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15th July 1861.
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Read the following letter from Major W. H. w4 PSHARE, Secretary Qotacamund
Improvement Committee, to J, D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 17th June 1861, No. 19 :—

No. 191.

Sir,
1. By desire of the Ootacamund Improvement Committee I have the honor to transmit,
for submission to Government, Extracts of their Proceedings held on the 6t)y instant,
2. The Plans and Estimates therein treated of are forwarded by this day’s bangby.

Proceedings of a Meeting of the Ootacamund Improvement Committee held on the Gip, J::nc 1861,
Present :—Messks, ROHDE, OUCIITERLOI\Y, DAWSON and WAPSHARE,

First Sussecr.

1. Aletter from the Senior Medjcal Officer on the Neilgherries (See file) having Leen
previously circulated, the Committee assembled in the bazar on the 4th instant, and Proceeded
to a close examination of the present state of the drainage and sewers.

2. There is too much reason for the complaint urged in the letter of the Senior Medical
Officer.  No efficient control appears to be exercised over these works, so as 1o preserve them
in good order. : )

3. Itisonly a month since that the Committee had the street drains leading to the lake
cleancd out in anticipation of the monsoon, but in some cases they have already been filleq up by
rubbish and offul thrown into them ; in one particular case, a Party had actually filled up a whole
drain in defiance of the Committee ; and it was likewise found, in one instance (and the same
1o doubt exists in many others), that the Privy drainage of a house flowed into the open drain of
the street, remaining stagnant there until the rain should wash jt away. All this the Committee
consider that the Police have authority to restrain and prevent, and resolve therefore to call the
special attention of the Inspector of Police to the subject.

4. In the high road, running along above the upper street of the bazar, it was found that
no arrangement existed for carrying off the water from the upper part of the hill, in consequence
of which the water flowed across the road to the detriment and inconvenience of the dwellings
below it ; the remedy for this is check drains on the hill side above the road, and a good drain
on the hill side of the road. To keep. this efficient will require constant care to prevent chocking

5. The under side of the same road drops abruptly to the upper row of houses of the
bazar, in front of which a drain runs; or rather ought to run, but an unchecked practice seems to
exist of throwing all rubbish from the houses out upon this drain, untjl every here and there
it is entirely choked, the water stagnated around dwellings, and as a consequence the general
state filthy in the extreme,

6. A small strip of land runs between the road and these houses; in some but not all
instances this is enclosed in front of a house with bamboos, in some enclosed with mats which
hide the filth within;in other cases the drain is actually built over, and in some enclosures
wells have been sunk, the water from which cannot be otherwise than unwholesome from the
falling in of earth, and sweepings from the road above, It is very questionable whether the whole
of these enclosures are not unlicensed encroachments ; as they exist, it is evident that they
ynpede any decided action in respect of cleansing the important drain which runs through
them. It will therefore be the duty of the Committee to make this point a special subject
of investigation when examining into the general Pattas of the place.

7. With reference to the general subject of the drainage of the bazar, and seeing how
very closely it is built over (an evil which itis now too late to remedy), it appears to the
Committee that all the main cross and direct drains should be constructed of masonry, as from
the great rush of water during the monsoon there js otherwise alwaysa liability - to the side
being undermined, and they resolve to record their opinion to this effect,

"‘;’.""‘"T.'.“"“



Freedings of the Madras Gorernment, Rerenue Dep'artment,
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8. They further resolve, that as a monthly sum is contributed by the inhabitants of the
bazar towards keeping it in order, a copy of the present Proceedings be sent to the Collector of
Coimbatore, who, they understand, has the official disposal of the fund ; and, lastly, they resolve
to request Captain Farewell to estimate the cost of masocry drains, such as they have above
recorded their opinion to be necessary, and on receiving such estimates to take measures to
ascertain whether the inbabitants of the bazar are willing to meet the expense of their
construction. :

9. 1tisunnecessary here to enter upon Dr. Stewart’s remarks regarding laterines, or a
flow of water into the lake for sewcrage purposcs, as that question has already Leen fully
considered, and no new light appears to be thrown upon the subject in them.

