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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ Tth June 1860.

No. TH Read the following letetr from G. F. FISCHER, Esq., Proprietor of Salem Muttha,
to His Excellency Sir C. E. TREVELYAN, x. c. 8., Governor in Council, Fort Saint
George, dated March 1860.

I do myself the honor of addressing your Excellency in Council in the matter of the
Petition embodied in the address from myself and the raiy ats of my Muttha, which I had the
honor of presenting to your Excellency on the occasion of your late wvisit to Salem : and
1 respectﬁﬂly request your Excellency’s forbearance and impartial consideration. It was
impossible within the limits of the address n-l'errgfl to, to do more than mention briefly our
request ; and, in the discussion which your Excellency subsequently permitted, many things
{0]‘(‘\’(}111:(.'(1 a clear and complete elucidation of the subject. Therefore I take the liberty of
stating the question at length to your Excellency in Council, feeling assured on the one hand,
that your Excellency at present labors under miseonceptions which it is inmy power to remove ;
and on the other that your Excelleney’s ability, impartiality and liberality, will conduce to
results highly satisfactory to my impoverished raiyats,

9. 1 desire, first, to remove the idea which your Excellency appears to entertain, that Lam
asking a benefit for myself. It must clearly be understood at the outset that I seek 1o
improvement of my own position; that all, so far as regards myself, that I ask for, is to be
1'\1‘<»tected from injury; and that the benefits I request for my raiyats can only advantage me
very indirectly, and at a period of time too remote to make them of any great consequence to
me personally. In point of fact, I shall in one respect be a loser, by the reduction of the
Assessment : my per centage on the collections will of course amount to less when those
collections are reduced. Could T be assured that one result of the denial to my raiyats of the
benefits granted the Ain raiyats will zot be the eventual desertion of my lands for Government
holdings ; and could I be content to see my people struggling with desperation to pay me my
just dues, while their fellow-countrymen around them, their very neighbours, pay their taxes
.With ease, and have a surplus wherewith to make mery; I would then seek mo reduction of
my present Assessment, But it is not so; and I, therefore, once more beg your Excellency to
reduce my kist; not for my own benefit, but on condition that I remit to my raiyats th.c full
amount of such reduction.

£

3. The question, then, is one, not so much between Government and myself; as between
Government and my raiyats. And I beg respectfully to submit, on behalf of the latter, that they
are entitled, equally with the rest of their fellow subjects, to the paternal consideration of the
Government. On what grounds, inapplicable to my raiyats, have the Ain people been thus bene-
fited ? Are they subjects of Her Majesty ? So are my people. Are they loyal to the Crown? So
are my people.  Are they good Citizens? So are my people. ' Do they, in relation to' the State,
«fand in any way, as respects their elaims to good Government, and their right to the privileges
of good Citizens, different from the raiyats of my Muttha ? By no means. Being then equally loyal
to the Crown, equally obedient to the law, and equally contributing their shave to the matute-
nance of the State, they are, I conceive, equally entitled to the consideration of the Government.

4. This being acknowledged, as it doubtless will be, by your Excellency, it is only necessary
to show that my Muttha stands as much in need of a reduction of the Assessment as did the surround-
ing Ain country. And here T should state, that what is requested is not a genei ¢l reduction, in
the sense of a reduction of every man’s kist: but a reduction of all over assessed landy “a redue-
tion in those cases in which the necessity for it can be proved.” We donot ask for smpre than has
been granted the Ain raiyats : but for as much, and only as much. The doenments which ¢ceom-
puni('d the address presented by me to your Excellency on the 3rd instant are sufficient, I think, to
shaw to your Excellency, that much of the Muttha land is greatly over-assessed. A comparision of
those statements with similar ones relative to direct Government Loldings, will prove that if our
neighbours had to pay exorbitant tax, so had we. And necessarily so : for the permanent Assess-
ment was fixed before the Muttha was formed ; and the Muttha was consequently at that time a
portion of the Ain country, similarly treated, and similarly assessed. It connot be urged against our
request that our assessment has been permanently fixed; first, because no Government has the
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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power to make irrevocable laws, or to legislate for all future time ; secondly, because revenue #s
well as judieial legislation must mutate with time, and the progress u(: events ; and thirdly,
becanse such an objection is equally conclusive against reductions in the Ain country.

