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e« Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue. bep'artment,
Tth September 1861.

No. 74. Read the following letter from G.N. TAYLOR, Esq,, Infm Commissibner to

J. D. SIM Esq. Secx:etary to Government, Revenue Depa i
3 rtment, Fort
dated Vellore, 26th August 1861, No. 53 :,— g7l

* Sir,

’ With reference to the Order of Government, dated 19th August 1861, No. 1,668, I have
the honor to submit as therein directed, the further remarks of my Special Assistant C. ltangé
Chéarlt in reference to the Pediirii Darkast case in Nellore District,

From . RANGA CHARLU, Special Assistant to the Iném Commissioner, to G. N. TAYLOR,

Esq., Indm Commissioner, dated Camp Vellore, 26th August 1861, No. 2.

Sig, e

1. 1 begto acknowledge the receipt of the order of Government, dated 19th instant,
No. 1,668, in which they kindly allow me an opportunity of explaining myself in the matter of
the charges brought against me by the Collector of Nellore, with reference to the further inquiry
held by that Officer. Lam labouring under great disadvantage in having to contend against
opinions already formed ; but [ feel confident that Government will grant me a patient hearing in
a matter which so deeply concerns my official character. In obedience to the injunctions of
Government to be brief and to the point, I beg to confine myself to the few points to which the
present Proceedings of the Board of Revenue have narrowed the subject, referring to the
Collector’s letter and former papers only, so far as they may be necessary to elucidate the above

.

pomls. .
2. The Board consider “ first that Mr. Elton was kept in ignorance of the Tahsilddr's report
4 « regarding the ownership of the Tope wheu he prepared his Endorsement;" and in paragraph 4
s they go on to observe that the ostensible connection of the Head Munshi “is that he counter-
“signed the order issued to the Tahsfldar” and they “do not consider that this act necessarily
“ imples knowledge of, or participation in the earlier details of the affair.”  This leats in doubt,
. who is considered to be the offending party that kept Mr, Elton in ignorance of the Tahsildér’s
e Arzee, especially as th.e Head Munshi is exculpated. It is bu¥ fair for me, th#t so far as I am
N ‘ concerned, the matter should be more clearly determined, as I was in the first instance accused of
having concealed the Arzee. 2 e &2, SO CR RTINS

&3

3. I cannot at this distance of time remember how the Petition ﬁﬁt came to my har
I Af‘,'-

s T have already admitied that the Razinama was taken before me; and while the matt
: pending, a second Petition from the Darkéstdér having been received from the Board of Reve

in November 1858, it was referred toﬁi‘aHemiMlmsfﬂﬂﬁé

‘ . ® Paragraph 16 of Mr. Dykes second letter.  the records of the case were sent for and tfansfetted-‘ﬁ,’éﬁm &5
‘ & S by the Collector. This is shown® by the Petition Register
t Paragraph 9 of the translation of a Peti- oy i the Collector’s Office, and it is also supportedt by a

, ! tion submitted with my ﬁrstexpla.nltionv et b -
e Paragraphs 6 and 18 of Mr. Dykes' sccond  Petition addressed to thepresent Collector by the Darkdstddr

: : aor: in November 1859, prior to the present inquiry. The Head
3 Pamgraph 20 of Mr. Dykes’ sccond letter.  writer Mr. D'Silver ‘the ‘only disinterested party that was
FRe e ex_anjined in ﬁn.ugp Beﬁg,eg;t that, when the' draft of the
endorsement in Mr. Elton's own handwriting came to his Off ce to be fair-copied it was accom-
he Head Munshi’s handwriting. It was an order of Mr. Elton

panied by a Memorandum in th Maun: _
that such Memoranda should be preserved by the ‘H riter until the disposal of the cases

