Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

17th December 1860. :
MMW
No. 287. Read the following letter from ARTHUR HALL, Esq., President fo the Income

Tax Commission, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Actine Sec
Department, dated Madras, 15th De(f:ember lgSGO, Iszt.a;{; ;t_o. Govoramisiit Tievsng
SIR,

1. I have the honor to submit a brief Repo i ;
town of Madras up to the present date. e ok ol s Tachyuts K el S

2. The Government have been already informed that isar ’
Office was fully organized on the Ist October last, a few daysth;reI:iZ?:etoTv::ing}?nsgoner /
Notices were freely distributed as prescribed by the Act. On the above date th: i ene"ﬂ}
Special Notices commenced, and at the same time a detailed explanation of the manner i;S::hei;h
the Returns should be. filled in, was publllshed both in English and in the vernacular languages.

3. A rough Estimate based on lists of householders furnished from the Office of th
Municipal Commissioners, and on the last census, led the Commissioners in the first instance te
the conclusion that it would be found necessary to issue about 30,000 Special Notices with thz
forms of Returns, but it is probable that this calculation will prove somewhat below the actual
number, which will have to be served.

4.. The number issued up to the Ist December was 12,526, and the work of serving has
been continued actively during the present month. It seems likely that by the 15th Februar
next, the whole number to be sent out will have been issued. -

5. Six thousand one hundred and ninety sets of returns were sent in to the Commis-
sioners by the 1st December, leaving 6,336 still due out of the number issued, or, in round
numbers, one-half of the persons served with Special Notices, had on the 1st Decem’ber made
their returns.

6. The total number of surcharges made up to the st December, was 16, against which
only one appeal was made. .

7. The demand for the Ist quarter on the assessments made up to the Ist instant (exclusivé
of those by the Special Commissioner) was Rupees 10,760-12-0. Of this sum Rupees 4,078-6-1
were collected up to the lst December, leaving a balance on that date of Rupees 6,682-5-11,
nearly the whole of which has been subsequently realized.

8. The collections credited to the IncomeTax up to the 13th instant, on account of assess-

RS, A, P. ments made by the Commissioners (including
57,474 2 0 those made by the Special Commissioner) amount-
45,047 12 0 ed to Rupees 21,817-5-6, while the assessments

made up to the same date was Rupees1,02,521-14-0%

*® General Assessment
Special  do.

9. There has been no open opposition whatever to the payment of the Income Tax, nor

has there been to any extent any organized passive resistance.

10.  The Native soucars have in some instances made unreasonable applications for time, to
enable them, as they state, to make up their books, but as they have been allowed the option of
making their returns of profit, on an average of three years instead of returning the profits of
1859 only, this excuse has been untenable, and they have for the most part already made returns

while othets have consented to do so without further delay. Questions have also been asked as
to the probable duration of the Income Tax, and some anxiety has been expressed as to the
course followed by the Native merchants in other parts of India ; but the Commissioners have
pointed out the impropriety of such points being advanced at Madras, as a reason for deferring
returns, and they are glad to report that although there has been some delay in making returns,
there has really been no combined opposition, either of an active or passive character, to the

new impost,
11. The Commissioners have much pleasure in reporting that up to the present date, they

have not had a single complaint made to them against any of their Officers, and they have had
no occasion to enforce a single penalty prescribed by the Act.

12. Constant applications have been made at the Income Tax Office for explanation in
regard to the forms and provisions of the Act, and numerous requests have been preferred for




«vwlv’:oceedings of the Madras Government, Revenus Department,
17th December 1560.

nformation as to the manner in which returns should be made, and the Assessors have cheerfully
devoted much of their time to this important part of their duties.

13.  This has at first somewhat delayed the computation of assessments, but as the public
gain experience this part of the Assessors’ work will gradually decrease.

14¢. The Commissioners are not yet in a position to afford to Government any reliable
estimate of the amount, which will be realized in the town of Madras for the first year.

15. Some of the richest Native dealers and merchants, have not yet been assessed, and the
returns already received do not furnish sufficient data upon which to base any reliable calcula-
tion, of the financial result of the new Tax.

16. The Commissioners trust, however, to furnish information on this subject in their Report
to the Government, ordered to be submitted on the 15th January 1861,

17.  Annexed is a brief Memorandum drawn up by the Special Commissioner, by which
it will be seen that the assessment made by him amount to Rupees 45,047-12-0, out of which the
first instalment has been almost entirely collected.

—

Memorandum by the Special Commissioner.,

RS. A.'P L. Since the organization of the Special Commis-

Schedule 1............. ... 2,625 8 0 sioner’s Office on the 1st October 1860, there have been
R o R . 42,302 4 0 89 returns made to this office.

D P o R s 120 00 2. The total assessment on these returns and

—————under all the Schedules is, as shown in the margin,
Tolal 45,047 12 0 Rupees 45,047-12-0 thus making a quarterly demand of
Rupees 11,261-15.-0,

3. This total of Rupees 45,047-12-0 is made up of Rupees 33,995-9-0 which are assessed by
private numbers, and of Rupees 11,052-3-0 being special assessments,

4. Asreported by the Income Tax Collector nearly the whole demand for the first quarter
has been collected.

-

(Signed) R. ELLIS,
Special Commissioner,

No. 288, Onpber THEREON, 17th December 1860, No. 2,430.

1. The Governor in Council is glad to find that althou
taken place owing to the difficulty of getting the necessary forms printed, &c., the Act is now
fuily in operation and matters are progressing satisfactorily, He is especially pleased to learn
that no complaints have been preferred against any of the Officers of the Department ; that no
combined opposition, active or passive, has been manifested, and that the Commissioners have
had no occasion to inflict any penalty. The Commissioners’ proceediogs have been entirely
in consonance with the desire of Government that, while intentional fraud and contuma-
cious resistance should be sternly repressed, every facility, information and assistance should be

afforded to the people in fulfilling the requirements of the Law, and their unintentional errors
and unavoidable delays treated with reasonable forbearance.

gh considerable delay has unavoidably

2. A copy of the Commissioner’s letter will be circulated to the Collectors for their
iaformation and for publication in their Gazettes, .

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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