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No, §7. Read the following Proceediugs of the Board of Revenue, dated 2nd November
1860, No. 5,048 :—

Read the following Proceedings of Government, dated 15th August 1860, Revenue Departmen's
E No. 1,367.

i

i (In Cons,, 16th August 1860, No. 4,042.)

3 1. Intheabove order the Board of Revenue were instructed tc report on the Abk4ri
_ arrangements in foree at Qotacamund, after reference to the Collector, to the Improvement Com-
nittee, ﬂ%t} to residents at the station. Sl

2. The Collector’s repm"ts and the replies of the “Improvement Corimittes,” snd of nine out

S LA g
w1

-

Ive gentlemen to whom the Board applied for information on the subject, are herewith

submi ited to ‘Gp_ier}iment.

8. The Abkéri contract of the Neilgherries was sold by public auction for a term of five

Y5 end@ﬁg \vith"J'une 1861, and realized Rupees 24,500 per annum for 29 shops. The number

of shop$at Ootaeamund itself is 12, no increase having been allowed since 1844, although the

| population of theplace hagnearly doubled since then. The License, a copy of which is herewith
submitted, contaius all the usual stipulations.

4. It isclear from the above that there is nothing peculiar in the Abkari arrangements at
otacamund, and that the abuses which are declared to prevail are owing to defects in the Police
and L;Iagﬁteriﬂ; yather than the Revenue administration. |
| 5. The Board have carefully perused the letters of the residents consulted by 4hem, ana
find little in them which the existing law is not fitted to remedy, if it were duly put in force.
6. They i1l here notice the chicf matters of complaint.
. %. The amount ;,pf the rentis deemed excessive. It certainly isa painful sign of the
prevalénce of intemperate habits ; but if it were lower, the renter’s profits would be larger ; his
iaducement to sell woald beas strong, and his ability to sell cheap would be greater. - Whethey
" ihe rent be high or low, the renter will always sell as much as he possibly ecan, for it is his
g interestto doso. At all events the Collector has no control in the matter, as the highest bidder,
: s 3 hie furnishes the required security, of necessity becomes the purchaser.
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8. The number of shops is considered too large. The lease unfortunately contains no
provision for reducing the number ; but if Government are willing to grant compensation, an
" arrangement might perhaps be effected with the renter by private agreement. The number of
f | shops, as already stated, has not been incrgas?d since 1814, and isnow [2; even if reduced by
&4 one-half, there would still be a shop within comparatively easy reach of all but the out-lying
e " houses of the Cantonment, and it may be doubted whether there would be any material diminu-
'  tion of drunkenness.
L~ 9. Itisalleged that the Licensed Vendors sell liquor on credit and for barter. The former
. practize is not contrary to law, but may- very properly be introduced as a condition in all fature
Jicenses, The sale of liquor in barter is criminal, and punishable under Clause 8, Section 6,
Regulation 1 of 1820 with fine up to Rupees 200, or, in default, imprisonment for six mouths.

‘5

: s Liquor is said to be illicitly sold by unlicensed persons. ,This offence is also punish-
able under Regulation I of 1820 with fine up to 400 Rupees or, in default, imprisonment for one

N year. AR p
1L T;}u? liquor so d?!s also said to be adulterated with noxious ingredients ; the Regulation

e punisbment of this offence.
12.  Almost all the other complaints made by the residents may be checked by strictly
forcing the Abkdri Regulation, and with the new Police and a Magistrate' constantly residing
on 1he Hills, there ought to be no difficulty in this respect. It is quite clear, however, that the
aw has never yet been properly enforced, and criminal practices have been allowed to pass
B unchccked. .

already quoted assigns imprisonment with hard labor for a period not exceeding three years as
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13. In addition to the regular Abkdri license, a Mr. James has been allowed a license (o
sell * geod wholesome Beer” in two shops, at Qotacamund. 8o long as the beep is good and
wholesome, this is desirable rather than otherwise, as likely to reduce the consumytion of
spirits ; but the license is defective in containing no penalty for breach of this condition, an( no':‘
stipulation for entering the premises at pleasure for the purpose of testing the liquor,
however, also manufactures and sells a liquor which he terms “ Ginger Wine,” but which in
reality is highly spirituous. So long as he sells what can justly be, termed wine, no license js
neeessary, nor under the ruling of the Foujdari Addlat can the Collector iriterfere;butthe
enclosed sentence of the Sub-Judge | passed under Clause 9, Sections 6 and 15, Regulation I of
1820, will, it is hoped, deter him and his agents from selling what is really a spirituous liuos

Mr. James,-’

under the designation of Ginger Wine.

