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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
13th December 1860.

No. 202, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd October 1860,
No. 4,863 :— -

Read letter [rom the Director of Revenue Settlement, dated 6th September 1860, No. §49.
(In Cons. 10th September 1860, No. 4,507.) :
Read again letter {rom the same Officer, dated 3rd October 1860, No. 980.
(In Cons. 19th October 1860, No. 5,327.)
Read also Order of Government, dated 21st September 1860, No./673.
(In Cons., 22nd September 1860, No. 4,760.)

1. In his letter above recorded, the Director of Revenue Settlement offers his remarks on
_certain points noticed in the Board's Proceedings, dated 14th July last, No. 3,247, on his annual
Report.

9, In paragraphs 2 to 9 Mr. Newill discusses the Board's observations in six of those
Proceedings regarding the data on which his calculations of the area of work done were based.
The Board expressed the opinion that data of a more satisfactory character might be obtained,

and the Government also consider that“ more certainty as to the rate of the
Paragraph$. excess” of the actual area over the Curnums’ accounts * ought to be attainable
than the vague Estimates now put forward from year to year.” Mr. Newill
explains the difliculties he has had to contend with in this matter, and states that the greatest care
is now taken to ensure the utmost accuracy attainable under existing circumstances. Upder his
explanation the Board resolve to dispense with the preparation at present of the comparative
statement proposed by them, but the course pointed out in the last sentence of paragraph 6 of
their Proceedings will be carried out as directed by Government. For the rest, they will rely on
Mr. Newill’s furnishing as complete and accurate returns of the work done as he ean supply. As
regards the exact determination of the cost of each of the several processes, some difficulty will
‘be experienced if individual villages are thus treated, and the Board are willing to modify their
requisition, and to substitute Tilugs for villages : over such an area the exceptional circumstauces
which would disturb calculations limited to single villages, will cease to operate materially, and
the caleulation will be as near an approximation to accuracy as can be expected. The villages
already completed can be grouped together so as to secure a sufficiently large area for the
counteraction of these derangements.

‘ 3. The Board have requested that the probable cost of Demareation, and
 Paragraph 10. the necessary correction of the Estimates, may be separately reported onin full
b detail.

4. Mr. Newill explains that the arguments in paragraph 23 of his Report
Paragraph 11 relate to the distribution of the cost on the whole out-turn of the season. The
Board (paragraph 13 of their Proceedings) were led by the expressions used
by Mr. Newill in paragraph 22 of his report, to infer that the cost had been distributed over
the assumed area. _
5. The Board have addressed Government on the subject of European
Puragraph 12. agency in their Proceedings, dated 15th October 1860,
Paragraph 13. 6. Mr. Newill's observations in paragraph 13 call for no remark.
7. The explanation of the Superintendent of the Survey was obtained
Paragraph 14. during Mr. Newill’s absence from the Presidency, from Captain Priestley, who
was then at Madras. Printed copies have since been furnished to Mr. Newill,
and their not having been sent in the first instance was an oversight which would have been
rectified at once if Mr. Newill had brought it to notice.
, 8. 'The Board pointed out in paragraph 19 how the Demarcation and Sarvey
Paragraph 15. should proceed together, viz., by adjusting the relative strength of the two
departments, and so to equalise the speed at which they advance,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenuz Department,
13th December 1860,

9, The Board will separately dispose of the questions of the transfer of village boundaries,

&c., to the Collector’s care, and the preparation of the maps. The only

Paragraph 16. other point in this paragraph is the maximum limit of suivey waste, noticed
in paragraph 7 of the Order of Government above recorded. !