to which they xela’te};g. The Proceedings of the Board of Revenue on the endorsement was not
. referred to me, but to the Head Munshi ; and the final Takid was prepared by him or under his
B oy ; ~ orders as shown by the Takid bearing culy his counter-
' : * Puragraph 9 of Mr. Dykes' sccond letter.  signature. By the practice* of  the District which was
A scrupulously observed, orders prepared in the® Sarishtaddrs
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3 Department or passed by them, invarabl%bore their counter-signature,
4. Tlsnot all this, I respectfully *submit, conelusive evidence, as conclusive as could
Afurnished by the records of any Office, and not based on the interested statewents of pariice
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Proceedings of the Madyras Gover

nment, Revenye Department,
Tth Septempe, 1861,

desirous of evading responsibility, to proye that my connection with ghe Case terminated with

the taking of the Razinama, and that I haq nothing o do ity its ultimate disposal, which was

transferred from my hands ¢o the Head Myyg

hi, Against this the Collector can only put forward
the denial of the Head Munshi himself, poy his Sarishtndﬁr. i

5. The Collectop then remarks® thay i was incumbent
on .

s ————

« Paragraph 15 of Mr, Dykes' second letter,

1e fact thyt there was
Presume thig is the fault of omission
§ Proceedings.

the matter was not taken up fo
made, what orders were recei
I am unable to comprehend what wag
of marked censure, I could not haye Supposed thy, th

read or the Collector would haye forgotton ¢, have reaq ¢, him, after having
it the only record in the case, the 'I‘ahsildﬁr’s feport which was €Xpressly
petition, and with reference to which the endorsement to the Boarq of Re
pared whatever conclusion therefore Government may come to op the q
Tahsfld4r’s Arzee was known to the Collecto

T Or wag concealed
shown sufficient grounds to acquit me of any blame direct or

expressly called for
nade on the Board's

’
; atter
6. But there is every reason {0 suppose thqy the Tahsflqgy Arzee was nq, kept from the
knowledge of Mr. g
¥ Paragraph 9.

on ;

paragraph of his present letter argues that o g
this point would be attributing to him conduct
a betrayal of confidence. But to suppose tha

dinates is a reflection upon his co * The fact jg, ¢,
part of the case was disposed of by Mr, Elton oy ittle Importan e which he attached
to it. Mr. Elton’s decision must be judged by the i

appeared, and without presuming to re-gpep , decision 4
on its merits, I earnestly and respectfully soljei, that
to decide whether Mr, Elton’s decision wag not reasg
present before him and his office 3 because the
present charge, and because the Board of Reve
being able to suspect my motives or prove my
seriously for the results which are
concern I had in the early proceedi

Governmey will

nable under the
Justice of that

80 far go into the case ag
ircumstances whic
) decision affects the whole
nue in Paragraph 3 of their p
onnection i) that dec
Supposed to haye flowed from, it
ngs of the cyge,
7 R Dérkastdgr applied for a piece of Waste land 44 field No. 139,
possession of it as field No. 139 by the village authoritjeg under the orders of the T
cultivates it ; a few months after the Curnum elajms it ag his private tope field N
Collector, his Najh Sarishtadérs, who Preceded me ang ghe Tahstlqg, decide it 1o
private tope during the Jamabandi, The Dérkastdgy appeals to the Board of
sawe Tahsildar to whom the petition was referred again reports thy
No. 139, but a tope adjoining field No. 139 planted by some unkng
which was used for the Siva Pagoda; that portions of jt huq been o¢
that in the remainder there Were trees at the tye ends, but e

h were
of the
roceedings without
ision condemn e very
» simply op account of the

He is put iy
ahsilddr gng
0. 69, The
the Curnym’s
Revenue; the
titis not fielq No. 69 or
Wh person gle produce of
cupied by different Ryots ;

