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Proceedings of tﬁ:e Madras Government, Revenue Department,
JSor the month of January 1860,
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No, 7. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd December 1859,
No. 4983. i e ~

Read the following letter from the Reporter of External Commerce, dated 23rd July 1859,
(In Con. 29th July 1859, No. 3769.)

The statements adverted to in paragraph 1 of the above letter, were submitted to Govern-
ment with the Board’s Proceedings of 30th July last,

In Con. 81st August 1859, No. 4348. and sanction has been granted in Extract Minutes of
: ' Consultation, dated 30th August 1859 to print them
along with the regular trade statements of the year. : :

9. In the remaining paragraphs the Collector entersinto a brief review of the trade of the
year 1858-59, and discusses at considerable length several very important general questions.
The report has not been prepared under instructions from superior authority, nor does it require
any orders, The Board resolve, therefore, to submit acopy for the information of Government,
and to place it on their records for future reference, as occasion may arise for reverting to the
subjects noticed in it. One point only does it appear necessary to notice at once, viz., the

alleged oppressive rate of duty on gold threads

3. Uunder Act VIL of 1859, the duty leviable on gold thread is 10 per cent.ad valorem.
Mr. Underwood points out that cotton thread, twist, and ysgen are rated more lightly (5 per
cent.) and remarks that whilst cotton sewing thread is not used for weaving, gold thread is so
usad, and he considers the tax as very oppressive on the weaving class, and proposes its reduc-
tion to the same rate as cotton thread. kg

4, The Board do not concur in this recommendation. Whether cotton sewing thread
was intentionally or inadvertently included with cotton twist and yarn, the Board are not aware.
It would certainly seem to find its place more properly among haberdashery, &c., which pay

20 per cent. :

5. DBut the fact that sewing thread is unduly lightly taxed, is no good reason for reducing

_the duty on gold thread, which is an article of luxury and show, and has no better claim to consi-

deration and exemption, than many other articles which are even more highly taxed under the
new Act. ol A 2
6. The Board sce no reason to believe that the éha?gé will repress industry, or injure
any branch of manafacture or trade, as it will undoubtedly have to be borne eventually by the
consumer, and they, therefore, decline to support the Collector’s proposal.

7. The question of the revision of the Tariff values is under the Board’s consideration,
and will be submitted to Government so soon as the information is complete.

8. Although no immediate result is likely to be atcained by the propositiorf of Mr. Under-

_wood's Jetter now under consideration, the Board desire to acknowledge the zeal which prompt-
~ed him to address it, o

«

¥

(A true Extract.) :
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Acting Secretary.

No. 8. OrDER THEREON, 12th January 1860, No, 63.
Ordered that the foregoing Proceedings be recorded.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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%ﬁf %/fz'i %/@ % v Ix Cox. 29ra JULY 1859, No. 3769.
: & From W. E. UNDERWOOD, Esq. Reporter External Cominerce,

dated Madras, 23rd July 1859.
r, with reference to my letter dated 7th instant, to forward 70 Comparative
de of the Madras territories for the year 1858-59.

d statement exhibits the trade for the year under review, viz. 1858-89.
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' ‘ 3. Statement No. 2 exhibits a comparison between the past and present year; both these con-
d exported by Government. 1

.

tain the stores and treasure imported an
: | On account of Government.
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1 4. Statement No. 3 exhibits the trade of Madras for the last three years, containing the merchan-
| dise and treasure imported and exported by private merchants, or the
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Su'rm‘rr of External Commerce ’oi sea for the last three years, exclusive of Government siore:

- and treasure. -
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and is most obnoxious. The sooner the remedy is applied the better, and the more acceptable will be
thebooms ©
X Madras. | Bombay. | Caleutta.
V. Rs. V. Rs. V. Bs.
1849-50.... 0cerene 1,30,836 e
1850-51.ormeeerd] 39,822 | 40,123
1851-52..cccurenees 69,718 67,520 | « eeenes
1852-53.0ucerares 64,646 79,525
1853-54...... 77,185 6,004
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- . . ¥ 1855'56.-.----0'--- 1,87,510 4‘097 14’752
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: ‘ : Read the followini letter from the Keporeer or sisvweses —-. ;
| . (In Con. 29th July 1859, No. 3769.)
“ The statements adverfed to in paragraph 1 of the above lefter, were submitted to Government
‘ with the Board’s Proceedings of 30th July last, and sanction has been grant-
] Son, B1steA heust 1859, “ed in.Bxtract Minutes of Consultation, dated 30th August 1859 to print
e {0".43‘8?” v them .a1.0ng with the regular trade statements of the year. -
'crj In the rulmiitling paragmphs thciCollectr_)r enters ilxt? a brief review pf th.e trade of the
."1858-59', and discusses At domsidergble length scveral very important generu.l' questions. The Te-
t Has not been pmp;;ma inder instructions from superior authority, nor does it require any Orflefrs'
e anrg resolve, thergforé, to submit & copy for the information .of GO\'C‘THIHBHF,“ and t_o})la(ce‘lt (:)n
! ir"récon{dé {or future Télerence, as occasion may arise for .rc\'enmg to the .such.cts noticed 1‘11 it.
e point only does it appéar necessagy to lotice at once, Viz. the alleged oppressive rate of duty on

g | , _d.tl‘mat].' - - 3
! 8! Uner Act VII of 1859, the duty leviable on gold thread is ]Q pet cent. ad valorem. Mr.

: . ;eem to find its i)lnce more properly among haberdashery, &e., which pay 20 per cent.
& » B ' 5. But the fact that sewing thread is unduly lightly taxed, is no good reason for reducing the
5 ty on gold thread, which is an article of luxury and show, and has no better elaim to consideration
i 1 exemption, than many other articles which are even more highly taxed under the new Act.
; . 6. The Board see no reason to believe that the charge will repress industry, or injurdlany
. wnch of manufacture or trade, as it will undoubtedly have to be borne eventually by the consumer,
d they, therefore, decline to support the Collector’s proposal.

7. The question of the revision of the Tariff values is under the Board’s consideration, and will

- submitted to Government so soon as the information is complete.
E _' 8. Although no immediate result is likely to be attained by the proposition of Mr. Underwood’s

tter now under consideration, the Board desire to acknowledge the zeal which prompted him to ad-

c Acting Secretary.
i W. E. UNDERWOOD, Esq., Reporter of External Commerce.
. ] Copy to Secretary to Government, R. D.

ixd, J. Wright,
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