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 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
17th September 1861.

M

I
No, 178,  Read the following letter from D. MACPHERSON, Esq., M. p., Inspector General
of Hospitals, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated (on the tour of Inspection) Rangoon, 24th July 1861, No, 46 :—.

SIR,

1. Consequent on the nature of my duties within these Provinces during the past four:
months, copies of Captain Morgan’s and Mr. Melvor’s letters and the Government order thereon,
bearing on my report to you, dated 5th Febraary, No. 7, only reached me a few days since. "

9, With regard to his (Captain Morgan’s) remarks and criticisms on my public reports to i:.
Government in matters relating to the introduction of Cinchona into India, I feel it incumbent
on me to reply as follows.

3. 1In the first paragraph of his letter dated 28th March last, No. 418, Captain Morgan
asserts © that the existence of certain discrepancies between my first and second reports invalidates
the whole of my remarks, and render my information of no value.”” On this he proceeds to show,

The first ¢ discrepancy,” which relates to the subject of elevation” for the growth of
Cinchona trees, asserting that in my letter No. 1, I condemn what I recommend in letter No. 8.
Had Captain Morgan quoted correctly, he should have said that in the former I stated nothing
from my own knowledge. I merely reported the result of experiments made in Java, specially
observing in the same paragraph from which he quotes, * but the best clevations have yet to be
ascertained.” 1In the latter 1 gave my opinion as directed, on what appeared to me to be the
best plan to pursue in our experiments ; an opinion, as far as relates to the Dodabett and Coorg
sites, I still maintain to be correct.

The second instance of “discrepancy” relates to the southern decline” of the hill
being recommended in my Java report, whereas in my Neilgherri letter I state that the northern
is the best.” Captain Morgan is correct ; and I am indebted to Mr, Mclvor's superior knowledze
in Horticulture, as graphically described in paragraph 8 of his letter, for * bringing conviction
to my mind by his unanswerable arguments.”

4, Paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of Captain Morgan’s Tetter call for no observations.

5. Captain Morgan states in paragraph 7 of his letter, that I incorrectly describe the
Dodabett site, as consisting of ““disintegrated granile or masses of trap protruding on the
surface.” The rock he says ¢ is gaeiss, the superstratum is decomposed Felspar and Hornblende,
¢ the former yielding 11 per cent. of potash, a most valuable ingredient for forming alkali”
(what is potash but an alkali), ““and the latter supplies 18 per cent. of lime.” Now as gneiss
“is a slaty or secondary granite, as when granite passes by several perceptible gradations into
“ gneiss” (7ide Humble's Dictionary of Geology), and as “ Z'rappean rocks are composed of two
“ minerals, Felspar and Hornblende” (Vide Lyall's Geology, page 463), Captain Morgan's
assertion is only opposed to mine in terms dissimilar, but of corresponding signification. Such

‘being the case, in Captain Morgan's own words the Dodabett site  is a very indifferent situation.”

6. . Captain Morgan, in observing on the word “ marl” used by me in my Neilgherri letter,
says, “now marl is a compound of clay and lime of which we have none ou these hills,” e
forgets that in four lines above this remark, e alludes to the presence of 13 per cent. of lime
in the composition of the substratum, on the Dodabett site. Lyall, at page 13, states that the
« word marl is used ambiguously and is applied to substances in which there is no lime, as to
¢ the red loam, usually called red marl in certai parts of England. Agriculturists are in the
“habit of calling any soil marl which falls to pieces readily on exposure to the air.” It was i‘:f!
its agricultural signification that T applied the term, the construction alone which a practical
gardener like Mr. Weir or Mr. Spruce employed it.

7. Captain Morgan discovers other  discrepancies” in my Statements, which are as easily
demolished as the above have been, But I have more important duty on hand than to waste
time in confuting assertions by ofie, who criticises my official acts in the style which pervades
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‘ No. 179. ORDER TuEREON, 17th September 1861, No. 1,836,
1. 1In this letter Dr, Macpherson makes certain obsery
to the Cinchona experiment, recorded in G. O. 16th April
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gret that the discussion of an important

N a course which has been tinged, however slightly, with personal

(Signed) J, D, SIM,

Seeretary to Government,
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