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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
24th November 1860.
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No. 412. Read the following letter from W. 8. NES BITT, Esq., Secretary Ootacamund
_ Improvement Committee, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 27th October 1860, No, 28 :—

Six,

1 have the honor to submit herewith for the information of Government the Report of the
Ootacamund Improvement Committee for the quarter ending 30th September last.

REPORT. .

tee in submitting the Quarterly Report of their proceedings to the 30th
to facilitate an acquaintance with the progress of their labors, to divide
1t heads as follows : —
se, six have been held during the quarter under dates 3rd and 25th
and 4th and 27th September.

of the removal of the ordure of the bazar has greatly

jon: : dvocated the continuance of almost the present system. Three
Mem re for remo | by drainage, flushing into the lower lake. Mr. Ouchterlony
suggested the use of necessaries as in Madras, whilst Mr. Rohde and Mr. Fraser considered the
removal of the solid or d other matter by carts, or boats, and the removal of the
surface drainage, only by rains discharging into the lake as the most advisable under all
circumstances. T : Com ‘tﬁe."jul;imately determined to try the last plan, and resolved to
Rt ~ place for the present Rupees 500 at the disposal of the District Engi-

Pepers 4 B and Cc “neer for the purpose. The plan of the District Engineer together
~ with a Minute thereon by the President and a letter of Dr. Mackay

the latter are forwarded by request of those gentlemen.

4, Drainage.—The lower street of the bazar on the margin of the lake, being greatly
" in need of drainage, it will be necessary towards the effectual execution of the work to purchase
up the properties along the street, and with this object an inquiry has been made into the titles
of the owners and of the terms upon which they will parc with their property. From the
insufficiency of funds however at their disposal, the Committee must for the present be content
with only the 13 holdings nearest the Willowbund, 10 of which on the lowest ground, and least
built over, they have directed the immediate purchase of, but with regard to the other three,
they fear that uncertainty of title, and other causes, will oblige them to again ask for the
snforcement of Act VI of 1857. The Committee hope to obtain the 13 lots for about 809
Rupees, and, in some cases, an equivalent in ground to be given elsewhere. The Assistant
Engineer has been requested to ascertain the nature of the foundation, and to prepare an
sstimate for a drain and timber bridge on the north side of the Willowbund, intended to afford
. discharge for the surface drainage into the lower lake, and at the same time a passage
{or boats,

With regard to the swampy tracts extending from below the Church, eastwards to the
Engineer's office, the District Engineer has undertaken to drain the lower portion in the
sccupation of his own department, and thus to facilitate the drainage of the upper part which
s private property. _

5. Ornamental Improvements.—Planting operations, as follows, have been done : —

391 Yards of fence completed full height of 3 feet, but not entirely capped.
253 Do. of 2 feet. do.

241 Holes dug for plants. 3
191 Do. do. o then filled in with manure.
3 Do. do. 4}

605 Trees and shrubs planted.
96 Jungle plants.
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The trees and shrubs have been purchased from the Government Giardens and the jungle
plants supplied by Mr. Rohde. All are as yet in a thriving condition. b

6. Allotments of land.—Applications for land have been received from various parties and
where necessary, some of the Members of the Committece have inspected and allotted the land
prior to its being surveyed.

Sales.— A public sale was held on the 11th August, when the following lots were sold and
realized the prices affixed respectively to them. The whole was purchased by Captain Taglox
Paymaster, Bangalore.

Acres. . Roods. Perches. Sq. yds.

RS, A P.

07 s e - o PR A ve' SU r 241 .. 55 0 0
$r ot L SR ey 9 ey 8 .. 41 o 0
T s R TSR e bk e 1B .12 0 0

- Faramads et e 38, 7, iivinity 24} ... 100 o o
308 o0 o0

I s

Fees.-—As Government require all sales to be previously advertized, the Committee in ord
to cover the necessary expenses for surveying and advertizing, have determined thnt'a de os?t-
of 3 Rupees and 2 Rupees additional for every acre be first made by the party applying for 1p a
Should, however, another person eventually purchase it, the amount to be recaverednfrom ;ll?m.

but in case no sale should take place owing to the absence of any bid, the amount to be forfeited
by the original depositor.