10. The Board have discussed this question with Mr. Newill and Captuin Priestley, and
the conclusion arrived at is that it is undesirable to break up survey fields, or rather lh'nl it is
useless to survey fields in such a manuner that they must be broken up when required for cultivas
tion. The land thus surveyed is chiefly immemorial waste ; likely, Lowever, from position or
other circumstances, to be taken up for cultivation at an early ])(:'rio:!i. The maximum area is
not often adopted, and the fields are  generally luid out in n'mch smaller sizes.” But there is
nothing gained in retaining a maximum so much in excess of what can be adhered to in pracuice.
T hff Board think that the actual size of the fields must be left very much to the discretion of the
Officer “:ho superintends their dewarcation, who must be ;:ui(iml by the average size of the
holdings in the village where the waste occurs, the natural conficuration of \l;‘- ground, and
utll""l: circumstances which cannot be defined beforehand. 1n the cm'i\' surveys, the extent of land
which a pair of bullocks could plough, used to be the standard, b-ul it !\ better to leave the
matter more to the judgment of the Demarcation Officer, who will bear in mind that it is the
convenience of the people that must be aimed at, and that, if his fields are too large, (Government
must either allow them to be broken up, whereby the advantage of the survey \:xH be lessened,
o the fields will continue waste to the losshoth of Governmentand the p-‘nph'.- Two other expe-
dlenl's may be adopted, viz., either to allow the people to sub-divide fields exceeding certain limits,
provided the s\'lb»(liviaion 1s not below a certain minimum, and the person who s:\)-divi(l-ss pays
the expense of surveying and marking off his plot, or to permit portions to be taken up without
regular sub-division on an annual tenancy,. which, unlike ihe full Ryotwary tenure, might be
teriwinated by the holder or Government at option at the close ni v;\ch.l;:zsli. Both these
alternatives, however, are intricate in practice, and the Board are of opinion, in which Mr.
Newill concurred, that the best plan will be to lay out the fields in convenient sizes. The
I.Board propose, therefore, that the minimum and maximum limits hereafter should be fiom 2 0
6 acres in irrigable, and from 4 to 12 acres in unicrigable land. The Director should carefully
scrutinize the proceedings of his subordinates in this respect. Where the waste may already
have been nur.nb'crcc? as fields in the village accounts, it should be surveyed accordingly, subject
to the usual limit of 2 and 4 acres now in force in regard to occupied lands.

11, The employment of Curnums in measuring interstitial fields will be
se] '\mlu.l} disposed of, when the information expected from Captain Priestley
1s received,

Paragraph 17.

2] q y y % - . :
: 12.  Arrangements should be made to obviate the delays alluded to in
Paragraph 18. this’ paragraph, ;

I Joard intende ‘ . : i
3 &3 3. The Board intended that copies of all papers of importance should be
Y t 5 36 a9 ¢ @ <4 o ~ - 3
aragraph 21. sent as soon &s possible to the Survey Department, and that Captain Priestley

sh')u‘.d have ready access 1o any records e may wish to see, of which copies are
not, or cannct conveniently be supplied to him.

- .
14.  The subject of paragraphs 22 to 80, viz., the separation of the
; R enmhe O Q con ) , . ¢ :
Paragraphs 22 to 30. Demarcation and Classification Departments, has been disposed of in the
2navrilla Peanssdt P < ¥
Board's Proceedings of this date, No. 4,864
15. The Board do not gather whether Mr. Newill proposes to reduce
Y i nasank.- R 1 ) y 1 sy le 4 F )
Parcgraph 3l. the time now allotted to field work, or merely contemplates the possibility of
having to do so at no distant period. This is a matter in which experience is the
only safe ouide, and a definite proposal should be submitted for the orders of Government, if the

Director thinks it necessary to make such a change otherwise than as a temporary arrangement:
16. The rest of the above letter does not appear to call for any remark.

17. The same is the case with Mr, Newill's second letter above recorded.
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18. As regards paragraph 9 of the Order of Government, the Board request Mr. Newill
to make the necessary modification in the rule referred to.
19. In paragraph 75 of their Proceedings of the 14th July last, the Board referred to the
2 correspondence regarding the settlement of the
* No. 1,906, Revenue Department, dated 19th Mandrgudiand Chellambaram Télugs of South
in Cons. 20th October 1860, No. 5,34L. Arcot, on which Government have since passed
orders.*®

90. Resolved thata copy of these Proceedings be submitted to Government, whose
early orders are requested on the subject discussed in paragraph 10.

—_—

No. 203. Ogrper THEREON, 18th December 1860, No. 2,387,

1. 1In these Proceedings the Board of Revenue review two letters from the Director of
Revenue Settlement, relating to their Proceedings on his last annual Report and the order of
Government thereupon. The first of these letters was written previous to the Order of 21st
September, No. 1,673, but did not come under notice on that occasion.

2. No lengthy orders are required on these papers. The Government agree in the remarks
of the Board in paragraph 1. The question alluded to in paragraph 10, viz., the maximum limit
of © Survey waste,” appears to have been carefully considered by the Board in conjunction with
the Director Revenue Settlement and the Superintendent Revenue Survey, and the Governor in
Council has, therefore, no hesitation in acceding to the Board's proposal that the minimum and
maximum limits hereafter should be from 2 to 6 acres in irrigable and 4 to 12 acres in unirriga-
ble land. Tt is to be understood that the demarcation will still divide the waste land now under
consideration into as convenient fields as circumstances may permit.

3. The Government presume that a copy of Mr. Newill's letter of the 6th September bas
been sent to Captain Priestley with reference to paragraph 12 of the Proceedings under review.

. 4. The subject of paragraph 14 has already* been
* 7th December 1860, No. 2,334, disposed of.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Government.
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