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Proceedings of the Madras Government,u Reven e Department,
for the month of May 1860.

Read the following Papers :—

No. 41.  Petition from the Zamorin of Calicut, to the Right Honoraile Sir CHARLES
TREVELYAN, k. ¢. B., Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated Calicat, February

1860. “

That the Zamorin, as your Lordship may be aware of, belongs to the ancient Royal Dynasty
of Calicut well known in History and is to this day revered throughout Malabar. Having once
owned allegiance to the British Government, he has ever most scrupulously adhered to it.

Even after the assumption of the Kingdom by the British Government, they were proverbially
and practically used to the respects, immunities and privileges held by families (such as that of
the Memorialist) as the ancient Sovereigns of the soil.

If a deviation from such course were allowed in case of your Memorialist unremedied, it
will be a matter of the greatest grievance to him. P

In the present case your Memorialist having no remedy but from the hands of your Excellency,
he earnestly solicits to approach you with this humble Memorial. 2

The peculiar usage of the Malabar regulates the expressions.to be used by the several classes,
with reference to the Royal Families of the locality. Thisis irrespective of religion, caste, &c.

The usage is not only strictly adhered to in social intercourses, but also repeatedly upheld
by all the authorities as will be evident from the enclosures marked A, B, C, and D.

The people, however, taking advantage of the tardy and cumbersome remedy at Law to redress
the infringement of every privilege trespass beyond their limit. When such an infringement is
made in an individual capacity, Memorialisl; can safely let it remain unnoticed. But on the
other hand when it is made in papers having the guise of the official communications, your
Memorialist has no other course left to him but seeking remedy officially. :

When the privileges were once infringed in judicial pleadings, your Memorialist's late uncle

complained to the Court of Sadr Adalat who were then pleased
* Enclosures marked A. & B. to divect the strict adherence of the local practice (vide Proceed-

ings of the Sadr Adilat, dated 1st July and 12th* September

1853), and as regards the Judicial process (vide Order of the
+ Marked C. Zilla Court of Calicut, datedf 16th February 1842.)

While the practice is so rigidly observed, a Tahsilddr had infringed the said privilege in
official communication and declared, when asked, whether it had occurred through inadvertance
or not, to be voluntary. .

Memorialist's late predecessor thereupon not having obtained remedy from his (Tahsildér's)
immediate superior, instituted a suit against him for the recovery of personal damages. In the
original trial the Civil Court of Calicut upholding the usage of Malabar, saddled Defendant with
the costs of the suit and warned him against the repetition of the same, but dismissed the amount
sued as personal damages.

Memorialist's late uncle was contented with the said Decree of the Civil Court; but on the
Government appealed on his behalf and in support of the other party, the Court of Sadr Adélat
without denying all the facts of the case non-suited the Plaintiff on the ground that the action
;s not maintainable for such infringements whatever it be the consequence thereof to Memorialist’s
late uncle, The copy of the Decree of the Civil Court is marked D. and that of the Sadr
Adilat E. :

The only course now left to your Memorialist is to institute an Appeal to Her Majesty in
Privy Council, if Her Majesty pleases to admit the same. Before adopting such measure, your
Memorialist seeks remedy from your Excellency’s hands to avoid the necessity for the’mhe,
course. :

Your Memorialist humbly submits that it is not consistent with equity or with the principle
or policy of the British Government to degrade the ancient Sovereigns of the country in the Eve
and estimation of the people. "
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2 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depart};ceni,
Jor the month of May 1860,

In the present case when the act of Amboo Tahsild4r was judicially complained by Memo-
rialist, the Government, have at once undertaken

e G ! the management of the suit thoroughly to the
great prejudice of Memorialist.

While so, the interference of the Government in support of the individual act of their
servant of inferior grade to the great degradation of an allied ancient Monarch of the soil, your
Memorialist humbly submits, amounts to insisting that he should patiently submit to the insolence
of a man so far below him in position, because of his belonging to the Public Service.