5.  Why has the State sanctioned permanent remissions in the Government holdings ¥ Firstly-
and remembering the gracious words of Her Majesty’s Proclamation, I believe 1,,-,',,(.‘,;‘1113/.
from a desire to benefit the people, to stimulate them to a career of industrious enterprise, 10
better their condition, and render them happy, as far as it i3 in the power of the State to render
them happy. And have not my raiyats a claim upon the Government for the same |uﬂvrllﬂ?
treatment ? Do they need, or do they deserve, no such encouragement? Is the Government
unmindful of their Lappiness ¥ Will not their prosperity conduce to the strength of our Sovereign ©
Will not their contentment tend in some degree to the secarity of the ]-lmph; ¢ In their gratitude,
will there be no reward ?

6.
lands will be extensively taken up, and the area of eultivation increased so greatly as to pmvid"'
in reality a larger revenue to the State. Were this the oaly or the principal, f.-;umi for the reduc-
tions, 1 confess, I should despair of the sucecss of my Petition ; for in my Muttha there is little orno
waste land whereby the Government might be recompensed. But [ vum.mt think that Fler Mnjesty’s
Government will deny the just prayer of my raiyats ; will refuse to stretch out its arm to relieve
them ; will decline to apply to them a mensure which would reanimate them, lay the basis of 8
lasting prosperity and enable them to contribute in just proportion to the glory, as they do to the
maintenance, of this great Empire ; merely for the sake of a few thousand l‘;L;!h‘-'\. 'i'lwu‘.'.il the
Tl“““—"_’“’“ would not probably be repaid the Government in kind, it would nmp‘l\’ in the in;-m:u‘ﬁ"!
happiness and prosperity of the people: in the consequent incrensed demand for manufactures j it

the .inmul;ltod nulflst;y, the peaceful and loval content, the improved civilization, sod the gmtl'f“l
benisons of those for whom T plead.

y i p questi T TR
7. The question may be viewed in another aspect. I, as Mutthiddr, stand, as regards Govern-

ment, in precisely the position of an Ain raiyat; us regards my people, I stand in the position of

(rovernme in rai : : :
"’1 emmezt. I_“l“:lﬂ" Ain raiyat of the Government, a raiyat of larger growth, still a rayat
and as such entitled to elm « beneh 3 it e
. = *\dtlt ed to (’-?lm t]}( benefit of the measure granted tomy fellow raiyat. My holding
13 "“;“‘“‘X* ; “i" an Aim raiyat I respectfully submit my claim to o reduetion of my Assessments
b . 1t l':‘('_‘:'&!m'la d P‘}:)plo' I stand in the place of Government. They look to me for the
hoon which Government has > At .- Fiir s g b :
pragghiicns grnntgd to the Ain raiyat; but it is impossible for me to grant 1t
wiL ('S‘T the u\lcrn.m;-nt enable me to doso. 1t is my duty, before God and my country, and my
ONSCIENCe 10118 * neanle . 3 scide. 3 7 - o
conseen ,.tu cherish my p(‘uplt. to foster ev ery ““l‘l’(b\'t"lm'ni, to encourage them n the puth Uf
l‘r"ff'r""‘ : u;i:m‘ SRS ;l‘l" agent, in another as the eompetitor, as it were, of Government. As
the arent of Government, 1 loo i 8 L 1o’
= N o k to it for the means whereby to lay the foundation of my 1*"’{’1‘ .
prosperi ‘) ; a8 the competitor, 1 respectfully protost agsinst a. 'competition in which the Govern”
ment refuse me the means of starting on an equality
l.). '“1“ denial of my prayer will be practically a breach of faith to myself, an injostice ! Y
l‘.""'p ;1 ;"_' : ‘m"utu"’u.‘ mjurions to myself and injur;mlu‘ to the iy‘u\-'.unn'w" 1 eticallys ¥
wreach of faith ) mysalf, becanse the Mattha w .
0 the Mattha was granted to the firs = st 4 hum ¥
me, under the important and dactuating ci s grantod o tho first holder, and through :
me, : Pe id actuating cireumstance of a permuncut kist being fixed, not o the
e ) S n . ” i WA :
M “f"h" alone, but on all the "f“"”““‘l"lg country. The eonteact was made nnder ¢ irenmstanecs
:\'hwh have P become materially and essentially altered ; under the especial eirewmstance of the
Muttha and Ain eountry being similarly situated and of that similarity of situation being intended
to be pormanent.  The relations have varied ; the similarity is destroyed ; the Ain Asspssment has
. e ' T4 g " 1 ¥ . :
wot proved permanent, The destruction of the similarity is & breach of the contract. *1 cubmit
that as I have ;»‘!rfnrmml wmy part, Government should perform its; and proserve the Ain and
. - .. »
Muttha lands in their proper position towards each other, either by reducing the pAssessinent 08
pwith, or by not redueing it on either.  The denial of my prayer will be a breach of contract, farthefs
in tending to render me unable to falfl my portion of it, by practically offering o prcmimu to my
raiyats to desert the Muttha for the Ain lands, >
j0. The denial of my prayer will be an injustice to my people ; as, for no fault of their 0%
for o merit of their neighbours; it places them in a far inferior position to those neighbours o

