overnment of Madras.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
for the month of May 1860.

No. 166. Read the following letter from Messrs. LINE and Co., to T. PYCROEFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 7th May 1860.:—

1. We have the honor to forward for the consideration of His Excellency in Council a
printed copy of a Petition forwarded to the Directors of the Honorable Company in 1846.

9. This Petition relates to a claim made by a Native gentleman of the name of M.

~e

Veukatéswémi Nayudu on the Zamindér of Vésireddi.

3. The Estates of this Zamindir were attached by Government in 1846 and their revenues
have been appropriated ever since, yet the just claim of M. Venkatiswéimi Ndyudu has been set
aside notwithstanding that the Honorable Walter Elliot when Commissioner in these Districts
recommended Government to pay us as his Assignees Rupees 1,03,642 and that the following
decree (No. 9 of 1841) was issued in his favor by the Court of Sadar Adélat. € . a8

« The Plaiutifi’s case is proved clearly and beyond all doub¥, and itis impossible n(?t ‘:c;

“ feel the utmost surprise,at the gross and shameless defence se: up by the Defendant, a man of
¢« rank, to evade hisjuicgebts and to injure the Plaintiff on whom it is evident he has long
« depended for support : The decree of the lower Court isaffirmed with Interest up to the date
s of execution, the entire costs to be paid by the Defendant in the Original Suit and in

¢ the Appeal”

4. Tt is unnecessary here to add further particulars—they are fully enumerated in the
enclosed Petition. . :

5. The trial of the case is now barred by the Statute of limitations : and were it otherwiso
the delays, vexations, and expenses of a trial, with ‘the certainty of an appeal to the Privy
Council, would deter us as they have hitherto done from entering into a contest with Government.

6. Petition after Petition was laid before the authorities within the preseribed time, and
received the replies which in those days were invariably given to such claims.

%. These Petitions and all the papers connected with this case are now in our possession,
and we are prepared to forward them for the information of Government if we are required to
do so. But considering that the case has already been thoroughly sifted by a special Commis-
sioner; and that a definite recommendation has been made by him, we are of opinion that a

second sifting is unnecessary. These papers became our property by assignment before the

property was attached by Government, and before the insolvency of the Zamind4r was known.

8. Wehad long ceased to hope that this claim would receive the consideration which it

'~ deserves, and had ceased to interest ourselves in the matter—for in the days when the Court
of Directors beyfé'ved, that annexation and absorption were, under Providence, its special
duties, its de?gés, insuch .cases as the Vﬁ.?ireddi Zamindari, were uniform and unbending—
but we are now led to hope that more just and liberal ideas are enter&ined as to the duty
of Governmen{,‘_and that such claims‘as M. Venkatdswami Nayudu’s will be hénestly dealt with,

notwithstanding-that. the Statute of limitations bars our legal claim. £
! i y - : \ /
9. In proof of -our statefment concerning t{e policy of former Governments we beg to

inform Government tj‘.it on inquiry they will find that the sale of the Visireddi Estate’ was not
couducted legally, that when notice was given of the intended sale of one Tﬂuq,,,tw'g T4lugs
were sold ; and that the whole matter was conducted with haste and precipitancy.

¥

10, In conclusion we would call the attention of Government to the prediction contained
in the penultimate paragraph of the Petition, and urge its fulfilment as an additional al"gument
in favor of a liberal treatment of our claim,—namely, that the Revenue of Guntoor has vastly
increased and is annually increasing ; and that out of the profits which thus accrue to Govern-

1em; they may easily meet our just claims, or at least fulfil the compromise proposed and
" recommended by the Honorable Walter Elliot, the Commissioner specially appointed to inquire
into the circumstances of the case.
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The‘ humble Memorial of C. Venkathswimi
Niyudu, Executor to the Estate of the late

Mimbalam  Venkatfswimi Niyudu of
Madras,

yudu bein .
Rémanadha Bib : & on terms of {riendshi
1,08.858 fo: Whi::l,l?l:;mz“'d‘r of Visireddi, advaneed him at kis request, in all the sum of Rupees
" dates the 30th June, and Ist and 2nd July 1893 his
‘t‘: stme on demand with 12 per cent interest per
, which the Zamop " om M. Venkatdswémi Néyudu for
: 2 dan.undir for along time evaded (with the exception
action against the latter o (h. gt ' part in 1838), the former at length brought an
and pending the transmiss: U Upon this the Zawindir appeal d' 3 la
ol smission of the Sadar C PP‘";l ;; the Court of Sadar Ad‘ed‘t
appeal was th S ourt, M. Venka:fswimi Néyudu di

at the Sadar Coun.conﬁrmed the decision of the Pmtiuiinl Court.
plied to for Payment without success, & writ of

