of their rude habits and imperfect civilization,

1. The only other point that the Board will mention 1is that the right of way claimed,
through the land selected by Mr. Rae,

‘ is altogether unquestionable, but the Board understand
that Mr, Rae does not desire to Oppose the passage of men or laden cattle in ch
but objects to the passage of herds of g

razing cattle. The objection is,
reasonable, and may be allowed when compensation
settled.

In Cons , 24th September 1860, No. ¢,791,

arge of drivers,
in the Board's opinion,
for the occupation of the land has been

12.  On the ol
of the draft lease,
to make any re
and Mr. Rae it appears intended to

bjections raised by Mr. Rae to the terms

the Board do not feel culled on at present

mark, as those objections are not before

address Government direct on the subject.

The difficulty regarding the wood on the land, has been

In Cons,, 13th April 1861, No. 2,265, removed by the Government Order of 12th April 1861,
No. 819, Revenue Department.

Collector's letter, dated 30th April 1861,

them in detail,

13. As to the allotment in another locality of the

Collector's letter, dated 8th May 1301, balance of the land granted by Government beyond what has

been taken up in the Sholoor valley, the Collector already

possesses ample authority, in the Board's opinion, to dispose of any um;bjcclionable application

on the subject which Mr. Rae may make to him.  Goverument .ha\'ing already in the case of

- Colonel Woodfall declined to make any further grants on the terms allowed to My. Rae, the

Board cannot support Mr, Rae's application that his grant of grass land be increased from 200
to 600 acres.

3 14, The letter of latest date above recorded does not
Collector's letter of 14th May 1861, . require any remarks from the Board beyond the reiteration
of their opinion that the C

ollector has authority to assign the
ernment in any unobjection

able locality other than the Sholoor
regret that Mr. Rae should have adopted so discourteous a
local representative of Government.

balance of the land granted by Goy
valley, and an expression of their
tone of correspondence towards the

15, Mr. Rae is in error in sta

ting the extent of the Burghers' claim as 40 Bullahs. It is
but little over 14 Bullahs, or 40 Cawnies,

(A true Extract,)
(Signed) W, HUDLESTON, Secretary.

—————

ORrpER THEREON, 10th October 1861, No. 1,965,

1. With reference to the Proceedings of Government, date
declaring the opinion that the Burghers had failed to

selected by Mr. H. D. Rae on the Neilgherries for "Te
several letters from the Collector of Coimbatore,
Burghers 1o compensation for the

No. 147.

4 12h April 1861, No. 819,
make out a title 1o any part of the land
a culture, the Board of Revenue submit

. bringing under notice again, the ¢laim of the
't patta land now granted 1o My, Rue,
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No. 4,782.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF ReveNuE, dated 6th April 1861.

Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. D. SIM,
. Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated 4th March 1861, No. 47 :—

pe .

1. 1 have already replied to the _Board on the grass Puttahs of the Hills, and with reference
to paragraph 4 of Captain Morgan’s letter, now sent to me with Board's Proceedings of 12th
February 1861, No. 803, I have only to observe that Captain Morgan’s remarks, are in error, and
too indefinite and general to be susceptible of particular answer. .-

2. If Captain Morgan will specify and instance the © personal experience” he refers to, it
would be satisfgetory. Any difficulty egperienced by his brother-in-law Mr. Rae, cannot certainly
be adduced ; it arises entirely from Mr. Rae having salected and appropriated, without delay, land
on which the Burghers had a real and fair, and not a ¢ more than dubious” claim ; they had paid
for it from 12 to 15 years, ander the roles, an | on the terms laid down by the Board for the
whole District. Captain Morgan’s general sratement that ¢ nearly the whole of the Hills is held
“ by the Burghers on a more than dubious title of a grazing Puttah,” and the statements

following, are ab variance with the real facts.