t in the centre whera the

tment,
] the Madras Government, Revenue Departm
e 10 Tth September 1861,

-

rforms
» the land, as he pes
orta ; and that the Darkastddr may h;‘:i - Memor,andum which was
Dirkastddr cultivated gAnoth,er Tahsildar in the interval i i uestion was field No. 139
charities to the Pagods. f the above Tahsildér oy qtg the Collector is unable
submitted with the report o Amidst these contradicting staten:lenid,ing ke i
applied for and not the Topl:lieve that his former deliberate order i(:nise with the Clirnmn Who
tf Eome to a decision, or to késtdér, tired of delay, px'ef"el's 8. comps the land. . “The Collestor
tope was wrong. The Dl:r thoughts of prosecuting his claims ::d existence of private rights
by Nesbie, 65 util)l:cmef i fronrdl tl;eit: lll)}:a‘i)::g a charitable tope, by sayi;g
ing thus got over the 1 ised, on the ground o : ; so that whether the
g;:ofes of the other Obje'm:[:‘el:entr; where the Darkéstdér clumi:;f:ble to the Darkastdar.
that there were no t;;*‘s l!:he adjoining tope land, it W;S equﬂtl. Ze :f the District at the disposal
. 139, or ist are by the practi h The
land was field No : cease to exist a : essment from them.
i table topes astdars and derive an ass 3 ot th
ds on which chari r to Darkds 1 y ion of the lan )
ffm(}rosvernmeﬂt i Joke chemmiiz to the Darkastdars ge“".lg P:;s?t::r way come forward
bjection to Cuarnum, nor did they mn a tslon hias been
villagers had no G favor of the Curnum, which the above decis :
decision in in going into the groundsupon : oiits bo-dedide
the subsequent Without again going i to leave it to Governm
. 4 . illagers, I beg to her it is not what
during fouh S9eTA he representations of the. o lton’s decision, and whethe
Itered, upon the . g asonable in Mr, Elton ; of the case as they th?ﬂ
:r(;::t:ér there is anything s?l;‘:afpected t pass noden i Ic}rc\;mst:é‘:::t that Government will
ay be natura to the contrary, I feel co '
any Collector it d grounds are shown
Until good g

r.

believe that M in the case. Razinama by which.one
mpgh e e i (lln ned ith aving shwied siot exec;;edwi:hout right to the manifest
em e 3 ther equa
8. I am next con : resigned it to ano
X n the tope = the Collector. -~ 3
party haviog no pTOPerZ it may authptity fhamHi from the Collector, but it was in
detriment of the villagers, baving had | any expeds aut.homy ’ sdingsbafore the Sarishtadés
NI l'ememb(‘;rllt:lc'torg’s office tohold preliminary Pmced : :ﬁen Mr. Elton, used the
; st _ |
the usual course of.every t:e final approval of the ColleCt;ri;; his. Takid as having been t e
which were all subject to t, and subsequently re.feﬂ‘? 03 be reasonably presumed that it had
Razinama in his endéol"en:;:t’tested it with his initials !},: mﬂ}’“m "
ishtadéar, an ’ lame me in the matter. . t of the
fore the Saris casion to blam ifest detrimen
zfsoappmvul’ T TS that the Razinama was i ;.hett:nlope‘on the ground at
10. I have already ,hodwu o complaint, and there was in fac
s : en
The villagers ma

g d; and there
irs in possession of the land ; e o
emselves had put the Darkéstdal:uanml:der any circumstances the Razi

villagers. b .
illagers t i kel 15 asiaw
) an‘lift:e :(l) shgow that any in] ury-:;”itl.lk o ’ other. It was
b : (;:ac; Eo necessary ‘wnnecwmd"('il not transfer the right of one party to an
nam ¢ ]
Razinama
Further, the

claims having been
‘ ’s claims having
’ M Thﬂ late C“"“_lm d thﬂt
= o t;lﬁ'e::rmer decision of the Colle:tor,c :‘:ﬂ gig
M e s .
Dyke's first letter. reeogm:;ef} by:gain under re-investigation, the
f Mr. Dyke's laim being
Paragraph 6 0 C

: ing the matter between
is clai oo i L 1 satis-
rh gt ptosec':“_’ : t:h;;r::;.n g The Collector could not feel
and other claiman

nUM Was erroneous,
e . or of the Culfﬂ § s a
is former deliberate decm.:on m‘{z;e Razinama after six months’ delay
factorily convinced that hlsld:r assisted in that decision, an
ac Tahsildar
3 the same
especially as

ting its merits in
ithout affecting i
ifficult part of the caa.a with Rl R e
etting at rest one di ion for the Razinama if the
ken as s e o
had to be ta