» but at the requisition of Walter Elliot, Esq.s

- After repe

i‘{g been again ap
Member of the Revenue gainst his Property

Commi Board who was
G R S acompromise hejny pro d S Government 1o Guotoor as Government
overnment, the writ of s " PoseC and récommended by him for the eonsideration of

- Executi -
property which had been seized under g ;t:yed until the result should be known, and some

i"' 7” given up. The compromise proposed by Mr-
Pal of the debt with Court charges, but without

the sum of R to the above, M. Venkatdswimi
th August 183 ot Rupees 20,000, for which a Bond was granted

8,; ree‘
te of payment, bu? th ;n::o Pay the same on démaad with 12 per cent.

.by the latter under date 30
Interest per annum upt;] da

bringi 3 v
SIng an action for his claim pendipg the ; d'M. Venkataswami Nayudu defel’r_ta
Elliot proposeq t° Previous suirs being disposed of. On this, M7

See 4 -l 0 1 =
e Appendiz A. 10, pay a moiety or to compromise the same for Rupees

1! iah :
es.: z::wd himself of the correctness of the claim. The
as proposed by Mr. Elliot, was agreed to on the

.000 having fy
adjustment of (,

thereof, though the amount to be rece;

as above would only be Ry 2t this arrangem , e oo oleim
fachidinghprusis pees 1,03,642 whije thovha: dK; ent on M, V'enkat‘swum s v!ll
Ppal, interest, and Court char = ebt legally and Justly due at the timé,
Your Memorialist finding that ~8E8 Was Rupees 3,00, 186.6-4.

% the term 7
Commissioner were not adhereq to, appli e the compromise proposed by the Government
referred to Government, Meniori l" Pplied to him 'y intormation, and . M. Elliot
Council of Madras on 2]t Marc; L;»t add".essed a Petition to t)e M ety e i in
and explained. That Petit; 846, in which al] ¢ ont Noble the Governor

e etition w the above particulars were fullv set forth
endorsemert given as follows, vi nt 1o the Board of Revenue, and 8t
, , und,

as referreq by Govern me
& : '
Estates on account of the Circara g confirmed the sale of the Guntoot

C . " ..
o Government havig
ars, and
“ demand, the Board cannot interf, Pt

€re on behalf of Peti!:;::::"? having fallen short 0“!“ 3y

» who have alw

o k ays e <

given to any of your Native subjects wh)o bee.n Signalizeq
inadvertence to, the real merits of t € Tights

heir case,
Your Memorialist would accordingly
Board of Revenue he has been |

that since he i ly of the
of other Zaminddrs, than those received the reply v

0 dove by Government for the creditors

of the G
: untoor Estates, ang e learns that the Goyernment bave

P and intimacy with Réjé Visireddi

\l

\
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been pleased to make arrangements for the liguidation of their debts, whereby good faith has
been observed between man and man, and the interests of just creditors protected and secured.’

Your Memorialist will cite the case of the Zamindar of Nididavdl in the Collectorate of
Masulipatam, as an instance in point, which shows the kind feeling entertained by Government,
and the powerfu! assistance the Government is willing to extend to their Native subjects in cases
where large landed proprietors are unable to liquidate their debts and when the Government
take the charge of such Estates into their own hands.

Trom a consideration of what a kind and pate 1al Government has done in this and other
instances, your Memorialist would solicit attention to the circumstances of his own ecase, and
since he is enabled to trace out in the replies already received, a disposition to give him
assistance, provided only that esrtain impediments which stand in the way, are removed, your
Memorialist would urge upon the consideration of your Honorable Court that his is a case which
deserves their support upon its individual merits.

