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No. 65. Read the following letter from II. NEWILT,, Esq., Director of Revenue Settle.
ment, to J, D, BOURDILLON’, Esq., Secremry to Government, Revenue Depart.
ment, ort Saint George, dated Madras, 19th May 1860, No. 505 : —

I have the honor to forward the following copy of a letter to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, explanatory of the Rules for the Water Assessment of the Godavery and Krishna Deltas,
in reference to the remharks of the Board in submitting the same to Government in their Proceed-
ings of 16th instant.

——

From H. NEWILL, Esq., Director of Revenue Settlement, to J, D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated 19tk May 1860, No. 503,

L. I have the honor to acknowledge th receiptiof the Board's ’roceedings.of 16th instant,
No. 2,372, reviewing the Rules Proposed, in communicafion with the Collectors, for the Water
Assessment in the Godavery and Krishna Deltas, and in reply to offer a few. remarks ju-further
explanation of the same, with reference to the Board’s observations,

2. The case of discontinuance of wateris contemplated in paragraph 4'ef the Ordey of
. : Govérnment calling for the Rules. The extent to6 which
Dated Tth Decembey 1859, No. 1,656. this could, in my opinion, be safely and properly allowed
is deseribed in Paragraph 2 of my lettér of A3th Decem-
ber 1859, No. 1,083, to the Collectors of the Godavery and' Krishug Districtsy (which forms past
of the correspondence sent up to the Board,) and should perhaps I}ave beep ’moré prominently
noticed by me. I there stated that * the Governmenf; had recognized 'the"p:o‘,posed plan of
““ charging for water by tracts, and that this applied with double force to the first or main crop,
 that it seemed unnecessary, therefore, to provide for any isolated ficlds of regular wet culti-
“vation being converted to dry at the option of the Raiyat, that when land was once broughg¢
“into the irrigated class, it should, as a rule, be considered as held on condition of payment of
““ the consolidated Assessment for land and for water ; Provision being, however, made for special
“* cases, where it might be Decessary to free the land from the water charge after it had been
“brought under it, and that the Rule, as sketched out for the discontinuance of water supply and
““ charge was, drawn up in terms conveying the greatest freedom of aciion consistent as I thought,
* with security against fraud and accuracy of account, *’

3. I fully coneur with the Board in thinking it better that it should be laid down gs g
rule that Nanjai cannot be re-converted into Punjai, unless the means of itrigation fail. Rule
No. 6 was drawn up with reference to the provision ¢ for discontinuance of the use of water”
contemplated in the Order of Government. Ifit were cancelled in toto, as I would now recom-
mend, it would leave matters in exact accordance with the general practice in the Northern
Cirkars, viz,, that lands once brought under regular itrigation and entered in the Nanjai class
are not re-converted into Punjai, unless from failure of the source of irrigation, or other uncon-
trollgble causes. The Rule No, 6 as it now stands, provides for very little more than this ; and,
having reference onl ¥ to an exception to general Practice, may be considered unnecessary.

4 Itis perhaps unnecessary to add that if option is allowed in all cases, to the Raiyats to
take or discontinue the use of water, the principle of dealing with land by~ tracts must be aban-

- o doned, and all the evils of an annual examination of

Printedin Proceedings of Madras Govern- each field hazarded, as noticed in paragaph 4 of my

ment for December 1859, No. 49 4. Memorandum, dated 25th November 1859, to which I

beg specially to refer as showing that such option,

involving a transfer from Nanjai to Punjai, is not in accordance with the usages of the country,

and not in itself necessary or expedient, but that raising the question of it, would only tend to
unsettle things, to foster fraud, vexation and evasion of the tax,

5. The case contemplated by the Board in reference to Rule 7, 1s perbaps an extreme one,
The interest of the majority will in most cases be' the interest of the minority, The tracts will
be regulated with reference generally to what is applied for, and wuot arbitrarily with
teference to capability of irrigations so that the supposed minority would only be with regard
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to a few isolated fields, and these cannot generally be grown with dry produce in the midst of
ierigation, and must necessarily come under it, Paragraph 5 of the Memorandum above quoted,
further elucidates the mode of supplying new lands in tracts instead of by fields.

6. With regard to the Board’s observation on Rule 9, I would ask whether surreptitiously
taking water cannot be considered theft or fraud, as well as trespass.

-

7. Mr. Purris will be further consulted, as suggested by the Board in paragraph 4.

8. In reference to the last paragraph of the Board’s Proceedings, I‘ma‘y remark that the
former part of Mr. Knox's letter, touching upon a varying water cess, was left unnoticed as quite
beside the matter of the Rules, as subsequently to the conference at Masulipatam, as well as on
that occasion, the whole question was fully discussed by the Board and the Members of Govern-
ment, their Proceedings and Minutes being recorded, and final orders passed in favor of a gene-
ral water rate, and directing also that Rules should be drawn up accordingly.

% _ . i
No. 66. OrpER THEREON, 25th May 1860, No. 846. / - .
; i . ) el = B
Ordered to be taken into consideration in conjunction with the reply of the Board of »
Revenue to the Order of the 21st instant, No. 820.- ~ Z
: (Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON, i :
Secretary to Governmen!. 4 . . y
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