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Proceedings of the Madras Gove?'fzféiérat,—V-]ké?zéyeﬁn.;zﬁe; DP
for the month of January 1860

artment,

No. 16. Read the fol\owiug'letter from W. WATERFIELD, Esq., Acting Superintendent
of Stamps ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq,, Chief Secretary to Government, dated 2lst De-
cember 1859, No, 223. ,

I have the honor to request that you will lay before Governmegnt the accompanying corres-
pondence between my predecessor and the Register of the Sadr Court on the subject of stamp
refund certificates. . ; .

Mr. Lushington requested that the Court would direct all judicial officers in filling up
the certificates for audit to specify Ist, the nature of the suit; 2d, the exact stage of the proceed-
ings at which it was dismissed. :

The'Court decline to issue any cuch instructions considering Ist, thatit is inconsistent
with public interests, that the time of judicial officers should be occupied with unnecessary de-
tails; 2d, that there is no necessity for furnishing the additional information as itis not pre-
scribed by the law or the form of certificate sanctioned by Government ; 3d, that the stage of
proceedings is a point to be decided by the Courts and not by the Superintendent of Stamps.

As to the first objection we only desire that the word ¢ regaiar’ or ¢ summary’ should be
entered opposite the No. of the suit: and that for * before' or ¢ after close of proceedings,’ should
be substituted such notes as “after dnswer was filed, ¢ after the suit was declared exparte,” “after
points were recorded, &e.! The additional labour thereby entailed on the officer who has dispos-
ed of the case is so insignificant that Ldo not think further rejoinder is needed. Indeedin only
3 zillahs was there any Jdemnur to our proposal. '

With vegard to the rest, it is no doubt true that the law* only contemplates. the distinetion
of  before and after close of proceedings :’ and that the

® AJet 17 of 1848, bul Act 8 of 1859, Courts have the best'oppormnities of determining the
Section Y8 is more precise. guestion : but I observe that the certificates are granted

' either tnder such a misapprehension, of the meaning of
inattention to the circumstances of the case, that refunds in full are grant-

the terms or with such .
' 131 certificates had been incorreetly

ed when none at all is due, and within 6 months we found
granted. : R .

1 1f Government approve of the view taken by the Sadr Court, 1 respcctfu\]y request that
this office may be relieved of the audit of refunds, and the Accountant Genera%‘})‘:hde;}ref;l t«;
ith the final

accept the certificates passed by some judicial authority as sufficient vouchers. ;
responsibility thrown upon them, the lower Courts may perhaps become more pareful and dis-
criminating : but with the experience before me L do notsee how I can conscientiously certify to

the correctness of my audit, unless supplied with complete information.
.—_-_-_— -

No. 17. " OgrDER TITEREON, 4th January 1860, No. 7.

It appears that the certificates as now given by the Courtsrun in the terms of the Aet, viz,
they certify that the suit was withdrawn: before or after the close of the pleadings. It does not
appear to Government that the additional particulars asked for by the acting Civil Auditor are
essential to the audit ; but they will be prepared to give further @usulerﬂtmn to the subject, if
he will give instances of fraud caused by the absence of those particulars, or show how that ab-
sence is likely to lead to fraud.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,

Secretary to Government,
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