What the Memorialist asks from your Excellency’s hand is not a novel one. It is ordained "

: by the late Principal Collector of Malabar by his Order, dated 3rd
Enclosure marked F. February® 1824, and unexceptionately accepted and followed up to
W . the present. As the expressions of Her Gracious Majesty’s Procla-
mation in the assumption of the direct Government of India, Promising every respect and honor

due to Native Sovereigns of India will be ia the fresh mem
Al ory of
Memorialist does not dwell any longer on that point. S TR your

ence at your Excellency
ient nobilities,
local authoritie

’s gracious devotion in the
humbly solicits that your Excellency
s that the Officials, of every descrip-
f the District in interfering with the

improvement of India and respecting its anc
may be pleased to issue strict orders to the

tion, of Malabar should strictly adhere to
Zamorin's family,

No. 42. Memorandum by P. GRANT,
in Malabar of the Titles, « Rdja” or
or My Divine Disposer,

Esq., Collector of Malabar,

Ezxplana of the use
“ King” and * Tambirdn, A

"or My Lord and Possessor,

In order to elucidate the matter ttows ¥
length, thoroughly, it will be necessary to write somewhat at

2. In Malabar there are f. istineti
Brihmans, Néyars, Tiyyars or Ehe(:":xrg)(sli:::.t) FRoe o N o, vis.,
* 8. The Zamorin R4j4 is, I think, descended from t
4. The Brihmans and Niyars consider
Chernurs, that to approach within twenty-six pa
looked on as a misfortune, causing pollution.
5. With the exception of the Brahmans who a
castes talk of and address him as the Calicut Tambiri

he Shepherd caste,

t?xemselves so far superior to the Tiyyars and
ces of the former ang SIXty paces of the latter is

ddress the Zamorin as “ R4ja,” all other

n‘

6. A Chernur addresses a Tiyyar by the title Chévén, ang a Tiyyar in the ordi
course of daily life salutes the Ndyar as Tambirdn, but tha title is never used by a manozf“;lairgyb
caste to an inferior caste man, so that the use of the term by any one impl; t
is of lower caste than the individual addressed. Pt dddremser

7. The social import of the term Tambirén is thus apparent,
8. With regard to the use of the title Rj

and is always used in official correspondence

the adoption by them of the term Tambirk
the feelings of the people,

8, it is doubtless more honorific than Tambirén,
addressed to Europeans by Réjas and vice wevsd,
n would be incorrect ang not in consonance with

e et i it ., o e ot et

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departnent, 3
Jor the month of May 1860,

9. From what [ have been able to gather, I find that the use of the titles ¢ R4j4” and
* Tambiran” in official correspondence between Native Officers and the Agents of Rajés, has
been somewhat arbitrary and depended a good deal on the feelings of the Government Officers
and the Réjas towards each other. It was not until the case out of which the present suit
arose, happened, that the question ever came to issue.

10. My predecessor Mr. Robinson, Inspector General of Mofussil Police, and his
predecessor Mr. Clarke, now Member of the Revenue Broad, were both of cpinion that the question
was altogether a caste one, and on this ground they recommended its defence at the public cost.
I confess my own sentiments are in accordance with the expressed opinion of these two
gentlemen.

11.  The point is of much importance in these times, when from the system of .periodical
examinations pursued, so many men of the lower castes are getting into the Public Service and
rising to distinction. I cannot help thinking that they would feel galled if compelled to use the
title Tambirdn ; for instance, the Police Amin of Calicut, if a Brahman (as was the case with
the immediate predecessor of the Tahsilddr against whom the suit now under reference was
brought), would use the title Rdjé, whereas his superior the Tahsfldér, if a Tiyyar and writing
on the same case referred to him by the Collector for his opinion, would have to use the term
Tambirdn solely because he was of a lower caste.

12. It is this very circumstance of implied servility which brings so much acrimony into
the question : the lower classes boast that they have a Government which sinks all caste and
religious differences, and places its subjects on the same level.