10. On the same occasion the Committee found that the drain constructed for the purpose
of flooding the laterines was having the injurious effect of raising the water in the supply
channel of the lake to such a height as to flood the adjacent ground, and they therefore ardcred
its removal, and requested one of their members, Mr. Rohde, to construct in place a temporary

dam with a flood gate.
Secoxp SusJECT.

11. Read and considered Captain Farewell’s estimates and plans for improving the lake
and carrying off the sewerage of the bazar (under the scheme proposed by Mr. Fraser), and the
minutes recorded thereon in circulation, ‘

12. Resolved that the Committee regard Captain Farewell’s scheme for the improvement of
the lake as a very judicious and desirable one, but seeing that it involves an outlay of
Rupees 28,258, they do not feel themselves justified, under existing circumstances, in pressing its
adoption upon the Goverument, but they resolve to send it on for its consideration, they agree
with Captain Farewell in the opinion that the plan for the removal of the sewerage of the
bazar would be most advantigzously carried out as a part of his general scheme of
improvement, but as of itself it forms a mere plan for completing the work a'ready agreed
upon by the Committee, viz., the substitution of a system of boats for the purposes of
the now existing latrines, they deem it advisable that this should be carried out with the least
possible delay.

13. The expense of this work they observe is comprised in the following estimate :—

Ls.

No. Beevveeinireiiiiennine 1,617
P RPN 1 -

1w Gevorernianennnns vesaireens 152
11 Cevereninrarees ssanenisenes O8O

Total... 3,303
wlich is, however, much beyond the amount available in their hands (excluding the 7,000 Rupees
which was granted for a spgcial purpose), and it is necessary, therefore, that they should solicit
the aid of Government to complete this important work.

14. In conclusion, the Committee determine to seck this aid at the hands of Government,
2nd at the same time, in view to its being fully informed on the subject of laterines, to forward
with this day's proceedings the letter of the Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Stewart, dated 31st May
1561, and ulso the letter of their Member Dr. Rogers, dated 19th March 18G1.

(True Extu.ct.)
(Signedy W. II. WAPSHARE, Major,

Seey. Ootacamund Improvement Commiitlee,

—— .

From Assistant Surgeon I. W. STEWART, Senior Medical Officer )\’ci!;;hcrrief. to
Major W. H. WAPSIIARE, Secretary of the Ootacamund Improvement Committee,

dated Octacamund, 31st May 1861, No. 30.

Sir,
. In virtue of my being
this staticn, and therefore | beg to offer a fuw observation .
sien of Octacamend for the consideration of the Dwprovement Comunttec,

1 Y e ’
Senior Medical Officer I am considered th.e sanatory Oiicer a
s connected with the sanatory conai-
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2. Regarding the laterines, if they are to be continued, I consider they should be erected
over the main stream, which would allow the offal to be carried directly into the great body of

- water, instead of as at present being dispersed over the marshy land on both sides of the channel -

when the laterines are flushed from the main stream.

3. A flood gate should be erected some distance above the laterines in the main stream,
which should be opened three times a week, and the laterins, I consider, should be built at
greater distances from each other than they are at present, thus making them more subservient
and convenient to those for whom they are intended. ) ’ )

4. On both sides of the arch in the middle of the bend, looking north-east, the water is
comparatively stagnant, and the more solid filth as a consequence is lodged close to the banks,
and the surface of the water is there covered with decaying vegetablematter. -

%. To remedy this I beg to suggest that two miore arches be built, one on either side of
the present centre arch, within twelve feet of the banks, this would allow a free current of water
to pass along the principal or bazar side of the lake, and tend greatly to carry off the refuse from
the bagar and laterines. . )

6. It seems to me questionable if the offal from the laterines should be washed into the
lake, when it is considered that so many natives are in the habit of drinking this water, and that,
too, when it is comparatively stagnant close to the banks. I have observed the dry refuse
matter, such as the sweepings from the bazar, the horns and hoofs of.ani.lrzals, thrown on to :che
very bank of the lake. Such a piatice most undoubtedly prove prejudicial by contaminating

the water. .
7.* It requires the serious consideration of the Committee to decide on these points, viz.,
whether the laterines should be continued in their present site, or altogether done away, and
privies ‘erected thronghout the bazar, and the offal removed to a distance by carts. '
8. I am more in favor of this latter suggestion being carried out, because it seems impos-
sible to prevent the natives using the lake water for drinking purposes, and it is reasonable to

conclude, to a certain extent, the _wate{holds, in solution, impurities which must affect those

who use it. ,
9. I am informed that very contiguous to the dwellings of all high caste Musselmen and
Hindoos there is a compartment wherein all the female inmates defecato.