14. 'In making the above remarks the Board do not mean to im
complaints regarding the Abkari are groundless; but that if the
irregularities they describe may to a great extent be prevented.

. Ply that the residents’,
law is properly administered, the

15. The Board believe that the demeralised condition of the Native population of the Hills
is owing to other causes besides defective Abkéri arrangements,

16. The most effectual remedy for the present state of matters at Ot;tscamund would be
to give the residents quicker and easier means of obtaining redress for grievances
present Civil and Criminal procedure afford. 1%is not necessary, mor is
heavier penalties should be attached to crimes on the Hills than to crimes els
proof of guilt should be accepted there ; that acts should be constituted offences there which
are not oflences in other places ; or that any procedure necessary to attain justice she ](;lf)
omitted. What is wanted is merely means, suited to the circumstances and position of the ; 1 ;
of obtaining redress. It is idle to tell the master who is resident for a few months sy
prosecute a recusant mechanic or a servant who has broken his engagement b;
which may be appealed to higher Courts, and must, under any circumstances, be a ted
On the other hand, it is futile to tell a servant ora laborer, with scarcely a Rupeei
sion, that he may recover wages unduly withheld from him by the same process
suitable means of obtaining redress for these every-day grievances, has a mosg in‘;r.
all parties, No doubt special laws are to be avoided as a general rule, hut sych ‘l]awl
Presidency towns, and it is better to choose the lesser evil ofas
procedure restricted to particular localities, th
unsatisfactory condition,

than oyr
1t expedient thag
ewhere, or that less

that he may
a Civil suir,
ious matter.
n his Posses-
The want of
ous ¢ffect on
S oxist in the
er of alaw of
theip preseng

pecial law, or rat)
an to leave matters on the Hills in

17. The letters herewith submitted cont
arrangements of the Abkari, and t
Nesbitt for their information.

: am many valaable Suggestions on the getail
he Board propose sending them to the Collector "
It will be left to the Collector’s
of these suggestions as do not contravene the Regulations,

and all should be carefully considered when the time arrive
(A true Bxtract.)

(Signed) J. D, SiM, Secretary,

———
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{DER THEREON, 7th December 1860, No. 2,329,

1. In these Proceedings the Bo
1860, No. 1,367, wherein a report w
with the Abkdri contract at Ootacam

ard reply to the Order of Goy

as called for on the existing stat
und.

ernment of 1514 August.
¢ of things in connection

r . B Sy . . . . .v"
2. This requisition had its origin in a Report* of

a Committee appointed at a meeting of the inhabitants
of Gotacamund, for the purpose of raking steps towards'

the redress of grievances under which the residents
generally were suffering,

* Enclosure to G, 0. 31s¢ July 1860,
No, 960, Judicial Department,
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3. The first resolution passed referred more es?ecial[y o thfa insolence,v,fmud and
¢ drunkenness of domestic servants;” and these evils, .the' Committee 'Ob““e.d (R:&porl:
paragraph 2) were  mainly due to working of the Abkédri Department, and the meﬂiczenmy
¢ of the Police.” : } | |

Board were desired, after having procufed information f:qm ,the_ Collec‘tor of
gty provement Committee, and individual members of the community wL

e}

1’

é
Coimbatore, the Im

'report b1l .