3. The Burgher Puttahs are and ought to be as valid and sacred to them as any other
leases, and no claims of their’s are admitted, but such as after due inquiry are found to be fair
and just. I request Captain Morgan to specifu any one instance of any “ preposterous sum” being
ever paid to the Burghers; though, where fairly their own, they have a fair right to fix their own
- terms, or hold theic own. If speculators like Mr. Rae select the most fertile valleys in the

neighbourhood of: populous Burgher villages, they cannot fairly suppose the Burghers (200 years .
cultivators of the Hill,) have not had_the common sense and, observation also’and long before
to choose the same desirable localities ; if their land is now coveted, they should be fairly boight
out, not ousted an ignored. The Burghers’ legal and fair right to the best part of the valley
(originally sclected, M. Rae himself informed me, by Captain Morgan) now occupied by Mr. Rae,
is as legal and indefeasible as any Furopean lease on the Hills.

4. As to ¢ colonization being impossible,” and land: unobtainable, 1t is not easy to answer
such vag:u.z and broad assertion, ualess Capiain Morgaun will explain Aow. Iknow of no single instance
in which Burgher claims, unless real, have stood in the way of any Huropean enterprize. I beg
Captain Morgan may be called on to state any one instance he knows, and on which he founds so
sweeping and general an assertion. Doubtless, inteltigent Luropeans select the best lands on the
Hills, and Burghers (who are at least practicul agriculturists) the same; and the Burghers having
been here before the Furopeans, it is patural andlikely that both parties should occasionally meet
on the same spots ; often temporarily left by the Burghers (the old occupants). Such is not the case
in Mr. Ra¢’s land, and to satisly the Board (who may be misled by Mr. Rae’s and Captain Morgan’s

; & iatements), 1 beg t0 enclose translation of a report from the Tahsildar containing
B R ke purport of the depositions taken by him, verified and corroborated by my own

* eareful and personal inquiry.

5 As t§ Government giving Teq manipulators, it ever advisable, it i at present quite
premature. There is no tea to manipulate. Captain Mnm's plantation of only a f'ew acres, abont
seven years old, is at present anworked, his time and capital being expended in extensive Qoffae lands,
in Coorg ; and Mr. Rae has only just ‘begun to pub in young plants. [le has a few old planfs
(COllected from various private gardens on the Hills, and transferred to his plalltatio.n), but if
such, when stripped, gavea basket full of leaves, and a few tea cups of infusion, they will not, for

five or seven years, be a raal experimznt, OF need an imported manipulator. In fact, Dr. Cleghorn's

recommendation seems to me at present quite premature,
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1x Coxs. 1778 APRIL 1861, No. 2,326.

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq. Collector of COIMBATORE,
dated Ootacamund, 13th April 1861, No. 73.
No. 1,010 of the 95th February, 1 beg to observe several

In reply to Board’s Proceedings;
of the points noticed by the Board have been already explained inmy subsequent letter of 4th

March 1861, No. 47.

9. The grass puttahs of the Burghersare ot « merely shifting Puttahs,” though some may
be so, they are usually sufficiently defined ; and in all cases (like the present) of" \’:)iuﬁ})le_
they are permzmemly adhered to and paid for,

land, in a watered valley and near their villages,
: according to the Board’s own rules, and the practice allowed throughout
% At Sholoor. the district. The land here® held by the Burghers was originally cultivated,

. and is still cultivable and good (as proved by Mr. Rae choosing it), and has
only been continued at grass, because it was 2 sheltered valley, well watered and most valuable
for grazing their cattle, and they have cultivated an equal area elsewhere. ok

3. The six Puttahs translated aré forwarded. ;

4. The evidence in the 24 depositions taken by the Tahsildar, and before stated personally

to myself on the spot, are already before the Board. A '
s, and © compensation“ payable, depends (on the hills as