13. There can be little doubt that the declared official adoption of the title Tambirin
would cause considerable irritation of feeling amongst the large and rising class of Tiyyars
and Moplah officials ; the Chernurs are too low in the social scale to notice it, unless worked on
by others, but they might be made tools of.

No. 43. MINUTE BY THE HONORABLE THE PRESIDENT.

1. I circulate a Memorial with enclosures from the Zamorin of Calicut which I received
during my recent tour.

2. The Zamorin, who is well known as the first Indian Prince who was brought into
connection with Europeans after the discovery of the passage round the Cape of Good Hope,
is now a wealthy mediatized Prince living under our protection.

3. It is admitted, on all hands, that, according to the social usages of Malabar, he ought
to be addressed as Tambiran (Zamorin) by all except Brahmins, who call him R4j4.

4. The Tahsilddr of Calicut, who is not a Brahmin, however, designaied the Zamorin as
R4ié ouly, in a letter to His Highness’ Manager ; and, when invited by the Zamorin to say the
omission was an inadvertence, he declined doing so; upon which His Highness sued him for
damages in the Civil Court. The Judge would give no damages, not considering the omission of
the titleas “absolutely injurious” to the Zamorin; but he, at the same time, saddled the Tahsild4r
with costs, on the ground that he had wilfully and deliberately, and under color of his official
position, insulted His Highness' feelings by his infringement of local usage.

5. Upon this the Government Pleader was directed to prosecute an Appeal on the ground
that to submit to such a decree would be an undue recognition of the claims of caste. The
case came on for hearing on the 20d July last, when the Sadr Adalat reversed the original
decree, with the following observations : “The mere circumstance that the act of one person is
“hurtful to the feelings of another gives no right of action; and the use of terms of addrt?as,
““however contrary te usage, does not, in their opinion, amount to a breach of .privilege' calling
“for remedy by a Judicial tribunal.” The Zamorin, in his turn, has now instituted an Appeal
to Her Majesty in Council ; but, previously to prosecuting it, he seeks a remedy at our hands.

6. The case appears to me to be a very plain one. Itis notdenied that the Zamorin is

entitled to the address by usage. The question is one of social etiqueite. The Government
ought not to encourage its subordinates to invade established etiquette. If they are not prohi-
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5. T would leave the parties themselves, in the present instance, to arrange in their private

intercourse those questions of Hindoo or Native etiquette which may arise between them. As
for public correspondence 1 do not consider that the Zamorin has just cause to complain when

the servants of Grovernment address him as the Rdjd of Calicut, the form used by the highest
class of the Native community. =
(Signed) E. MALTBY.
17th April 1860.

No. 46. MINUTE BY THE HONORABLE W. MOREHEAD.

1. T take the same view of the case as that taken by the President,

9. T cannot look upon it as a caste question. Itisadmitted that the Zamorin is entitled to
be called and the usage has been to address him as “ Tambardn.” The refusing to do so, by our

“officials, is an innovation that we should not permit. It can only have been done with an inten-

tion to insult and annoy, and it should be at once put an end to.
3. The Zamorin I consider is justified in asking from us that he should bave the respect
due to him shown by the servants of Government, and it is right that we should desire it to

be observed.
(Signed) W, MOREHEAD.,

No. 47, From CLEMENT DALE, Esq., Government Pleader Sidr Adélat, to THOM AS
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras 12th March, 1860
No. 48. | : ’

With reference to the Order of Government noted inthe margin, I have the honor to
report for the information of the Homnorable the
Order of Government, 19¢h January 1860, Governor in Council, that the miscellancous

No. 100 Revenue Department. Petition which was presented by me to the
Court of Sddr Adalat on behalf of the Police
Amin of Calicut, praying for leave to Appeal specially to the Sadr Adalat, against the Decree
passed by the Civil Judge of Calicut in the Appeal Suits No. 22 and 93 of 1858, notwithstand-
ing the time limited for that purpose had expired, came on for hearing this morning ; when
their honors the Judges, were pleased to grant the prayer of the Petition ; but owing to the
very great delay (seven months) which had occarred their honors shewed great hesitation in
complying with the request.

