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. 25, Read the foliowinrr letter from W. GREY, Esq., Secreta ko o the Government of :
. India, Home Department (Revenue), toJ. D. BOURD LLON, Esq., Seeretary to the
dd’vernment of Fort Saint George, dated Fort W ll’ Ist November 1 860, No. 2,181

s h: P - REVENUE.
e -
e Right flonprable Sir CHARLES WO0OOD, Ba

> i!awd Fort ‘illiam, 25th October 1860, No. |
m 2 ‘ .
e "&Lh of July, declmmc to sanc-
mn any relaxation of the rule which pro}nbxts Ofﬁcet in the Public Service from holding
land for Agricultural purposes in Indxa, we have the
‘ﬁ, ilitaw‘_prpaﬂmcnt, - honor to transmit the accompanying copy of a letter®
m%' lated 1st October 1860.  from Captain A. Ellis of the 81st Light infantry, regresenba
i ¥ ing the effect of the order in his case. %=
L 2. Youare aware that Captain Ellis, whoisa Reg'unentdl Officer holding no Civi :
hier detached employment, was informed in Magchmm to his enquiry on the su |
hhre.was no ebjection to his holding land in Kumaon for the cultivation c of Tea; ar i)
object of his present letter is to represent that, on the faith of that assurance, he hasg‘ %
hade arrangements which could not now be suspended without injury to himself and others,
" The “’“”‘E‘ was given to Captain Ellis, because there was, in fact, no prohibition extant against
- Military Officéts nof in Civil employ acquiring lands in India by purchase or othelwme, and
the Commnnder-m—(,h:ef (Lord Clyde) saw no objection to such Officers holding lands for the
- purpose » of T8a cultivation. The recommendation which we submitted for your consideration
in our Déspatch No. 6, dated the 2nd of April, was, that Military Officers in Ciyil employ,
and Civil Officers, should likewise be permitted to hold lands,. but under certain restrictions.

\ " <
5 s

B~ 3. I’krep]y to our- rec.ommendatlon you observe in your Despatch of the 24th of July, that

b vou ‘comsider it meg)edxent that Officers in the Public Servxee, whether Civil or Military, should
i Ehe peumltt‘d to'engage- in-pulsuits by which their time and attention would be diverted from

% # théfe pro erfduties, to which their entire energies should be devoted, and you state that you
. ave there dee. unable®td sanction the relazation of the rules” recommended by us, and you
B desire ¢ that it may be clearly tnderstood that no Officer, so long as he remains in the actual
¢ gervice of the Government, can be permitted to acquire and hold lands for Agrum.lguml

¢ pufposes in any-part of India.” s

b3 4. The definite expression of opinion conveyed in the paﬁage last quoted apphes without
il e:rceptmuég)all Officers, :,y‘xl and’ Military, in the service of Government, and prevents us
from placing on the hﬂnuon ‘that limited construction which the expressions used in the
former purl‘. of tl\e <5 cnce, taken by themselves, would justify. At the same time, we ecan

- ~ hardly stippose that it was your iptention to make the rules on the subject of the holding of lands
by (_mvpmxaent Servants more stringent than before, and to prohibit, now for the first time,
; Mlll!m‘l (9ﬂicurs not in Civil employ, (like Captain Ellis,) from bolding lands in India. Mili.
tary Oﬂjc.grg suclf; have never been prohibited from holding lands. We apprehend therefore

= that, in jagf,gbespatcju of the 24th of July, you merely ‘?tended to negative our proposal in fuvor
of Citil Qi cusaaml’ of+Military Officers in Civil emp ay, though the terms of the Deqpa:m

_ are 80 wi uétb focThJc all Mxhiarv Oflicers,
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5. You will observe from the reports of the Punjab Government noted in the margin,

a copy of which i

I'rom Secretary to Government of Pu:o"‘b, No. 567, Captain E
dated th August, 1860, and enclosures, h

From Secretary to Government of Punjab, No, 592,
dated 17th August 1860,

s herewith sent, that
llis is not he only Officer who
as acquired lands for the purpose of culti-
vating Tea, and we believe that there are
others, similarly circumstanced, besides those

whose names are (o be found in the Punjab

reports,

6. 1In submitting these reports, together with C
we beg to convey to you our earnest recommendati
Officers who have taken lands in the Punjab or elsew
otherwise, should be interfered with,

aptain Elliy’ letter,
on that neither he
here for the purpose
It is our decided opinion that th
ernment, especially thoge who
uld be encouraged, both op
ers to service ip India,

for your consideration,
nor any of the other
of cultivating Tea, or
¢ acquisition of waste
m the objection stated
grounds of general policy
nd of attaching them to the

in your Despatch does not apply, sho
and for the sake of reconciling Offic
country.