5. The * value” of land on the nll

elsewhere) of course on the relative value of the soil, locality, water and other such points.
Perhaps in all fairness a Burgher as well as any one else, should be allowed to put his own value
on his own land (as much as onhis cattle, house or grain), which he has held and paid for, openly

and under recognised rules, for 12 or 15 years and more.
6. And cuch has usually been the course. 1 have refrained from interfering in any way be-

?WEén purchasers, unless when appealed t0 either by Europeans or Burghers. For instance, General
e ~ Dyce, eight years back, wishing for a particular spot of building land near
# Much of it waste, (Coonoor, held by Burghers, paid 1,000 Rupees for 37% cawnies, Sir Ww.
Ao ‘Burton offered the Todars at Coonoor for the site of an old mund grass land
only, of about two cawnies, 500 Rupees. Lord Elphinstone when Governor offered 500 Rupees

.(thé_bag of Rupees were carried down to the Todars and declined) for a Gmilar guantity at
’ A « Fairlawns,” near Ootacamund. The same sum was offered many years ago

About?2 Cawnies. for an open space (of the Podars), a good building site, in & wom_l above

Mr. Dawson’s, with other instances. Tn fact, both Todars and Burghers have
% For view, &c. obtained from Furopeans desiring coveted and desirable® sites (long occu;?ied
by the hill tribes, though of little intrinsic value), varicus and large prices

o |
and good

t‘;‘}{,ﬁﬁﬁ;’%ﬁﬁ?ﬁg&‘, from 10, 90, 30 up to 70 and 100 Rupees per pawny,jf and even m?re.r
Barracks now stand, 7. No Juropean _wo_ulc_l submit to be ousteéd without compensation,
T do not see why the

cld and paid for, for 15 years; and

from 35 to 70 were
ither admit nor support any

paid to the Burghers. from land he had b
fairly proved (and I ne

Some of the Puttahs are Burgher rights, where

dated as far back s fieitious claims), should be less comsidered, They would not have been so

16 and 17 years. : @ h
under Sir Charles Trevelyan. As the Board call on me to state  what the

Rae's land, should be,” I think 20 Rupees per cawny the very
The Burghers would undoubtedly ask 1xlure.'lv{f.Rie'sh6uld
¢ he settled down ou and used their land, and ought now
These are the fair and simple facts

4 on the Burgher land (though in violation of
1 see no other fair solution, but

cbmpensation, if allowed on Mr.
lowest that could be fairly allowed.
have agreed with the Burghers befor

either to pay them fairly, or exclude their land from his grant.

of the case; but as Mr. Rae has built and plante
him now to remove.

existing rights), it is hardly practicable for
compensation t0 the Burghers,
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Tn Cox, 41t MAY 1861, No, 2,761,

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq. Collector of COIMBATORE,
dated Ootacamund, 30th April 1861, No. 89.

Board’s Proceedings of 25th February, No. 1,010, and the Govern-

I beg to acknowledge the
61, No. 819.

ment ¢ Order thereon,” dated 12th April 18
: 9. I much regret that the Government should deem it necessary to cen-

% me for what 1 can truly say has been an unpleasant, though an obyious duty.

sur
from which I have not shrunk, though it would have saved me much trouble to have acquiesced in
all Mr. Rae's demands, and what appeared t0 be the Government view of the case; but 1 am per-

suaded that Government had been led t0 that view, without fall information and knowledge of the .
facts; and L should have failed in a duty 1 have always endeavored to perform (of protecting the
weaker party, the native, in his just rights) had I not, as local officer here, with full knowledge of
the real case and facts, pleaded the fair claims of the Burghers who strongly appealed 'to me to

# Paragraph 4.

do so- )

3. 1 shall of course obey whatever orders Government please at any time to jssue on
Mr. Rae’s or any other case, but with all deferencé 1 must once more repeat thab the Burgher rights
and claims in this case, are just and undeniable ; that they would stagd good in any Court of Law,
and that they cannot be fairly of justly ignored. When the order of Government of 12th April
1861 was penned by Mr. Secretary Bourdillon, MY report to the Board of 15th idem, No. 73,

with the old puttahs and other evidence o the Burghers’

1 beg also to refer t0 paragraphs 3 and 4 of Gde could mot have been received; the Government had

my letter to the Board of Revemue © ; ;
March, No. 47. not the whole case before them, it was still before the
Board when the Order of 12th April 1861 was issued.

