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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Jor the month of May 1860.
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No. 70. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th March 1860,
No. 1,495 : —

Read letters from J

The Collector of Ganjam, No. 5,562, dated 29th Oet. 1859, in Con. 8th Nov. No. 319

Vlgagapatam, » 4880, ,, 20th Depts. -5y »  90th Sept. ,, 910

Rajahlnundry, ». 85,221, -, -15th oty =2 »  20th Oct.

Masulipatam, » 6,295, .. 99th Oet,. "4 *, 5th Nov,

Guntoor, s, AT Séptsii s 22nd Sept,

Nellore, » 4,648, .. 15th Sept. ,, g 17th Sept.

Cuddapah, » 4607, ,, 1%t Sept. »  15th Sept.

Bellary, » 5,276, , 2lst Oect. s 24th QOct, .

Kurnool, » 4,856, , 2954 Sept. »  29th Sep &

. Chingleput, » 4,680, , 16th Sept. »  19th Sep ?
North Arcot, » 9,091, . 10th Oect. v 12th Oct. ¥ 944,
South Areot, »w H777, ,, 2th Sept. e 26th Sept. ,, 218,
Tanjore, 2 5,196, 2 15th Oct. ) »” 18th Oct. A 210
Trichinopoly, ,, 4.678, » 12th Sept. - 19th Sept. ,, 177.
Madura, s 4916,  ,, . 27th Sept. < 3rd Oet. 178.
Tinnevelly, » 9027, ,,  4h Oet. " 8th Oct. 409.
Coimbatore, » 8,570, ,,  8rd Nov. » 9th Nov, 204.
Sa]e“)’ P 5,4‘76, P Ist Nov, » 4th Nov, 807,
Canara, »» 5,782, » 12th Nov. ”» 18th Nov. 198.
Malabar, » 8,175, ., 11th Oect. 55 17th Oct. 244.

In their Proceedings, dated 13th August 1859, No. 1,085, the Government while noticing
the delay in the submission of the Statement of Revenue

In Con. 15th August 1859, No. 4,087.  Collections for June 1859, allude to the very late period at
which the yearly Settlement is now made in many

Districts ; and desire the Board to investigate the real causes of the delay and report to
Government what they are, and how farand by what means they may be obviated. This Order
has been circulated to all Collectors with a call for full information on the subject, and the
Board will not notice the replies of these Officers.

2. The Board observe from the Collectors’ Reports, that in most Districts the Settlement

is concluded genefally before the end of the Fasli. The dates on which the Settlement of F asli

1268 was commenced and completed in the several Distriets are given below :—

Districts. Date of commencement. Date of conclusion.
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Ganjam ... .. ..| 1st December 1858 ... «:| 14th February 1859

Vizagapatam ... 11th 4th March
7th April

Rajahmundry ... .| 2nd »
Masulipatam ... 2lst 3 10th  do.
Guntoor ... ... .| 16th -+ .| 15th do.

Nellore. =~ & 10th November Kou %7 20th do.

Cuddapah... .., ..[ 15th December oo wwf 11th July 53

Bellary... : 23rd November yeo  ona Before the end of April 1859,
Kurnool ... = .70 Bnd Decenches 3 =+ weal  26th April 1859,
Chingleput ... ... In February 1859.., ... In May 5

North Arcot ... ..| 14th March == ol 12th August ,, .

South Arcot ... 4th do. R7th May

Tanjore ... ... ..| 25th do. s wsa| 26th June

Trichinopoly ... 20th January End of April ,,

Madura ... ... ..| 8th March e+ wf Tth June

Tinnevelly .., ... 10th May 30th June ,,

Coimbatore ... ..| In January o el 3rd July )
Salem .. End of April ,,

Camara ... ... .| “7th D.e;c.:emlﬂ.:.l&’asm 12th May
Malabar ... ... 23rd February 1859 ... ... 10th June

O 00~ O e s 09 29

3. The only Districts in which the Settlement was concluded after the Fasli are Cuddapah,
North Arcot, and Coimbatore. In the first two Districts the delay is inconsiderable being only a
few daysafter the Fasli. It isattributed in the three Districts generally to the change of Officers
during the year. In Cuddapah the additional reason is urged that the old plan of allowing
remission on individual holdings for wet land consumed much valuable time from the strict
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
for the month of May 1860. :
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scrutiny that was necessary. The Board do not regard this as suffici

