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A | S Proceedings of the Madras Govermment, Revenue Department,
) ' ' for the month of May 1860
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: No. 110. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st April 1860,
B , A, ‘ No. 1,943:—

T , ' : : : : 33 - Read letter from the Officiating Collector of Salem, dated 19th March 1860, No. 68.
) : e (In Con., 22nd March 1860, No. 1,332.)

. Resolved, that the above letter be submitted to
In Con., 2nd February 1860, No.513. Government with reference to their Order, dated 38lst
5:5. 92 : January last, No. 167, Revenue Department.

‘2. The Pennagram Muttha of Salem comprised an area of 21,4251} acres, charged with
4 3 T g a Peshkash of Rupees 6,200. It was sold in 1851,
Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 1,277, on account of an arrear of fopees 1,720, and
. R. D., 23rd December 1851, i#®Con. 19th purchased by Government for Rupees 8,170,
. R gt ? sJanuary 1852, No. 3,153. %o The deduction of the arrear reduces the actual
» ( purchase money to Rupees 6,450, from which

probably some further deduction to a trifling extent was made for expenses of sale, &c.

3. OF the gross area stated above acres 938 g. 27 a. 3, assessed at Rupees 787-11-11, are
. ' held on Indm tenures, and a further extent of acres
¢ Vide Statement 2, in Collector’s (étter. 9,776 g. 33, are waste and unfit for cultivation. The
] £ area productive of Revenue is thus reduced to acres
10,709 g. 20 a. 6, bearing an Assessment of Rupees 10,045-6-7.

7 4. The average reccipts from the Muttha under Government management from Fasli 1261
“ to Fasli 1268 (both inclusive) have been Rupees 8,495 per annum, and the Establishment charges
/ Rupees 6142, leaving a net Annual Revenue of Rupees 7,853, or Rupees 1,633 yearly in excess
Q&‘s of the old Peshkash, Rupees 6,200. ‘ .

: \ 5. 'The average area under cultivation in the same period has been acres 8,693, leaving
. acres 2,016 available, much of which will doubtless be immediately taken up, in consequence of
the recent reduction of Assessment whereby an addition will be ultimately made to tl,l.f Revenue,

& though not, of course, to the amount of the old Survey Assessment. %

oy & . 6. Mr. Bain’s proposal is to repay Government the purchase money, Ru 5,450, and to
: ' arm the Muttha for the old Peshkash of Rupees 6,200 per annum. :
i : e ST 7. Mr. Knox is opposed to this arrangement as adverse to the interests of Government and
' ; ‘ .~ the people, and as likely to prove an unsuccessful speculation to Mr. Bain himself.

e N :t PR T 8. The latter question is matter for Mr. Bain’s own consideration, and need not here be
: ’ ' noticed. 3

: : B e "9, As'regards Government (apart from the people) the question is chiefly a pecuniary one-
s s J R 0 1f they accept Mr. Bain’s offer, they; will receive a fixed annual sum of Rupees 6,200 and interest
: < X on a present payment of Rupees 6,450, which at 5} per cent. would amount to Rupees 355, or
in all Rupees 6,555 instead of a net Revenue, which, during the last eight years, has averaged
: “+ Rupees 7,853. The difference between these sums is Rupees 1,298 which represents the amount
> s =:. Government will give up for a permanent in exchange for a Raiyatwéri administration o

. Muttha. ‘ . 3 Il | A%

; ' oo N 10. As regards the interests of the peé‘iﬂg, the Board prefer the Raiyatwiri, as a system,
: _ T . . . "‘ in the circumstances of this Presidency. Theré is, however, no legal objection to Government
ey . ‘ “ ; . % gangtaring its righig to a Farmer or Haurinddry provided care is taken to secure  the rights of

i : the Raiyatwarl proprietfm_, and to ensure to them from the Farmer or Zamindar the same liberal

.

_treatment as they might expect from the direct administration of Government.

