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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depa;'tment,
» . 10tk Deceniber 1860.
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No. 142. Read the following letter from J. D. SIM, Esq., Sccretary to the Board of
y Revenue, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
" ment, dated 26th October 1860, No, 4,926 :—

SIR,

1. 1 am direeted by the Board of Revenue to submit for the consideration of Govern-
ment, the information colléeted by them in regard to proyiding meaus of conveyance for travellers
without resort to impressment.

- 2. The first point on which the Board sought information was, whqther since the issue of
the orders of Government forbidding compulsory arrangements, frequent mstances had oecurred
»f sexious inconvenience to European travellers, from want of the means of conveyance.

3. The Collector of Nellore reports that in that District not only has serious ineonvenience
¥ been felt, but *there is every reason to believe
#rom Oollector 25th, in Cons. 26th June 1860, Xo. 3,139.  that death has ensued, in the case of a young child,

: ) the daughter of an Officer at Nellore, in conse-
juenee of the present very defective arrangements for the conveyance of travellers running dak.
Jn another occasion “a gentlemgn and his whole family were prostrated by sickness, the result of .
xposure on one of the cross roads+™ and the Collector adds, that he * could without difficulty cite
nany more instances, to show the absolute necessity for some decisive measures being adopted at
nee, for securing to travellers, obliged to run dak, the means of passing through the District in
afety.” ?

! 4, The Collector of the _Kistnu District men-
vom Collcotor 86k, in Cons. 12th June 1860, No, 2,896 tions two instances of detention, notwithstanding
- increased rates of hire.

B that severnl complaints of detention
0 Chittoor and the Cuddapah frontier have
im, but. the inconvemence experienced
firlo hiave been very serious.

5. The Acting Collector of North Arcot

from Collector 19k, in Cons. 22nd May 1860, No. 2,301 s,
6. In South Arcot very few instanoesh
the Collector

‘som Collector 4th, in Cont. mav not have
7th May 1860, No. 2,108, h::;' had the s

2

Sbccn brought to notice, which

“that although physical force
iwee of the Tahs!{'dir’s position
jeyance for travellers.

¥

7. The Collector of Coimbatore

Yom Collector 818t May, in  travellers
;;?;z'mh June 1860, No . the last stafd .

8. The above are the only instanees (E#8
fnt the presence or absence of formal com
flectsof the order of Government prohibitikg
annot stop in the course of their jonrneyss oniple

¥

vithout this the Collector 1s absolutely po e B8,

Tt Heen felt by European
ipecially at Metapollium,”
ey Hills on the east.

fnce reported to the Board. -
prion whereby to judgo of the
grriage, inasmuch as travellers
ints, and they know that

~ 9. Another reason for the paueity 1 WW really loss of
stual compulsion than is generally suppossiis } giviously in forco for the
mveyance of travellers, and consequently 8 Fangements have continued
‘most unchanged. ' ; .

~ 10. Thenext points referred to the G i i#xiating mrrangements,
1d the rates of hirc. ; ' :

* 11, The arrangements generally ¥y
olleetor issued orders to s Tahsilddrs
ation. Tl;g;fa:_iaﬂg:s in like may
ns specially for 1
e ey e

T~y

i i

ttle ready at the appot

SR o L
12, There can be no doubt that th
ment, the
CTane writes: Tt i &0 msort',odto
opular an oocupation, thay I :
wve ofton hod two sets (of rule, the
bearers) fight for the right of {heiy I,Ogi“
saerying  me, the respective : J
pitriies  olaiming it as  theh l‘_'nd B?Ill N
burs.” sional incon®

gually clear tnat asa

"of the natoral incigr?ts of
% woere fairly and promptly
PRt regarded lightly the occas

Xeration
Bagation,

n application for a dik, fhe
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‘gt be exceptionally treated. If this plan is
¢ gasonable number of days' notice of his
_ he étag(\s, the sums payable by him, and
'I.ntlmntion of the dik will im scn’t by
& Immediate notice to the owners of the
veller at the appointed hour,

cases will not be of frequent occi;rri'enee'
followed, the traveller will Be req ’
journey ; he will be furnished with a w
the time to be occupied under ordiné.fy"
the Collector to the head of each villas

cattle, and take care that they are
In regard
quisite, the reviged Rgules
851, being followed,

ost Master of the country,
any more promising system.
ver be entered into, unless
dependent on the number of

hd management, this plan will
1hto successful operation

v . . A LA - R g
T B ™ enctioned by G et ill o 1
Y 1 e1 On 31st October |

21.  This plan amounts simply to GOVGmme%i{liecomi; hon
wherever private enterprise is wanting, and the Board cannotigu r:yc i
Regular contracts with penalties for breach of conditions “,0“1%;:('6
Government guaranteed a minimum profit instead of uncertniﬁ gai =
travellers, The Board believe, however, that with a litt]e car(;: :ur:;

work well, though it will require time to be brought fairly

22, The main question, however, anll the one oy which suee
"W succe.