3 i = 2 2 . u

completion of the Settlem’ent within the Fasli. In North Arcotf?hc;edntl'to account for the non-
chiefly owing to the Jamébandi having been commenced at so late ae ay W(']as unusually great,
1859. None of these causes are such as are likely to occur ever period, viz. 14th March
Settlement. Y year to prevent an early

4. The Collector of Chingleput states that the Settlement mi
Demand, Collection and Balance Statement for June closed at a m“ lml
jama culti'vation carried on after the conclusion of the Seulem‘;‘:‘:
following instead of the current Fasli. The Board do not understand’w}, X !
to, and whether the landsso cultivated are entered in the Patta. Und a}:: ok eRliivation refers
held is to be paid for without reference to the cultivation, and it ise; tt e‘lnew system all land
circumstances, there can be Siwdi-jama to such a large extent. The% 1([ ear how, under such
submit full explanation on the subject, and to state whether the cul ollector is requested to
dry lands or both. cultivation refers to wet or

5. The Collector of South Arcot submits a form to be substj
form No. 18 for individual Pattas to avoid delay and save unnesctltu
he proposes to enter by fields and in detail only those items whicissd.ﬁ. .
year’s Patta, and in those instances where the Patta does not vary from'] er from the previous
that no particulars are to be enterc?d. Fresh Pattas need not be granted (uaslt year’s, he proposes
when no change has taken place in the previous year’s Patta, and in su }r: ess specially desired,)
sufficient to deduct from the gross assessment in the same P’atta an c cases it will be quite
granted and exhibit the net assessment ; but in cases in which someyﬁr]e(imssmn that may be
others taken up, it will be necessary to enter by fields the details of th ; hs are abandoned and
render the document complete. e holding of the year w0

ght be completed, and the
earlier period, if the Siwi-
were held to belong to the

ted in lieu of the present
ary labor, In thig form

6. The Districts to be noticed next are Tanjo i
Settlement was concluded just at the end of the Fnélife, Ifgl?}?:‘%e‘!l{_;:dt.Mad“ra.’ in which the
the Settlement of the ¢ field-assessed” villages was completed a few d&'n llt)med District ‘hOUgh
Fasli, yet the accounts of the * Olungu” and “ Mottu-faisal” villa vk Efor? el o
all received till the l‘2t.h,July. This delay is ait-ibuted to a large ixte:f fa]s.h 1268 were not
brought under “ Améni,” or sharing system, consequent on the losses occ(:). ;and, haviag been
astrous ﬂtz?ds of the year. As arrangements ave, however, in progress : fSlOned by the dis-
« Olungu” system, the Collector expects that the Settlement of the Di :“"_Sup?rse.dm.g the
years be completed long before the conclusion of the Fasli. The Boarsdnt'{) will in future
Settlement of the * field-assessed” Télugs is commenced at a very late period observe that the
March. They see no reason for such long delay, and it should in futurs be av,oivdlezc.l' the end of

7. The Collector of Tinnevelly ascribes the delay vessi .
tation price of'th‘e “ Mélvaram,” oryGovernmem shaere )ozotl:f:egr[;?;es:vlital ggfixmg the commu-
prices in each Taluq in the psonths ot March and April, and to thé coltivati rence to the selling
closed up to the end of April, and makes certain suggestions to prevent the dlfn e ety
however, observe that the introduction of the Motta-faisal system into theseev;{i;ge;rhehpﬁafd’
s Which has

been ordered, will put an end to these difficulties, and fu
By ture 'S
completed. ettlements may be much sooner

8. The Collector of Madura states that the diffic i £
from the necessity of bringing to account and includinglitx? :ﬁlemzsil::?
and cropPed_ within the year ; and observes that if the tax of the s
and applications for lands refused after October, the accounts might ordinar;