Remissions have been made in the Ain country ; secondly, in the expectation thet wasv's
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that in which they stood to them before ; it reduces them from equality to inferiority ; it places

them under the greatest disadvantages in the race of progress ; it is to them a practical denial
of a right to the care of the State which they support: it is to them a practical sentence, as

involving the principle, of outlawry. The Ain raiyats, for no merit of their own, are relieved of a

heavy burden ; the Muttha raiyats, for no fault of their own, are condemned to continue under

it. The Ain raiyats, for mo merit of their own, have had their lands increased, the Muttha

raiyats, for no fault of their own, have had theirs decreased, in value.

11. The denial of my prayer will eventually be injurious to myself. How can 1 expect
my raiyats to cultivate their lands, when they can get lands in the Ain country on terms so
snuch casier than those I can grant them ? my Muttha will be deserted eventually ; it will be
impossible for me to hold it : it will relapse to Government ; and then its Assessment will be
reduced to a level with that of the Ain country. Sarely this eventuality cannot be in the
contemplation of Her Majesty’s Government ?

12. The denial of my prayer will be an injury to the Government, as anyt.h'mg‘ which
retards the progress of any portion of its subjects, any thing which tends to restrain the free
and confident application of capital ; any thing which prevents or damps enterprise ; any
thing which places one portion of its subjects ab a disalvantage in regard to another, must
eventually be. *

13. In order, as far as my poor ability serves me, to leave no portion of this important
subject unventilated, T beg respectfully to submit a few remarks on your Excellency’s reply to
the address previcusly referred to, and which has called forth this letter. Your Excellency’s
remarks appear based on the erroneous supposition that our Petition was mainly for my benefit ;
and it is with confidence that I hope that my repeated assurance that what I ask is for the
benefit of my raiyats, will create a change in your Excellency’s mind favorable to my Petition.

« «That the Kusba Muttha of Salem has not 14, Your Excellency says, “ inreply to this,* 1 must
purticipated in the reduction of Assessment ¢ ohserve ; first, that there has been no general reduction
Which has been granted 0 the dia bolders™ o, o4 o' A sqossment in the Ain portion of the District, but

“ only in those cases in which the necessity for it has been prove 4 _

15. Tn respect to all lands, the reduction has not been general, because all lands did not require \‘“
it. In respect to over-assessed Jands the reduction has been general, nay, universal. I ask for %
my raiyats, no more than has been granted to their neighbours; I ask not a reduction of every
man’s kist, but a reduction of all over-assessment, a * reduction in all cases where the necessity for
« it can be proved.” : e Rt 4 St :

16. Your Excellency further says; secondly, that the Mutthidir purchased his Estate
« with a full knowledge of all the antecedent circumstances.” Gl