~ the regulations existing for the prevention of drunkenness, riots, reception of stolen goods, &e.

| : | fa the number of shops during the Tagt te. &
4 (2) Whether any increase has been made in the “;‘t‘:‘d : b:u:it.ops RTINS e
 years, and if so, whether the European residents were consu

'jenm lained of. v e oy e A P b
: l.; They now forward with their remarks several letters from -.—.sﬁlgjajsl and private

: individuals, fully showing the faults of the system as at RIGANELTEIN yut, wud-ontuiniag, »;
: ; ‘

ariety of suggestions for their removal.
st point, it is shown t
- ms. m:.swt;;:l;: tg:zi:x::;’v::t:: June 1861, was sqld fpr Fﬂpe“ 24,599 per anpup. fo;_: 29*:
4 ye" : hich 12 are at Ootacamund itself, The usual Ixcens;ef,‘ containing the stlgﬂ!hﬂ,m#s
' 'Bhaps,' C l‘:J “:R lation I of 1820, was granted to, and Moochtlna execum.l by, the Wer;
; ?r:f:tc;::e‘woryds tsgurenter is bound both on his own behalf as well as for his sub-renters, to-
- isi i h :
B fbide s pmv;:m;:;:l“i;):r::et::tb;e::ar,as the Revenue adminintmti.ou i§ gm&rn@, ally
B8 is clear t.henf o .t eforce "in the Districts generally, have been rendered available, and tha;&-‘?gyf
e ghecks hlthertzlm_n ractice must be from want of proper supervision on the part of ;h‘e Police.
il ¢ is stated that no increase has been allowed in the number
14, though the population of the place has vearly doubled

- 7. On the second question, i
. of shops at Ootacamund since 18 | "
k. ‘!‘ince,then. % ' ; A o R gqﬂd
ot SR S pomx:gﬂ::f::ﬁbg: ;":h‘:;:. T-’h:P ﬁp;st rex‘:ed,y that suggests
Abkari Regulation. It is quite clear, they observe, that
Id be easily checked in this way; but they‘wonld
proceed further, and would obtain a }gg}glgtwe
4 1G. enactment by which all classes, both masters and
“gervants, would be enabled to find that redress

~ would result from merely diminiski
L wselfis astrict enforcement of the
" most of the offences complaiued of, cou

. Procecdings under review, paragrap

: . 15% a3 it is next to impossible for
which, under the peculiar circumstances existing: at Oo?‘.cmwd' PRV ot

the ‘ i flord.. 4 by r }
»l'lw p;ese;‘: ,::ﬁ:; :;.Y t:)h: Government fear, of no use applying for an enactment such as is

intended by the Board. The papers before them show, moreov«:‘, ?hatl:;u::tl::r::i abnses
e exist may be remedied without a recourse tQ any but the simp ; Lo

Pt nm‘YTh first anomaly is the distinction apparently allowed betsween the liquors m1 rioiE

in R:gdatio: Ir:f 1820, and * Wines.” A Mr. James, it appears from paragraph 13 of the

Board’s Proceedings, has been in the habit of manufacturing: and selling at OQotacamund,
Boa: ings, :

" H earest ‘
without license, a liquor which he styles ¢ Ginger Wine,” but which has been proved on i

Wi . iy S . Tven this last circumstance, does not, in the
evidence, to contain.a large quantity of algobol. B'Vﬂlopini on of the Court of Foujdéri Adélat,

- 3 article 1 i der the
v Eouiddéri Addl 51 ¢ 1860, bring the article in question un
e o i : p!:;fibiﬁon contained in Section 3 of
| Regulation T of 1820. That Section declares it iilegal to manuf‘aI:tm'e 0 s';[}l‘ £\ fermﬁetl:cgoze
. g Hn isions of this Regulation.” The proceedin
otherwise than “in conformity with the provisious o g
in Crimil o. 17 of 1860, show clearly that Mr. James
inate Court of Qotacamund in Criminal case No. . . .
::l :;;:d:‘:h\;'ine" was not only a spirituons but a Sermented liquor of an intoxicating quah-t-y and
the Gogw.mmem are therefore at a loss to understand bow the Foujddrt Addlat excluded it {rom

(8) What change of system is desirable with the view of checking the abuses

to endure the penalties of that Regulation. It

(1) On the pumber of Arrack and Toddy shops now established at Ootacamund, and il
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