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No. 850.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th June 1861,
' | : No. 3,278 :—

Read the following letter from H, A. BRETT, Esq., Collector of Salem, to W. HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Chepauk, dated 12th June 1861,

. No. 99.

I ¥ have the honor to bring to the Board's notice that Major Thompson, the Agent for the
Remount Depét at Usur, having applied to me in December last for 24 and odd acres of land
which he required to enable him to grow Lucerne and Guinea grass, and to extend the paddocks
of the Depdt, I ordered the Tahsildar of Usur to ascertain fron the owners on what terms they
were willing to part with the land, and to have the lands valued. T also requested the Sub-Collec-

¢

 tor at Usur to inspect the lands personally, and to give his opinion as to the proper price to be
paid to the owners. :

2. The Sub-Collector after personally inspecting the lands, has submitted the.enclosed
statement, giving the particulars of the lands, and the value set on them by certain Assessors

whom he appointed to make a valuation. 2

3. The lands required by the Agent, measuring Acres 24-11-3, assessed at Rupees 62-13-4,
comprise dry and wet lands, measuring Acres 23-17-2, assessed at Rupees 59-5-2 under occupa-
tion; Maniem lands, measuring Acres 0-25-7, assessed at Rupees 2-13-6 ; unoccupied land,
measuring Goontah 0-3-4, assessed at Rupee 0-10-8 ; and unassessed Government waste, Goon-
tah 0-4-12. “

4. With regard to the lands under occupation, the arbitrators appointed for the purposs
have estimated the purchase value at twenty times the assessment of the land in every case excepting
two. In one of the two cases excepted, the soil is supf)osed to be of an inferior quality, and on
that ground the Assessors have estimated the value at 15 years’ assessment. In the other case, the
land contains a valuable garden, the annual profits from which are estimated by the Assessors at
200 Rupées. This garden is said to contain valuable trees, viz., Areca Nut, Cocoanut, Plantain,
Jack, Mangoe, Pompelmoose, Lime, Orange, Loquots, Guava, Coffee, and Peach trees. The

aggregate extent of the garden (including several Survey fields)is Acres 3-38-7, assessed at

l{,\;pees 19-2-10, of which two acres are occupied with fruittrees, one acre is planted with Coffee, and
the rest is used for the cultivation of Sugar-cane and Plantains, The owner stated that the
garden had cost him 2,500 Rapees to raise, including the cost of a well. The Assessors have

estimated the purchase value of this garden at Rupees 1,535-6-8.

5. The Sub-Collector who personally inspected the lamis, is of opinion that the compen-
by the Assessors is fair and reasonable. In a remark attached to the Statement
he observes that the Assessors have valued the lands at the same rate at which the Government
sell lands for ¢ farming purposes on the hilly tracts, and for building sites under the recent

sation propos

“ freehold rules.”

6. The valuesct on the arable lands is not, I think, excessive, considering the average price
of agricultural produce during the last few years: In the case of the Punja lands, I estimate
the average net profit from dry land in the Balaghat Tilugs for one year during the last sevea
years at from 7 to 10 Rapees an acre. The price, therefore, which in the present case the land-
owners are willing to accept according to the sum at which the Sub-Collector values the land
(equivalent to twenty times the yearly assessments), is not more than from two to three years'
purchase. Mr. Smith reckons the value at so many annual assessments. He appears to think that
the waluation should be based on the assessment. In certain cases the Government permit the
land tax to beredeemed at twenty times the annual assessment, but to estimate the purchase value

. ol the land by the purchase value of the assessment, as if the one corresponded with the other, is

to confound two interests essentially opposed to each other. If the net profits should be
estimated by the Government assessment, they ought, according to the rule recently adopted in
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5. Itis proposed togive other land for the Ményam on the same terms as the present hOI;dmgS'.

(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) W, HUDLESTON, Secretary,
L
351 OrpER THEREON, 24th July 1861, No. 1,479.
s 1 'Referred to the Military Department for consideration,

: -
i hole 241 acres inclusive of four
that the compensation for the w 1 ; for
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be Rupees 894-10-4. (Signed) J. D. SIM,

o
Secretary to Government,
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