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Proceedznﬂs of the. Madras Government Revcnue Dcpartment
10t ﬂIaJ 1861. '
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gy No, 71 Rcad the followmr' letter from H. WOOD, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to'

.

>y _ Vxllapcorum, 20th April 1861, No. 11 = e o _
: . SR, . o ' e o ‘ /’
= . 1, *I have the honor to forw ard for the consideration of Government, an original letter from iy

e

thc General Manager of the East 1ridia Iron Works. This letter isin reply to one from mo R
: _declining to make any concession in favor of firewood cut by the st
e Ch:dambamm . NN L

s s Virdichalam. _Company in the Tirundmalai jungles, the Order of Government dated N

1 Yelavanisir. . ) 7' o .
'3 Bhurauagbiri and afth December 1860, having rcfcrence only to the jungles suuatcd N
» Cuddalore.” .
er the present "application is based on grounds similar to those whlch obtamed

/@, Ashowes
the Government ‘may perbaps be inclined to allow a- hkq

L] ’ ~e
‘the concession above referred’ to,

remxssxonm respcct of ﬁrcwood cut in the Tuundmalm jungles. o S R

— .
.

Collector of South Arcot, to the General Mana"cr, ‘East India Iron

From 1L WOOD Esq.,

o .~ Company, Beypoor, dated Cuddalore, 26th March 1861, No. 124,
! ‘.." . Sm, — : .
’ r of the 27th February Iast,I have the honor to observe that

1. In rcply to your Ictte
I am not aware that the jungles of 'llrunimalan in this District have ever been rented to the

‘:Iron Company. If however you possess any document to this effect I shall fcel obliged by, o

e e

:your furnishing me with a copy of it: . . . ’. -
“4 Chitambarnnm. 2. In the lease which lately cxpnred the pm’nlcgc of cutting fuel was. ¢ s
- Virdichalam. restricted to the jungles situated in the Talégs noted in the margin, and in the R .

* Yelavanasir.

: Bharaonghini sad . Order of Government dated 24th December 1860, No. 2,511, itis stated that "\- -

ddalore. .
: :;On fm : thxs pnvxlc"e is to be confined only to the jungles leased by the Iron Company. NS

.

General Manager E. I. Iron Company, to . \VOOD Esq.,

’F:om w MAYLOR Esq.,
" Collector of South Atcot, Cuddalore, dated Beypoor, 5th Apnl 1861 No. ”18,

¢ " Sm, . . . e e
‘1. With refcrencc to your Ictter No. 124 of the 26th ultimo, I have the honor to inform

you that I am not aware that this Company was ever required to pay rent for the jungles i in the

.nexghbourhood of Tirundmalaiin the South Arcot District, and I feel much surprised to find

2 that it is now proposcd to levy atax onall the firewood that may be cut and removed from

- nuch;ungles for the use of our Tirunamalai works. I regret to say that we cannot afford to . .

A o pay such a tax,

-

N

" Government to determine whether we shall carr) on or abandoun our llrunamalal station, -+ . ¢
P

‘t-., ~2.. Tam dlsposed t
s severity of such a tax upon a Company like this.-
i of 7401bs on firewood may possibly nppear insignil

¥ ; with Tron smelting with wood fuel ; it is however equivalent toatax o

~-ton of crude iron produced, baca
f requires five or six tons of ‘wood. - The “hole of our . Tirunimalai produce has hithertobeen -~ -,

, ; exported to England in the shape of° pig iron, but witha small Yproduction and aa cxpensxvo .
; establishment the resuli of our operations has becn far from favozable. '

_ ‘'8, Five orsix years-ago, previous to the establishment of our Works at Tu‘unﬁmalal, ‘
‘the people were wretchedly poor, robheries were frequent, and but little . of -
,the jungle was cleared. - Such a state of things as you will be aware is now quite
_reversed.  We established an . English School, instructed the people, and brought them = .- .
"into contact with a more experienced class of Natives, and as fast as we cleared the
Junglc the land was at once brought under cultivation. I need not howcver dwell further

The proposed tax of 4 Annas per.bandy load ™,
ificant to any person practically unacquainted .
{ at least ten Rupees per - ¥,

‘ ot 5, s T e -
' ’ ,, -~ - -‘—vv Pelpeti? s MO .... - et b Tadiaang —
» A wh TN .- r‘ nT r-'x v* e .\F(‘ > ol SRL AN »

- T. PYCROFI‘, Esq., Chief Secretary to (Jovcmment, Fort Saint Gcorge, datcd Lo ’

"in the Taliqs noted in the margin.® SN

and I have sent instructions to our Manager at Tirunimalai to suspend all ' _ /
firewood until tlie tax is removed. It now rests with the g‘ .

ase the ore’ is smelted with charcoal each ton of which . ">,

6 thiok that Government can-have but a very. madequatc idea of the -




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
10¢% May 1861,

upon these points, because the great advantages of such Companies as ours in a country like this
must be obvious to every one, suffice it to say that it isa _great mistake, in my humble opxmon.
to cripple our operations at the present time when, by the introduction of some of the discoveries

of modern science and a curt:nlmcnt of cxpendxture, there is at least a prospect that our
sbarcho]dcrs may reap some well merited reward for their long continued perseverance.

Under any circumstances such a tax would yield but a trifling revenue to Government, Dbut it
will be fatal to the interests of this Company. - .

4. 1 beg that you will kindly inform me of the definite decision of Government upon lhls

' .question with as little delay as possible, because we have an experienced European Manager
and a Native Stafl' now unemployed until [ reccive this information, and it is highly desirable

. lbat their services should be disposed of as quickly as possible,

No. 72 OrpEr THEREON, 10th May 1861, No. 1 0.13

The Governor in Council resolves to request the Conservator of Forests to report wzthout
delay cn the general condition of the Tirunimalai jungles, and the effect which compliance with
the apphcalxon of the Iron Compauy is likely to have on them.

AR

" (Signed) J. D, SIM,

Secretary to Government,
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