


Proceedings af the Madras Gomment " aumw
~ for the month of January I*BGO

No. 6. E-eﬁd"the’ following letter from J. D. ROBINS’ON Esq., Actmg
~ North 'rkot to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Governme .

of Mr. Eliott’s resumption of the Head Assistants charge from Deputy ©
Puntula, to request this latter officer to scrutinize the recorda and ascertain wbat fann&uwn

there was for these rumours, i &

e ’mm?wrins e g Mot IR fm my” puty’s reé&t o' |

own emplq és, as by outside parties.

3. The Yaumia Sadr and his assistant Subbia ha.ve been mPendﬂla d m der
surveillance. The two vakéls Pundi Abdulkadir and Syed Homeed, and the Ka;l of Ark .aré'
likewise in custody. The Head Clerk isabsent on sick leave at Madras, but a watmt hax
been sent for his apprehension.

4. Other parties both in and out of the Kachahri are hkewne probably implicated, But a,t
the present stage of the enquiry, L am not in possession of sufficient evidence to justify my
taking active measures against them. My object in troubling Government with a reference on a
matter which ‘might be dealt with under the ordinary criminal regulations is to solicit thei
instructions as to how I am to proceed in the case of the gosha women, who are mixed up with 2
the matter.

« 5. False personation having been already proved in two cases taken up, I may say at’
random, it is not unfair to assume that it has likewise been extensively pracﬁse& i thu mw of
many others of these gosha females, -

6. These women having by the mal-practices of some, become suspected as a body, and
full exposure depending on their public examination and Ideutlﬁcatmn, theté is Im ﬁ{
option in the matter, but that the gosha privilege be dml&md and

7. Tam told that in the Military Department no feﬂ;ﬁn pensioners are exemﬁtéd
personal appearance before the dlsbursmg of’ﬁcer on the pleanf 3osha seclnmop.

recognition of the gosha privxlege has subjected them, I cannat but think that t§e
system of puymg by proxy such stipendiaries is dangermw lmd d\smorahmng in t.ﬁe ext

are enormous, and no ammmhof
"qumu 1,19,606-11-3 par of the disbursing officer would su
annum. , : ~ machinations of mterested parties

9. I venture, theqe«fom, to express my earnest hope tha
ever, dtsallow gqsha exemptaon ﬁrom pensonal attendance, dﬂiﬂtﬁt

';'s of the life certificates has
If an& upwatds of the value of tha




————

ont, Revenue Department,
jary  1860- |

‘ ﬂpmmnt relieve me at once from
 tion on my part can possibly make s
© a)l payments until this enquiry is tet
' ~ 12. Most of the larger arreats W
13. Enclosed is a statement sh

in Mr. Whittingham's time.
ount 88 it nOW stands.
e |

s

 Memorandum drawn up on @

- porary charge of the Yaumia depart
1. Onbeingrelieved of the charge
ingha Puntula was directed by me 10 n}mum the records of the Yaumia department and ascer-
¥. tain from them and outside enquiry what foundation there was for certain recent ramours of fraud
‘ in connection therewith. e F .
2. On entering on this duty, N&ufng]sa Puntula at once found it would be necessary to go

to Arkot, where the majority of tho"{fe;f“fe‘p}?ﬁ!fmi'ﬂljpd"‘i‘eside, B SRR PR
been made under the sanction of Goverﬁe’nt conveyed in Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated
30th September 1858. Narasingha Puntula staried accordingly on the 6th instant, and 8
evening of the very same day took possession of the daftars and papers connected ok e e
ment then in the custody of the Kaji of Arkot. On looking over these papers, Narasingha

Puntula found some private letters in the hand-writing of Mahomed Habeebilla Sadr Yaumia

Narasingha Puntula, Deputy Collector in tem-
S L
the H

ad Assistant’s office, Deputy Collector Naras-

in the Collector’s office to the Kaji, containing directions as to the mode and form in which he

(Kaji) should conduct and forward to the’ Hfuﬁr his proceedings in the case of female Yau-

miadars. e

3. Narasingha Puntula then and there took a statement from the Kaji, who admiited with-
out hesitation that the letters above illgd)ed to had been written to him (Kaji) by the Sadr
Yaumia and were in his (Sadr Yaumia's) own ‘hand-writing. This statement the Sadr Yaumia
himself on the 12th December confirmed in Narasingha Puntula’s presence.

