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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Bevenue Department,
21st December 1860.
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No. 362. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 22ud November
1860, No. 5,431 :—

- Read the following letter from B. CUNLIFFE, Esq., Collector of Madras, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Sydapet, 26th September
1860, No. 381%.
SIRr,

* Received 24th July 1860. 1. 1 have the honor to report on Petitions* Nos. 148

Returned 25th September 1860. and 154 of 1860.

2. The claims for compensation advanced in these Petitions by the Srotriyamdar of
Attipat, on the plea that a portion of the cultivable lands of his village have been converted into
pans in 1852, without his concurrence, having recently been rejected by the Board in their
Proceedings of the 11th February last, No.- 764, on the reports of the late Collector, Mr.
Shubrick, dated the 15th September last, No. 341, and 26th January 1860, No. 25, on a pre-
vious Petition from the Srotriyamdar, it only remains for me to reply simply to the main points
mooted by Government in their Endorsement of the 9th July last, No. 1,699 of 1860.

3. The first point is whether the 100 pans referred to in Mr. Ellis’ Tikid of the 15th
January 1852 are included in those mentioned in the Kararnima executed in 1852 by the Ryots of
the Srotriyam village, as well as by the Gum4shta of the Srotriyamdér, agreeing to the formation
of the pans in their village. In reference'to this, I beg to state that, although the document in
question does not specify the number of pans newly formed in the village, the whole of the pans
referred to in Mr. Ellis’ T4kid, as also the 3861 puns distributed to the other Ryots, at the same
time with the Srotriyamdér in 1852, were formed on the application embodied in that document.

4. The fact of the Srotriyamdar having affixed his signature to the Pattikat Muchilika or
engagement for the years 1853, 1854, 1855 and 1856, binding hims:If to manufacture the limited
quantity, and the applications he has thrice made to transfer, on sale and gift to some of his friends,
on less than 463 and 7 respectively of his new pans which were complied with, are enough to
convince the Board that he was fully cognizavt of the execution of the Karfrnfma. He now
pretends to ignore the act of his Gumdshta in signing the Kardrndma on his behalf, and even
denies that he has any such agent, though this very man has signed the Putcut agreement for

1855 for his master.

5. In reference to the second point, viz., whether, as asserted by the Petitioner, 200
Kanis of his village were converted into Salt pans during his minority prior to 1852, I beg to
state that, although no records are forthcoming at this distance of time, to show the precise time
of the conversion of the lands alleged by the Petitioner, the Taluq authorities reported on mere
inquiry that, prior to the Paimaish of the village which appears to have been made in 1840, the
Ryots have gradually formed some 208 pans. The exact circumstances under which these
pans were made, and whether with or without the concurrence of the Srotriyamd4dr cannot be
ascertained after this length of time. As the Srotriyamddr’s affairs must have been managed
either by the Petitioner’s late father, or in his absence by some competert person, there is no
reason to suppose that any pans could have been newly formed in the village without their
concurrence. He isnow about 40 years of age, so that his majority is of long date. It isa
common course in this country to bring forward assertions of matters long gone by, in the hope
that, by the absence of documents and personal testimony, and with the help of a plausible story
to obtain some pecuniary benefit from a generous Government.

6. With regard to the information required by Government in respect to the value of the
land, &c., I can only state that, from a statement given in before the Deputy Collector in charge
of Salt by a principal Ryot of the village, it appears that the land had never been cultivated
before it was appropriated for Salt manufacture ; and thatit is of an inferior quality. The
Tahsildar reports that a portion of the land occupied by the pans might be fitted for cultivation
at a considerable outlay. These lands having, as above deseribed, been converted into Salt
pans, and in my opinion with the Srotriyamdar’s concurrence, 1 think that he has no ground for
complaint. Indeed, I believe that he has considerably benefitted both by his own pans and by *

thie establishment of Sult manufacture in his limits.
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1. Ordered that the above letter be submitted to Government, with reference to
Endox:sement on Petition No. 1,699 of 1860.
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The facts of the case appear to be that in 1851 Petitioner presented the Darkh4st of
: ﬁ is enclosed in his Petition No. 1,699 of 1860, applying for the extension of the Salt
wh:uf:cot[\)xyre in the Srotriyam village of Attipat,and the assignment to him of 120 pans.
ma . e :
3. He encloses also copy of the reply assigning to him 100 pans, out of the 486 whick
appear to have been formed at the time.
4. On 5th February 1852 the formal agreement for the manufacture was taken from the
rtie; concerned, and signed on Petitioner’s behalf by the Guméshta whose act e now attempts
Pad- vow ; but the Board consider that the fact mentioned by the Collector of i stme periie
;10 i‘:a a ai’n in 1855 acted in the same capacity on a similar occasion for the Petitioner is sufficient
av sgetgthis objection, Petitioner having also himself on more than one occasion signed the
t(:l:lf,al agreement and applied for the transfer to others of some of the pans which were kikigriad
a
to him on this occasion.
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5. As to his claim for compensation, the Board see no grounds to believe tha
other :chan a considerable gainer by the arrangement of which he complains,
grounds of his claim are unsound.

t he has been
and many of the

6. That the land was fit for cultivation is evidently true only to a very i
and if it were entirely so, the right in the land do?s not vest in the Srotriyamd
Mirédsidérs, and all that the Srotriyamdér could claim would be such payment o
occupants, as Government could have demanded from them for the beneficial cha
character of the land from immemorial waste to a valuable property.

mited extent,
ir but in the
f rent from its
nge made in the

7. The Srotriyamdér has no claim of right for compersation from G
equity can he demand recompense for losses sustained, as such certainly do not
of manufacturing Salt which was conferred on him being a valuable one.

overnment, nor in
exist, the privilege

8. His claim on the occupants of the pans for Mélvdram is,
cated by the fact that the remission of the assessment on Salt pans forms in fact generally a portion
of the Kudivdram, as teing really an additional ber{eﬁt beyond the sum received from Govern-
ment in payment for the salt delivered, and th.us any paymen}: to the Srotriyamdsr by the
manufacturers may really be a reduction of the price hitherto received by them.

9. Under these circumstances the Board would propose that in the ey
dér succeeding in establishing in the Courts any claim. for rent against the
the Collector be instructed to submit a recommendation f(fr such I‘efxsu
Kudivdram paid to the manufacturers other tpan the Srotriyamdér .hun
their meeting the latter’s legitimate demauds without an undue reduction

however, likely to be compli-

ent of the Srotriyam-
occupants of the land,
nable addition to the
self, as may allow of

of their profits.
(A true Copy and Extract.) :

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Acting Secretary.

No, 363. OrpER THEREON, 21st December 1860, No. 2,467,

1. Ordered that the following endorsement be passed on Petitions Nos, 1,699 and 1,700
of 1860 :-—

“ The Government have received a report on this claim and see n

0 reason for granting
“ any of the Petitioner’s requests.”

2. The Governor in Council approves of the course

proposed by the Board in paragraph @
of their Proceedings, but no action need be taken till a n

ecessity arises.
(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

Deputy Secretary to Government.
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