Government restriction under order dated 6th September 1860, No. 1,537, raragraph 5, t,

S - - O 3
five cawnies for building allotments, The Commitiee being in some doubt as to the meanine
of this order, wish to know whether it is the intention of Government to impose on the remailb
o

ing lands at Qoty available for land any restrictions which shall have the practical effe

sausi building to b - ct of
causing a new building to be erected on every five cawnies of Jand.

New Road.—731 yards traced on Fern Hill and formed 3 feet wide ; 992

. 2 yards traced on
the hill at the back of the Church. Level taken of an improvement in the road at the w

end of the lake and trace locks pitted. estern

Surveys—AMain bazar ifl progress.—Longitudinal Section taken of the stream leading into
the upper lake from the Willowbund to the small lake above Charing Cross and of a branch
towards the Nilgiri Range office completed,

A portion of the upper and lower lake

and lower bazar street ou the margin of the lake
plotted on a large scale.

Land Surveyed.—Besides the General Survey of the st

Besi . ation, and about 75 acres, there have
been surveyed on applications from various parties

about 120 acres,

E:recutz:ve c.zrrangements.—'l'hese have been under Mr. Brosnahan and Mr. Willi
communicating l{owevcr to the former the order of Government dated 20th September 1860, No.
1,963, withdrawing Mr. Williams suddenly from the Committee, they were surprised 1o learn
from Mr. Brosnahan that he had received no local information from Mr. Williams, and that
from himself having been unaware of the order of Government dated 13th June, No. 1,235,
had he considered Mr. Williams as his Assistant, as also that it appeared from certain inspection
reports of Mr. Wiliiams that only a portion of his time had been occupied in the work of the
Committee. As a copy of the order of Government dated 13th June, No. 1,285 was sent
immediately on its receipt to Mr. Williams the Committee called on him to state what he had
done relative thereto as to placing himself under Mv. Brosnahan, but not having received a
satisfactory reply, have called on bim for further explanation in this matter. The Committee
would wish to bring to the notice of Government that Mr. Brosnahan has not only the duties
under the Committee, but likewise those of the whole range of the Nilgiri Hills to attend to, and
it being therefore impossible for him alone to execute the ordinary surveys of the Committee,
they would solicit sanction for the employment of a competent Surveyor on a moderate salary
for that purpose.

ams. On
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7. From a copy of Mr. Meclvor’s bill amoun%ing to Rupees 151-3, th;e C?lnnlittee ii.mi
that his charge for trees, &e., is in excess of that which was propose.d, that' the pines su[;p 1e({
instead of being such as were ordered are for the most part of the? kmd.whlch have been ou}-lm
to succeed the least on the hills. The matter was brought to. his notice, and they trust t a(;
Government will order the supply without charge from the public gardens of any plants require

i  be a sufficiency.
s thse.m :;fs vg;:zr;};;itm;Z)' be desirous gf kunowing .th-e- opinion of the Committee regar&%u;?
the letter and plan of Captain Taylor, suggesting certain 1mpf‘oven}ents at Ootacanzund fvlnch
was referred for their consideration, they would state that having given as full c?nmderatlon as
the absence of all details allows to Captain Taylor’§ paper and its accompanying plan, t}\lley‘
consider that many of the suggestions are beyond their province to ent(?rtam'; whfle of suc ] a‘a
belong to the objects they are required to del.iberate upon, viz., the erection of public nf:.cc;s;ar‘xeaf
the drainage of the bazar, and the construction of a broad road- over t?)e swam.py grou.lzl e._(m
the bazar, the whale have already engaged and a.re now occupying their attentive cor.le erafuoln:
Captain Taylor’s allusion to all these measures is so vague as to convey no ccl)rr(?ct;’ i :ela of the
peculiar views he may entertain, and his plan, where lr.uelhglble, s.eems to l?e l“-J.ll ged. .