17. The Mutthéadar asks nothing for himself, as for himself. He would be perfecﬂy Wiﬂihg
to abide by the conditions of the contract, if the material and actuating circumstances remained
the same. But these latter have been changed by the Government ; the contract has virtually

Leen broken ; the value of his land has beengreaﬂyd’aprem‘bed ‘ e -
18. Your Excellency goes on to say, andawthegrem'nse of pnoeswhiq}; lmasmce S
 taken place has been greatly to his advantage and that Ofthel’e‘w““‘h"mngwﬂqrhim R -*.'lr i+

10, T beg respectfully to dispute this position.  Buf supposing it correct, T submit with A |
Jeference, that it does not affect the question at issue, which is not the absolut Qﬂnénqeofﬂw S e
Muttha raiyats or the absolute improvwig : B Mﬂ;ejr i opeil
improvement relutively to those of the mm :
the great rise in prices, so have the Ain e iy
e, But Theg permission to remark the
has been greatly to the advantage of the
peculiarly, it has been positively disadvantag
heing in money and not in hnd,w%‘fﬁﬁ ¢ when
As regards the raiyats, and myself as a mem of the

y y 54 ..’3_’:'-‘;.»-1" '-"EJ. _.'_
wherein we have benefited by the hlﬁhpnm e
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20. In the first place, high prices are owing to failure of rain, and the consequent dimi-
nished produetion : and are regulated by the sum which, relaticely to the guantiry produced, will meet
the expenses of production. High prices imply scarcity: the high rates multiplied by the small
quantity in a bad year, only equal the low rates multiplied by the large quantity in a good yea™
Wherein, then, 1s the advantage to the cultivator? in a ;_'mnl.scwsnn my field \‘.icld:i five cunda-
gams of grain, worth 10 Rupees. Ina bad season my field yields only two and a half cundagums.

If T sell these two and a half cundagums for 10 Rupees, I neither lose nor gain by the difference
of seasons. ‘

21 In the second place, high prices do not benefit the raiyats, for while he receices a high price
t'ur. his own article, he has to pay a correspondingly high priuj for his neighbours, In f.s‘l‘l. high
prices a‘n_/.‘urc'him : for while, what he receives for his own produce, t'l.!‘ll:llﬁ in fotal what he
received in time of plenty, what he pays for his ncighbour’s produce exceeds what he paid then.
.\1}(1 thus it 1s, that in times of plvnt)‘ the raiyat cats rice, and in times of scareity dry grain ; thus
it is that when low prices obtain, the raiyot works on his farm and cooly labor is searce, and whe
high prices reign, he hires himself out as a cooly. ' »

29 Your Excellency proceeds to remark that « we are all equally intercsted in the mainte-
“ nanee of the just claims of the State.” 3

v 23 T will not examine the question how far the exorbitant Assessment complained of is a yust
.-I;fxm upon the part of the State: nor whether the State has not, by granting the rtdu--‘tiu:m in the
..\1-11 t:uuu!n’. .und lf_\"gmming them as a right, and not as o }4,,,',.,. prnrtirﬁll\' :'wkn;-mlulgtd s
“‘J“‘ncf'- It is sufficient to admit to the full the propriety of the Muttha raiyats .pu\ ing each lﬁﬁ just
!u‘npurtwn. to the revenue of the f-uunf_ry ; and to prnt«-«t. against the M uttinu miw:nts being made to