ﬁ S : v Bafn’é offer is accepted, the Board think it would be better to give him a
—— ent Sanad than to confer on him’the less complete and somewhat indefinite rights of &
" Farwer on an Assessment fixed in perpetuity. ;
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Proceedings of the Madras Govemment, Revenue Depmtment
Jor the month of May 1860. ’
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12. The Board trust that the infor i i 1
g m & rmation given in the above | wi
. i ' ; > etter will suffice to enable
tG;);;eane:t' t'o dejmd;, as to whether My, Bain’s application should be complied with or not;
heir own opinion is that, as a general rule, it is not just to R iyats to make over their hold; )
L ir holdings

to a middleman without their fy]]
: : consent, and that in the py i it wi

the interests of Government that such a course should be puf lf:(elnt A B b
sued,

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

—————

No. 111, y
No : ORDER THEREON, 8th Ma 1860, No. 736
['he Government resolve to inform Mzr. Bain .
= -]

that they are unable to commpl it i )  reply to his letter of the 24th

January,

: K
(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary 1o Government,

|

# Vide statement No. 1.

In Con. 228D MarcH 1860, No. 1332.

From T. J. KNOX, Isq., Officiating Collector of SALEM,
dated Royacotta, 19th March 1860, No. 68.

In obedience to the Board’s order, under date the 3rd February last, No. 603, conveying the
Proceedings of Government, dated the 3lst January last, No. 167, forwarding a copy of Mr.
Bain’s application for the Pennagaram wmootah and requesting me to report on its revenue since
its purchase, &c., I have the honor to state as follows :—

2. This Pennagaram mootah comprised 36 villages* and seven
hamlets. Its area being 21,425 acres and 11 annas with a permanent
peishcush of Rupees 6,200,

3. In 18501 the wet and dry cultivation was acres 8,266-23-10, assessed
at Rupeess 7,822.0-2 and the ready money eollections on sundry accounts
amounted to Rupees 124-8-3; thus the total receipts were Rupees 7,946-8-5, but afler deduct-
ing the charges for the establishment the net revenue was Rs. 7,327-8-8, leaving after payment
of the Government due about 1,100 Rs. for the mootahdar’s own use, In 1850, there was an
arrear in the peishcush against the mootahdar, Vencetram Chetty, of Rupees 1,720 for which it was
attached and with the sanction of the Board, Mr. Phillips* put
the mootal up to auction at Darampury on the 27th October
1851, and it was bought by him on behalf of Government for
the amount of Rupees 8,170,

4. From the statements Nos. 2 and 3, the Board will see that the estate” is steadily
mproving under Government management, and T have just given the ryots the benefit of the recent
rders of Government regarding remissions, which of course must be considered should the estate
e handed over to a third party.

5. Having thus given a brief history of this estate] and shewn that it has steadily

T Fasli 1260.

* Vide paragraph 3, 4, and 5 of Mr.
Phillips’ letter, dated the 6th No-
vember 1851, No. 137.

nproved since it came under the direct management of the revenue officers of Government, I will

ate my opinion regarding Mr. Bain's application.

6. I must commence by stating that I have viewed this matter from two points and having
onsidered the interests of the Government, the people which I consider identical, and the
terest of Mr. Bain, I am of opinion that Mr. Bain’s application should not be com-
ied with, However Government may wish to encourage luropean settlers, it has never
't been believed that persons without hereditary claims acquiring an estate by purchase, are
etter landlords than Government; and 1 confess I do not think it for the interests of the ryots
1at they should have a third party introduced betwesn them and Government. I should be glad
» see Mr. Bain or any other energetic man with capital, taking up waste lands and converting
lem into gardens and becoming land-holders; and Mr. Bain in paragraph 8 of his letter seems

» have considered his future position as a tenant under Government farming waste lands rather
1an a mootahdar. ‘

7. As regards Mr. Bain’s own interest, I confess I feel great doubts of his ultimate success ;
: admits be is now doing a lucrative business and from a letter I bave had from him, I am
'rsuaded he knows very little about the occupation he now seeks. There is in fact very little
ioccupied land in the mootah fit for cultivation, he would have at once to commence with a
avy outlay for clearing away jungles and has little chance of growingZeither coffee or wheat
d would find a powerful rivalry in the cattle-breeding-system which at present exists.

8. The question, however, of acceding to Mr. Bain's request does not rest with me, while I
pe 1 have given all the information necessary. I trust I may be excused if the opinion I
ve given is founded on a mistaken view of the real interests of Government and its ryots.

Enc. 1.
AsstracT.—Statement shewing the villages comprised in the}Pennagaram mootah,

Enc. 2.
ABSTRACT. —Statement shewing the extent of Pennagaram, late a mootah’in the Daramg.
i talug. z

Exc. 8.

AssTRACT.—Statement shewing the cultivation and beriz of feach Fasli from 1261 to 1268
d establishment, &c. : E

Exd. J. Tulloch.
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