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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Jor the month of M ayj " 1860.

No. 17. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated !2th March 1860,

No. 2,322 :—

2 ; Th 250 % . P, %A Read again letter from the Officiating Collector of Salem, dated 30th March 1860, No. 86.
g ity Sings ' 4 (In Con., 3rd April 1860, No. 1,505.)
) ; BN E ol Read also the following letters from the same Officer.
R0 5 1 : Dated 13th, in Con., 19th April 1860, No. 1,754.
2lst, in Con., 24th April 1860, No. 1,870.

s , . ot Yy, 3 ﬁynnlcglcil:% OpfaA;Filésa 1. The above lettersrelate to the Suit 4
.‘ ) Hon e =5 Driginal 8 leg“tﬁ - . noted in the margin, which was authorized 2
- Ramen, residiog in Olagaripatti, in the Talug of Para- to be defended in Extract from Minutes |

mubti. of Consultation

g In Con., 20th May 1854. : b
H. D. Phillips, Esq., Collector of Salem. e g dated 27th May i

Govindoo Rén, Tahsildar of Womalur, and 8 others, } o 1854, Revenue E v
Department, No. 605.

i R

1ot

2, This Suit was originally instituted to regain possession of certain lands which Plaintiff
alleged he held on Pattd, but which were taken from him and given to other parties. For the
defence it was asserted that Plaintiff never had possession of all the lands he claimed, but that
they were fraudulently entered in his Pattd, instead of other land, by the Karanam who was
punished for the offence. The question, therefore, was whether the Pattaddr was entitled to have
the lands to which the entries in his Pattd referred, or whether the Patta should be corrected
according to his true holding. The latter course was adopted, after a careful investigation by

e _ the then Sub-Collector, but the Plaintiff was dissatisfied and brought the matter before the
. ok : v Court.

s
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3. The decision of the Sub-Judge noy forwarded is adverse to the Collector, and adjudges
him to pay costs. The Decree states that the Patthd4r really and formally obtained the lands on
Pattd, and that he was actually in possession of them when they were given to other parties, on the °
plea that although entered in the Pati, they were not actually in his possession.

4. The Officiating Collector proposes to appeal against this decision on the grounds stated «
; in detail in his Memorandum of Appeal, but the Board are unable to support hisrequest. From
o 5 - - 4 ~ the evidence adduced before the Cotirt, there are grounds for believing that the lands were
' ' formally acquired by Plaintiff, from the Subordinate Revenue authorities; that they were duly
‘ 4 : ‘entered in his Patta; and that he held peaceable possession of them when they were made over
A ! » : < - S to other parties. It, moreover, appears that according to the Hukumnéama, a party holding land
: : : . under a pasture Pattd (which seems to have been the description of title first granted to Plaintiff)
has the preferential right to obtainit on full assessment. The Plaintiff’s refusal to keep the lands
. in dispute at the enhanced rate has not been proved, nor does it appear that he*in any way
consented to their being given away to others. Under all these circumstances, therefore, the Board
- would recommend that further proceedings be abandoned, and that the Plaintiff be allowed the i
benefit of the decision of the Court in his favor. 1
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: L : ' 5. With regard to the proposal in the concluding
‘ | : ey - InCon., 19th April 1860, No. 1,754, paragraph of Mr. Knox’s letter, dated 13th ultimo, the

\ 3 o : 3 \ . T b | GO 3 Beard observe that Government have recently decided
‘ : : s ‘ 5 NS - that the privilege of taking up a certain extent of land as pasturage ata lower rate than the
= ¥4 -~ regular assessment shall not be withdrawn for the present. This being the case the Board think

-+ the person who pays the pasture tax may reasonably claim to have the option of retaining the
3 . Rl ~ land at full assessment when it is required for cultivation.

P AR e , . o . . " i G. The Collector will report the amount of costs adjudged against Government.
e i : : (A true Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

0 3 ‘.“

No. 18. OrpER THEREON. 22nd May 1860, No. 822.

1. This Proceeding of the Board relates to a Suit in the Salem Subordinate Court, in
which a Decree has been delivered adverse to the Collector who is the 1st Defendant. The
late Acting Collector Mr. Knox advised that an appeal should be made ; but the Board
recommend that no further Proceedings should be taken.

9. The case relates to some uncaltivated land which was given by the Sub-Collector for
enltivation to certain persons (Defendants 4 to 10) but which the Plaintiff claimed as in his
occupation at the time. It appears that the land in question was actually included in the
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Proceedings of the Madras Govermment, Revenue Department,
Jor the month of May 1860.

R s

e e T

Plaintiff’s Pattd, as held by him for pasture on frd assessment, accordin o ice in the
Salem District ; but other parties having applied for the lm;d, the Kgrgna::edperxt::g B3
was not really in Plaintiff's possession, that the land held by him was different, but that it was
wrongly described in the Patta, Mr. F, Maltby, Sub-Collector at the t,ime (for these
Lransactions occurred so long ago as 1850) investigated the case with care. After visiting the
spot, he accepted the Karanam’s explanation, and gave the land to the new applicants.
Plaintiff brought his action and the defence was based on the same statement of the Kpa!:'anams F
it was h',owever rejected by the Court, who decided that the lands in question were really in
Plamtcllﬁ °t pfsf”'“?“; 3“% tgf _Btg&rd 10W express the opinion (paragraph 4) that there are
rounds for believing tha aintiff was in g ?
gnade over to the othger parties. peaceable possession of the lands when they were

3. Mr. Knox in his Memorandum - : . ;
ths Viaicf was oot seally in poses A e DL
the original defence ; but lays stress on the fact that Plaint; y 3
conditional and for a specifie e at Plaintiff’s possession of the land was only

. viz., for grazing, and that he was bound to give it u
o NOUUE DY another Raiyat for cultivation ; and his chief argument is that such c?mditiona!;
occupation gave Plaintiff no preferential right to take the land

’ 8 for cultivation. Thi ent
however, is at variance with the Distriet Hukumnima whi i e

A 2 SR ich expr
right; and Mr. Knox explains in a later letter that he had bee L el
particular, 1t is stated indeed in the orje;

4. The Government have nothing either tg gain or lose b
the amount of the costs. Under any circumstances, therefore s
. ; they do not t b
expedient to make an appeal ; and certainly not when the Bt’)ard Zf Reveu‘}z*:krel; fwgu!gio 3
that the right is on the side of the Plaintiff,” The Board will communicate this decision%o the
Collector; and will report the amount of the costs of the suit for the sanction of Government.

y the issue of the action, except

-

5. The Governor in Council resolves to bring to the knowl :

Adilat the great delay which oceurred in this cgase. It does :doﬁ;e:;p:l;: (t:: m':ezgn?aadl?l'
extraordinary difficulties; and yet it has taken six years to get a decision Th[:a Dzeree iJsT
stated indeed to have been passed on the 30th September 1859 ; but the Acting Collector adds
that it was not fair copied and sealed till some time in March 1860, as it see?ns. Even now
only a part of the Decree is given; there is no statement of the case, and the amount of costs is
not specified as it ought to be. ‘ .

(Signed) 7. D. BOURDILLON,
‘ Secretary to Government,

L
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