.

7. The reason assigned in your Despatch for refusing to alloyw Officers to hold lands
in India is, “ that itis inexpedient that they should be permitted to engage in pursuits by
“ which their time and attention would be diverted ir proper duties, to whichltheir entire
““ energies should be devoted.” But it is well known that the ordinary Milita,ry duties of an O fficer
in india are far from sufficient to oceupy the whole of his time, and that want of occupation
and consequent temptation to idleness and dissipation on ghe Part of its Officers ; -
injurious to an Army. Therefore, we think, that to furnish such occupation e
tima to invite the partially employed Regimenta] Officers of Ingjy to intere
improvement of the Agricultural resource $o far from bein objectionable, i
an object of high importance in every point of view. [t is, of course, to bf Jl fotood
the possession of land in India w ! o P

ould not give to ap Officer any
of lanc . ¥ title to longer or e
absence from his Military duties than he would Lave if he possessed no lan(T Wi o

» and at the same

st themselves in the
s of the country,

8. Pending the result of this reference, we o not think it ri
. s 3 y . lk 1t [‘](yht t . f i MIT
and others situated like him to dispose of their lands, ot 10 require Captain Ellis

9. In connection with this subject w

e desire to draw attent;

noted in the margin y Al
A » 3 copy of which is forward-
Telegram from Commissioner of Mysore, ed. Hitherto it jyq been a generally understood

‘dated 10th October. rule that Upe
bs Ovenanted Judijci tCotk
Telegram to Commissionar of Mysore, Uncovenanteq Officers exl:;lcl::}g Officers, and

dated 13th October, Revenue or Magisteria) functions, g
3

landed Property in {pe Districts in
1 1o restriction upon the posse

on to the communications

indcpendent
1all not hold
which they
ssion or acquisition

are employed, but beyond this there has bee
of land by such Officers.  We do not for a
this class of Public Servants in the

up in the preservation of tranquility ang go

interests are bound
Luropeans in this respect is out of the quest

od order, ay, ; :
» and any between Natives and

: distinction
ion.

10. But the Uncovenanted Se
Anglo-Indians, several of whom hold offices of grea
presents itself whether these Officers, in a]] branches of e Publie Se
to the absolute and general prohibition against the acquisitio l(;' !(.
which is contained in your Despatch under acknoy]e o unndo 7
includes the case of such Officers, Zh ym: cons:;;

nglish and of

the question
Tvice, are to be subject
anded property in India
ich, in its terms, clearly

Portance, and

The objections wl;

T to exist to the acquisi-
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i ili ivi - Government are equally applicable
e e Clv‘:ossl:::vtn‘;i::l; Officers holding suqch agpointments
; those named in the margin, and to many others,
ilnle C;rzsszdf::;t}l'afzrns. :.::d we therefure.think it advisable to request y:)lnr
eneral. further consideration of the w!mle quest‘wn,‘m or.:lf
ublic Instruction, and that some clear rule may be laid dow'n, defining wi
ficers in the Education  precision, first, what class?s of I.’ubhc Serv;mts nlxlay
possess and acquire landcis in I:d:a, l:x;;lesux(l) fo;-rp :vb]?:
iti what ¢
ilerk-{lssintant ok ;:23;221,8’“ ::(\]7: asrzcto: bey,absolutely precluded from
Bos acquiring or p(issessing land. ‘
1 the fullest consideration of the subject, we }'emain of opimctn that, Das r;g:rc(]’;
ovenanted Civil Officers, the restrictions which we propo.ssfirm ou; espi “ccon-
|ast, No. 6, would be found sufficient to prevent the'posm 1h ity oe t?:i ey
ng from the circumstance of Servants of the _State being at : e sasli:xder iy
with respect to Uncovenanted Civil .Ofﬁcers,.‘we dobno i::‘oir‘xome
ipose any other restriction than that which bas hitherto been A
(Signed) CANNING.
H. B. E. FRERE.

L2l

»

OrpER THEREON, 4th December 18€0, !
Ordered to be recorded.
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