Pattas prepare_d n Noyember. The Board are not at present P"epa%ed tor dl_nanly be CIPSed and
changes ; nor is it .d.e.suable that the Settlement should be closed so earl iscuss these important
be quite sufficient if it be completed at latest by the end of April of eaacl{ %Sagiovember, Tewill

g an early Settlement aris

e
lement all lands cultivatec;i
econd crops be consolidated

9 On the whole the Board have reason to Lelieve, fro
now reviewed, that under better arrangements the Settle’melirt) 23’ ::::;lsfsttl:g S ollectors’ Reports
under all ordinary circumstances, at the latest, by the end of May ; and th:t: -may be completed,
for the Collectors to close their accounts at the end cf the Fasli and transm‘tltﬂ.isﬂmte feasible
annual Returns and Reports within the time prescribed. The ,difﬁculties :»vh' ﬁ:r monthly and
early Settlement in some Districts in Fasli 1268 have been specially noticed ab:,c Preventt_ed an
obviated hereafter by the instructions issued. The Board look to the Collectorsve’. }‘;‘Dd will be
to prevent unnecessary delays, and ensure a punctual transmission of their peri ‘:ll_t : lc0nﬁdence
to which the Board and Government attach much importance. odical Returns

10. The Collectors of Coimbatore and Kurrool allude in their present Reports to th
of the Téalug Post. This subject was brought under the consideration of Governn::,ttidclays
Board, and in paragraph 5 of the Proceedings of Gog y the
In Con., 15th August 1859. dated 13th August 1859, it was referred for the partic: ]el‘nmer_n,
of the Post Master General ; and the Board hope that 'hel ar notice
arrangements Lave been made by that Officer o render the Post efficient, The '&f:ﬁ:scig

i
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for the month of May 1860.

of Ganjam states that the T4luq Post in his District is excessively dilatory, and the Collector
of Vizagapatam also notices its slowness. The Board suggest that Government should call the
early attention of the Post Master General to its improvement in these Districts also.

11. Resolved, that these Proceedings be submitted to Government, with reference to

their Proceedings, dated 13th August 1859, No. 1,085,

In Con., 15th August 1859, No. 4,087. and that they be circulated to all the Collectors for
their information and guidance.

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 7l. ORDER THEREON, 7th May 1860, No. 721.

In these Proceedings the Board of Revenue submit the information required by
Government as to the late period at which the yearly Settlement is made in many Districts.

2. From the Table appended to paragraph 2, it is observed that the Settlement was

completed as follows:—

In four in June;
In two in July; and
In one not till the 12th August.

In one District in February ;
In one District in March ;
In eight Districts in April; \
In three in May ; |l

3. Thusin ten out of twenty Districts the Settlement was completed before the end of
April; and it is evident that the delay in the other Districts is owing rather to defective arrange-
wents or an inadequate sense of the importance of an early Settlement, than to any necessity
arising from climate or other circamstances. In the two Districts of
Tanjore and Tinnevelly valid excuse has been given for the lateness
of the Settlement. In both Districts the causes are connected with
the Olungu system of Settlement heretofore prevailing there; but in both Districts that system

has now been abolished.

Paragraphs 6 and 7.

4. Mr. McDonell’s suggestion mentioned in paragraph 5, appears to merit more particular
notice than it has there received. The conversion of the present annual Patta into a more
permanent document is an object which the Government regard as of great importance ; not only
on account of the saving of time and trouble which would thereby accrue both to the Raiyat
and to Government servants, but still more for the sake of the security and permanency which
would thereby be given to landed property. There are difficulties, for the present insuperable,
in the way of the complete attainment of that object, but Mr, McDonell's proposal seems to be
a step in that direction, and the Government would wish the Board to consider it more closely,
and report more fally upon it, suggesting at the same time any improvements which may occur
to them. The Board are aware that a similar practice has been adopted by Mr. Thomas in
Coimbatore. The form of Patta used by him is annexed.

5. The Board express the opinion that the Settlement might every where be completed in
May, and the Report submitted by the end of December. It appears to Government that there
is no reason why the Settlement should not in all Districts be completed in May, and the accounts
made up and the Report despatched by the end of J uly. The Board would then be able to
submit their general Report by the end of September; the printed copy of the Board’s Report

| for the Fasli year 1268, which ended on the 30th June 1859, has ounly now been laid before

i Government.

6. Paragraph 10 of the Board’s Proceedings and the concluding paragraphs of the letters
from the Collectors of Coimbatore and Kurnool therein referred to, will be communicated to
the Pust Master General with reference to the Order of the 13th August 1859, No. 1,085.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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