) of hire ballowed, In thei ss will depend, is the rate
In Cons, 1st September 1860, No, 4,362. last, G. nt PI‘OI. d1 1eir Order, dated 3lst August
- DOSEe ol

an uniform rate iy g Districts
: deference, do not think it advisubié
es n.atumlly vary in different Districts
ity in carriage hire more than in othelZ
ates, the more chance will there be of
7 fixed by Government mugg be remune-
;:,. of .the.cattle; but to pay the s:ium
}e na(:;ﬁlstncts whe.re carriage is searce
e causes which create variations
ties, and it would be both impolitic and
it 1€ rate per mile cannot be reduced bel
: isted upon, this rate must be ‘ 4
Agiven, and in Nellore, where 1 Anna is

gh entire Districts, and ghe traveller’ s
§.of charge in different Districts wil; E111 i
:_:. e has been raised in most Distriets

but thel W hall
to introduce this principle. The prices of al mod
and there seems no advantage in aiming®
things ; and the less Government disturh '
private enterprise superseding their
rative, because this will be their o
every where will be to make the
and expensive, the standard for allin
in the value of the same article in d
unacceptable to the public. A (
3 Annas for the bullocks only, )
in Tinnevelly, and Trichinopoly, w 2

allowed also
paid. Asthe same rate will generally pr
bill will show exactly what he has to pay

practice be found inconvenient. Of lateg of in

the Board think that except in Neflore 3 B one or , and
o LN o tWO Ot] AP Tl o 1)

will be necessary at present. o 1 1er Districts, little change

23. Travelling hire should be g " where the bearers or bullacks W

to proceed two miles or upwards to ths

p stage. Half t] : ¢
sufficient for this. il i ordinary hire seems

24. Detention batta 18 now ge' §
it is caleulated. They think that bat gl
24 hours’ detentipn. E

oard do not gather on what principle
8 than 8 Annas should be paid for each
3 :

25. There are sundry petty chan
hire, &c.), which in Madura, and probal
would be more convenient, the Board th
petty expenses out of the sums thus r

26. The hire, according to the
stage, or the wholo may be paid in adys
would be most canvenient to travellers @

urred by the Collector (such as peon
Districts, is included in the mileage. It
ge for laying a dik, and defraying these

WPiid by the traveller at the end of each
Bfor who lays the dik. The latter plan
Mormer is much more acceptable to the

people, and far more likely to sccure o grvice. The Board consequently recom-

4

mend its adoption. .

27.  In all cases the ownev

PO must be the driver, unless he voluntarily
allows the travelley's servant ti. Iy

v _,.k"iﬁf,

R

\

e
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98, Tt occasionally happens that a traveller defers his journey, after his dak is laid, and in
come oases difficulty is experienced in recovering the detention and other charges payable. Itis
necessary, therefore, that a Collector should have power at his discretion to require some kind of
security, before laying the ddk. It would be hard on a traveller to expect him to deposit the
probable charges of his journey with the Collector, and also to pay its expenses stage by stage, as
he proceeds : on the other hand to relieve travellers of the latter necessity when deposits are made,
would end in deposits becoming the rule, in consequence of their being more convenient than pay-
mentson the road. Still, if Collectors are to be answerable, they must be allowed the discretional
power of requiring veferences or deposits for their own security, unless Government accept the
alternative of incurring the risk themselves, and merely holding the Collector answerable for exer-
cising reasonable care in complying with the applications of strangers.

99. The Government in paragraph 7 of their Order, dated 31st August last, require also
limitations * as to the number of travellers, weight of baggage
and size of vehicle.” The Board think that two adul_ts and a
servant may be taken as the'limit of passengers in a bullock coach ; two children between 3 and 12
might be considered equivalent to one adult. Children under 3 not to be taken into acco.unt. For
every adult in excess they would allow a quarter of the full hire per mile. As regards size o.f car-
riages and weight of luggage, the Board would not advise any interference. The best restraint on
travellers in these respects is the knowledge that their progress depends materially on the size and
weigilt of their carriages, With liberal rates of hire, the Board think that regulations on such
matters as these are not necessary, and should be avoided as merely increasing the openings for
differences between the employers and the employed,

Ta Cona. 1st September 1860, No. 4,362,

30. The Board take this opportunity of submitting for the consideration of Government, the
propriety of issuing such ovders as will secure the aid of their, Native officers for travellers meeting
with difficulties in the Provinces at places where there Zaggeno European officials. In some
Districts even the Officers of Government meet wi a1 gprocuring articles of ordinary
consumption, though willing to pay fair prices.s represented in every village
by at least two influential native officers,— B —and in the present state of
the country there appears to be nothing un Mg these persons as paid sc.:rvnnts
of the publie, to afford reasonable assistay fo travellers, instead of; as 1s now
often the case, evincing the utmost ix(diff esof all but their own Superiors.
The Board by no means advocate the'sys blic Officers to 'cater for thf» public
generally or on ordinary occasions, blEh ce between this and t.he‘dlsrcgnrtl
for the comfort and even safety of Europef 3 Itel s been and not unfrequently
displayed by the village authorities. . ' ;

v

No, 143. ORDER THEM » |
| he Board of* Revenue that
§tlr bearers and bullocks witnout
ements previously in force were
~and propriety of Government
y entertains no doubt.

