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Read the following Endorsement from the Secretary to the Government of India:—

Read the following letter from C. E. MIRUS, Esq., Chairman to the Chamber of
Commerce, Cochin, to the Secretary to the Government of India in the Revenue
Department, Fort William, Calcutta, dated Cochin, Sth May 1861.

S8Ry ~ A :
1. At a general meeting of this Chamber, it was resolved that I should address you on
the subject of the severe loss the Mercantile community of this place has sustained through
 the sudden introduction of the new Export Tariff’ on the 20th December last, which raised the
v_llna,;ic;_'n of Cocoahut vil from 15 Rupees per candy of 5 cwt., to 14 Rupees pe.r ewt., and

¥

~materially incfeased that on other produce as well.
2. No notice was given that so very considerable an increase of valuation was to be
established, and indeed such a course was the more unexpected in Cochin, from the fact that

~ there are very strong reasons for the maintenance of a speciallly low Tariff' here, which was in
~ force prior to the 20th of December before mentioned. ‘

‘8. Almost all the exports hence from which the British Government draw a considerable
revenue consist of the produce of the neighbouring States of Travancore and Cochin, and have
to bear the duties of these States in addition to that of the British Government.

4. Tt is customary to make contracts for goods to be shipped on two or three months’
delivery, and oil especially must be stored for some time in casks to make the latter safe
for shipment.

5. As the Mercantile communit had not the slightesteintimation that such a great
alteration in the Tariff was contemplated, the first cost of their purchases was based on

o calculations including the old T ariff, and the loss sustained by the different houses on all goods

;; thas c‘mﬁwﬁe“vf” before the 20th of Dgcember (the date that the Government Gazette with

‘ the new Tariff became Law here) and cleared afterwards, amount to about Rupees 15,000, a loss
® " very heavy indeed, considering the small number that has to bear it. ;

[

‘6. This Chamber has addressed the Government of Fort Saint George on this subject,
praying for a return of duty on all such goods as can be clearly proved to have been purchased
' before the promulgation of the new Tariff and cleared at a subsequent date ; but that Govern-
*mext has replied, that it is not'competent to give the relief sought for ; but that it is open to this
~  Chamber to address the Government of India direct. ’ '

7. Tbeg, therefore, that you will bring this matter to the notice of His Excellency the
Governor General in Coancil, that the claim of the Mercantile community of this place for
a return of duty, may be taken into consideration. P s
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tment for disposal.

© Hown Dreansuest, ) A. M. MONTEATH,

Qb Moy WOBL: + 5 oy = N S ller Secy. to the Gout. of Tndi

ﬁhat a coiay of the above together wi
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the 20th December last.

;w:;_m_)r'_G;é'neralf_ %ouncil.) "
ed) C. H LUSHINGTON,
" Seey. to the Govl. of India.
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" From Messrs. LAWSON BROTHERS & Co.,
‘ Revenue Department, Fort William, Culeutt
' Sir,

to the Chief Secretary to Government,
a, dated Cochin, 8th May 1861.

No. 909 of 22nd April 1861,
but adding that we are at liberty to request the
We therefore beg to lay the following fucts

stating that they decline to m
attention of your Governm
before you.
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ove in the matter ;
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tany notice whatever being ;:iv(‘l.l,
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vious to the 20th December 1861.
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on that the duty would be only

Rupees 3,599-0'57, and you will perce
We have the honor to request the refun
our shipments per contra,
4. For fear lest it ma
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articles, the differonce of d

dioed, we may add that the
India whilst here,

€ entailed upon us a loss of
'at we could not guard against.
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your favorable rece
ature from other p

arts of India,
uty is Comparatively gmal]
duty on Cocoaniyt oil has
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5. Our claim is only upon all
tion of the new Tariff, and not for p

ption of our request will entail
We venture to obserye that on other
i and that Cochin alone is seriously preju-

been only dogbled in other parts of Duitish
of production, the duty has been quintapled.

the oil purchased and waiting shipment before the publica-

eturn of duty on any e bave purchased since that date.
(A true Copy.)

" (Signed) (, HUGH LUSHINGTON, )
Secretary to the Government of India.
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ORDER THEREON, 24th July 1861, No.

1,475,
Referred to the Board of Revenye

for report,
(Signed) J, D. SIM,

Sccrulury to Government.
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