9 i Jlency ¢
g votl:r&;:un}li‘:::u}i::z]:}t:(‘s}' fll'xr'ther e t.h e testimony you bear to the improvement of
3 A e ju lCI-Uus outlay of capital, and from remissions on the more highly
- PR, endn o e P art of its present proprietor, is honorable to him and satisfactory to me s
"hzilrldmlml;(;{:*tthut h; will meet the ro?va.rd of his liberal and spirited conduet.” (;mﬁf;q'u.g as 18
‘Gr:»at b smalcl) :ox’nn;nl:ttl}cwgb:rﬁ:tsﬁmn tn' (.h:wr\'(: that it does not affect the question at issuc-
ks g SRR I g e nnl‘»rm ements in tlu: condition of my tenantry which I hﬂ‘:e
% ugh to m.itte, it matters not in the question as between the Muttha and the A
:.l:)\ ‘:t;Pnj\x-f’ unless your h.\colloncy grant our prayer, the reward I am likely to reap eventuslly,
And soqnes‘;r?:ic:;pt‘;:: (?;t:irkz:i-m”“gh» will be to see my Muttha deserted for the Ain countrys
25 o 3 . >
“.“‘.;jo.wh?;:t' conclu;u‘ng. isenteu?-c of your .l:.xc(-l']pm.'\.'s reply elothes an ur;nu;wm which cuts both
yS; is ase ective a;:;amst reductions in the Ain country, as against reductions i the
“““:‘?: which, if over-ruled in the case of the former, is Imw[-rle; in lln:t of the latter.
leng '-bt.' toflnﬂtxh: .Ci?::er;;t“m ,‘“ "}l('hﬁﬂlh‘v\'{d your Excellency’s reply to our address, your l‘:xﬂ'l.-
leney s a at if the Mutthiddr wished to.annul his contract he must be prepared to render s
accounts. I am perfectly aware that, whether T wish to annul the contract ( \i'lxif’h the Government
has already annulled) or not, the Government has the power at any time to call upon me to submit

my accounts, and T am perfeetly ready to do so
: ; y reac s0, and to show your Excellency, ths . nrofits have
beeh s moderits interéal upos iy vatley, \ xcellency, that my profit

o e s : :
27. Hoping for your Excellency’s favorable consideration and early decision

—_——— e

No. 2. ORrDER THEREON, Tth June 1860, No. 639,

1. In this letter the proprictor of the Salem Muttha prays that the reductions lately made in
the Assessments in the Government villages of the District, m;w s : l"‘_‘. 'n;-m. n.‘ et
is supportwi by a variety of arguments, which are stated Wiﬂ; considerable < .l,m," v Tlﬁ*n‘ is
much in them from which the Government entirely dissent ; but ;! s rmat o 3 n'ml' .O(i‘l' them
in detail, beeause the unswer to the whole is s,im},f(, o bri;f_ 8 necessary to notice

Proceedings of the Madras Government, @énue Department, 5
7th June 1860.
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2. The late reductions in Salem and other Districts were a financial operation, similar in
Jind to those effected in branches of the English Revenue, where taxes were reduced in the confi-
dence that increased consumption would replace the sum given up. The expeetation in this case
was that the amount of revenue surrendered would be speedily made good, and more than made
good, by extended eultivation ; there was no intention at all to give up any revenue permanently ;
and the result has agreed with the expectation.

But this operation is obviously inapplicable to Zamfadaris and Mutthas, because the Govern-

ment Revenue from such properties is fixed, and incapable of increase by any extension of cultiva-
tion ; the increased gain from which goes to the proprietor and not to the Government.

3. But precisely the same action is within the power of the proprietors themselves. As the
benefit of all improvements made by a landlord, and of all extension of cultivation, accrues to the
landlord, he may adopt the same means of estending cultivation, and in very many cases this has
actually been done. If it Dbe true, as urged by the Salem Mutthadir,
that he bas little or no waste land from which to repay himself, the
reason is that all the waste lands ia the Muttha at the time of its formation, have already been fully
brought under cultivation; in other words that he is already enjoying a much larger income from
the property than it yielded originally.

4. The expression “ fixed per centage” which occurs more than once in the letter, with refer-
ence to the Muithédar’s profit from his Estate, is likely to mislead. His profit is not at all a “ fixed
per centage on the collections.”* Tt is true that the Peshkash was origin-
ally fixed at a certain proportion of the computed rent ; but being once
fixed it is invariable, and all excess in the collections,” over the amount assumed af that time,
is clear profit to the Mutthédar. i

5. Mr. Fischer talks of the danger of his raiyats leaving their land in his Estate to go and
4ake new land in Government villages; and he anticipates that his Muttha will be deserted, and
that being unable to pay his Peshkash, he will lose his Estate.t The
Government have not the slightest apprehension that any part of these,
anticipations will be realized. '

Paragraph 6.

# Paragraph 16.

+ Paragraph 11

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
. Seerctary to Government.
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