= 4. A perusal of these letters satisfie Narasingha Puntula that their purpose was to direct
= the e epission of a frand. This conclusion xggéiqu further support from an admission made
E in his presence by the Kaji, in which he i r‘;.:lxatg,’ll the female Yaumiadars except some seven or
cight, were dead, that he (Kaj) bimeelt ] acted in the affair under the sole dircction of Sadr
' Yaumia, whose influence ia the Collector’s office was all powerful, and rendered it unnecessary
for him (Kaji) to use his own jndgme}nﬁ. . B s !
5. On the morning of the 7 th;‘.}i,.

1 i |

ha | Bpptﬁla'procnred the attendance of one Pundi
from the treasury in the names of some ten or
lﬂ‘j?unmla asked him to point out the houses of
h treasury, as he wished to ascertain whether their

‘m‘ﬂm qu}eqté;"s office.
f one M idinbi, (No. 416, to whom Rupegs
mtula proceeded with Abdul Kadir to her
rasingha Puntula himself called vut the

:: ~ Abdul Kadir, who as vakél had drawn -
- ‘::': more of these female Y_aumiadars,.
- allthe women for whom he had apyefgﬁ?

 marks corresponded with the descripti

St Raving, selected at random
 798.14-1 were said to have been pi
5 'm&‘aﬁhi’;}@buse at Arkqt_;. ‘On

g foid abi, and a woman (rom to it. Having given her distinctly
o ""_“*_'iw;lﬁ_lit-he had come th Narasingha Puntula warned her
2 &éﬂiﬁw‘ inued her false perso: pelled to disallow her the privilege

presenting herself to be Moidinbi,
‘be with her at the time, and is a
!mr"'t:a be careful what statement
TeRelly o - s
R R R
ent on oath from Hyatbi, who
female behind the parda was not
Loidinbi's daughter-in-law.
bour, & Hindu female of the name
e same effect as first witness. Nara-

of gosha. Although thus warned,
151 neighbour, interrul
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singha Puntula then caused both (Hyatbi and Kristnabai) to describe the female behind the
screen. They both said she was fair and without marks on the face, whereas in the roll, Moidinbi
is described as dark and pock marked. Narasingha Puntula directed them to measure her : they
returned her height as 5 feet 1} inch, Moidinbi's l}eight being given in the roll as 4 feet 6 inches'.

9. Having thus satisfied himself that Moidixibi was falsely personated, Narasingha Puntula
next went to the house of Husainbi and Rajan Bibi, (No. 639, onaccount, of whom had been dis-
bursed Rupees 661-9-2 and Rupees 595-6-8, respectively.) On his way thither, the vakél Pundi

Abdul-Kadir, fearing probably that a domiciliary visit might lead to an unpleasant exposure, in-

formed Narasingha Puntula that the two women in question were not then in Arkot, but had gone to

to Madras. Narasingha Puntula went to the house notwithstanding, and calling out the two names,
two women from behind a curtain answered to them. Just as Narasingha Puntula was about to
put a further question, the vakél interfered and in a loud voice said, ** these are not the women
you seek, they areat Madras.” On Narasingha Puntula repeating his question, he found
that the females had taken their cue, for they answered as the vakél desired. Being satisfied
that the existence of Hussainbi, and Rajan Bibi was also most doubtful, Narasingha Puntula
went thence to the house of Kyriinnissa, (No. 4) whose age is entered in the roll as Y6, whaose
death was reported some three or four months back and after the disbursement of arrears of
Yaumia drawn oun her account amounting to Rupees 2,183-2-9.