No. 48. ORrRDER THEREON, 14th May 1860, No. 775.

1. The Zamorin of Calicut was the first Indian Prince who was brought into connection
with Europeans after the discovery of the passage round the Cape of Good Hope ; his descendant
is now a wealthy mediatized Prince living under British protection.

9. 1t is admitted, on all hands, that, according to the social usages of Malabar, this Prince
ought to be addressed as Tambiran (Zamorin) by all Hindoos except Brihmans, who call him
Riéja.

8. The Tahsfld4r of Calicut, who is not a Brdhman, designated the Zamorin as R4jé only,
in a letter to his Highness’ Manager ; and, when invited by the Zamorin to say that the omission
was an inadvertence, he declined to do so; upon which His Highness sued him for damages in
the Civil Court. The Judge refused to give damages, not considering the omission of title as
« ghsolutely injurious” to the Zamorin; but he at the same time saddled the Tahsildir with
costs, on the ground that he had wilfully and deliberately, and under color of his official position,
nsulted His Highness' feelings by an infringement of local usage.

4, Upon thisthe Government Pleader was directed*

* Order 19th March 1858, No. 356.  to prosecute an appeal on the ground that to submit to
such a decree would be an undue recognition of the

claims of caste. The case came on for hearing on the 2nd July last, when the Sadr Adélat
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6  Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departme”;‘z“t:b
or the month of May 1860.

reversed the original decree, with the following obseryations :

““ the act of one person is hurtful to the feelings of another gives no right of action ; and the use
“of terms of address, however contrary t» usage, does not, in their opinion, amount to a
“breach of privilege calling for remedy by a Judicial tribunal.” The Zamorin, in his turn,

contemplates an appeal to Her Majesty in Council ; but previously to instituting it he secks a
remedy at the hands of Government.

“ The mere circumstance that

5. The support given by the Government to the Tahsi
of Calicut to shew the same disrespect to the Zamorin,
of suits.

ldir encouraged the Police Amin
aud the result has been a similar series

6. The Government have now carefully reconsidered the case. It is not denied that the

~ Zamorin is entitled, by usage, to the address upon which he insists. The question at issue is
one of social etiquette. The Government are of opinion that their subordinates ought not to be
encouraged to invade established etiquette. If they are not prohibited from doing so, they should,
at any rate, not be upheld and supported if they take that course. They should, at least,
indulge their taste or conscience in such matters, at their own risk and cost. A Clerk in the
Tithes Office (however bigoted a Dissenter) would not be allowed to leave out

the words
¢ Right Reverend” or * My Lord” in addressing the Bishop of London in writing ; nor would
the republican convictions of a receiver of Crown rentsin the County of Nottingham excuse him

from using all usual terms in addressing one of the Dukes. This was the view of the case taken
by the Honorable Mr. Walter Elliot, who on a letter from the Board of Revenue on the subject,
dated the 15th of August 1856, remarked as follows: “ The question seems to be merely one of
¢ etiquette, If the right of the Zamorin family to the title Tambirdn, is so notorious as
represented in the petitions, the Tahsfldar should undoubtedly have given it to them.”

7. On the foregoing considerations the Governor in Council resolves to direct the Collector
and Magistrate of Malabar to inform the Tahsfldar and Police Amin, that the Government
cannot support them in withholding from the Zamorin the usual marks of respect, and that if

any further legal proceedings take place, they must be at the cost of the Officers concerned, and
not of the Government.

8. The Government Pleader will be informed that the Special Appeal in the case of the
Calicut Police Amin, referred to in his letter of the 12th March above recorded

, 1s not to be
proceeded with on the part of Government.

9. Mr. Grant will acquaint the Zamorin with the decision of Government in reply to his\

petition, and will furnish him with a copy of this Order.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,
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