70. This must, by accumulation, render the air very detrimental to those resident in the
immediate vicinity of such dwellings. .

11. I would specially bring to the notice of the Committee, the state of nearly all the drains
in the bazar, particularly that which runs parallel with the upperroad. This drain is filled with

stagnant putrescent vegetable and animal matter, within a foot or two of the housés.” The more '
D

liquid matter in this drain slowly passes off to the lower bazar, or is removed by evaporation,

12. Many cases of Typhoid feve; must and do result from inhaling such vitiated air.
The cases of fever and dysentery, which are admitted into the Civil Hospital so frequently,
furnish sufficient evidence of the insalubrity of the bazar.

13. I am of opinion that no time shoWld be lost in improving the state of all drains before
any thing approaching an epidemic is brought into existence.

* 14. The drains throughout the bazar should be N\tructeg of stone and chunam;a
channel merely dug out of the earth, without any means taken'to protect the sides from falling
in, is but a waste of money ; besides which the liqued filth pas§ing along must, in its course,
become absorbed and finally evaporated. '

15. Ibegto refer to G, O. G., dated 2nd December 185§, No. 107, in which it is clearly
stated the Senior Medical Officer of this station is ex-officio Sanatory Officer.

16. . I also beg to enclose copy of letter from Secretary to the Director General Medical
Department, and with reference to paragraph 3, I shall consider it my duty to act accordingly
hould the Improvement Comunittee disregard this communication. - .




Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Recenue Department,
15th July 1861.

I'rom C. J. ROGERS, Esq., Medical Ollicer, Neilgherries, to Major W. II. WAPSHARE,
~ Secretary Ootacamund Improvement Committee, dated Ootacamund, 19(h March 1861,

Sir,

1. Thave the honor to request you will be good enough to bring to the notice of the
Ootacamund Improvement Committee, the filthy state of the ground and privies in rear of the

bazar. On the south-west side of the market, there are a number of old hut:, many of them

in a very dilapidated condition. On my visit to this locality I found outside many of these
Lovels heaps of decomposing filth; in fact, the whole of the ground in the neighbourhood is
in a very dirty state. The privies give forth a sickening eflluvium, and whatever may have
been the depth of the pits in the first instance, the ordure is now within a foot or two of the
level ground. Between the huts above alluded to and the privies runs a stream of water, and
although at presant there is no communication between this and the pits dug for the privics,
yet it is evident from several channels running from this stream into the pits, that as soon as
the stream of water rises it will be carried into the pits, and thence charged with human excre-
ment over the adjacent low marshy ground. Now, it will either remain to breed miasma and
engender disease, or be washed into the lake, thereby poisoning the water.

2. I'would suggest that these privies should be at once covered with quick-lime and
closed and the plan of carrying the filth by means of the stream of water into the lake discon-
tinued, and in replacing the privies Iam of opinion that, if possible, the plan of casting away
the dirt should be adopted ; but as there may be many obstacles to prevent this arrangement
being carried out, I would propose that pits at lcast 15 fect deep be dug, and that quick-lime
should at entervals be thrown in. These pits should after a certain time be closed and fresh
ones made. Arrangements should also be made for the removal of the enormous qua.ntilies of
filth in this neighbourhood and for the prevention of its future accumulation.

(True Copies.) .
(Signed) W. H. WAPSITARE, Msjor,

Secretary Ootacamund Improvement Cowmiltec.

‘
No. 192, OrDER THEREOY, 15th July 18G), No. 1,400.

Ordered to lie over.

(Signed) J. D. STM,

Seeretary tv Gooeernna: .
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