4, 1In fair justice to the hill tribes, I respectfully request a re-consideration, on 2 full reference
to the whole facts of the case. 1 would rather risk the censure of ‘Government, than of my own
ho officially look to me-

conscience in not defending the fair rights of those ¥
5. To refer the simple and anlettered hill tribes

Tt is also indispensable and fair that the old o o Coutt of Law™ to regain possession of their 0WA

and undoubted mght of way, the only one ; >
long occupied land, from which they have now been ous-

thro;dgh the vaﬂeas, :;:xould n?]t be ﬂ:}oppcd utp

b .B:antB ers will agree 10 : /-

LB the one he has o wi‘ﬁim:; out, e most  ted would be to refer them to a remedy they would nei-
d nor resort to; they will rather succumb

gonvenient t0 himself: By ther understan
e and submit to their loss, and 1 as their official protectors

am the more bound to support their just rights, and I beg the Government Wil excuse me for so

doing. _ ;
%. 1 stake my long official revenue service and characte, my knowledge of these hills, their
tribes, and their language and habits, on {he truth and justice of the Burghers’ claim to compen-
sation, now too hastily jgnored. The hill tribes 10 doubt must gradually retire before European
but they have an undoubted claim to compensahion, either from Mr. Rae

or from Government, o so retiring. Encouragement to the European, inV

native, is not, I am sure, 3 course Governmnent would knowingly adopt. .
= Mr. Rae has himself proposed, in o subsequent letter taking other land,
Copy enclosed. ¢ if admitting the Burgher claims. 1 would rather, for the sake of the experi=
ment, see the Burghers compensated and Mr. Rae be allowed to remain though that is, by no

means, what the Burghers desire. :
8. To put the Board in full possession of what has passed, I beg to send copies of Mr. Rae’s
and my own further letters.. On Mr. Rae's letter of 12th April 1861, No. 7, " & neg&onl,y‘makp r

afew remarks. In reference to his remarks paragraph % that ¢ o cultivator would assent to the

g o olying injustice to the
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861, No. 2,882

Collector of GOIMBATORE, '
8th May 1861, No. 100.

s more of grass land,

I Coxs. 11TH May 1

B. THOMAS, Esq-
dated Ootacamund,

cther application for 400 acre

From E.

nest a fu
he now holds.

as already ample
1 cannot conscien

@ :
1 beg to forward at Mr. Rae’s req

“ on same tenure and stipulations” as
9. Being of opinion that Mr. Rae b

area, and far beyond any other applicants
it will be, T think, su

latitude given him, both in terms and
tiously recommend his fresh application 3
ficient to entertaid it when he has fully cultivated the 240 already given fo
him. But the Board and Government will order what they deem right in the matter. ;
3. T have seen the land at Mr. Rae’s request ; there are’no claims upon it but a small one
which he (here) proposes to omit. The plot of groun joins 100 cawrlies‘ applied for by Reverend
Ar. Laseron; and if conceded to Mr: Rae, will V0 ity and anomaly of 100 held
: by Mr. Laseron at full payment at 0nce, and 400 by Mr. Rae at seven
A‘“‘{lﬁ’“’ miécst ke %‘.’°1°°r' years entire freedom of rent, being part of the sameé valley and
and nearex ofacamun dlvlded only by a fence'
Ere. L .
=Application for 400 acres mOore of grass land.

Exc. 2.
that he may pbe put in immediate possession of the

”

Assmcr
400 acres of grass

Ans'mAc'r.—-Requests
Jand applied for by him.

Exd, J. Tulloche
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