. t rid of a
: Yazinama simply go
There could have bee Ouroum’s claim. The Razi tor could have attached
other respects. lusive against the ' rtance the Collec
Tahsildér's report conclus t all diminish whatever impo
a : ’
i d did not a 3 he circumstances
btful point, an il mind the v
(tl: ‘:he other features of lh? iy this distance of time to reca’ll (;;;i ::;7 T ey erefO}'e bages
12, Ifind it impowblefi:;i‘s case through the Collector [:ered fr:) m the records—with suc
connected with the pmgressnosuch information as is to be gat
lanations upo
the above exp

ve shown.
impeachable evidence I hope 1 have sh
un

h
on renounced
?::Igi‘:kséstdér, the Collector,
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i T IERE it i
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenu

Tth September 1861,

e Department,

(1.) That the Razinama had the approval of the Collect
ests that were apparent, and had not at al] the effect of decidi
Curnum whose claims have been from the firg; condemned,

(%) That my connection with the
could have had nothing to do with the ultima

or; that it compromised no jnter-
ng the case except as against the

ase terminated with the Razinama, and I had and
te disposal when it was taken away from my hands,

m the knowledge of the Collector, at all events by
indirectly for his decision if it is deemed un

(3.) That no records were kept fro
me, and that I am not to blame directly or

reason-
able under the circumstances of the case,

s, they were themselves

J representations on the subject ; and when
they did afterwards complain, on the decision being attempted to be carried out, there was every
opportunity of rectifying the decision with the Bew circumstances that were present before the
present Collector so that no njury to the

villagers can be attributed to Mr Elton’s decision and
much less to the small concern I had in it

far I am deserving of the
roceedings, by which the
is first decision in favor of
al share in the second deci-

general and severe censure passed in Paragraph 3 of the Board’s p
Officers that preceded me, and who helped Mr. Elton to arrive at h
the Curnum, and the Officers that succeeded me who had the princip
sion of Mr. Elton that is now condemned

time complained, and a petition from the ding, allowed a Patta to be

issued for the first time to the Dirkastdgr, are passed over, and al] the possible consequences of
Mr. Elton’s decision are undeservedly attributed to me. I use the word possible as no injury
‘has been actually sustained by the villagers,

4. As to the Board’s condemnation on the tone of my former ex
allowance will be made for the feelings under which Ih
unexpectedly condemned in unusually sever
and on points upon which my innocence,
represent the hardship of my case clearly
sincerely to apologize for them.

15 In conclusion, I beg to add that under the express desire of Government
considered it proper to abstain from going into a more detailed ex
noticed in the Collector’s letter. But | feel
value to the unsupported statements of the
more or less concerned in the case were natur.

planation, I'hope some
ad to write i, I found myself,
e terms without an opportunity of explaining myself,

I believe to be apparent, and if ip my anxiety to
L have been drawn into any improprieties, [ beg

» I have
planation on all he points
confident that Government will atiach the proper

persons examined before the Collector who being
ally desirous of evading responsibility,
No. 75. ORDER THEREON, 7th September 1861, No. 1,783,

1. With his letter recorded above, t
his Special Assistant called for in G. 0.
on reviewing the Board’s Proceedings o
desirable for Ranga Charlu to have an
Collector’s report, seemed to have b
Revenue in May last.

he Infm Commissioner forwards the explanation from
19th August last, No, 1,668, when the Government,
f' 24th July, No, 3,951,. considered that it would be
Opportunity of clearing up such points as, from the
een in doubt when My, Dykes addressed the Board of
2]

2. The Government have given their best consideration to

papers . already recorded on the subject to which it refers,
Ranga Charlu that they cannot
conduet in connection with it as
notice,

this explanation and to the

They resolve now to inform
approve his proceedings in the case jn question, or regard his

satisfactory, the case is not, however, one that calls for further

(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government.

.
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