10. To Narasingha Puntula’s verbal enquries respecting the date of this female’s demise, the
Kaji and other by-standers replied that Kyrinnissa had long been dead, and that the report of her
recent decease was a mere fabrication, got up for fraudulent purposes. The vakél himself, so far
supported these admissions as to allow that he had heard likewise subsequently to the payment to
the heir Alli Hissain Sahib of the arrears of pension drawn on her account, that Kyrfinnissa
herself had been long dead. The vakél added that more than half of the mouey disbursed to
him on account of these {emale Yaumiadars had been spent among the Kachahri servants, and
that he had acted solelysin the matter out of good faith towards two former vakéls* who had

given him vakalatnamahs for the women for whom he acted,
€| Abdul Rahimjinodin. on the express condition that they all three should share equally
9 Sied Mohamed Hiissain. in the arrears disbursed thereon, but that they two (Abdul

. Rahimjénodin and Sied Mohamed Hissain) alone should be res-
ponsible if any thing went wrong. Narasingha Puntula then and there took a statement from him
to this effect. ~In it he gives particulars as to how the money was finally disposed of and admits
that he does not know whether the women for whom he received money are alive or dead. Nara-
singha Puntula then closed proceedings at Arkot and directed the vakéls and others to attend
at Chittir. He visited Velltir en route on the morning of the Sih and seized the Daftars of the
Kaji of that place. The parties having arrived at Chittdr on the night of the 9th, Narasingha
Puntula proceeded with his enquiry.

11, In the case of Kjyrinnissa, (No. 4,) Stiltan Sahiba and Hyatbi state on oath, that the
female, on account of whom the Yaumia arrears for Kyrinnissa were disbursed, is still alive, that
nobody has died in that house for the last 8 mouths and that no death, as veported some 3 or 4
months back, ever took place.

12. Sied Hamed and Mohomed Alli Peish Imam, who attested the life certificate in the
name of Kyrinnissa, were next examined, they stated that although they had their suspicions at
the time, they were persuaded by the vakéls to sign the paper ov the assurance that the Sadr
Yaumia had so directed it and that they would be paid for the service thus rendered. These
witnesses distinctly state that they are unable to vouch for Kyriinnissa being alive, and add that
for the last three days, Sholi Hissain Kadri, a relative of Kyrnnissa's has been trying to induce
them to give evidence that she (Kyriinnissa) is still alive.

13. Sied Hamed, moreover states that the woman who falsely personates Kyrnnissa 1s
the wife of the said Sholi Hilssain Kadri's maternal uncle. Both witnesses add that they declined
to act upon Sholi Pissain Kadri's corrupt instigations.

14. Sholi Hissain Kadri was next examined.

He states on oath that Kyrimissa is not dead, that his objest in making a false report of

her recent death was, that when the descriptive roll was first prepared, Kyrhnnissa's age was
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cribe the person then pefore her. This description the Deputy Collector will compare
with the muster roll as it is stated in paragraph 8 of the memorandum he did in the case there re-
ferred to. 'The female examiner will know nothing of the contents of the muster roll and thus
a most complete and satisfactory test will be applied.

4. With respect to the second recommendation, the subject of the gosha exemption of
female Yaumiadars formed the subject of correspondence for several years from 1850; and the
result was the order referred to in the preceding paragraph. The Governor in Council is nof
prepared to re-open the question. The provisions in rule 5, if strictly and properly acted on,
afford considerable security against fraud. ' ¥

5. The Government will be glad to learn at a future time the result of the investigations
now proceeding. The acting Collector deserves great credit for the active measures which he
has taken; and the Governor in Council observes with pleasure the zeal and intelligence dis-
played by the Deputy Collector Narasingha Puntala, in tracing out these frauds. .

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government.
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