1. The Governor in Count
arrangements can be effected for26e
recourse to compulsion, from which
more free than was generally suppo
affording assistance to travellers in this]

@, 'The arrangements now propos lEe of the character of private

contracts, and have his approval.
kisn the more frequented roads and
e intervention of Government
L bearers or bullocks posted

with ‘a single set of bearers or

3. 1lis Excellency concurs withg
for travellers journeying with relays
is necessarv, In these cases, arrang

+

| 1 thiprantas
at regular stages. in other cases,
& ¢
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bullocks for their entire journey, as well as on unfrequented eross-roads
important roads where private enterprise has supplied satisfactory means of cq
interposition of Collectors is unnecessary, but this rule of course does not dis.;en
. to assistance in difficulties. He agrees with the Board that Collectors need not
% interfere in regard to coolies or baggage carts,
; It ,‘:,:fayellegs on fair rates of remuneration,

and even on
nveyance, the
title travellers '

and should not ?
as these can always be easily procured by |

3 3 4. As regards the rates of hire, the Governor in Council considers that thes b I {,'
e e . _ljberg!, in order to ensure regular and efficient service, and also b AnAs GOVernm: tmust e

: - guarantee constant employment, inasmuch as this must depend on the number oft et;tlllnot i
 passing along each road. The hire should be fixed with reference to the eireumsmn ra; ‘er]a .

- District and not with the object of haviag one uniform rate throughout the ;es ?d each
- Detention batta and travelling hire, fixed on similar principles, should also & allowm:‘ eti;zv. \
latter of course will not be granted when the bearers or bullocks return with the traveu. &)
the same ground or when the distance fo the stage does not exceed a couple of -T er over J
former will be claimable only after 24 hours detention. ple of miles. The /

5. The petty contingent charges mentioned by the
¢ Pgoceedings would be most conveniently provided for by al
Jaid by Government Officers. The fee should merely

can be periodically adjusted as experience is gained. -

.Board in paragraph 25 of their '
ight fe? to be charged on all daks 1
suffice for this purpose and its amount

6. The Governor in Council is decidedly of opinion that the bire should invari ‘
paid by the traveller at the end of each stage ; prompt payment into P han:ll -;‘nv;nably be .
who have carned it, is the surest way of securing willing and efficient service o Od the persons
official correspondence and interference. Travellers will of couras b su' ‘s. a; s.aveﬂ‘ much
Bills” showing clearly what they have to pay av each stage, and Proba&p "il e Sk
G-eneral_will be able to arrange @il issue (o them of Circular notes, immedia{el 3 A(::ountanc
Treasuries on their route, hem. the inconvenience of ksl ysPaYa le at tl:ne
as will otherwise be neces will effect this in commu:igcatit:) mm_:h g
Accountant General, It will be it on failure of payment the tmvelrll 'Wl;h the
progress, with Government aid,} & Complaints of overchar 3 er's further
must be subsequently made and setf] 8¢ or misconduct

of the sums entered j ’ s
to be withheld on such pleas. 2 T )

v

w y " 3 S

7. The Governor in Council a > Board that Collectors e TR
discretionary powec of requiring a re §it from strangers, befo : "y
them. The necessity for § a 7 e laying ddks for

arise, and, if a deposit is made, the money

should be returned when jed his journey through the Distrief,

B

8. The views of the Boe

pssenzers, lugzage, &c., as set forth in
paragraph 29 have the concuy

- -~ |
3 |
Gf. d will carry out the arrangements
ditiously as possible. Their completion
Elic.

%

&a
5

9. The Governor in Cuuncil ¢
proposed by them and approved of 3
will be reported to Government and no

i

10. The Governor in Council i

SET— o

X 3 )
P the views expressed by the Board in
paragraph 30. paccordingly, distinctly declaring it to be

Btance and protection to travellers when in

He desires that they .4
the duty of village and Téluq Officerd
difficulties, and that they will enj

siilldtce this responsibility, and ensure a
p part of their subordinates.

ed) 1. D. SIM,
. Acting Secretary to Goverament,

proper regand for the safety and coffl
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