9. Secretary’s duties.—Mr. Nesbitt having explamed.tha'u.' lis more 1m-med1ate'd'utxes as
Assistant Collector and Magistrate require far too much of his time to ef)ab_le him to Saustact‘only
discharge the duties of Secretary to the Comx.nittee, and that Major Waps'hare has kmdl'y
expressed his willingness to serve on the Commiittee and to underta.ke the duties of Secretary.
The Committee beg, under these circumstances and as Dr. Mackay is also absent on leave, that
Government will be pleased to place Major Wapshare on the Commirttee.

10. The accounts of the Committee are as follows :—

i ' Receipts. Expended. i
‘From the Collector of CoimL' gs. |alp| July, paid to Mr. Dawson for ma-| Rs. AP
R~ L T NIYE on e i e = e ey
‘F.-(l::\m:ﬁe ;f T g Captain‘ 1,000 | 0 0 Septembelrbto Mr. Biosnahan fot‘ 25 1111 0
Tyl - S R e e e S el
| For repairing and fitting an office.*) 198 |15/10/
i. i 107 1 0, 0
| — e
‘ Balance in band...i 32; lg é
| 0 Rupees...! =l
{ Rupees.‘ 1,308 0l p Frenpe .

Paid subsequently for cooly labor in September. Rupees 187-2-6.

¢ Asthis work has been for the improvement of a Government building, though lml"rlediately in furtherance o.f the
Jabors of the Committee, they trust that Government will sa.nction tl.liu expt'znditure. exclusive of the sum of Rupees 3,000
pluced ut the disposal of the Committee. The estimate for this work is submitted.

No. 413. Orper THEREON, 24th November 1860, No. 2,223.

1. The Ootacamund Improvement Committee submit their Report for the quarter ending
30th September last. . ety e T
9. The Government have perused the Report with satisfaction. The Committee have been

doing useful work during the quarter; and definite and apparently judicious operations have
been resolved on in the matter of sewerage, drainage, and some other. A few points call for

orders or notice, B : :
3. The fee proposed on applications for land seems quite fair, to meet

Paragraph 6—Fees. necessary preliminary expenses ; the payment to fall on the ultimate
purchaser at auction, whoever he may be. . :
4. In reply to the Committee’s inquiry as to the meaning of the

Building Allotments. order of September 6th, No. 1 ,537, regarding the size of building lots, the

Government observe that nothing more was intended than that the
Committce were not to sell lots of more than five cawnies without the previous permission of
Government.
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Surveys. 5. Explanation will be called for from Mr. Williams
through the Chief Engineer, as to his failure to put himself
¢ June 13th 1860, No. 1,235, under Mr. Brosnahan as ordered.*
6. With reference to the latter part of the remarks under
Surveyor. the head “land surveyed,” the Government observe that there is
a sanction of Rupees seventy for a Surveyor for the hills, which
Ovrder 1st May 1855, No. 512. has hitherto been dormant because the amount by itself was
too small. That amount is therefore available; and the Com -
mittee will be able to add something to it from the fees referred to above in paragraph 3 so as
to obtain the services of a man competent to survey under Mr. Brosnahan.

7. As requested in paragraph 7, the Government grant permission for the supply of trees
to the Committee gratis for public avenues or other purposes of public use or ornament ; when
required for other purposes they must be paid for. This order will apply to supplies already
received but not paid for. "

8. In compliance with the request in paragraph 9, the Government nominate Major
Wapshare to be a Member of the Ootacamund Improvement Committee.

9. The Government are unable to accede to the request in paragraph 10 for payment of
the sum of Rupees 107 expended in repairing and fitting the Committee’s office. The Committee

refer in that paragraph to the Rupees 3,000 received from Govern-
May 4th 1860, No. T15. ment asif it was a donation ; but it is expressly stated in the order
to be an advance repayable out of the first receipts for land.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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