If parties have done what lay in their power to thwart Government, andits measures, and they
themselves are subsequently visited with trial, it could not b(.a expe.cted that Gov:'emmem would
be disposed to assist them, but if the converse be true, and it be toun-d on enquiry that certain
individuals have manifested not a passive acquiescence only, but an active zeal to co-operate with
Government and its Officers, then it is but fair to expecta reciprocity of kindly assistance
from the ruling power towards such individuals. . ‘

Your Memorialist begs to point out that such was his conduct towards the Commissioner,
whom Government deputed to investigate into the debts .o.f' the Proprie'tors of the Guntoor
Estates ; he came forward with readiness to afford what facility he.cou!d in furtherance of the
Commussioner’s views, and when the Commissioner intimated to him his wish to rec?mmend to
Government a compromise of the Zamindar's just 'debts, .he at once acceded to the views of the
r with regard to the proposed compromise of his own claim, though the same involved

and he believes that his compliance with the Commissioner’s
ducing other creditors also to agree thereto.

Commissione
a very great pecuniary loss,
propusal was the means of in

The Commissioner in accordance with the instructions farnished to him by Government,
enquired into the claims of the creditors of the Véasireddi Zamindar, afnd was fully satisfied of
the validity of the debt due to M. Venkatiswami Néyudu b.y that proprietor. He perused with
attention the Decrees of the Provincial Court and of the High Court of Sadar Adilat thereon
which are all in Memorialist's favor, and when he found that that !iigh Tribunal had issped a
writ of Execution agaiust some of the persooal pro.perty of the Z.zfmmdér, and upon w.hich some
property had been seized—and more would in all prf)bablhty have been f)btalned, the
Commissioner proposed to Memorialist's Agent to apply for the remov.al of this attachment,
telling him if he did so, hewould recommend his case to the favorable notice of the Government.

In aceordance with this proposal your Memorialist’s Agent at once applied for a removal of

the attachment and gave up the property in his possession.

Such are the leading features of his case, and hex:e -Mefnorialist would ‘respectful'ly press
upon the consideration of your Honorable Court the dnsapPOl"tmel}l he experiences, atter‘all he
has doue in assisting the views of Government, when he finds he is not even replaced in the

e . : ; i im by the Comumissioner.
position he occupied prior to the engagement made with him by

This it was but natural to expect, for if two parties agree upon ?.certaiu line of conduct, and
one yield an important point upon an eXpress understanding f.hat if he does so, a pros‘pect.ive
beht.:ﬁt will be extended to him, there is nothing unreasonable in the hope, on the benefit being
withheld, that the party who had been led to expect it, will'be re.\s'tored to the possessio'n of that
advantage which he had relinquished. This is true in .pnvate life and much more so in a case
wherein the Government and one of its subjects are parties.

Your Memorialist must necessarily feel that while his part in the engagement has been fully
carried out, the promise of the Commissioner has not been fulfilled.

In order to the complete realization of this promise, Memorialist solicits your Honorable
Court either to grant him what the Commissioner recommended, viz. payment of the debt
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admitted by the Commissioner and as he
or if this is impracticable, to put him aga
bought in on the part of Government.

that Law, the protection prepared by the

ol
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believes by the Board of Revenue to be justly due,
in in the position he occupied before the Estate was
That position was the resylt of u recourse to Law, and

Government itself Jor the safety of its subjects.

¥ submit that justice cannot be satisfied, if the GO"‘"’-‘
ights declared by its own Courts of Law, or if it

oner, and is itself the recipient of a benefit, derived
by an act which had its origin in a confiding and obedient Spirit on the part of one of its subjects.

repudiates the opinion of its own Commissj

port the views of your highest Legal Authorities in
taking steps for liquidating a debt (subject to the deductions agreed upon)
See Appendiz B.

the justice of which has been so frequemly admitted by Government
and the nature of which is in a

artly contracted by
Council in support

moment compl'ehc“ded
the Zamindir to defray the expenses

of an appeal before the Queen's Privy of his own rights as sole Proprietor of

the Visireddi Estates,

Your Memorialist would only further add that the money was originally advanced to Réjé
Vésireddi Rémanddha Bébu by M. Venkatdswiuy: Néyudu on the faith of the large extent of
landed property in the Possession of the sajq Zamindér angd the known valye thereof, and as the
same is now in the possession of Govemment, Memorialist has 1o means of recovering from him
the large amount due to M, Venkatdswami's Estate except through the liberality of your Honor-
able Court, :

3lst May 1860, No. 896.
Board of Revenue for early and ful) report.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government-

No.. 167. OrpEer THEREON,

Ordered to be referred to the
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